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DEDICATION. 


^O  the  fothers  who  endured  the  hardships  and  pri- 

'^'1^ 

vations  of  a frontier  life  in  settling'  this  country 
— to  the  memory  of  their  noble  sons  who  fell  in  battling 
for  their  native  land — and  to  all  who  love  their  Parish 
and  State,  and  feel  an  interest  in  their  material  deveh^p- 
ment  and  progress,  this  w'ork  is  affectionately  dedicated. 

B.  M.  PI. 
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PREFACE. 


A very  few  words  will  suffice  to  introduce  tliis  little 
book. 

It  was  written  to  keep  alive  the  memories  of  the 
Fathers  5 to  present  to  the  youth  of  our  land,  of  this 
and  luture  generations,  a picture  of  life  as  it  was  in 
North  Louisiana  sixty  j^ears  ago,  showing  how  people 
in  that  day  made  love,  celebrated  marriage,  adminis- 
terd  justice,  went  to  church,  etc.;  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  and  i)reserve  a record  of  the  heroic  deeds  and 
sublime  suffering  of  those  who  fought  under  a flag 
that  is  forever  furled ; to  give  to  those  who  shall  come 
after  us,  a correct  history  of  the  stormy  Itecoiistruc- 
tion  days — an  ordeal  more  trying  than  the  war  itself — 
and  to  protect  the  acts  of  that  exciting  period  from 
misrepresentation;  to  encourage  and  stimulate  to 
greater  exertion  those  laboring  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion and  religion,  by  reciting  the  highly  gratifying 
progress  of  the  past;  and  to  correct  as  far  as  ])ossible, 
the  many  false  impressions  tliat  have  been  made  ui»on 
those  living  in  other  sections  about  our  JState  by  par- 
tial and  superficial  toui'ists,  and  to  set  our  rich  and 


varied  resources  in  tlieir  proper  light  before  the  world, 
with  the  view  of  turning  emigration  in  the  direction  of 
our  highly  favored,  and  heretofore  misrepresented  and 
inaccessible  section. 

How  well  the  task  has  been  executed,  we  leave  for 
others  to  say.  That  tlie  work  is  in  some  respects  in- 
complete, and  contains  many  errors,  we  are  painfully 
aware.  Some  of  the  muster  and  death  rolls  are  in- 
complete, and  quite  a number  of  soldiers  from 
Claiborne,  joined  companies  iu  adjoining  parishes, 
whose  names  we  have  been  unable  to  j)rocure. 

A number  of  enterprising  citizens  have  aided  us  in 
the  preparation  of  the  work,  in  the  way  of  furnishing 
data ; to  these  we  now  return  our  thanks. 

We  return  special  thanks  to  Capt.  J.  H.  Walker, 
Prof.  H.  C.  Brownfield,  J.  E.  Ilulse,  Esq.,  and  idr. 
B.  E.  Coleman,  for  valuable  assistance  , iu  compiling 
the  work. 


B.  M.  H. 


Introductory  Chapter. 


The  art  of  navigation  nearly  to  tlie  cloj^e  of  the 
fifteenth  century  was  contined  to  the  inland  seas  and 
the  coasts  of  tlie  Eiiro})ean  or  Eastern  world.  The 
compass  not  then  being  known,  the  seaman,  in  his 
voyages,  was  guided  on  his  course  by  capes,  head- 
lands, the  sun  and  stars ; consequently,  his  voyages 
were  of  no  great  extent.  Tradition  had  filled  the 
wider  seas  witli  dangers  and  mDnsters  dire;  storms 
guarded  all  unknown  regions  and  forbade  all  venture 
into  the  unknown.  An  obscuration  by  clouds  of  the 
sun  and  stars  filled  the  seaman’s  soul  with  a sense  of 
dread  for  fear  he  might  lose  his  course  and  miss  the 
port  he  sought.  Furthermore,  there  was  a danger  line 
in  the  wide  western  sea  and  in  the  equatorial  regions 
that  he  dared  not  approach.  The  decending  waters 
of  the  one  would  surely  prevent  his  return  home — the 
heat  of  the  other  would  dissolve  his  ship. 

But  towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  new 
though  vague  ideas  as  to  the  shape  of  the  surround- 
ing seas  began  to  be  entertained;  the  geographer 
and  the  philosojdjor  assumed  to  teach  that  the  earth, 
instead  of  being  a tlat  or  vast  plain,  was  round  ; they 
denied  that  the  sea  extended  to  an  immeasurable  dis- 
tan<;e  in  all  dir(*ctions  from  and  around  the  earth  and 
tlowed  over  at  some  unknown  limit  and  was  wasted  in 


, AEO'  V . : . . - ‘ 

[*.>  ■ tnl;r  <>!■  ■ yh^}i ' , ■ 

)(rnim  od).p$JrMiiimr)  Yitinm}  iHittfoM 
ir.,  itfHHpmB  Oils  f>ilt 

,fr»on>!  rndt  Ion 

';jv>  x<i  . b-iil  ■ (?'*'• 

fd'i  lu  ■ 

IfWOliUifE*' 

mi$4rimmdi}  MX.  .ir^iw^au  oJeI 
. tt:1j7f  feoe  ofii  iWH 

Mm  'ifvAirA 

h n myr  .wHOroliiis'"'!  $ii  Moq 

ho't? :n|>*>  fiU>»ni 

.as^noiqqi!  4otf  J)6Hf;f>  tad  wU 

1 ivmi'in  »«rE)ar/oiq  iknm  hi  mow 

,!|xd«  md  Mmow  tonJo  orfl  1o  tnad 

.^u?>  ddE«‘4'tilt  0iH  ’to  oHofo  iuH  f'.ini{v/o)  dM. 

aiit  <d  m u'.^dn  ib^mtU 

■t)  ndt  oti  qt  iM;p/»d 

r hiilit  ilOK^rt  qrooKtfi^ri^^Mi  70iU|0Hond<i[  ‘>ii)  hit/i 

jrvi  Htrw  Miidq  70  JaII  a lial'Hrt#  hk^iml 

‘Ifq  *0:!^ •. I "klyiq.  f4<ili,^i( .t  ‘-iid-t  hoiijqb 

) !)ili  itHiqnq  hxfn  mm'J 
pw  Inm  Etimil  xxwox<>li*x^  *«noe  xovo  j>o’/ron 


8 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


the  void  below ; or  that  the  equatorial  sea  was  a hot, 
seething  cauldron  in  which  life  was  impossible.  IMen 
now  began  to  reason,  that  should  this  earth  of  ours  be 
round  or  globular,  the  sea  must  reach  from  shore  to 
shore  of  its  diiferent  coasts.  Should  this  be  true,  at 
once  was  dissolved  the  many  doubts,  and  the  absurd 
theories  that  then  i)erplexed  the  geographer  as  well  as 
the  philosopher.  In  a great  measure  it  would  make 
plain  many  facts  belonging  to  sea  and  land  that  ap- 
peared inscrutable,  such  as  the  How  of  rivers,  the 
rising  and  falling  of  the  tides,  and  the  dip  of  the 
horizon. 

Columbus  had  believed  for  years  that  the  earth 
was  round  or  globular,  and  that  the  waters  of  the 
ocean  extended  from  the  eastern  sliore  of  Europe  to  the 
western  shore  of  India.  If  so,  guided  by  that  wonderful 
'nstruinent,  the  compass,  which  had  then  come  into  use, 
he  could  sail  across  any  sea  to  any  land  which  it 
reached.  Abjuring  all  traditional  dangers  he  resolv- 
ed to  prove  that  I nature’s  works  were  consist- 
ent, and  an  aimless  creation  impossible.  Ilis  eager- 
ness to  prove  his  faith  by  his  works  became  more  fully 
aroused  just  at  this  time,  by  the  wonderful  stories 
brought  from  the  far  east  by  the  Venician  traveler, 
Marco  Polo.  These  convinced  him  that  the  earth  was 
round,  and  that  by  sailing  to  the  west  ho  could  reach 
India — then  the  land  of  wonders  and  fabulous  wealth, 
by  a much  shorter  and  safer  route  than  by  the  long 
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and  dangerous  over-land  route  Marco  Polo  had  trav- 
eled. He  determined  to  prove  the  correctness  of  his 
theory. 

With  this  theory  well  defined  in  his  own  inind^  and 
with  maps  and  charts  in  hand,  he  went  forth  in  search 
of  help,  being  poor,  to  enable  him  to  undertake  his  | 
great  venture.  Patiently,  for  years,  he  explained  his  | 
theory  of  the  conformation  of  the  earth  and  urged  the  | 
feasibility  of  the  enterprise — all  in  vain.  The  ignor-  ! 
ance  of  that  period,  as  it  was  in  ours  when  Morse  | 
begged  a pittance  to  prove  his  telegraphic  theory, 
closed  the  ears  of  bankers  and  thrones  to  his  appeals.- 
Genoa,  his  native  state,  Portugal  and  other  powers 
rejected  him  as  the  wildest  of  adventurers. 

What,”  exclaimed  the  learned  schools  and  the 
great  statesmen,  “the  earth  round  and  like  a globe 
swinging  in  space  ! and  peo[)le  on  the  other  side  with 
their  feet  towards  ours!  Impossible — absurd;  they 
would  fall  from  the  earth  into  the  void  below ; the 
ocean  would  be  emptied  of  its  waters ; the  rivers 
would  run  dry,  and  the  earth  become  a desert.  More, 
should  the  earth  be  globular  and  a ship  sail  down  to 
the  other  side,  it  could  never  return,  tor  a ship  cannot 
sail  up  hill.” 

As  a last  chance,  Columbus  approached  the  throne* 
of  Castile,  or  Spain.  The  King  and  (t)ucen  lu;came 
interested  in  his  theory,  listened  to  his  explanations 
until  such  rich  visions  of  empire  and  wealth  and  tiie 
extension  of  the  Holy  Church  arose  in  their  mi  mis, 
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that  they  determined  to  equip  a fleet  and  send  him 
forth  on  his  great  venturtj. 

In  due  time  a fleet  of  three  small  vessels,  so  small 
that  few  at  this  day  would  venture  on  a hundred  miles 
from  shore,  were  made  ready.  With  mueh  diflieiilty 
a crew  was  enlisted,  and  in  August,  119i\  Columbus 
sailed  from  the  port  of  Palos  on  tliat  voyage  which 
has  built  up  and  revolutionized  governments,  religion, 
philosophy  and  knowledge.  Touching  at  the  Azore 
Islands,  said  to  have  been  discovered  by  a ship  driven 
by  adverse  winds  out  of  her  course,  he  thence  turned 
the  prows  of  his  little  fleet  directly  west  into  the  wide 
waters  of  the  deep  and  unknown  Atlantic.  After 
sailing  many  days  to  the  west,  without  any  sign  of 
land  appearing,  the  fears  and  superstitions  of  his 
crew  began  to  make  them  uneasy.  They  murmured, 
and  then  demanded  that  the  shi[)s  should  be  turned 
towards  home.  Put  Columbus,  self-possessed,  by  pur- 
suasions  and  promises  intliienced  his  men  to  trust  him 
and  go  yet  further  into  the  unknown  sea.  At  last 
signs  appeared  which  nerved  the  hearts  of  his  trem- 
bling crew;  birds  began  to  flyover  and  around  the 
ships,  drift-wood  was  seen  in  the  water^  then  a green 
bush  tloated  by.  These  signs  of  land  not  far  olf  were 
t<H>  plain  to  be  unheeded  ; sail  was  shortened,  and 
while  moving  slowly  forward  a close  watch,  by  eag(‘r 
eyes,  was  kej)t  tor  land.  About  midnight  a.  light 
Was  seen  moving  as  it  carried  by  a ixu'son  walking. 
Immediately  the  ships  were  stopped  in  their  forward 
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movement  for  fear  of  going  ashore,  and  all  waited  im- 
patiently and  woiideringly  the  inarvelons  revelation 
the  morning  was  to  bring  forth.  And  wlieii  that 
memorable  morning  of  October  the  12th,  1492, 

came,  a new  world  in  all  its  pristine  beauty  lay  bcdore 
Oolumbiis  and  his  anxious  crew.  The  tact  that  the 
eartli  was  as  a globe,  that  the  waters  of  tlie  sea  reach- 
ed from  shore  to  shore  was  proved,  and  Columbus  had 
triumphed. 

Columbus,  believing  he  was  on  the  western  coast  of 
India,  named  the  inhabitants  Indians — hence  the 
name  of  the  original  people  of  the  American  continent. 
In  a subsequent  voyage,  he  sailed  for  miles  along  the 
shore  of  the  main  land,  soutli  of  the  Cairibean  sea, 
and  yet  died  not  knowing  he  had  discovered  a new' 
world. 

This  discovery  of  Columbus  aroused  a Avild  spirit 
of  adventure  among  all  the  maritime  people  of  Europe, 
and  adA'enture  after  ad\'enture  Avas  sent  out  to  the 
new  world,  mainly  in  quest  of  gold  and  glory.  Many 
sought,  in  tike  interest  of  commerce,  a shorter  route  to 
India  by  way  of  the  northern  sea,  but  this  vast  conti- 
nent, its  extent  then  unknown,  lay  directly  in  the 
way.  In  search  of  this  route,  Cartier,  a Erench  navi 
gator,  in  15;)5,  entered  the  Gulf  of  St.  LaAvrence  and 
ascended  the  river  of  that  name  to  an  Indian  A'illage 
Avherc  now  stands  the  town  of  ^Montreal. 

In  l()Or>  De  Monts  founded  the  town  of  Port 
Koyal.  in  Xova  Scotia,  AA'hich  claims  to  be  the  iirst 
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European  settlement  in  America.  Champlain,  in 
1608,  establislied  a trading  i^ost  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
river,  which  post  in  the  course  of  years  has  become 
the  historic  city  of  Quebec.  Sixty  years  after  the 
establishment  of  this  post,  during  which  time  the 
French  had  secured  strong  position  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, Father  ^Marquette,  a Catholic  priest  and  mis- 
sionary, learned  from  tlie  Indians  of  a great  river 
further  west,  by  them  designated  The  Father  of 
Waters,  because  of  its  immense  volume,  and  resolved 
to  see  it.  In  tlie  light  canoe  or  boat  used  by  the 
Indians,  he  made  his  way  down  the  Illinois  Kiver  to 
the  ^Mississippi,  which  he  entered  in  1674  and  con- 
tinued down  it  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas. 
Eeturning  to  Quebec,  he  told  of  this  immerse  river; 
and  in  1683  La  Salle  and  others,  about  twenty  in  num- 
ber, made  their  way  to  it,  descending  it  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  in  honor  of  Louis  the  XIV,  then  King  of 
France,  La  Salle  named  the  country  through  whicli  the 
]\lississipi)i  bowed,  Louisiana.  Deeply  impressed  with 
the  future  imssibilities  of  this  great  water-way  and  tlie 
adjacent  country  through  which  it  carried  him,  he  re- 
turned to  Canada  and  immediately  sailed  for  Franco 
(’onvincing  the  King  of  the  magnificence  of  sucli  an 
acquisition  to  his  domain,  by  order  of  the  King  a fleet 
was  fitted  out  and  La  SalK,  with  a number  of  emi- 
grants, set  sail  for  the  mouth  ofthe  Mississippi  to  estab- 
lish a colony  in*  Louisiana.  But  not  having  correctly 
ascertained  the  beariiiir  of  the  outlet  of  the  river,  he 
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failed  to  find  it,  and  landed  at  some  point  west  on  the  ' | 
coast  of  Texas.  ITis  brotlier  soon  departed  with -the  ^ 

fleet  to  rrance,  leaving  La  Salle  and  the  colonists  i 

asliore  in  the  new  world.  Discontent  arising  among  I 
the  colonists,  La  Salle,  in  search  of  succor,  started  by 
land  to  Canadn,  but  was  assassinated  by  his  followers, 
who  disappeared  in  the  wilds  of  Texas,  and  tlie  col- 
onists wlio  remained  at  the  place  of  landing  were 
shortly  afterwards  made  prisoners  bj*  a squad  of  Si)au-  I 
ish  soldiers  from  Mexico.  This  terminated  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  all  efforts  of  the  French  to  colonize  | 
Louisiana.  j 

The  year  1G98  is  memorable  in  the  history  of  j 

Louisiana,  for  early  in  that  year  the  brothers,  ■ 

Bienville  and  Iberville,  entered  the  Gulf  of  ^Mexico  j 

with  men  and  arms  in  search  of  the  JMississippi,  duly  j 

empowered  by  the  King  of  France  to  take  lawful  pos-  | 

session  thereof.  Anchoring  near  Dauphine  Island, 
they  erected  a small  fort  on  Biloxi  Bay,  and  for 
the  first  time,  after  so  many  years  of  delay  and  disap- 
pointment, the  flag  of  France  floated  out  in  the  breeze 
of  the  ^Mississippi  valley,  proclaiming  to  the  world 
that  France  claimed  legal  ownership  of  the  same. 
Early  next  year  Bienville  sailed  up  the  river  and  es- 
tablished a garrison  where  now  stands  Fort  St.  Phil- 
pp,  since  so  famous  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
Possession  thus  being  secured,  in  1712  the  first  civil  gov-  j 
eminent  in  all  this  wide  expanse  of  unexplored  conn-  | 
try  was  authoritatively  iiroclaimed.  Tlie  ollicer  com-  j 
missioned  to  administer  this  civil  government,  after 
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sevenil  years  of  perplexity  and  failure,  resigned  liis 
commission  and  the  civil  autliority  was  turned  over  to 
-Bienville.  With  that  energy  and  judgment  whicli 
characterized  the  man,  he  pushed  furtlier  up  the  rivm*, 
and  in  1718  erected  a fort  and  laid  out  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  horty-tive  years  tliereatter,  the  iidiabitants 
of  Louisiana  having  lieroically  endured  many  perils 
and  x)i'ivations,  battling  with  the  natives,  disease  and 
famine,  tbe  French  government,  exhausted  by  her 
long  wars  and  missrule,  and  deriving  no  iiK'ome  from 
this  far  western  colony,  ceded  N"ew  Orleans  and  all 
tlie  territory  west  of  the  3Iississix)pi  Kiver  to  Spain. 
A Spanish  emigration  followed  the  cession,  but  it  fail 
ed  to  bring  iieace  and  i)rosi)erity  to  the  colony,  or  rev- 
enue to  the  Sx)anish  (Jotfers.  The  French  and  Span- 
iards could  not  assimilate.  Spain,  in  a short  while, 
found  the  territory  of  Louisiana  so  costly  a burthen 
that,  in  1781,  she  gladly  re-ceded  it  to  France.  But 
France  was  now  in  the  clutches  of  Na|)oleonl,  and  de- 
lirious with  revolution,  was  contending  in  battle  with 
all  the  powers  of  Europe.  The  movement  of  her  armies 
required  money,  and  in  181)3  she  sold  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States  for  tln‘  sum  of  Slo,()(H),()00. 

Slowly  niuv(*s  the  mai'di  of  eiiq)ire  From  the  year 
when  Cartier  enten*d  the  St.  Lawrence  Liver,  to 
thti  cession  of  Louisiana  to  tlu‘,  United  States,  1803 
elax)sed  a |>eriod  of  308  years,  tilled  with  wildest  ro- 
mance, adventure  and  heroic  endurance. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


LOUISIANA  AS  xV  TERUITORY — FIRST  TERRITORIAL 
GOVERNOR — ADMITTED  INTO  THE  UNION  AS  xV  STATE 

% . 

Tlie  United  Stutes  Ijavin;^-  assiuned  [)ossessioii  of 
this  lately  purchased  t<*iTitory.  Congress,  in  1804,  in 
order  to  insure  tlie  i>eople  a stable  government  and  as 
soon  as  possible  reconcile  the  ditfereni  races  to  the  new 
order  of  affairs,  divided  the  country  into  two  divisions ; 
designating  the  southern  division  as  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  and  the  northern  and  western  as  the  District 
of  Missouri.  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  during  whose  administration  and 
by  whose  advice  the  purchase  was  mad(‘,  ax)poiuted 
W.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  Governor  ofthe  Territory  of  Or- 
leans, which  position  he  held  until  1812,  administering 
the  government  so  ffrmly  and  wisely  that,  in  a great 
measure,  the  confficting  interests  and  prejudices  of  the 
several  nationalities  became  reconciled  and  cpiieted. 

The  result  of  this  wise  administration  of  public 
affairs,  by  Gov.  Claiborne,  was  to  so  rapidly  induce 
emigration  to  the  territory  that  in  1812  admission  into 
the  Union  was  claimed,  and  in  that  year,  by  formal 
act  of  Congress,  the  Territory  of  Orleans  was  ad- 
mitted as  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  \V.  C.  C. 
Claiborne  was  duly  elected  her  first  governor. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the  welfare  of  the 
people  at  the  distant  post  of  Katchitoches,  on  Red 
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River,  and  of  tlie  scjattering  settlements  that  were 
gradually  forming  further  uj)  the  river  and  in  the  ad- 
joining country,  required  attention  5 conseciueiitly,  the 
territorial  legislature,  l)y  act  in  1804,  incorporated  the 
Parish  of  Natchitoches,  embracing  all  tliat  part  of 
north  Louisiana  west  of  the  parish  of  Ouachita 
to  the  Sabine  river,  then  the  dividing  line  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

North  Louisiana,  at  this  time,  was  covered  with  a 
dense  mass  of  brush- wood  and  interlacing  vines — the 
home  of  the  wolf,  the  bear,  and  the  panther.  Num- 
bers of  horses  and  cattle,  the  progenitors  of  Avhich  had 
wandered  from  the  inhabited  sections  of  the  territory 
to  this  wilderness,  ran  free  and  wild,  Several  tribes 
of  Indians  were  living  liere  and  there,  now  and  then 
visited  by  tradesmen  in  search  of  peltry,  and  the  coun- 
try by  hunters  in  search  of  game.  The  few  earlier 
settlers  that  ventured  into  these  wild  regions  had  to 
fairly  hew  their  way,  for  only  a few  devious  trails  and 
paths  were  to  be  found.  Roads,  there  were  none, 
save  the  road  that  connected  Monroe  and  Natch- 
itoches. Subsequently  the  United  Stat(*s,  having 
established  a garrison  several  hundred  miles  above  on 
Red  River,  at  Fort  Towson,  opened  what  was  known 
as  the  Military  Road, connecting  this  post  with  Natch- 
itoches and  Alexandria,  lor  the  purjiose  of  transport- 
ing supplies  to  that  far-otf  j)ost.  The  settlements  in 
those  early  days  being  so  wide  apart,  and  hunting 
and  tralllc  with  the  Indians  being  the  chief  occupa- 
tions, direct  roads  were  impossible.  But  gradually, 
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settlement  followed  settlement,  clearings  increased, 
and  fi-om  these  clearings  and  the  camps  of  the  hun- 
ters, tires  broke  out  sweej>ing  over  all  the  land,  kill- 
ing the  tangled  undergrowth  or  brush-wood,  even 
destroying  the  foliage  of  lofty  trees.  In  the  follow- 
ing years  fires  again  raged,  consuming  all  the  dead 
and  fallen  rubbish  that  then  encumlaued  the  ground. 
Being  thus  relieved  of  its  heavy  undergrowth  or 
brush-wood,  in  its  place  forest  grass  and  switch-cane 
sprang  up,  and  in  one  season  a mantle  of  green  cov- 
ered the  nakedness  of  the  earth.  Then  all  North 
Louisiana  apt)eared  as  an  immense  park,  diversified 
with  vast  openings  and  vistas  most  enchanting.  Game 
of  every  kind,  x)eculiar  to  this  region,  increased  rapid- 
ly, particularly  the  deer  and  the  turkey.  The  buffalo 
came  up  from  the  wide  prairies  of  the  Attakapas,  and 
in  a few  years  North  Louisiana  became  known  as  the 
Hunters^  Paradise.  The  sur\  eyor’s  chain  \vas  stretch- 
ed across  the  land,  and  l)oth  surveyor  and  hunter  car- 
ried back  to  the  older  settlements,  and  to  the  States 
east  of  the  ^lississippi  Itiver,  such  glowing  descrip- 
tions of  the  beauty  of  the  country,  the  fertility  of  its 
soil,  its  health,  its  abundance  of  game,  the  streams 
abounding  in  iisli,  and  in  winter  every  pond  and  lake 
crowded  with  all  manner  of  water  fowl,  that  a regular- 
ly increasing  tide  of  emigration  set  in  to  this  promised 
land.  So  rapid  was  this  emigration  that  it  became 
necessary  to  divide  tiiis  immense  parisli  of  Natchito- 
ches, for  the  seat  of  justice  was  too  far  to  be  reached 
by  distant  settlements,  Consequently,  in  1828,  the 
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Legislature  passed  the  following  act  incorporating  the 
X)arish  of  Claiborne^  naming  it  for  Louisiana’s  first 
governor  . 

No.  42. 

AN  ACT  TO  CREATE  A NEW  PARISH  IN  THE  PARISH 
OF  NATCHITOCHES,  TO  BE  CALLED  THE  PARISH 
OF  CLAIBORNE. 

Section  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatices  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  General 
Assembly  convened  : That  all  that  portion  of  territory 

within  the  following  boundaries,  to-wit:  Leginning  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  Ledliiver,  about  fifty  miles  nortli- 
west  of  the  town  of  Natchitoches,  at  the  northern 
boundary  line  of  Township  thirtemi  ; thence  east,  in 
the  direction  of  said  lim‘,  to  the  divitling  liiui  b(*tween 
Kanges  three  and  four  west;  thence  along  said  line, 
which  shall  form  the  western  boundary  of  the  t)arish 
of  Ouacliita,  north  to  the  Arkansas  Territory;  tlience 
west  to  the  main  branch  of  Led  Liver,  and  descending 
the  same  to  the  beginning,  be  and  the  same  is  erected 
into  a new  parish,  to  be  called  the  parish  of  Claiborne. 

Oct.  Labranche, 

Speaker  of  the  Ilouse  of  Kepresentatives, 

Ad.  Beauvais, 

Prosiuent  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  March  13,  1828: 

H.  Johnson, 

Governor  of  the  State  of'Lonisiana . 
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Claieokne  I^ARisir. 

The  parish  having  been  thus  incorporated,  the  par- 
axdieriialia  of  law  and  justice  was  put  iu  motion  by 
the  election  and  appointment  of  all  necessary  ollicers. 
The  first  District  Court,  in  all  its  majesty,  embodied  in 
the  person  of  Judge  AMlson,  of  Monroe,  supported  by 
Isaac  MciMahan  as  Slieritf,  and  Eobert  Cockraii  as 
Clerk,  wascoiivened  in  the  house  of  John  Murrell,  whose 
house  for  years  was  the  center  of  all  public  business 
for  the  new  parish.  Here  law  and  justice  were  dis- 
pensed until  the  police  jury,  in  its  wisdom,  select- 
ed a seat  of  justice.  The  place  selected  was  on  the 
premises  of  Samuel  Eussell,  and  was  named  Eussellville, 
in  honor  of  Mr.  Ivusvsell  who  had  ottered  liberal  induce- 
ments to  the  jury  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish,  and  be- 
cause this  locality  had  become  more  central  to  the 
widely  diffused  j)opulation.  When  the  District  Court 
convened  at  this  new  domicile.  Judge  Overton  was 
the  presiding  ollicer,  Wm.  Mc^Ialian  was  Clerk, 
and  Isaac  JMcMahan  was  yet  Sheriff. 

Eussellville  remained  the  parish  site  until  1830, 
when,  the  population  having  tended  westward,  the 
seat  of  justice  was  removed  to  Overton,  on  Eayou 
Dorcheat,  near  the  place  now  known  as  Minden  Lower 
Landing.  This  place  being  at  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion, it  was  believed  that  the  location  would  be  per- 
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maneDt  and  a tliriviiig  coiimiercial  town  would  build 
up.  Bur  Overton  i^roving  to  be  unhealthy  and  subject 
to  overflows,  and  the  poi>ulation  having  become 
preponderant  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  parish,  in 
1840  the  seat  of  justice  was  removed  to  Athens,  where 
it  remained  until  the  court-house,  with  all  the  records 
of  the  parish,  was  destroyed  by  lire — believed  to  have 
been  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  Then  the  i)olice  jury — 
for  by  this  time  the  rapidly  increasing  population  had 
disseminated  itself  about  equally  all  over  the  parish — 
determined  to  locate  the  court-house  centrally  and 
permanently.  After  due  investigation  and  i^roper 
consideration  of  all  claims  as  to  locality  as  well  as  the 
main  interests  involved,  the  site  where  Homer  now 
stands  was  selected.  These  lands  had  been  entered 
and  were  owned  by  Allen  Harris  and  Tillinghast 
Yaugliu,  both  of  whom  made  liberal  concessions  to 
the  parish  for  tlie  public  buildings,  and  to  the  peoide  ‘ 
for  schools  and  churches.  Trank  A^aughn,  son  of  ; 
Tillinghast  Yaughn,  had  the  honor  of  naming  the 
new  parish  town.  The  first  Distri(;t  Court  was  held  1 \ 
here  in  September,  1840,  in  a cheap  board  shanty  ' ' 
erected  for  the  purpose.  Litigants  and  visitors 
encamped  around  in  the  woods,  and  when  court  was 
in  session  would  stand  at  the  windows  and  peep 
through  the  cracks  to  watch  the  proceedings  of  the 
august  tribunal  within,  until  fatigue  or  hunger  or 
thirst  would  drive  them  to  tlieir  cami)s  for  rest,  or  to 
the  grocery  for  refreshments.  Boland  Jones  was  then 


CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 


21 


district  Jiid^e,  Allen  Ilarris,  Slieritl  and  W.  G. 
Copes,  Clerk. 

But  Claiborne  Parisli  beiii  i;  ])ros])erons  and  her  peo- 
ple increasing  rapidly  in  nnnibers  every  year,  it  was 
determined  to  erect  a suitable  biiihlin^-  in  whicli  jus- 
tice sliould  preside,  and  to  (‘xecute  tliis  laudable  intlmt, 
the  necessary  tax  was  levie<l,  and  in  due  time  a com- 
niodius  brick  buildin,!;',  with  ail  the  piH)per  oftices, 
was  erected.  Jrdye  Jones.  siii>ported  ay  Sheiiti  Allen 
Harris  and  Clerk  W.  C.  Copes,  in  1850,  held  the,  first 
District  term  in  this  new  court-ljoiise,  then  the  finest 
structure  in  all  ^orth  Louisiana. 

Following  the  incorporation  of  Claiborne  Parish  was 
a marked  increase  of  emigration — j)articularly  about 
1835 — wlien  steamboats,  navigating  Ouachita  and 
Bed  Eivers,  made  access  to  the  country  less  difiicult. 
But,  from  1810  to  1800,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
South  and  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  sent  in  their  sons  and  daughters  and  slaves 
by  hundreds  and  by  thousands.  In  a few  years  roads, 
farms,  villages,  churches  and  school-houses  were  to  be 
found  all  over  the  parish.  Every  trade  and  industry 
was  represented ; bountiful  crops  rewarded  the  farm- 
er’s toil  without  stint,  and  peace  and  prosperity  bless- 
ed all  the  people. 

This  remarkable  intlux  of  ])opulaion  almost  yearly 
demanded  the  formation  of  new  ])arishes;  conse- 
quently, out  of  the  imnu'iise  original  Claiborne  was 
formed,  in  their  order  of  dates,  the  following  par 
ishesj  Bossier,  in  18J3  j Jackson,  in  18-15  ; Bienville, 
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in  1848;  Webster,  in  1871,  and  Lincoln,  in  1873 — thus 
reducing  this  once  great  parish  to  its  present 
metes  and  bounds,  to-wit : Union  Tarish  on  the 
east,  Arkansas  on  the  north,  Webster  Parish  on  the 
west,  and  Lincoln  on  the  south,  leaving  lier  a total 
area  of  778  square  miles,  embraced  in  five  townships 
and  subdivided  into  eight  wards  ; IVard  1 has  an  area 
of  120  square  miles  ; ward  2,  110;  ward  4,  72;  ward  5, 
72 ; ward  0,  83 ; ward  7,  104,  and  ward  8,  107.  And 
yet  old  Claiborne,  although  so  reduced  from  the  gran- 
duer  of  her  original  area,  has  not  been  shorn  of  all 
her  glory;  she  yet  proudly  maintains  her  position  as 
the  banner  parish  of  i^orth  Louisiana  , and  so  she  will 
remain,  for  her  foundation  is  of  iron,  and  she  can  and 
will  conquer  all  adversity. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


(XniATE,  HEALTH,  PHYSICAL  RESOURCES,  ETC.,  OF 
CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 

Claiborne  is  one  of  the  old  parishes  of  the  State, 
having*  been  organized  as  a parisli  in  IS28.  Previous 
to  that  time  it  formed  a part  of  >Tatehitoeh<*s  parish. 
When  organized,  Claiborne  contained,  in  addition -to 
its  present  area,  all  of  what  is  now  known  as  Bienville 
and  Webster  Parishes,  and  a,  i^art  of  what  is  now 
hincoln.  It  now  extends  from  Tjiiion  Parisli  on  the 
east,  along’  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas, to  AVebster  Parish  on  tlie  west,  and  is  bound- 
ed on  the  south  by  Bienville  and  AVebstcr  Parishes, 
and  on  the  southeast  by  Lincoln  Parish.  It  will  thus 
he  seen  that  Claiborne  occupies  about  a central  posi- 
tion in  the  northern  tier  of  parishes,  and  is  beyond 
dnestionthe  highest  as  well  astlie  healthiest  portion  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  average  altitude  of  Louisiana,  as  set  Ibrth  in 
I'oiiePs  Dictionary  of  Elevations  of  the  United  States, 

75  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Tliis  is  a some- 
" liat  lower  average  level  than  that  of  any  of  the  other 
‘States,  except  Florida,  Avhicli  is  put  down  at  (H)  feet 
‘‘hove  the  sea  in  its  average.  Claiborne  Parish  has 
the  highest  average  elevation  of  any  parish  in  the 
t^tate,  being  about  200  feet  al>ove  sea  level.  Still  this 
‘•'i  a rather  low  average  as  compared  with  the  country 
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north  and  west.  There  is  an  impression  with  some 
that  high  places  are  the  most  healthy,  but  this  does 
not  always  follow,  and  is  not  the  testimony  of  experi- 
ence liere  in  Louisiana.  Sometimes  the  lowest  plactes 
in  the  same  neighborhood  have  had  (juite  the  advaut- 
age  in  point  of  health. 

In  the  Old  World  some  healthful  and  fertile  localities 
are  heloir  the  level  of  the  ocean — as  the  valley  of  the 
Jordan,  more  than  1000  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
Mediterranean  S(*a,  the  shores  of  the  Caspian  Sea,  and 
portions  of  Holland,  reclaimed  from  the  ocean  by 
its  dykes.  Settlers  here  from  Alabama,  Georgia, 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  other  States,  say  they 
hnd  Claiborne  Parish  as  healthy  as  the  countries  from 
which  they  came. 

It  is  never  visited  by  the  severe  eiudemics  of  yel- 
low fever  and  small-pox,  which  are  so  fatal  in  the  par- 
ishes bordering  on  the  rivers,  especially  in  the  cities 
and  towns  on  their  banks ; nor  is  it  subject  to  those 
dangerous  malarial  diseases,  such  as  swamp  fever, 
tyi^hoid  fever,  etc.,  which  are  such  a scourge  to  the 
lower  country ; in  fact,  it  is  singularly  free  from  epi- 
demics and  malarial  disordm's  of  all  kinds,  and  will 
compare  favorably  with  any  portion  of  the  United 
States  in  ])oint  of  health.  The  only  epidemics  ever 
known  in  the  parish  is  measles,  and  that  of  a very 
mild  type,  very  rarely  causing  death. 

Area  in  s(piare-miles,  77S ; in  acres,  117,1)20 ; 
amount  of  land  vacant,  03,000  acres ; population  in 
1880,  18,857 — whites  and  blacks  e<pially  divided; 
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amount  of  taxable  property,  as  per  assessment  roll  for 
last  year.  8l,471),000 ; rate  of  taxation,  11  mills  on  the 
dollar  j area  in  cultivation,  12(5, 000  acres  ; valuation  of 
land  subject  to  taxation,  $713,317 ; valut‘  of  stock, 
1293,835. 

The  conditions  of  the  atmosph(‘re  in  its  degrees  of 
temperature  and  moisture  are  items  which  affect 
organized  life,  animal  and  vegetable-  Since  the  tem- 
perature of  the  atmosphere  falls,  as  distance  from  the 
equator  increases,  one  degree  of  depression  for  every 
added  degree  of  latitude ; and  since,  moreover, 
the  thermometer  falls  one  degree  for  every  300 
feet  of  altitude,  Louisiana  being  comparatively 
near  the  equator  and  so  little  above  tlie  sea  level, 
might  be  thought,  by  residents  of  Northern  States,  to 
be  very  warm ; but  there  are  other  influences  which 
disturb  this  natural  order  of  things  which  must  be 
taken  into  account  before  the  truth  is  reached.  There 
are  dozens  of  rivers  and  hundreds  of  smaller  streams 
coursing  over  the  surface — there,  too,  lakes  and  other 
bodies  of  water  are  numerous.  The  evaporations 
from  tliese  streams  and  laktis,  and  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  on  the  south,  rapidly  consume  or  absorb  the 
beat  of  the  sun,  just  as  water  S])rinkled  on  the  floor 
absorbs  the  heat  of  a room,  and  this  process  is  more 
I'apid  b(‘cause,  as  the  vapor  ris(‘s,  taking  with  it  all 
Hie  heat  it  can  render  insensible,  breezes  from  the 
Gulf,  as  from  the  plains  of  the  northwest,  tak(‘  it  away 
and  su[)ply  other  air  to  be  filhMl  with  other  vapor  per- 
forming the  same  ollice  in  the  cooling  process, so  that, 
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as  a matter  of  fact,  the  thermometer  rises  higher  in 
summer  in  Hew  York,  Boston  and  Pliiladelphia  th«an 
in  any  portion  ot  Louisiana.  Sun-stroke,  so 
frequent  and  fatal  in  the  cities,  and,  indeed  in  the 
country,  nortli,  is  never  known  in  Louisiana.  There 
is,  also,  another  item  not  to  ]>e  overlooked  in  seeking 
the  causes  of  a higher  temperature  in  summer  in  coun- 
tries nortli  of  Louisiana — it  is,  tiiat.  the  days  are 
longer  in  summer  as  we  proceed  Jiortliward,  and  tlie 
nights  sliorter.  There  is,  therefore,  less  time  for 
throwing  off  or  radiating  the  heat  received  from  the 
sun,  until  his  return  with  other  supplies. 

1 regret  that  there  are  no  tables  of  mean  relative 
humidity  and  temperature  from  which  I can  quote,  for 
the  information  of  tlie  possible  northern  reader,  on 
this  important  subject.  But  an  experience  of  thirty 
years  in  this  iiart  of  Louisiana  enables  the  writer  to 
say  that  the  thermometer  very  rarely  rises  as  high  as 
100  degrees  in  summer,  and  as  rarely  falls  as  low  as 
25  degrees  in  winter. 

As  already  noticed,  the  thermometer  does  not  rise 
quite  so  high  in  Louisiana  as  in  countries  further  north, 
but  this  is  not  the  whole  advantage.  The  temperature 
of  the  animal  system  is  ordinarily  above  that  of  the  at- 
mosphere. The  breezes  are  constantly  removing  from 
contact  with  the  body  the  partially  heated  paticles  of 
air  and  supplying  cooler  particles,  which  absorb  the 
heat,  and  the  cooling  sensation  is  in  proportion  to  the 
rapidity  of  the  process.  Such  breezes  are  a constant 
and  enduring  feature  of  Louisiana’s  summer  climate, 
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occurring  with  almost  daily  unvarying  regularity.  It 
is  this  feature  that  enables  a man  or  beast  to  exist 
during  a long  summer  day  under  our  semi-tropical 
[ sun,  without  distress  or  danger ; and  it  is  this  too, 
perhaps,  w^hich  accounts  for  the  total  absence 
of  sun  strokes  among  men,  and  hydrophobia  among 
dogs.  It  would,  perhaps,  not  be  well  to  omit  mention 
in  this  connection,  of  the  fact  that  we  have  some  cold 
weather  in  Louisiana.  This  country  is  subject  to  oc- 
casional cold  waves  brought  down  upon  it  by  the 
northwest  winds,  but  they  are  of  short  duration;  last- 
ing not  generally  longer  than  three  or  four  days,  as 
the  wind  quickly  veers  round,  our  Gulf  breezes  come, 
I and  our  normal  winter  weather  resumes  sway,  which 
‘ is  never  cold  enough  to  require  shelter  for  stock,  or  to 
make  fuel  for  heating  purposes  a matter  of 
consideration. 

The  surface  of  the  country  is  undulating,  hills  and 
valleys  running  in  every  direction  ; or,  x:>erhaps,  it 
might  more  properly  be  described  as  rolling,  as  the  hills 
nre  only  gentle  elevations,  never  precipitous  and  high 
in  the  States  north  and  east.  This  rolling  or 
undulating  surface  gives  rise  to  numerous  water 
I ’ ourses,  creeks,  bayous,  etc.,  which  drain  the  country 
ill  every  direction,  and  whose  currents  are  generally 
^utUciently  swift  to  carry  oil'  the  greatest  rain-fall,  so 
lhat  we  have  very  little  of  what  is  known  as  swamp 
^nd  overllowed  land,  with  their  ponds  and  lagoons  of 
'^bignant  water,  breeding  miasma,  malaria,  mosiiuitos, 
^’Ullhlo  gnats  and  other  ills  and  i>csts  to  man  and 
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beast.  In  this  respect,  Claiborne  Parish  is  blessed 
above  almost  any  other  part  of  the  State,  the  greater 
part  of  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  not  suliiceiitly  rolling 
to  drain  'well,  and  in  consequence  the  slow,  tortuous 
water  courses  failing  to  carry  oft*  the  water  fast 
enough,  it  sx)reads  out  over  the  adjacent  low-lying 
country,  where  a great  i)art  of  it  is  left  in  i^onds,  lakes 
and  lagoons,  which,  under  the  intluencef  of  our  warm 
summer  sun,  doubtless  gives  rise  to  the  various  ma- 
larial diseases  and  insect  pests  for  which  Louisiana  has 
acquired  quite  a reputation. 

The  writer  has  often  been  surprised  at  the  opinion 
held  by  residents  of  other  States,  particularly  the 
Northein  States,  in  regard  to  Louisiana.  They  seem, 
in  many  cases,  to  regard  the  whole  of  Louisiana  as 
one  vast  frog-pond,  interspersed  with  occasional  dry 
patches  or  spots  of  land  on  which  the  inhabitants  eke 
out  a miserable,  chill-shaken  existence ; indeed,  they 
would  be  surprised  to  find  a resident  of  the  South, 
outside  the  cities  and  larger  towns  where,  as  they 
think,  man  has  improved  natural  conditions,  who  was 
at  all  robust  or  in  ways  like  a man.  They  seem  to 
think  he  should  conform  very  nearly,  both  in  his  phys- 
ical developenient  and  habits  of  life,  to  his  most  inti- 
mate friend,  the  frog.  In  fact,  nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous,  or  further  from  the  truth,  than  the  idea  en- 
tertained of  Louisiana  generally  by  residents  of  other 
States,  and  this  idea  has  originated  and  been  fostered 
by  the  inaccurate  descriptions  of  geographers  and  by 
the  written  accounts  of  travelers  along  our  water 
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courses,  which,  until  late  years,  ha^^e  been  our  only 
highways  of  trade,  and  these  travelers,  added  to  their 
lack  of  means  of  observation,  have  been,  to  say  the 
least,  very  casual  observers,  and  seem  in  most  cases 
to  have  taken  a jaundiced  view  of  everything. 

It  is  true,  and  very  proper  to  be  noted  here,  that  we 
have  what  is  called  malaria  in  Louisiana,  but  we  have 
very  little  of  it  in  tlie  rolling  woodlands  of  Claiborne. 
Through  about  the  center  of  this  parish  runs  the  ridge, 
or  water  divide,  which  separates  the  waters  of  the  Ked 
and  Ouachita  Livers — the  water  courses  on  the  right, 
or  west,  emptying  into  Led  Liver,  and  those  on  the 
left,  or  east,  into  Ouachita.  We  have  no  streams 
which  are  navigable  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
parish,  though  there  are  several  having  their  rise 
here  which  are  navigable  in  their  lower  courses.  Our 
natural  scenery,  though  not  perhaps  as  picturesque  as 
that  of  mountainous  countries,  is  sutliciently  varied  and 
interesting  to  impart  a sense  of  pleasure  to  any  one 
not  entirely  blind  to  nature^s  beauties.  We  have 
winding  streams,  babbling  brooks,  gushing  springs 
many-hued  forest  scenes,  birds  Avith  brilliant  plumage, 
and  merry  songsters  ; we  haA^e  rocks  here,  too,  and 
minerals  ; strange  as  it  may  seem  to  those  Avho  only 
know  Louisiana  from  hearsay.  No  poeCs  fancy  has 
ever  delineated  in  measured  song  the  beauties  of  our 
fields  and  forests;  no  artisCs  pencil  or  brush  has 
transferred  to  canvass  the  beauties  of  our  landscapes; 
but  they  are  here,  and  Avill  abide  their  time.  In  this 
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respect,  as  in  maoy  others,  this  part  of  the  State  is 
verily  a terra  incognito. 

As  to  the  soil  of  Claiborue,  it  would  be  impossible 
within  the  limits  of  this  book,  or  within  the  limits 
prescribed  to  this  part  of  it,  to  do  full  justice  to  this 
important  feature — imi^ortaiit  because  the  soil  is  as 
yet  our  country’s  only  stock  in  trade,  its  only  resource. 
We  are  emphatically  an  agricultural  people.  Every- 
thing is  dei)endent  directly  and  exclusively  upon  the 
productions  of  the  soil— when  this  fails  everything 
else  fails — when  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  becomes 
unprofitable,  everything  else  becomes  unprofitable. 
Hence,  the  importance  which  attaches  in  a work  of 
this  kind  to  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  soil.  Lei- 
big,  the  celebrated  German  Agricultural  (Chemist,  says 
that  the  poorest  soils,  even  the  Limeburg  heath  of  his 
country,  contains  enough  of  mineral  plant-food  for 
centuries  of  profitable  tillage,  but  that  it  is  “locked  up” 
in  such  chemical  combination  as  to  render  it  inaccessi- 
ble to  plants,  except  in  a very  slight  degree.  If  this 
be  so,  and  it  doubtless  is  so,  for  Leibig  knew  whereof 
he  spoke  in  matters  of  this  kind,  it  would  seem  that 
the  quality  of  the  soil  is  not  a matter  of  such  very 
great  importance  had  we  but  tlie  key  to  this  chest,  the 
means  of  unlocking  this  chemical  combination,  and  so 
rendering  this  inexhaustible  supply  accessible  to 
plants;  but  here  is  the  rub,  we  have  it  not,  nor  are  we 
likely  to  have  it  soon,  if  ever.  The  farmer  in  North 
Louisiana  is  obliged,  in  the  main,  to  take  his  soil  just 
as  he  finds  it,  to  accept  the  return  it  makes  for  his  pa- 
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tieiit  toil,  of  its  own  free  will,  without  the  aid  which 
scientific  discoveries  have  rendered  possible  in  more 
favored  cases  j for  he  is,  in  most  cases,  ig  norant  of  the 
elements  with  which  his  soil  is  supplied,  or  in  which  it 
is  deficient— he  knows  nothing  of  the  chemical  combina- 
tions necessary  to  tlie  growth  of  the  plants  he  wishes 
to  cultivate  j and  even  if  lie  possessed  this  scientific 
knowledge,  he  has  not  the  means  at  hand  to  render  it 
practicably  useful.  So  the  best  he  can  do,  is  to  make 
use  of  such  fertilizers  as  he  may  have  at  hand  wiiich 
observation  and  experience  tell  him  will  be  beneficial  to 
his  plants.  He  is  an  experimenter,  groping  in  the  dark 
even  the  little  way  which  his  circumstances  will  admit 
of  bis  going  in  this  direction.  The  supply  of  ferti- 
lizers on  an  average  farm  in  Claiborne  parish,  know'ii 
to  be  of  value,  is  so  limited  that  a large  part  of  the 
area  in  cultivation  must  necessarily  go  from  year  to 
year  without  fertilization ; so  that  the  quality 
of  the  soil  is  an  item  of  the  first  importance. 
When  I tell  the  practical  geologist  that  the  soil  of 
Claiborne  Parish  is  not  alluvial  in  its  character,  he  says 
at  once,  then  it  belongs  to  the  tertiary  formation,  or 
to  the  tertiary  geological  epoch,  and  is  formed  in  the 
main  from  the  disintegration  of  sandstone.  Your  soil, 
says  he,  must  be  largely  composed  of  sand.  Quite 
true,  sand  seems  to  be  a predominant  constituent  of 
our  soil  5 but,  I say  to  him,  we  have  red  lands'^  in 
Claiborne — lands  in  whi(;h  sand  is  not  at  all  conspicu- 
ous, as  an  element.  They  are,  says  he,  somewhat 
sandy  in  their  character,  and  are  formed  from  the  dis- 
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integration  of  red  sandstone  to  which  iron  has  given 
the  coloring  matter  ; such  soils  ought  to  be  rich  in  the 
phosphates  of  iron  and  profitable  to  cultivate,  as 
these  elements  are  valuable  as  a plant-food.  Eight 
again;  our  red  lands  are  profitably  cultivated — on 
them  crops  do  well,  to  which  the  phosphates  of  lime 
and  iron  are  a vital  necessity.  The  practical  farmer, 
or  plant  grower,  knowing  little  of  chemistry  or  geology 
judges  of  laud  by  the  natural  growth  upon  it— the 
trees  which  nature  has  planted  there,  and  which 
have  flourished  and  taken  possession  of  the  soil  in  its 
wild  state.  He  sees  the  oak,  the  ash,  the  hickory,  the 
walnut,  the  black-jack — he  knows  thatfrom  their  ashes 
good  soai>  is  made  ; he  may  not  know  that  these  ashes 
are  rich  in  the  phosphates  of  lime,  so  valuable  as  plant- 
foo'd,  but  he  does  know  that  where  these  trees  grow, 
corn,  cotton  and  potatoes  will  grow,  and  may  be 
profitably  grown.  He  knows,  too,  when  he  sees  the 
character  of  the  soil,  that  it  is  porous,  loose  and  mel- 
low, that  it  will  readily  yield  up  what  elements  of 
plant-tood  it  possesses,  that  it  is  generous  in  its  nature 
and  easy  of  cultivation.  The  practical  farmer  of 
Claiborne  knows  these  things  and  makes  practical  and 
profitable  use  of  such  knowledge,  but  he  does  not 
know  often,  how,  by  several  successive  years  of  profita- 
able  tillag(‘,  he  has  robbed  his  generous  soil  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  available^,  plant-food,  and  that  he 
Tias  to  rej.'lace  what  he  has  reckh'ssly  taken  away, 
to  reinvigorate  his  exhausted  soil. 

In  fact,  In',  does  not  seem  to  be  aware  that  these 
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years  of  constant  cultivation  are  mjiking  fearful  in- 
roads upon  liis  bank  account  — his  stoidc  in  trade  — 
the  available  plant-food  in  In's  soil;  do(^s  not  seem  to 
know,  or  acts  as  though  he  did  not  know,  that  these 
elements  of  i)lant-food  arc  liis  oidy  resource,  the  sole 
reason  why  his  lands  are  worth  anything  wlmtever  to 
himself  or  others.  If  he  thinks  about  these  things  at 
all,  hti  thinks  that  lands  are  chea[),  and  so  goes  ahead, 
year  after  year,  without  counting  the  cost,  even  to 
himself  in  the  end,  leaving  out  of  consideration  alto- 
gether the  heritage  of  his  cliildren,  the  needs  of  the 
generation  which  is  to  come  after  him.  In  this  case, 
the  sins  of  the  fathers  are  indeed  visited  upon  the 
children  to  the  third  and  fourth  generations.’’  Tlie 
rule  generally  followed  is,  as  fast  as  one  held  is  ex- 
hausted it  is  turned  out,  the  forest  cut  away  and  an- 
other enclosed  to  go  through  the  same  lU'ocess  of 
treatment;  so  that  our  domain  will  soon  be  largely 
composed  of  old  fields  turned  out  to  grow  up  in  xiim^s, 
for  it  is  a peculiarity  of  our  soil  that  the  natural 
growth  does  not  return  to  it  alter  it  has  been  treated 
in  this  way,  that  natural  growth  which  eventually 
enriches  it  and  brings  it  ba<;k  to  its  original  state  of 
available  fertility,  but  young  pim\s  take  possession  of 
it,  and  they,  as  is  well  known,  add  litth‘  to  the  fertil- 
ity of  soil  by  the  decay  of  their  lbliag<‘,  as  is  the  ease 
with  numerous  other  plants.  It  might  1)C  w(‘ll  to  enter 
a little  more  into  detail  as  to  the  a vintage  tariiu'rs’ 
methods  and  the  success  which  attend  them.  Wlnm 
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lie  decides  uxiou  tlie  precise  plot  of  eminent  domain 
wliicli  lie  will  next  lay  waste,  his  lirst  step  is  to  seek 
out  all  the  timber  growing'  ux)on  it  which  can  be  con- 
verted into  rails  — such  trees  are  felled  and  converted 
into  rails  j next  he  cuts  olf  tiie  under-growth,  which  is 
made  into  brush-heaps,  to  be  burned  when  dry;  then 
cuts  down  the  saplings  and  smaller  trees,  whose 
bodies  are  cut  into  convenient  lengths  for  hauling 
home,  and  whose  lax)s  go  to  the  brush-heaxis ; he  next 
chops  around  all  trees  left  standing,  thus  ‘‘deadening 
them,”  as  it  is  called,  as  this  circular  chox)X>iag  through 
the  sap  x>art  of  the  tree  x)iiiveiits  the  free  circulation 
of  the  sap,  thus  killing  the  tree  which  is  left  standing 
to  take  its  chances  against  decay  and  the  x>i‘evailing 
winds — its  falling  is  only  a question  of  time.  He 
hauls  out  everything  available  for  fuel,  thus  fre- 
quently getting  enough  fuel  for  a year  or  two  from  a 
small  xdot. of  ground;  next  he  cuts  all  logs  left  on  the 
ground  into  convenient  lengths  which,  with  the  helx) 
of  his  neighbors,  he  makes  into  heax)S  on  the  ground, 
and  into  these  heaps  go  all  refuse  from  the  fuel  se- 
lected. The  brush  with  log-heaps  often  cover  almost 
the  entire  surface  of  the  ground.  IJis  clearing  is  now 
done,  and  is  ready  for  the  grand  burning  as  soon  as 
the  brush  and  logs  are  snlliciently  dry.  If  the  clear- 
ing is  done  in  the  summer  or  fall,  the  burning  may  be 
done  in  winter,  but  if  the  clearing  is  done  in  winter 
the  burning  is  not  generally  done  until  in  the  sx)i‘ing, 
just  before  x>l‘>iding  time.  After  tin's  new  li(*ld  is 
burned  off,  he  X)roceeds  to  surround  it  with  a “cross- 
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fence”  of  rails,  wiien  it  is  ready  for  tlie  plow.  The 
fanner  frequently  realizes  enonuh  corn  or  cotton  from 
this  new  held  the  first  year  to  ]>ay  for  its  clearing;’, 
though  it  generally  hai)p(ms  that  very  little  is  ob- . 
tained  for  tJie  first  years  cultivation,  but  tlie  st'cond 
year’s  cultivation  gom'rally  yi(‘lds  exiadlont  crops — a 
bale  of  cotton  or  thirty  buslu^ls  otb'oru  per  acre  being 
j frequently  realized  on  uplands  the  si^cond  year,  but 
its  inaxiinum  is  not  generally  rejiclied  till  the  third 
year.  This  field  is  then  kept  in  constant  cultivation 
in  crops  which  take  all  from  the  soil  and  return  very 
little,  or  nothing,  to  it  until,  by  a constantly  diminish- 
ing yield,  it  is  found  no  longer  profitable  for  cultiva- 
tion ; then  it  too,  is  laid  aside,  and  anotlier  inroad 

made  uiion  the  forest.  1803417 

Nowhere  in  the  United  States,  perhaps,  can  more 
generous  soil  be  found  than  the  rolling  woodlands  of 
Claiborne  Parish — nowhere  a soil  Avhieh  more  readily 
yields  up  its  elements  of  })lant-food,  or  is  easier  of  cul- 
tivation. Ther(‘  are  richer  and  more  durable  lands 
elsewhere,  but  takiiig  into  cousid(‘ration  certainty  of 
yield  and  ease  of  cultivation,  there  are  none,  I venture 
to  say,  whi(‘h  will  better  repay  (amTul  tillage  and 
proper  managennmt  than  tlnw,  or  more  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  tlui  intelligent  agrictdrurist.  These  lands 
are  almost  all  adapted  to  th(‘  highest  fertilizing  ; they 
can,  by  proper  mauagenumt  jmd  very  little  cost,  be 
I hept  at  their  maximum  yi('ld  — indiaal,  they  can  1m‘ 

I made  better  <‘V(U‘V  yi'ar  ins(«‘ad  of  being  made  poonu’, 

as  is  now  too  often  the  case.  I have  heretofore  spoken 
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of  the  better  class  of  uplands  in  Claiborne  j these,  as  I 
said  before,  often  yield,  with  careful  tillage  and  with- 
out fertilizers,  as  much  as  a bale  of  cotton  or  30  or  40 
bushels  of  corn  per  acre.  Corn  and  cotton  being  the 
leading  productions  of  the  country  the  value  of  land  is 
generally  estimated  by  its  production  of  these  two 
staides;  but  there  are  other  lands  not  so  productive; 
others  in  cultivation  on  which  half  of  the  above  yield 
is  considered  a good  oiie  ; others  there  ai’e,  too,  which 
seem  comparatively  worthless,  except  for  the  timber 
on  them.  But  this  last  class  of  lands  form  but  a small 
part  of  Claiborne’s  area.  There  is  very  little  land 
within  the  limits  of  the  parish  which  may  not  be  pi'of- 
itably  cultivated,  and  upon  all  of  it  fertilizers  may  be 
profitably  used.  This  fact  has  been  demonstrated 
again  and  again,  in  numerous  instances.  The  surface 
soil,  though  unusually  liglit  and  i)orous,  has  underly- 
ing it  a firm  and  compact  subsoil  which  is  within  easy 
reach  of  plant-roots,  and  which  serves  the  double  })ur- 
pose  of  giving  the  ])lant  a firm  hold  on  the  earth,  and 
of  preventing  the  leaking  tliroiigh  of  fertilizers  ap- 
plied to  the  surface  soil.  This  subsoil  is  not  entirely 
of  clay  or  aluminum,  as  the  chemists  call  it,  which  is 
not  food  for  plants,  but  is  found  to  contain,  in  many 
cases,  a fair  amount  of  plant-food. 

The  staple  commoditi(‘s  of  thisi)artof  the  country 
for  markets  outside  the  State,  it  is  expected,  will  soon 
eidarge  in  nnnd)cr,  but  at  i>resent  they  are  extremely 
tew,  and  might  iHU-liaps  be  snmed  ii[)  in  one  word — 
Cotton.  Cotton  is  almost  our  only  crop  for  sale.  It  is 
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as  we  say  liere,  our  only  money  crop.”  The  history 
of  aj^riculture  in  the  United  States,  and  i)erliaps  in 
other  parts  of  the  civilized  worldj  has  always  taught 
one  important  lesson  which  impoverished  farms  and 
empty  purses  are  slowly  urging  the  present  generation 
to  heed.  It  is  this — that  no  exclusively  agricultural 
community  can  ever  be  prosperous  while  it  confines  it- 
self to  the  production  of  a single  commodity.  ]S"o 
mattei*  how  well  the  soil  may  be  adajited  to  its  i)i*o- 
duction,  the  climate  and  natural  conditions  suited  to 
its  growth,  that  country  or  community  which  links  its 
fortunes  to  that  of  a single  plant,  that  stakes  its  all 
upon  its  successful  culture,  Avill  be  and  must  needs  be 
always  poor  and  often  finds  itself  in  sad  straits.  Ex- 
perience proves  this  lesson  wherever  su(.*li  a course  has 
been  pursued.  The  most  unobservant  trav(‘ler  through 
a country  where  cotton  is  cultivated  to  the  exclusion 
of  other  crops  suited  to  the  soil  and  climate,  or  where 
tobacco,  hemp,  or  any  other  single  plant  reigns 
supreme,  has  had  this  truth  torced  upon  him  by  the 
worn  out  lands,  the  deserted  homesteads,  the  dilajii- 
dated  fences  and  farm  houses,  the  utter  absence  of 
progress  and  enterprise,  and  tlie  scenes  of  thriftless- 
ness and  want  which  nuMd  his  eyes  on  every  side. 
While  cotton  is  now  almost  the  only  tiling  pro- 
duced for  market,  the  soil  of  Claiborne  Parish  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  })roduction  of  a vari(‘ry 
of  other  crops,  whi<*h  might  prolitably  tak(‘ 
the  place  of  cotton  in  jiart.  The  sw(»et  potato 
is,  tor  house  use,  a universal  crop  in  this  part 
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of  tlie  State,  aiul  seems  to  be  in  its  natural  home.  It 
IS  easily  propagated  from  the  roots,  sprouts  or  vines, 
and  ^yith  a little  care  in  the  prex)aration  of  the  ground 
and  subsequent  cultivation,  returns  an  immense^yield, 
often  as  much  as  oOO  bushels  per  a<jre.  From  its  easy 
propagation  and  cultivation,  its  large  yield  and  tlie 
variety  and  excellence  of  the  dishes  pr(q)ared  from  it, 
io  is  one  of  the  indispensable  crops  for  home  use,  but 
has  not  hitherto  been  raised  for  markets  outside  the 
State.  This  is  due,  doubtless,  to  lack  of  tinnsporta- 
tion,  but  now  that  we  ha  \^e  a railroad  within  easy 
reach  and  are  likely  to  have  another  soon,  this  imx)cd- 
Imeut  will  be  removed,  and  we  may  expect  to  see  the 
SA'^eet  jAOtato  take  its  place  among  the  products  of 
t -o  country  and  Avith  great  profit  to  the  farmer. 

The  Irisli  potato,  or  white  potato;’’  is  accredited 
as  a uatiA^e  of  Chili  and  Fern,  and  Avas  introduced  into 
Korth  America  by  the  Si)aniards,  from  Avhence  it  Avas, 
ill  1580,  carried  lyy  Sir  Walter  Faleigh  to  England,  and 
perhaps  acquired  its  name  of  “Irish  i)otato”  from  the 
extjnt  to  wliic.h  it  Avas  groAxm  in  Ireland.  This 
•tuber  ought  soon  to  take  a ])rominent  place  among  the 
very  profitable  crops  of  North  liOnisiana.  Tlu'n^  is 
probably  nothing  that  the  soil  prodiuaxs  Avhi(*h  can  be 
more  prolitalily  groAvn  than  tin;  Irish  jmtato. 

Field  i)cas  of  many  A'arietii's  groAV  to  pertection 
her(‘,  and  are  often  a valuable  adjunct  to  the  fiinners’ 
corn  crop,  as  tln\v  furnish  ('X(a‘lhmt  food  lor  all 
kinds  of  domestic  animals,  im'lnding  man  nimsi'lf. 
Their  cultivation  is  receiving  a.  large  share  of  atten- 
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tioii  now,  whicli  is  a sign  of  better  times,  as  beside  j>» 
its  valuable  qualities  as  a food,  its  culture  is  ver> 
beneticial  to  the  laud  on  whicli  it  is  grown.  - The  iiea 
is  largely  an  air  leeder  and  hence  may  be  grown  on 
very  poor  laud  and  be  made  to  return  much  more  to 
the  soil  than  it  takes  from  it,  and  thus  increase  fertil- 
ity. It  is  found  very  iidvantageous  to  land  to  sow  it 
in  peas  and  jilow  under  while  the  vines  are  green. 

Wheat  does  not  seem  to  do  well  anywhere  in  Louisi' 
ana,  though  it  has  been  tried  at  various  times  on  the 
uplands  of  Claiborne  j its  culture  has  never  been  at- 
tended with  marked  success.  Sometiines  its  yield  has 
been  satisfactory,  more  frequently  however  it  fails. 

Oats  are  a staple  production  of  the  country.  If  sown 
in  the  fall  they  rarely  fail  to  amply  repay  the  farmer  for 
all  the  care  and  attention  bestowed  upon  them.  Barley 
and  rye,  also  do  well  here  but  are  not  at  present 
largely  planted,  not  as  much  as  formerlj'. 

Sorghum  has  been  at  various  times  expmamentally 
grown,  and  is  at  present  grown  in  small  (luantities.  It 
grows  very  luxuriantly,  and  is  of  cer  tain  yield  if  prop- 
erly cultivated,  but  has  boon  v'  garded  as  of  doubtful 
profit.  Its  tops  or  seed  are  known  to  be  excellent  food 
for  stock. 

Garde!*  products  are  an  essi‘ntial  feature  of  every 
household  in  the'  parish;  ik*  home  is  completi‘  witlioiit 
its  vegetable  gaiden,  the  lu'oducts  of  which  go  far  to- 
ward furnishing  the  family  with  wholesome  foo<^ 
tliroughont  th(‘  entire  year.  Kvery  variety  of 
garden  vegetable  found  in  this  latitude  does  well  here, 
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beaus,  Eiiglisb  peas,  cabbage,  tomatoes,  turnips; 
onions,  beets,  lettuce  ami  immeroiis  otliers  grow  very 
luxuriantly,  and  nothing  pays  better  or  is  more  pleas, 
ing  to  the  eye  than  the  well  kept  gardens  in  Claiborne 
Parish. 

The  tind)er  supply  is  sulticient  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  population,  as  it  naturally  increases,  for  many 
generations  Pine,  several  kinds  of  oak,  sweet  and 
black  gum,  hickory,  walnut,  ash,  maple,  iron  wood, 
persimmon  and  many  other  varieties  are  found  in  easy 
reach  of  nine-tenths  of  the  farms.  There  are  thousands 
of  acres  once  iu  cultivation  worn  out  and  now  left  to  grow 
up  or  wash  away,  tl lat are  coverd  with  young  pines,  etc. 
Here  and  on  [>arts  of  farms  too  wet  to  cultivate,  grow 
delicious  blackberries,  bushels  of  which  may  be  seen  at 
a glance;  dewberries  in  luxuriant  plenty  arc  found  iu 
these  old  lields.  These,  together  with  various  other 
berries,  such  as  the  ditferent  kinds  of  haws,  liuckleber- 
ries,  paw  paws,  (the  banana  of  the  temperate  zones) 
etc.,  may  be  had  in  plenty  for  the  mere  trouble  of  gather- 
ing; chincapins,  walnuts  and  hickoiynuts  are  equally 
as  numerous.  Fruits  of  all  kinds  peculiar  to  this  lati- 
tude grow  to  pertection,  and  a failure  of  the  crop  is 
rare.  Flowers,  native  and  exotic,  are  reared  with 
little  trouble,  grow  luxuriantly,  and  frost,  except  with 
the  most  tender  varieticvs,  s(‘ldom  requires  that  they  be 
housed  or  protected. 

Game  of  tlui  smaller  spt'cies,  such  as  sipiirrels,  birds, 
hare,  etc.,  are  numerous,  but  (.leer  and  turkey,  thougii 
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oiiceverj"  immeroas,  are  now  rare,  liavinj;'  son glit  more 
thinly  settled  parts  ot  the  country. 

Melons  of  every  variety,  from  the  (dassie  pumpkin  to  the 
primitive  g;ourd,  abound  in  Claiborne,  and  of  the  very 
finest  quality,  among  which  tlie  watermelon  deserves 
special  mention.  It  is  ])rol>able  that  nowhere  in  the 
world  can  this  frnit  be  grow  n more  successfully  than 
here  on  the  san  ly  lands  of  Claiborne,  it  is  extremely 
prolific,  finely  flavored  and  often  growxs  to  immense 
size.  The  wTiter  lias  often  seen  them  weighing 
fifty  pounds,  sometimes  sixty.  They  might  be  very 
profitably  grow  n here  for  northern  markets. 
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KaKLY  days  in  NOKTII  LOi;i?iTANA,  BY  AN  OLD  SET 
TLER— WILD  APl’EARANCE  OF  THE  COUNTR  Y 
—FOREST  FIRES — SETTLE3IENTS,  ETC. 

Ill  the  latter  part  of  tlie  winter  of  1818  could  have 
oeen  seen  in  the  Horse  Shoe  lieiul  of  Cumberland 
iiiver,  Teiin.,  about  three  miles  from  Carthage,  a flat 
ooat  tied  by  ropes  to  the  shore.  On  this  boat  was  a 
man  and  his  wife,  some  cliildren,  a few  lionsehold 
goods,  cooking  utensils  and  a rilie.  That  man  was  John 
Murrell,  starting  with  his  family  in  search  of  a home  in 
the  far  west,  somewhere  up  in  the  Red  River  valley. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  lines  that  held  the  Hat  boat 
to  the  shore  were  cut  loose,  and  John  iMnrrell,  wife  and 
children  turned  their  backs  to  their  old  Tennessee 
home.  Floating  down  the  river,  they  joined  at  Nash- 
ville, according  to  a previous  understanding,  a com- 
pany of  emigrants  that  were  bound  to  the  same  un- 
known promised  la  ud.  Disposing  of  his  old  Hat  boat, 
Murrell  and  family  got  aboard  one  of  two  barges,  or,  as 
then  called,  keel  boats.  There  wen‘  about  ten  families, 
to-wit : that  of  Wallace.  Clark,  Ward.  .Manning,  Dyer, 
(big  Joe),  Hutson,  Robinson,  Duty,  Dooly,  reterson 
and  Murrell.  Dc'secnding  the  ( 'umberland,  tlu'y  enler- 
■ ed  the  great  Mississippi  and  lloatiMl  down  to  the  month 
of  Red  Riv(‘i*.  Alter  resting  here  a few  days,  they 
slowly  asc(Muled  the  wonderous  Red  River,  and  after 
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many  days  of  toil  and  miiclilossof  time  in  working  their 
way  through  tlie  great  raft  and  among  monster  ali- 
gators,  safely  landed  at  Long  Prairie^  in  the  Arkan- 
sas Territory.  All  were  eharmed  with  the  conntry  — 
it  was  so  fresh  and  new — but  it  was  a solitude.  The 
sound  of  an  axeorritie  was  not  to  be  heard,  nor  the 
smoke  of  a cabin  to  be  seen.  The}"  Avere  alone,  in  a 
primeval  world.  One  of  the  comi)any,  II.  liobinson, 
became  so  dissatished  because  of  the  Avild  and  v.n- 
broken  solitude  of  the  country,  that  he  alone  with  his 
Avife  and  child,  made  off  through  the  Avild  Avoo(h]  for 
his  home  in  dear  old  Tennessee.  The  others,  f.a  ,ing 
more  nerve,  spent  some  time  in  hunting  out  localities 
to  suit  them.  Murrell  and  AVallace  pitclied  their  camp 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  i)ut  up  rude  board  ‘^i»elters, 
cut  down  a small  patch  of  cane  and  piantea  ^ovn  and 
vegetables.  Murrell  haAuiig  about  8100  in  cash,  deter- 
mined to  invest  it  in  cattle  ; so  in  June  he  took  a trail 
that  lead  down  to  IS^atchi todies  Parish;  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  only  pass  Avays  AVt*re  the  hunter 
or  Indian  trails,  or  paths.  Dn  the  trail  Murrell  tra\"- 
eled  there  Avere,  betAveen  Long  Praire  and  Natchito- 
ches, only  tAvo  caluiis,  one  of  Avhich  Avas  A'acant,  for 
the  man  (Bosel)  Avho  built  it,  left  in  a fcAV  days  after 
comj^leting  it  for  Texas,  or  the  Spanish  country,  as  it 
Avas  then  called.  The  c>ther  "'as  the  home  of  Isaac 
Alden  and  Mrs.  John.sen,  ohe  [ilacc*.  now  as  the 

Pools  tilace,  eight  miles  east  of  Minden.  Alden  and  his 
wife  entreated  .Murrell  to  bring  his  family  and  take 
possession  of  t!i is  (*a!hn.  Put  Murrell  Avanted  cattle. 
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so  he  went  ahead  on  his  cow  ]mnc,  south  of  Xatchito- 
ches  found  and  bought  ten  cows  and  calves.  On  Ids 
arrival  home  with  his  cattle,  he  was  horror  struck  to 
find  a number  of  his  family  sick  with  fever.  This  he 
could  not  stand,  and  at  once  determined  to  get  his 
family  away  from  the  river.  The  deserted  cabin  on 
the  Natchitoches  trail,  the  kindly  suggestion  of  the 
Aldens,  promi)tly  came  to  mind,  and  lie  resolved  so 
soon  as  his  family  was  able  to  travel,  to  leave  the 
X>oisonous  Red  River  and  find  a shelter  in  tins  lonely 
cabin.  His  wealth  was  not  great,  consisting  of  two 
ponies,  ten  cows  and  calves,  one  dog,  one  ritle  and  an 
axe,  but  of  far  more  value  to  him  than  all  else,  a brave 
wife  and  six  dependent  children.  August  G,  1818,  he 
stoi)i)ed  in  front  ot  that  vacant  cabin  on  the  x)lace  now 
belonging  to  Win.  H.  Maxey,  and  beneath  its  humble 
shelter,  thankfully  jilaced  his  wearied  wife  and  children. 
Letting  Mrs.  Johnson  know  that  his  family  was  in  the 
Rosel  cabin,  she  immediately  attended  to  his  wants, 
letting  him  have  meat,  bread,  corn,  etc.,  and  showing 
every  delight  at  knowing  she  had  a neighbor  within 
twelve  miles,  for  up  to  this  time  her  nearest  neighbors 
were  at  Campte,  miles  below  on  Red  River.  As  ueigli- 
bors,  we  mean  sucii  as  a civilized,  Christian  woman 
could  welcome.  We  could  almost  daily  see  Indians, 
for  tliere  were  many  of  them  in  the  country.  They 
lived  in  small  villages,  and  moved  from  ])lace  to  }>lace 
as  their  hunting  exiieditions  reipiired.  Hut  these 
Indians  wen*  inollensive,  committing  no  depredations 
on  stock  or  other  proxierty  One  of  these  villages  was 
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on  the  land  now  owned  by  Col.  John  Kimbell,  and 
among  these  roving  people  was  a half-breed  Cherokee, 
who  had  fled  from  his  people  for  killing  one  of  the 
tribe. 

Away  from  the  malarial  Red  River,  Murrell’s  family 
soon  regained  good  health,  save  the  babe,  which  in  a 
few  days  left  the  lonely  cabin  a corpse. 

Murrell  being  possessed  of  a fair  supply  of  native 
genius,  as  well  as  i)leiity  of  pluck,  at  once  went  to 
work  and  in  a day  or  two  had  rigged  up  and  in  fine 
working  order  a.  first-class  Armstrong  mill.  This 
mill,  though  simple  in  appearance,  combined  several 
of  the  mechanical  powers,  operating  through  a spring 
pole  to  a i^estle  in  a mortar  box,  or  hole  burnt  into  the 
end  of  a heavy  block  of  wood.  The  spring  pole  is 
worked  up  and  down  by  hand  — hence  the  name 

Armstrong  mill.”  The  sifting  apparatus  of  this  mill 
was  made  of  a dry  deer  skin  from  which  the  hair  had 
been  shaved,  stretched  tightly  over  a broad  wooden 
hoop,  and  then  burned  full  of  holes  with  a hot  s[)indle. 
It  was  a great  snccessj  far  surpassing  the  common 
hand  pestle  and  mortar.  However,  two  or  three  years 
thereafter,  he  succeeded  in  getting  an  improved  Arm- 
strong, a steel  mill,  which  proved  to  be  a gi'cat  saving 
of  labor,  and  made  a better  meal  than  the  old  fash- 
ioned spring  pole. 

The  country  then  was  almost  entirely  ('overed  with 
a dense  thu'het  of  brush,  briars  and  vines.  Cane  was 
abundant  on  all  the  stri'ains  and  abutting  hill  points, 
but  lire  breaking  out  and  spreading  all  over  the  land, 
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this  mass  of  brusli,  whilo  a second  tire  cleaiHMl 
off  all  the  face  of  the  laud,  leaving  it  an  open,  beau- 
lifiil  country.  You  could  see  a cow  or  deer  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach  through  the  intervening  living- 
timber.  Xew  grasses  sprang  up,  the  wild  ]>ea  vine 
and  switch  cane,  and  a better  range  for  farmer’s  cat- 
tle, hogs,  deer  and  turkey  was  never  seen. 

Murrell  cultivated  his  tirst  crop  with  the  hoe,  both 
his  ponies  having  died.  The  woods  abounding  with 
all  manner  of  game,  he  got  his  main  supply  therefrom. 
A turkey  for  dinner  required  only  a few  minutes  hunt, 
venison  steak  was  to  be  had  at  any  hour,  and  l)ear  in 
the  proper  season  was  readily  converted  into  the  best 
of  bacon.  Wolves,  too,  abounded.  It  was  common 
to  see  them,  of  moonlight  nights,  traveling  around  the 
house  or  cow  pen.  Mrs.  Murrell  left  her  churn  at  the 
creek-side  one  night  and  the  wolves  carried  it  off  into 
a tree  top  iifty  yards  away  and  knawed  it  to  t)iece,s. 
They  were  fearful  on  young  t)igs  and  calves. 

As  previously  stated,  there  were  no  roads,  but  in 
lieu  thereof  were  two  trails  leading  through  the 
country  — one  from  Mt.  Prairie,  Ark.,  to  ISatclntoches, 
the  other  from  Long  Prairie,  Ark.,  to  Monroe,  ci 
Ouachita  Parish.  Aatchitoches  Parish,  iii  wliich  was 
then  embraced  Claiborne  ihirish,  (‘xtmidcd  Irom  ilap- 
ides  north  to  Arkansas  Territory,  and  from  Ouachita 
Parish  on  the  east,  to  tlie  kSpanish  country  (Texas)  on 
the  west. 

In  the  fall  of  18bs  si'veial  families  moved  into  the 
country.  iUrs.  Lung  sottled  where  is  new  Haynes- 
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ville.  Her  house,  or  eabiii,  stood  at)out  rrhere  now  is 
the  residence  of  A.  Brown.  Her  son,  Davis  Long, 
settled  the  place  now  known  as  Long’s  Springs,  near 
Minden,  and  liv(‘d  then‘  a bfdchelor  for  years  ; hut  in 
18-10  he  took  unto  himself  a wife,  and  raised  a clever 
family  of  children  : among  thein  we  recollect  Miss 
Lucy  Long.  She  is  now  <h‘ad. 

If  I mistake  not,  about  this  time  Martin  Allen  came 
into  this  same  neighborhood  and  settled  on  what  is 
known  as  the  J.  W.  Fuller  property.  He  was  the 
first  Justice  of  the  Peace  appointed  in  this  part  of  the 
parish.  Mr.  Holcomb,  about  the  same  time  came 
among  us,  and  IMr.  Brazil  and  Obediah  Diskill,  and 
Mr.  A.  Crownover.  Mr.  Diskill  settled  the  Cooper 
place,  and  ]Ur.  Crownover  on  the  Dr.  Harper  Creek. 
Mr.  Crownover  was  a hatter  by  trade,  aiid  to  get  me  a 
hat  I hunted  coons  many  nights  to  get  fur  enough  to 
make  it.  Ten  good  skins  were  reiiuircd  to  make  a 
boy’s  hat.  Dr.  Walker  lo(*ated  on  the  same  Harper 
Creek  (both  settlemeids  are  now  in  the  Joe  Carter 
farm)  •,  and  he  was  a doct<n’  by  nature  and  not  by  educa- 
tion, and  very  successfnl  in  treating  all  the  simple 
sickness  of  that  day,  (1819);  for  the  (*ountry  was 
remarkably  healthy.  The  [)opulation  of  this  settle- 
ment increas(Ml  rai)i(lly;  it  looked  to  us  to  be  number- 
h‘ss,  ami  may  be  enuimnatc'd  by  calling  tlu'  names  of 
the  families  — Mr.  riessie  Williams  and  his  good  wife, 
Annt  lMinni<‘,  two  childium  and  a black  dog,  and 
Thomas  Cray,  who  s('lth‘d  thriM*  mih\s  south  of  Mui‘- 
rell.  He  was  a most  zt'idous  Methodist  and  seemed 
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to  tliink,  from  the  way  lie  talked,  that  Metliodistism 
was  lirst  and  the  Bible  second.  But  religion  was  at  a 
mighty  low  ebb  in  those  days.  Meat,  bread  and 
shelter  were  the  main  considerations. 

In  1820  news  came  that  some  German  emigrants 
had  beesj  left  near  Boggy  Bayou  in  a destitute  and 
helpless  condition.  ]\Ir.  A.  J.  Alden,  Thomas  Gray 
and  Murrell  wemt  to  see  if  they  could  be  of  any  assist- 
ance to  them.  Finding  them  in  a truly  bad  condition, 
each  contracted  with  a family  to  live  Avith  him  two 
years  in  consideration  of  a sui)port  and  being  taught 
the  use  of  our  implements  in  making  a living  iu  a 
new  country.  Mr.  Alden  brought  home  with  him 
Jacob,  a pedler ; Mr.  Gray,  Adam  Miller  (father  of 
Jake  and  Cody),  and  Murrell,  Frederick  Miller  and 
his  father,  father  and  grandfather  of  Long  John 
Miller.  The  old  man  stiller  died  the  second  year  after 
he  was  brought  among  us,  and  for  his  body  Avas  dug 
the  first  grave,  in  iMurrell’s  grave  yard,  and  we  believe 
he  Avas  the  first  man  to  die  in  Claiborne  Parish.  That 
grave  used  to  look  lonely  out  tliere  iu  the  Avoods,  but 
it  is  in  a little  (;ity  of  the  dead  now — shaded  by  the 
cedar  and  forest  groAvth.  These  people  Avorked  out 
their  contracts,  then  settled  near  by  on  homes  of  their 
OAvn  and  raised  large  and  respectable  families.  There 
arc  many  of  these  true  ^lillms  iioav'  iu  diflerent  parts 
of  the  parish. 

During  this  year  AVilliam  Gryder  moved  in  and 
settled  on  Buck  Creek,  Avith  all  his  girls,  boys  and 
dogs — many,  though  he  had  no  more  than  the  law 
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allowed  him.  He  was  our  lirst  blacksmith,  and  ham- 
mered more  iron  and  with  more  persistence  than  any 
man  in  all  the  land.  AVith  him  bell  makiii^^  was  a 
specialty;  he  could  not  be  beat,  and  he  learned  all  his 
boys  to  make  bells — his  girls  were  belles  by  nature,  of 
the  best  kind,  as  was  proven  by  the  boys  taking  one 
as  soon  as  they  could.  Also  came  this  year  the 
McCartys,  the  Edmonds  and  many  others,  good  men 
and  women,  whose  names  1 cannot  now  recall. 

In  1821  Mr.  Newt  Hrew  settled  on  Black  Bayou, 
near  Hriskill.  Drew  was  a gunsmith  by  trade,  though 
he  here  turned  his  attention  maiidy  to  farming.  He 
sent  his  old  servant,  Jack,  one  morning  to  drive  up 
his  horses.  That  morning  Jack  found  a bear  turning 
over  a log  in  search  of  bugs,  and  thinking  himself  a 
good  bear  hunter,  picked  ui)  a x>ine  knot  and  made  for 
the  bear.  Slipping  close  up  he  let  drive  at  the  bear, 
and  to  his  astonishment  the  bear  wheeled  around  to 
see  what  was  the  trouble.  Seeing  Jack,  the  bear  laid 
his  ears  back  and  made  for  him,  but  Jack,  trusting  to 
his  legs,  fled  like  a scared  wolf.  He  escaped  from  the 
bear,  but  when  he  stopi)ed  in  his  wild  flight,  he  was 
lost,  and  wandered  around  for  three  or  four  days  when 
he  was  found  in  Dorcheat  Swami),  near  Long’s 
Springs,  as  now  known,  about  twenty  miles  from 
home.  Jack  quit  the  bear  business.  Air.  Drew  after- 
ward moved  down  on  the  Dorcheat,  established  the 
lower  landing  and  got  under  way  the  town  of  Overton, 
which  being  at  the  head  of  navigation  it  was  thought 
would  become  a big  inland  city.  He  also  built  the 
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first  saw  and  grist  niill  in  tlie  parish.  Tt  was  on  the 
Oooly  and  ran  by  water  ])ower.  iVIuch  might  be  said 
of  this  good  old  go-aliead  pioneer.  Hiinsel-f  and  wife 
were  true  old  Tennessee  Baptists.  His  oldest  son, 
Thomas  Drew,  became  Governor  of  Arkansas.  Har- 
mond  Drew,  liis  youngest  son,  became  J^istrict  Judge 
in  this  State,  and  Bichard  Drew  died  while  Probate 
Judge  of  this  Parish.  Some  of  his  daughters  married 
well,  others,  contrary  to  the  old  maids  wishes,  not  so 
well.  This  makes  me  think  of  the  first  marriage  that 
took  place  in  our  parish — though  the  ciwemony  of  the 
marriage  was  ])erformed  in  Arkansas,  if  I mistake 
not.  At  least  it  soon  became  the  fasiiion  for  the  bride 
and  groom  to  go  to  Arkansas  to  get  married.  People 
then  were  about  the  same  as  now,  in  this  particular. 

^ When  they  determined  to  marry,  any  officer  or 
preacher,  who  was  able  to  administer  the  ceremony, 
would  do.  This  was  in  1821,  and  Mr.  John  Allen  and 
Miss  Mary  Holcomb  were  the  hap})y  pair.  The  next, 
in  1822,  was  Wm.  Orowly  and  Miss  Jenny  Long. 
This  pair,  1 think  went  to  Natchitoches.  Then  came 
the  marriage  of  Baleigh  Bogers  and  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Long;  then  George  Demos  to  Miss  Nancy  Gryder,  and 
then,  well,  almost  a host  in  rapid  order.  All  went  to 
Arkansas  for  convenience.  A c-ertain  piii(‘  log  in 
Arkansas  became  known  as  the  stopping  ])lace,  and 
which  soon  becami'  famous,  for  it  had  freijuent  visitors 
from  far  and  near.  One  coiiiile  caim‘.  from  beyond  tlp^ 
Sabine  river.  Tt  was  my  friend  Thomas  Palmer  and 
Miss  Steel.  They  told  a good  joke  on  her  old  father. 
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HeleiL  home  for  Xatebitodies  on  business,  when  seeinj^- 
their  chance,  they  made  ready  and  followed  on  just 
af^er  iiiin.  Wlien  near  Xatchitoches  they  turned  to 
G'*an-de-Oore,  crossed  Ked  lliver,  took  the  Claiborne 
trail  and  made  direct  for  that  old  pine  log',  wliere  they 
were  duly  married.  Tliey  dodged  tln^  old  man  come 
i^Ietely,  because  they  feared,  1 reckoji,  he  miglitsay  not 
and  therefore  knew  nothing  about  the  mattcu*  until  he 
got  back  home,  some  two  or  three  <lays  afterwards.  If 
that  old  log  Cvmld  talk  it  could  tell  some  funny  things. 
iSometimes  thejustice  of  the  pea<?e  would  be  absent  on  a 
bear  hunt,  sometimes  attending  court  at  Chamt)anolle 
or  Echore-  Fabre,  and  sometimes  exercising  himself  as 
e ‘lood  old  “Arkansas  gentlem  in.’’  Ee  would  have  to 
hunted  ui)and  brought  in  sometimes  cia  arm is^  mid 
in  the  mean  time  the  anxious  couple  would  camp  out 
and  wait — 

In  1822,  Mr.  Deck  (a  gunsmith),  blessed  with  an 
interesting  family,  settled  near  where  ^linden  is  now 
located,  and  Mr.  Eias  settled  within  three  miles  of  him 
on  the  now  Leary  place.  Near  here  also  settled  Mr. 
h 'y1.  a devout  iMethodist  preacher,  and  John  Gerren, 
a very  ipuet  i.ian,  hvA  w tiue  vcjin  yietkcdist,  and 
beliked  by  everybody.  James  Crow,  one  of  our  best 
citizens,  and  a full  Hedged  Laptist,  but  not  a fussy 
man,  lived  on  a place  that  is  Jiow  mnbraced  in  the  farm 
of  Mr.  D.  Murrell,  now  dead.  .Mr.  W.  Wright  located 
on  jiart  ot*  the  same  farm.  Aunt  flenny,  as  every l»ody 
called  uis  wife  ajid  wlnmi  c\rrybody  liked,  could  tell 
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as  good  a joke  and  laugli  as  long  and  loud  as  any  one. 

Slie  was  a kind  hearted,  generous  woman. 

We  had  no  such  thing  as  store  clothes  in  those 
days.  Every  family  had  their  cotton  cards,  spinning- 
Avheel  and  loom.  Our  shirts  and  ])ants  were  all  home- 
spun, home-woven  and  home-made.  Buckskin  pants 
and  hunting  shii  ts,  and  moccasins,  the  regular  old  In- 
dian moccasins,  were  very  fashionable,  and  a pair  of 
good  heavy  home-made  shoes  made  one  feel  almost 
proud  enough,  particularly  if  he  was  a young  man,  to 
think  and  feel  like  courting  every  woman  he  could 
hear  of  in  the  country. 

Our  first  school  was  taught  by  James  Ashburner,  in 
1822,  at  a salary  of  $lo  per  month.  John  Murrell 
employed  him. 

We  got  our  salt  at  McC ally’s  salt  works,  some- 
where in  the  vicinity  of  Drake’s  old  salt  works,  in 
Bienville  Parish. 

It  was  about  this  time,  too,  that  Mr.  James  Brinson 
of  Ouachita  Parish,  commenced  his  monthly  preaching  | 
at  John  Murrell’s  house.  Assisted  by  Mr.  Artliur 
McFarland,  they  soon  established  a church  (Baptist  of  I 
course)  and  kept  u[)  regular  services  for  many  years. 

These  Avere  the  lirst  Baptist  preachers  in  the  parish. 

To  show  liow  our  section  was  improving,  and  what  I 
notoriety  it  Avas  gaining,  sometime  in  this  year,  1822,  ‘ 

llarrison  Hopkins  of  Natchitoches,  sent  up  a small  | 

stock  of  goods  in  cliarge  of  a Frenchman  by  the  name  | 
ofForshe,  who  opened  up  in  a small  cabin  close  to  | 
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Murrells.  But  lie  went  oil*  on  wiiiskey,  and  in  a year 
[ or  two  lost  bis  stock  in  trade  and  ran  away, 
j In  1823  a long  step  towards  the  civilized  world  was 
! made,  for  in  that  year  a mail  route  was  established 

f from  Xatcbitocbes  to  Washington  in  Arkansas.  Our 

I postottice  was  called  ‘‘  Allen  Settlement  Postotlice,” 

I because  Mr.  Allen  was  our  first  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

I aud  John  Murrell  was  aiipoiiited  iiostmaster.  Trips 

j were  made  back  and  forth  twice  a month.  Letters 

I conveyed  over  oOO  miles  cost  twenty-tive  cents,*  and 

f under  500  miles  twelve  and  one-half  cents  postage.  Let 

j us  here  state  that  our  old  friend  Peter  Pranks,  was  an 

[ early  settler  on  Brushy  Creek,  now  in  Bienville  Parish; 

I also  John  Leatlierniau,  the  Cragiles,  and  Robert  and 

I Jas.  Henderson  were  on  the  road  near  the  place  now 

known  as  Buckhorn,  but  the  date  of  their  coming  we 
have  forgotten.  The  first  cotton  gin  was  erected  by 
Thomas  iMoore,  in  1824,  for  Adam  Reynolds,  who  sold 
it  to  Russell  Jones  in  1825,  then  on  the  present  Har- 
per place.  Reynolds  was  a man  of  great  energy.  He 
made  more  improvements  and  sold  out  ofteiier  than 
I any  man  in  the  parish,  except  i)erhaps,  John  1).  Pair. 
i About  this  time  Josiah  Wilson,  believing  competition 
j to  be  the  life  of  trade,  started  up  the  Middle  Landing, 
I Hear  Minden.  These  two  landings  go  to  show  that 
j the  boating  business  (keel  boats  I mean)  amounted  to 
! something.  James  Lee  and  R.  L.  Killgore,  in  1825. 
ojKMied  a fair  stock  of  goods  in  the  little  storehouse 
oear  Murrell  that  had  been  put  U[)  by  Harrison  & 
Hopkins.  And  in  this  year  we  had  our  tirst  camp 
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lueeti  ig,  held  near  Isaac  Miller’s  place^  and  conducted 
by  lb‘,vs.  A\hn.  Stevenson^  jMc.Mnhon  and  Koss.  The  j 
next,  in  18:20-7,  were  held  on  the  Maxey  place,  and  in  | 
182"  was  assembled  our  tirst  Baptist  Association,  in  a j 
school  house  on  the  late  Dr.  Martin’s  farm,  near 
Germantow  n. 

Ill  1825  Charley  Hays  settled  on  tlie  place  now  | 

^ nown  as  Keener  farm,  near  Athens,  lie  was  re[)uted  ^ 
the  greatest  bear  hunter  of  his  day — making  bear  ^ 
liniiting  a si)ecialty  in  the  winter  when  they  were  ; 

fat.  I 

In  those  early  days  the  French  Creoles  in  and  about  | 
Natchitoches  and  Campte  would  make  raids  through  j 
the  country  b ‘ar  hunting,  having  with  them  from  25  j 
to  30  ponies  and  as  many  dogs.  They  moved  north-  ^ 
ward  in  December  and  returned  generally  in  February  3 
with  their  i)onies  loaded  down  with  bear  meat  ami  U 
skins.  This  year  George  Grounds  located  on  Flat  3 
Lick,  lie  was  as  kind  and  true  a hearted  Dutchman  3 
as  ever  lived  but  would  go  olf  on  whiskey  sometimes.  | 
He  had  a large  family,  some  of  whom  were  devoted  * j 
Methodists.  1 think  some  of  his  descendants  are  yet  | 
in  this  rarisli.  Our  tirst  singing  school,  in  1827,  was 
taught  by  51r.  George  Ividley,  near  .Mr.  Grouiurs  ^ 

ho'ise.  De  used  the  patent  notes.  In  this  year  also,  and  ; 

1 am  sorry  to  tell  it,  the  Baj)tists  had  a split  in  their  i 

cliureli  about  the  tellowship  ot  the  members,  whos(‘  • 

comluct  was  not  in  ke(4)ing  with  the  word.  iSome  j 

condemned  while  olliers  sustained  tlnun  ,b(‘li(‘ving  their  J 

conduet  n.ot  to  b-e  unseript  ural.  The  parties  sustaining  I 
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t)ie  brotliers,  took  the  Bible  for  tlieir  creed  and  guide, 
aud  'went  od*,  refusing  to  be  governed  by  man’s  creed, 

I and  tliere  are  a few  of  that  faith  in  the  parish  yet — 
calling  themselves  ("hristians,  for  short.  They  came 
very  near  playing  out  though,  when  the  war  of  ISGl 
came  on.  Some  time  during  this  year  the  road 
heretofore  referred  to  as  the  military  road,  was  cut 
I by  United  State  tsoops,  connecting  Fort  Jessup,  on 
I lower  Ked  Fiver,  with  Fort  Towson,  away  up  on  upper 
j Red  River.  This  road  was  opened  to  transport-  sux)* 

I xdies  to  that  distant  garrison.  T well  recollect  that 

I the  soldiers  and  recruits  passing  to  iind  from  that  fort, 
j stole  everything  of  small  value  they  could  lay  their 
ha  mis  on — such  as  bells,  whetstones,  chickens,  geese, 
etc.,  and  among  other  things  a x>et  deer  from  ^Murrell’s 
yard. 

In  1828  Claiborne  Parish  was  created.  It  was 
bounded  on  the  east  by  Ouachita  Parish,  on  the  west 
by  Red  River,  on  the  north  by  Arkansas  Territory 
and  on  the  south  by  a line  dividing  townshii)s  13  and 
14,  crossing  the  old  military  road  at  or  near  what  was 
then  called  Boggy  Branch,  and  tonching  Red  River  at 
or  near  Fast  Point.  Our  first  })robate  judge  was 
Chichester  Chaplin,  a young  lawyer  and  widower  of 
some  x)romise.  He  was  from  Xatchito(dies  and  was 
appointed  judge.  But  he  soon  cast  aside  his  we(‘ds 
and  married  Mrs.  Palmer,  a most  estimable  lady 
Rob  Cochran  was  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Isaac*  McAFahon 
‘Sheriff,  and  a .Alr.  Wilson  of  Monroe,  llistrict  dndgc' 
Murreirs  house  was  used  fora  Court-house  for  a y«*ar 
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or  two,  when,  by  the  influence  of  Sam  Kussell  and 
others  at  interest,  a i)lace  oii  his  (Kusscirs)  property 
was  selected  as  tlie  parish  site,  whicli  was  ;iained  for 
him,  Ilussellville.  Then  James  Lee  and  K.  C.  Kill- 
gore  moved  their  stock  of  goods  there,  tliereby  being 
the  first  merchants  in  liussellville. 

As  our  i3eoi>le  had  now  increased  considerably  in 
numbers,  the  convenience  of  publics  roads  began  to  be 
called  for.  So  in  1820  our  first  public  road  was  opened’ 
It  was  from  Eussellville  to  the  ^Minden  lower  landing, 
the  head  of  navigation  on  Bayou  Borcheat.  Hand® 
were  summoned  for  a distance  of  25  to  oU  miles  to 
open  it.  This  road  was  a big  item  in  our  history  then. 
An  election  was  held  this  year,  and  ^lurrelPs  house, 
which  seems  to  have  become  the  head(iuarters  on  all 
public  occasions,  was  the  voting  place.  A difficulty 
sprang  ui>  while  the  voting  was  going  on  between 
George  Grounds,  Jr.,  and  James  Madden.  They 
exchanged  a few  blows  and  were  then  seperated. 
Wm.  Kobinson,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  ordered  the 
Sheriff  to  arrest  the  two  combatants  and  bring  them 
before  his  august  presence,  which  order  was  t)roinptly 
executed.  On  investigation  the  J.  P.  found  Grounds 
guilty  of  assault  and  battery,  lined  him  820  and  to  be 
held  in  custody  until  paid.  Grounds,  poor  fellow, 
had  no  money,  but  offered  to  stdl  two  cows  and  calves 
1^0  pay  the  fine.  A purchaser  was  soon  found  for  tlie 
cattle,  the  line  paid,  and  so  was  closed  this  breach  of 
the  peace  without  furllier  trouble.  \>'as  tliat  not  a bet- 
ter way  to  dispose  of  such  troubles  than  now  pre- 
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vail  ? James  Dyer,  wlio  moved  to  Texas  after  the  war, 
was  tlie  first  representative,  1829,  that  Olaiborne 
Parish  had  the  honor  of  sending  to  the  State  capital ; 
and  Ids  immediate  successor,  a full-blooded  Democrat, 
was  Berry  A.  Wilson.  It  was  in  1830,  I thiidv,  the 
legiwslature  ai)pro])riated  $1,300  for  the  improvement  of 
navigation  in  Loggy  Bayou  and  Lake  Bistenau.  The 
I contract  was  awarded  to  a IMr.  Leavright,  which  work 
I he  executed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee 

I appointed  to  examine  and  x)ronounce  upon  the 

I faithful  fulfillment  of  the  the  contract.  And  now  as 
j our  honorable  Court  had  got  into  good  working  order, 

I it  may  be  well  to  refer  to  the  first  case  of  any  import- 

^ aiice  that  was  spread  upon  the  court  docket.  This 

j was  Hempkin  vs.  Mabry  Wafer.  It  hung  fire  for 
years.  Mr.  Wafer  lived  on  Sugar  Creek,  and  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  that  Avard.  He  was  a shrewd 
man,  knew  what  he  was  about,  and  in  law  was  gener- 
ally successful. 

By  this  time  and  uj)  to  1833,  a number  of  small 
trading  houses  were  set  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
parish.  Mr.  Savage,  of  Campte,  had  a shop  at  Over- 
ton,  and  was  succeeded  by  Joe  Bobinson,  also  of 
Campte.  D.  C.  Pratt  was  his  successor.  One  McGrady 
• opened  up  on  Plat  Lick.  George  A.  Bell  succeeded 
liim  and  then  Wm.  Harkins  bought  out  Bell.  They 
all  carried  on  a splendid  one-horse  business.  IMr. 
Harkins  was  justice  of  the  ptaice  for  years,  and  Avas 
'•oiisidered  a good  judge  of  law — at  least  he  had  con- 
siderable experience  as  defendant. 
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As  before  stated,  roads  iu  these  early  days  were  not, 
and  the  i)atliways  and  bywaj^s  were  winding*,  yet  aloii^- 
these  ways  onr  peoi)le  would  brin^-  froin  disfont  trad- 
ing points  nearly  all  their  supplies  on  horseback,  even 
to  bars  of  iron.  Our  rude  wagons  would  sometimes 
set  out  on  a trip  to  yatchitoches  or  Monroe,  with 
wooden  axles  and  no  skeins,  and  the  screeching  of  the 
wheels,  which  were  long  and  loud,  could  be  heard  of  a 
morning  three  and  four  miles  away,  reminding  one  of 
a i)ack  of  hounds  at  full  cry  iu  the  distance.  But  the 
boys  and  drivers  were  used  to  such  a racket,  and  the 
game  was  so  i)leutiful  that  by  the  time  the  wagons 
would  reach  Natchitoches  or  Monroe  the}^  would  be 
bearing  an  extra  load  of  deer  skins ; and  skins  or 
peltry  were  then  our  main  staple  or  exchange  in  trade. 
It  took  twenty  to  forty  days  to  make  these  wagon 
trips. 

Sometime  in  1833  Mr.  Alexander  and  Jake  Masters 
determined  to  slaughter  an  old  bear  that  had  got  into 
the  bad  habit  of  making  away  with  tlieir  hogs  iu  Dor- 
cheat  swamt).  They  soon  got  ]\Ir.  Bear  up  and  then 
the  chase  began.  The  bear  passed  several  times 
through  an  open  slough  in  the  cane  brake,  and  Alex- 
ander discovering  this,  took  a stand  for  him  in  the 
slough.  Soon  the  bear  entered  the  slough,  and  s[)V- 
ing  Alexander,  made  for  him  with  a vengeance.  Alex- 
anders gun  failed  to  lire,  the  bear  W(mt  for  him,  and 
iiad  it  not  been  for  Alexander^s  biu*kskin  suit  he 
woidd  have  been  killed — he  was  maimed  lor  life.  Idas- 
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ters  said  it  was  the  first  fi^^ht  he  ever  saw  that  he  iiad 
rather  not  take  choice  of  sides. 

I should  have  stated  that  the  first  killing  in  diis 
section  Ava shy  a Mr.  Sapp  wlio  killed  his  brother-iii-^aw, 
Bryant,  and  then  tied  to  tlie  Indian  Xation.  The  ca  use 
of  the  killiiig  Avas  said  to  he  heiiious.  Then  came  the 
next  murder  in  our  parish.  It  occurred  ahout  ei.;'lit 
miles  east  of  Miuden,  on  the  military  road.  It  was 
the  willful  assassination  of  a Mr.  Sloan,  of  Avkaniuis, 
by  John  Halthouser,  for  his  money.  Ilalthoi  ser 
believed  Mr.  Sloan  had  a good  sum  of  money  on  uis 
person,  as  he  Avas  a trader,  but  he  had  only  $370  av  dh 
him  at  that  time,  of  which  sum  $G0  Avas  found  in 
possession  of  Halthouser.  To  maKe  a good  thing  of  .t, 
watch  was  keiit  on  Sloa.u  until  report  said  he  had  som  3 
lifteen  hundred  dolltirs  that  he  Avas  • t>king  to  Arkan&aj  . 
Secreting  himself  in  the  brush,  on  the  military  road, 
Halthouser  waited  his  opportunity.  The  old  man 
Sloan,  api>rehending  no  danger,  rode  by  Avhere  the 
murderer  was  concealed,  and  Avas  shot  through  the 
head  from  behind  Avitli  a ride  ball.  It  had  been  rain- 
ing a good  deal  and  rhe  ground  Avas  Avet  and  the  grass 
luxuriant.  The  track  of  the  dead  man  was  left  on  the 
ground,  as  his  bo<ly  Avas  dragged  to  one  side,  about 
fitty  yards  from  the  road,  and  throAvu  into  a pool  of 
Avater.  The  buzzards  attra(ded  the  attention  of  some 
inissers-by,  a fcAV  days  afterAvards,  Avhen  on  examina- 
tion the  ghastly  corpse  Avas  found,  and  a too  precij^i- 
tate  display  of  money  led  to  tin*  sus[)icion  of  tlie  Duteh- 
nian,  Avhi(*h  demoralized  him.  It  Avas  generally  be- 


iKjrt'vjiH  iesitt  wii  w#  J»J  bim  a»» 


'''’s.rtfriijt: 

t : jRS’b?. : t : ^j-Vf 

kilT  »n{/^iU  A>«U  uJ,J[>vH 


4i^>  $mVV  «M/.  <>«r  l)U\y  ^mt  -;i,nMlh{  mh  Jo 


ni  -tMrum  ^TMl 

' ' 

jhiv  'io  jjJioiB  .*fKi  iiAlllyr  mit 

iMijH  //i^iK,Wi\,  wil  .'icft  4ui^>I>  vd 

' '^aiTOftt  /(J^ 

i7r4  :^(iK>  i'UiJ  .*>ti  3Uii  .*>4  ^riorti^i 

ri^i.  ' f-Jim  U Mhi 

.libit  *'»'?'  ;i{>>jifr4|IiiH  1<>  4t«tef^i5aW 

■^'xA  ot  i>njilnv  SiH^ff  ixi  >;ii5lfoij  jvvifmiul  i}‘3‘:»fti^' 
^iirVilitti  aiit  lii 

yjk:^  ^4T  " ^4  b/j)bw  , 

ifixiw  '^(Jf  ofMn  ,70:^ifijb  OJi  :;$irii>ij^iibiiji<iR 

k}ih  ^oir'Uuii  .J>r>Ii4d-^o9  !in  fr  m^lrnuij 
sr^ikf  i)Ji4  ii  Xi  li  Jlv/  fniiiW  tuoi’i 

yiti  imiKnjx  '*tl  J iM»>‘  >'* 

4^>ivd  d.if 

,fj  4i  i.4tn  ii.y/4»l|iliii  I*nf;  Jixjm  fnit  ttioil 
'h>  ri4'tV 

n.n  IV n\  ff  ^dnnjri,n:)^\t:.  | 

%:0ji  V "I 


60  THE  HISTOBY  OF 

lieved  at  tlie  time  that  Hjilthouser’s  brotliei-in-laT\’ 
had  a hand  in  the  murder,  but  if  such  w as  tlie  case 
Halthouser  was  too  plucky  to  tell  on  him.  IJaltliouser 
was  found  guilty,  confessed,  and  was  executed  at  lius- 
sellville  in  18^)5,  by  Mr.  Dyer,  then  our  sherilf. 

But  after  this  followed  one  of  the  most  horrible  mur- 
ders and  shocking  crimes  evxu"  recorde<l.  It  was  the 
desecration  and  murder  of  ]Miss  Demos,  a young  lady 
about  eighteen  years  of  age.  She  was  on  horseback, 
going  by  a pathway  from  her  father’s  house  to  a neigh- 
bors, to  warp  some  thread.  Failing  to  return  in  time 
search  was  made,  the  signs  of  a desperate  struggle 
found,  and  the  signs  being  followed,  the  dead  body  of 
the  girl  was  found,  with  both  arms  broken  and  the  face 
pressed  down  in  a pool  of  water.  The  footprints  of  the 
murderer  were  plainly  to  be  seeii  on  her  shoulders, 
where  he  stood  pressing  her  down.  The  whole  com- 
munity arose  in  its  wrath  and  instituted  search  for  the 
monster.  A bloody  shirt  belonging  to  one  Lambright 
was  found  in  liis  own  cabin,  and  on  failing  to  satistac- 
torily  to  explain,  he  was  arrested  as  the  murderer, but 
escaping  from  jail,  how, no  one  knew,  tied  to  Texas  and 
was  no  more  lieard  of. 

Ilere  we  close  these  reminiscenses,  because  a num- 
ber of  the  actors  of  that  day  are  yet  living  and  the 
events  of  the  later  ytairs  are  pat(mt  to  many  now  with 
us,  and  can  bi-  re-calhal  by  them,  perhaps,  with  mon' 
relish  than  mysi'lf,  for  we  were  all  plain  people  then, 
with  few  wants  and  much  love  for  our  fellow  man. 
Sixty-seven  years,  with  all  their  ])romises  and  disap- 
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pointments,  their  suiisliiiie  him  I shadows,  ha  ve  come 
and  gone  since  I came  to  North  Louisiana.  Many 
changes,  ups  and  downs,  since  then  liave  occurred. 
Then  1 waij  young  and  jubilant,  now  I am  old  and 
stricken  in  years;  my  sons  and  daughters,  save  one, 
fail  to  answer  my  call.  Ah,  Yes — 

My  head  it  is  gray  ; 

Yet  I sit  in  the  sunshine  to  watch  you. — 
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CHAPTER  YI. 

A GEORGIA  EMIGRANT — HIS  RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE 
EARLY  DAYS  IN  CLAIBORNE  PARISH, 

On  the  28th  of  November,  1847,  my  tVitlier  ami  stei- 
in other,  with  eig'lit  boys,  left  Troup  County,  (h^orgia, 
for  a home  somewhere  west  of  the  Mississipi>i  River 
On  the  8th  day  of  January,  (a  historical  day  in  Louisi- 
ana), 1848,  we  landed  in  the  little  village  of  Atliens. 
which  was  situated  on  a deei)  sandy  ridge,  about  ten 
miles  south  of  Homer,  (Homer  was  tlien  not  in  exist - 
ence,)  and  fourteen  miles  north  of  IMinden.  Minden 
was  then  a small  but  acti\e  trading  point  at  the  head 
of  navigation  on  Lake  Bistenau.  This  I hope  vvil' 
enable  you  to  know  wiiere  Athens  is.  We  found  in 
Athens,  when  we  stopped  there,  a beautiful  flowing 
spring,  a court  house,  wliich  was  then  considered  a 
creditable  building,  and  about  a dozen  dwellings,  here 
and  there.  The  court  house  remained  at  Athens  until 
1849,  wlien  on  the  night  of  Yov.  27th,  it  was  fired 
and  burned  down  with  all  the  parish  records.  How  it 
took  fire  has  nev(;r  been  found  out.  The  postofiice 
was  in  charge  of  Arthur  ^IeFarland,who  was  a Baptist 
preacher.  There  was  a little  tavern  also  kept  by  one 
Saunders  B.  Hay;  also  a small  stock  ol’ goods  in  a little 
log  house,  managed  by  a man  named  Kiser.  Right 
here  was  (‘-omientrated  tlui  business  [>art  of  town. 

Wp  had  a good  camping  ground  just  above  the 
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spring  I have  referred  to.  Shortly  after  we  had  got 
our  camp  pitched,  who  sliould  ride  up  but  Mr.  John 
Kimball,  and  to  father’s  great  surprise  he  at  once 
recognized  him.  He  aiid  father,when  boys,  were  play 
mates  Well,  you  can  imagine  how  pleasant  was  the 
meeting  between  these  two  men  in  the  wilds  of  Louis- 
iana, who  separated  when  boys  in  old  Georgia.  Mr. 
Kimball  at  that  time  was  living  on  the  John  Krazier 
place,  now  known  as  the  Keener  place.  Mr.  Kimball 
was  anxious  for  all  new  comers  to  do  well,  so  he  told 
father  of  a good  place  about  three  aiUl  a half  miles 
southeast  of  Athens,  known  as  the  Kelson  x)hice,  and 
which  he  thought  could  be  bought  cheat)  and  on  good 
terms.  Kelson  had  moved  to  Arkansas,  leaving  this 
place  in  charge  of  Ool.  Lang  Lewis,  as  agent.  On 
agreement,  early  next  morning.  Col.  Kimball  was  back 
at  our  camj),  and  in  a little  while  he  and  father  went 
off  together  to  look  at  the  Kelson  place.  On  examina- 
tion father  was  so  well  x)leased  that  he  and  the  Colonel 
went  direct  to  Col.  Lewis’s,  and,  behold,,  here  came  to- 
gether three  old  Georgian  boys,  now  men  with  fixmi- 
Hes  in  the  far  West.  Father  did  not  hesitate  to  make 
known  his  business  to  Col.  Lewisf  a trade  was  soon 
made,  a good  dinner  x)<irtaken  of,  and  a long  old 
Ceorgia  talk  indulged  in  all  round.  Then  father  and 
Col.  Kimball  set  out  for  our  cami)  in  Athens,  to  bring 
the  good  tidings  that  we  had  a home  now,  and  would 
next  day  be  under  our  own  shelter.  I tell  you  that 
Was  a hai)X)y  mimx)  that  night.  The  next  morning, 
January  lOtb,  we  rolled  out  of  camp  for  home,  where 
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father  lived  until  September  30,  18G7,  on  which  day  he 
died,  aged  seventy-four  years. 

When  we  settled  down  in  our  Louisiana  home,  the 
country  was  new,  open  and  full  of  game,  such  as 
turkey,  deer,  V.oon,etc.  We  could  have  venison  or  a 
turkey  just  any  day.  Often  we  would  have  as  many 
as  a dozen  dried  venison  hams  at  a time.  Wolves  were 
numerous  and  very  troublesome.  They  were  very  fond 
of  pigs,  and  many  a night  have  I heard  a i^ig  squeal  as 
Mr.  Wolf  was  flying  off  with  him  to  the  thicket.  They 
disappeared  in  1852,  and  the  last  bear  killed  in  our 
neighborhood  was  in  1850  by  Thomas  Berry  and  A.  J. 
Durant,  near  the  old  Windfall  race  track.  Lands  were 
cheap,  8^.50  per  acre  on  an  average  up  to  1848.  It  was 
very  productive — often  making  as  much  as  forty  bush- 
els of  corn  per  acre. 

There  were  onl}^  a few  common  water-mills  in  the 
country  then,  and  when  the  summer  came  the  winter 
and  spring  supi)ly  of  water  in  the  iionds  would  become 
exhausted,  and  of  course  the  mills  would  stop  grind- 
ing. Two  were  on  the  jMurrell  creek  and  one  just  be- 
low old  Bussell ville,  on  the  Berry  Creek.  There  were 
a few  horse-mills  and  gins  here  and  there.  Densmore 
Cargile  and  Sam  Leatherman  had  mills  attached  to 
their  gin  machinery  and  made  very  good  meal.  The 
tolethen  was  only  one-fourth  of  the  grist.  Wonderful 
changes  and  improvements  have  taken  the  ])lace  of 
those  early  day  make  shifts.  But  we  all  thought  noth- 
ing of  it  then,  satislied  in  believing  we  had  the  best 
times  could  afford.  Now  1 am  in  hearing  of  eight 
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steam-mill  whistles — where  lumber  of  all  kind  is  made 
— corn  ground  and  cotton  ginned,  and  even  pressed  by 
steam  at  some  of  them. 

As  for  churches  and  schools,  very  little  interest  was 
taken  in  them  when  we  first  landed  in  this  country. 
But  in  1850,  when  the  Georgians  and  Alabamians  be- 
gan to  crowd  into  the  country,  a great  interest  in  both 
church  and  scliool  was  soon  manifested,  and  this 
interest  has  been  making  more  or  less  progress  up  to 
this  date,  as  is  proven  by  the  numerous  schools  and 
chuiches  throughout  the  i>arish. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  well  to  name  the  families  living 
in  this  part  of  the  parish  when  we  came ; their 
descendants  or  many  ot  them  are  here  yet.  We  will 
name  the  McFarlands,  Brinsons,  Nelsons,  related  fam- 
ilies j Albert  Ashbrook,  Jessie  Long,  Luther  and  Dave 
Pratt,  Esquire  Eiissell,  the  Butlers,  Browns,  Isaac 
Alden,  Peter  Franks,  Berry  Wilson,  Jim  Lee,  11.  L. 
Killgore,  James  Dial,  Madden,  Sr.,  Thompson,  Tom 
Berry,  Martin  and  Jimmy  Crow,  Bob  lleiiderson, 
Wright,  Sam  Williams,  Leathermans,  Fruits,  Taylors, 
Cargile,  John  Wilson,  ParktT  and  Barfield,  Mullens 
and  Charley  Hays,  father  of  C.  L .Hays,  Some  of  these 
families  were  in  the  Bussellville  and  others  in  the 
Athens  neighborhood.  Near  Athens  you  will  find 
Thomas  Leatherman,  wlio  lias  ev(‘r  proved  himself 
a worthy  citizen,  and  (k  L.  Hays,  who  has  as  few  ene- 
mies (if  he  lias  any)  as  any  man  living,  and  Isaac 
Butler,  who  ycd  loves  the  fun  of  beaver  trapping,  and 
Tom  Crow, who  can  makea  dollarand  has  sense  enough 

3 


66 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


to  save  it.  Among  the  old  ladies  yet  among  us,  who 
were  young  and  in  their  prime  when  they  came  here, 
let  me  mention  Aunt  Charity  Berry  5 shC' is  about 
eighty-five  years  old  and  is  still  living  on  tlie  ])lae.e  | 
where  she  first  settled,  fifty  years  ago.  My  old  step-  | 
mother  also,  who  came  to  this  land  of  promise  with 
father  thirty-six  years  ago,  is  still  living,  and  is  seven- 
ty-eight years  old. 

Eussellville  being  the  parish  cite  of  Claiborne  Par- 
ish, perhaps  a few  works  as  to  its  history  may  not  be 
out  of  place  here.  Its  settlement  began,  if  1 mistake 
not,  about  1825.  E.  L.  Killgore  deposited  the  money  j 
in  the  Land  Office  at  Natchitoclies  to  enter  the  land  on  ! 
which  the  village  was  built.  This  deposit  of  the  pur-  ] 
chase  money  was  made  at  the  request  of  many  citizens  I 
in  order  to  secure  that  imrticular  locality  for  the  town 
— as  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  parish  had  not  yet 
been  surveyed.  The  courthouse  and  jail,  both  of  wood, 
were  promptly  erected,  also  several  small  business 
houses  and  grog  shops.  It  was  a wild  x)Iace,  inhabited 
in  part  and  visited  by  a number  of  hard  cases — to  be 
found  in  all  new  countries.  Eussellville  had  the 
honor  of  the  first  man  tried,  convicted  and  hung  as  the 
law  directs.  Tlie  miserable  man,  llalthouser,  was  hung 
about  half  a mile  east  of  the  courthouse.  E.  L.  Kill- 
gore,  one  of  tlie  early  merchants  of  Claiborne,  first  sold 
goods,  etc.,  near  the  Murrell  place  and  next  at  Eiis- 
sellville.  Lee  and  Berry  Wilson  were  with  him.  Soon 
after  commeneing  business  in  Bussellville  he  married 
Miss  Maria  A.  Miller,  whose  father  was  the  first  white 
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man  buried  in  tlie  Murrell  graveyard.  Killgore  was 
a popular  and  worthy  citizen,  and  the  peoi)le  showed 
their  appreciation  of  him  by  electing  him  parish  judge, 
which  office  he  tilled  eight  years.  lie  was  next  elected 
by  the  Democratic  party  to  leju-esent  Claiborne  Parish 
in  the  State  legislature,  defeating  his  Whig  opponent, 
James  Dial,  by  a large  majority.  Killgore,  after  serv- 
ing his  term  in  the  legislature,  retired  to  private  life, 
esteemed  by  all.  lie  raised  a large  family  of  children 
— five  boys  and  six  girls.  lie  lost  two  gallant  sons  in 
the  late  war,  and  his  youngest  son  was  the  first  person 
buried  at  Salem  church.  Judge  Killgore  died  in  1871 
and  his  wife  in  1883.  Both  were  buried  by  the  side  of 
their  son. 

• A parting  word  about  Eussellville.  We  have  re- 
ferred to  her  A\  hen  she  was  in  all  her  pride  and  pros- 
perity. When  the  courthouse  was  moved  her  glory 
departed.  The  village  ground  is  now  an  old  worn  out 
held,  and  the  only  house  that  was  a jiart  of  the  village 
stands  solitary  and  alone,  just  above  the  spring.  This 
was  the  house  of  Judge  Killgore,  and  is  the  oldest 
house  in  this  part  of  the  parish.  Having  referred  to 
Athens  as  she  was  thirty-six  years  ago,  let  me  refer  to 
her  as  she  is  now.  Athens  is  situated  in  the  midst  of 
a good  and  religious  people.  There  are  none  better, 
taken  all  in  all  in  the  parish.  She  has  two  first  rate 
churches.  Baptist  and  Methodist,  each  blessed  with  a 
large  and  active  membershi[).  Slui  has  the  [)arsonage 
of  the  Tulip  circuit — has  a good  S(*hool — a good  doctor 
—two  commodious  store-houses — a good  steam  gin 
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and  grist-inill — ablacksinitli  and  wood-shop  and  a post 
office  with  four  mails  a week.  Four  public  roads  lead 
to  and  from  the  village,  and  on  each  are  several  beauti- 
ful residences.  And  now  let  me  close  this  little  narra- 
tive by  advising  all  men  to  obey  the  laws;  keep  God^s 
commandments,  and  then  we  will  dwell  in  peace  and 
harmony. 
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OVERLAND,  FROM  WEST  POINT,  GEORGMA,  THROUGH 
NORTH  LOUISIANA  TO  ARKANSAS  AND 
BACK  TO  CLAIBORNE. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1843,  with  wife  and  four 
children,  I left  my  old  Georgia  home  for  the  State  of 
Arkansas.  There  had  been  a continued  and  unusual 
amount  of  rain,  the  streams  were  much  swollen  and  the 
roads  were  almost  impassible.  On  this  account,  when 
we  reached  Eutaw,  in  Green  County,  Ala.,  we  stopped 
four  months.  This  jdace  had  lately  been  made  the  coun- 
ty site,  consequently  it  was  full  of  life  and  activity  in  the 
way  of  improvements.  The  surrounding  hinds  were 
rich,  and  mostly  owned  by  wealthy  planters.  We 
utilized  our  time  and  skill  while  in  this  place.  The 
first  of  May,  1844,  I was  en  route  to  the  West.  B.  P. 
Kobinson,  who  left  Georgia  with  us,  had  stopped  over  at 
Green sborough,  the  late  county  site  of  Green.  He  left 
Greensborough  the  day  before  we  left  Eutaw,  it  hav- 
ing been  agreed  that  we  should  meet  at  a certain 
place ; but  in  this  we  failed,  and  I moved  on.  But  Rob- 
inson overtook  me  at  Pearl  River,  in  ]\Iississippi.  At 
dackson  we  took  the  road  to  Rodney,  having  learned 
"e  could  not  get  through  the  Mississjpj)i  bottom  O])po- 
■''ite  Vicksburg,  (h'ossing  the  river  we  travc'hal  <lown 
the  west  bank  to  Waterproof.  Then  we  left  the  river. 
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turniiig  northwest  to  Green’s  bayou.  And  this,  was 
our  first  day  west  of  the  ^reat  river.  In  Alabama  and 
in  Mississippi  we  had  seen  lar^e  bodies  of  ricii  land 
and  magnificent  farms  stretched  out  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  around  splendid  mansions.  IMy  thoughts 
would  go  back  to  Morgan  County,  Ga.,  where  I was 
born  and  partly  raised,  and  to  Troup  County  which  I 
had  so  lately  left,  and  the  contrast  was  wonderful^ 
We  found  a great  deal  of  poor  land  though,  both  in 
Alabama  and  Mississippi;  but  when  we  beheld  the 
land  west  of  the  Mississippi  we  found  the  soil  far  be- 
yond anything  we  had  ever  imagined.  We  could  but 
think  of  that  granery  of  the  world,  the  land  of  the 
IS'ile,  in  Egypt.  We  had  some  trouble  in  crossing 
Green’s  Bayou,  for  it  was  full.  Getting  side  by  side 
two  dry  cypress  logs,  we  made  a raft,  and  fortunately 
being  in  the  days  when  corded  bedsteads  were  in 
vogue,  we  tied  our  bedcords  to  the  trees  on  either  bank 
and  thereby  drew  our  raft  across.  We  carried  a wagon 
at  each  trip,  then  carried  over  the  women  and  chil- 
dren and  last  swam  our  stock  over.  We  were  of  course 
delayed  here  some  time,  in  the  midst  of  immense  cane- 
brakes,  cypress  and  other  swamp  growth.  The  noises 
of  this  howling  Avilderness  at  night  Avere  jAeculiar  ainl 
to  us  horrible.  Believing  Ave  had  crossed  the  most 
difiicult  stream  on  our  Avay  to  Sicily  Island,  aa'o  re- 
sumed our  journey  in  good  spirits,  but  were  soon  and 
sadly  disappointed.  W(^  came  to  the  Tensas  Biver, 
where  tlu  Choctaw  enters  it,  at  Kirke’s  Ferry,  and  Avas 
told  and  saw  that  there  was  no  chance  of  pursuing  our 
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way  to  Sicily  Island  by  land^  for  from  the  ferry  to  the 
island  nearly  everything  was  underwater.  We  pitched 
our  camp  on  the  edge  of  a cane-brake  near  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  fed  our  stock  on  cane.  There  were 
but  few  settlers  near  our  (;amp,  which  made  it  rather 
lonely,  and  as  tlie  river  was  rising  ver}"  fast,  we  also 
felt  a little  uncomfortable,  for  retreat  was  im]>osible. 
Apprehensive  that  our  camping  place  might  be  en- 
tirely submerged,  we  determined  to  build  a proper  raft 
and  try  to  make  our  way  dowui  the  Tensas.  Robinson 
had  three  sons  nearly  grown,  a lad  of  a boy,  a negro 
man  and  woman.  I had  one  negro  woman.  We  de- 
termined to  utilize  all  our  force  in  building  our  raft, 
had  determined  on  plan  and  size,  and  were  about  to 
commence  work,  when  as  fortune  would  have  it,  up 
came  a little  stern- wheel  boat,  propelled  by  horse- 
power. Hailing  this  boat  she  came  to  land,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  we  made  a trade  with  the  proprietor  to 
take  us  around  to  Harrisonburg,  on  the  Ouachita 
River ; but  as  the  boat  was  on  her  m)  trip,  we  had  to 
remain  in  our  disagreeable  camp  two  or  three  days, 
and  during  this  time  we  took  to  pieces  our  hack  and 
wagons.  On  the  return  of  the  boat  we  got  our  fami- 
lies aboard,  then  our  teams,  and  so  placed  our  wmgons 
as  to  X)revent  our  stock  from  falling  overboard. 
Our  horse  steamboat  moved  down  stream  slowly,  and 
on  reaching  Wateri)roof,  greatly  to  our  annoyance,  re- 
mained there  some  time.  We  could  only  be  patient, 
however,  and  abide  onr  boat’s  time.  At  last  up  the 
Ouachita  we  went  crec])ing  along,  taking  three  days 
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to  make  a trip  of  seventy  miles.  We  landed  at  Har- 
rigonburg  in  the  nighty  but  desiring- to  leave  that  boat, 
we  went  to  work  and  got  everything  ashore  and  had 
our  wagons  together  ready  for  an  early  move  the  next 
day.  Harrisonburg  was  a small  place  and  looked 
rather  ancient — boasted  of  two  or  three  business 
houses  with  small  stocks  of  goods.  Turning  our  w^ay 
north  we  found  the  country  very  poor,  but  having 
plenty  of  fine  pine  timber;  occasionally  would  be 
passed  a body  of  good  land,  and  now  and  then  a set- 
tlement on  the  road  we  traveled.  We  began  to  feel 
discouraged,  to  think  we  had  left  behind  the  Eden  of 
America. 

When  we  reached  Jackson  Parish,  we  found  a little 
more  promising  country,  more  settlements,  and  the 
people  had  plenty  of  all  the  substantials.  Water- 
melons were  abundant  and  free.  Pusliiug  on  through, 
we  reached  and  crossed  D’Arbonue  near  the  junction 
of  Corni  Bayou.  On  reaching  Farmerville,  then  a new 
place  and  improving  rapidly,  we  rested  a while.  Leav- 
ing Farmerville  with  a good  iinj^ression  of  its  people, 
we  pursued  our  journey  through  Union  Parish  to 
Union  County,  Arkansas,  and  stox>ped  at  a jdace 
wdiich  afterwards  became  known  as  Lisbon.  After 
crossing  the  D’Arbonne,  we  found  the  lands  generally 
to  be  of  a deei)  sandy  soil,  well  wateiH'd,  with  an 
abundance  of  pine  timber.  A xjcculiarity  of  this  reg- 
ion I noti(*ed,  was  a swamp  growth  all  over  the  liills, 
and  this  was  a m‘,w  cliapter  to  me.  Emigration  was  'i 
j)ouring  into  this  hill  country  from  all  tlu^  Southern  3 
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States.  A few  of  the  old  settlers,  IToosiers,’^  some 
called  them,  who  had  been  here  for  years  and  who  had 
made  hunting  their  main  business,  still  remained  on 
their  old  homes.  They  were  generous  and  kind, 
though  rude  in  their  way,  but  felt  grieved  at  seeing 
the  forest,  in  which  they  had  spent  so  many  happy 
days,  so  ruthlessly  cut  down.  ]\Iost  of  the  emigrants 
of  that  day  Avere  men  of  some  means,  with  growing 
families.  Union  County  tilled  ra])idly  with  a class  of 
men,  take  them  all  in  all,  that  could  not  be  surpassed 
in  those  sentiments  that  go  to  make  up  a reliable  and 
trusty  people.  About  the  time  Eldorado  was  laid  olf 
into  lots,  1845,  I settled  down  about  two  miles  from  it, 
but  remained  only  one  year.  The  improvement  of 
town  and  country  that  year  was  wonderlul,  and  for 
years  the  agricultural  yield  was  great.  But  in  a few 
years  the  lands  washed  badly  and  began  to  fail,  when 
they  should  have  been  in  their  prime.  We  left  Union 
County  the  last  of  December,  1845,  and  went  to  Deslue 
County.  We  got  to  our  new  home  in  the  early  part  of 
January,  184G.  Deshm  is  a river  county,  and  Napoleon, 
situated  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas  Diver, 
was  and  yet  may  be  the  county  site.  1 spent  the  year 
in  that  part  of  the  country  lying  Indween  the  Barthalo- 
mew  and  Saline  Divers.  In  1847  I had  to  move,  but 
it  was  only  to  another  place  in  the  same  region.  Be- 
ing in  the  saddle  most  of  the  time,  I traveled  over 
large  portions  of  the  country,  but  mostly  in  the 
Arkansas  Diver  sections.  From  Bine  Blulf  to  the 
Arkansas  Dost,  the  lauds  were  very  rich,  and  a num- 
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ber  of  large  farnis  were  being  wwked  there.  A few 
farms  only  were  back  from  tlic  river.  At  the  close  of 
the  year,  I moved  to  Drew  County,  settling  down  in 
the  parsonage,  where  1 remained  during  1848  and  ^49^ 
Having  to  change  my  location,  I moved  to  a small 
town  not  far  from  Hunticello,  known  as  liough  and 
Ready.  At  the  close  of  1850,  1 was  broken  down  in 
health,  and  with  a dei)endent  and  exi)ensive  family 
of  seven  children  to  raise  and  educate.  Having  visited 
Claiborne  Parish,  I decided  to  make  that  my  home. 
Leaving  Pine  Bluli'in  the  latter  j)art  of  December,  I 
arrived  in  Claiborne  in  April,  1857,  having  been  de- 
layed by  business  on  the  way.  There  was  then  a heavy 
tide  of  emigration  pouring  in.  I have  never  seen  more 
energy  displayed  than  was  -disjdayed  by  these  new- 
comers. Thousands  of  acres  were  yearly  cut  down 
and  brought  into  cuUivation.  As  to  intelligence  and 
morality,  this  community  was  comparable  with  any. 
There  were  many  men  of  sterling  and  superior  worth 
here.  The  soil  of  the  parish,  her  ])rodigality  of  forests, 
were  unsurpassed  by  any  upland  parish  in  the  State, 
or  county  in  south  Arkansas.  From  1850  to  18(51,  the 
accumulation  of  property  in  the  parish  was  immense, 
churches  were  established  everywhere ; schools  in 
every  neighborhood  ; prosperity  blessed  the  laml,  and 
the  peojde  were  Just  and  liappy.  Put  the  war  cloud 
came  down  in  18(51,  and  the  present  and  promising 
future  vanished  in  the  turmoil  and  devastation  of 
marching  and  contending  armies. 
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OTHER  SETTLEMENTS  AND  NEIGHBORHOODS — ANTI- 
BELLLM  VILLAGES — PERSONAL  MEN- 
TION— INCIDENTS,  ETC., 

Altliougli  the  tide  of  emigration  had  been  steadily 
increasing  in  volume,  it  was  not  till  1850  that  it 
reached  its  tloodj  tlien  the  rusli,  by  land  and  by  w ater, 
Avas  contiiiiioiis  and  immense,  particularly  to  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  parisli.  Up  to  about  that  year, 
this  part  of  Claiborne  wuis  rather  thinly  populated — 
but  those  that  had  come  in  were  of  the  best  material. 
It  was  composed  of  such  families  as  that  of  O’Banon, 
Hargis,  Dr.  Bush,  Thomson,  Xolan,  Williams,  Smith 
Barber,  Wasson,  Bruce,  Kennedy,  Hall,  Kelson,  Wafer, 
Bullock,  Aitken,  Stephenson,  Dyer,  Gee,  Butler,  Hen- 
derson and  Henry,  James  Dyer,  Sam’l  Smith,  Dr^ 
Bush  and  liichard  Hargis,  who  once,  represented  the 
parish  in  the  State  Legislature.  These  pioneers  came 
to  North  Louisiana  wUen  it  wuis  one  of  the  most 
charming  countries  in  the  west.  The  axe  had  never 
resounded  in  these  forest  isles,  save  the  chipping  of 
the  early  surveyor.  The  forest  wuis  grand  in  its  priin- 
<?val  state ; the  cloth  of  green  spread  interminably, 
presenting  a vast  range  for  all  manner  of  stock  in 
summer,  and  in  winter  w as  the  sw  itch-cane  on  the  hill- 
sides and  dense  masses  of  large  growth  in  the  bot- 
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toms.  The  huge  oaks  never  failed  to  furnish  a boun- 
tiful supply  of  mast,  or  acorns.  Game,  consisting  of 
bear,  deer,  turkey,  wolf,  fox,  cat,  ducks,  numerous 
birds,  fish  in  such  quantities  that  the  supply  really 
appeared  inexhaustible.  It  was  certainly  the  hapx>iest 
community  to  be  found.  Unpretending,  possessed 
with  a bountiful  supply  of  the  real  comfmts  of  life, 
with  elementary  schools  in  log  cabins,  the  pathetic 
story  of  the  Cross  told  under  some  umbrageous 
arbor,  or  in  a rude  log  house  with  i)uncheon  floor  and 
sea^s;  with  wants  few,  and  ways  just,  these  people 
were  happy. 

But  about  1849-50,  this  primeval  land  was  found  by 
the  working  Georgian  and  Alabamian,  and  from  1850 
to  18G1  lands  changed  ownership  rapidly,  the  large 
area  of  public  lands,  then  vacant,  were  soon  entered. 
Then  indeed  the  busy  hum  of  agricultural  industry 
commenced  in  earnest. 

“Loud  sounds  the  axe,  redouhlinc:  stroke  on  stroke, 

Ou  all  sides  round,  the  forest,  burls  the  oak. 

Headlong,  deep  echoing,  groan  the  thickets  brown, 

Theu  cracking,  crashing,  rusliing,  thunder  down.” 

And  the  busy  thud  of  the  massive  inawd,  swung  by 
black  sinewy  arms,  kept  time  to  the  old  plantation 
song  of  tlie  simt)le  hapi)y  negro,  whieli  for  its  plaintive 
melody  can  never  be  recalled  on  stage  or  in  song. 
Hoads  were  opened,  the  bayous  bridged,  academies 
were  built  and  churches  reare<l,  in  w hich  such  men  as 
Handal,  Water,  Hen niiigtou,  Fancher,  Fuller,  Simmons 
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and  others  of  equal  ability  and  earnestness  worked  to 
develop  the  religious  spirit  of  the  people. 

Up  sprang  tlie  village  of  Lisbon,  surrounded  and 
built  by  many  well  knowni  families.  I recall  those  of 
Killgore,  McClendon,  Cook,  Duke,  Patton,  Tate,  Bul- 
lard, AVhite,  Simmons,  Heard,  Coleman,  Tipjjet, 
Aycock,  McCasland,  Daw^son,  Williams,  Pennington 
and  many  others,  with  Dr.  Seth  Tatum,  making  it  a 
live  village. 

A few  miles  west  of  Lisbon  wns  the  thriving  busi- 
ness stand  of  Forest  Grove,  the  leading  spirit  of 
which  was  that  truly  good  and  upright  man,  Frank 
Taylor.  He  now  sleeps  in  the  bosom  of  Texas,  and 
the  place  he  once  made  noted  throughout  Claiborne, 
is  now  pointed  out  by  the  cold  marble  shaft  in  its 
silent  forest  grave  yard.  Here  rests  the  remains  of 
that  eloquent  and  active  Christian,  Tatum  Wafer  ; and 
Dr.  Scaife,  a physician  of  note  and  a man  of  business ; 
of  Miltou  Barnett,  and  many  others  whose  memory  is 
yet  green  in  the  hearts  of  surviving  friends  and 
relatives.  The  Methodist  Church  at  this  i)lace  w^as 
the  most  noted  in  the  i)arish  in  its  day,  for  here  the 
ablest  men  preached  and  the  most  etfective  work  was 
accomplished  in  the  name  of  the  Master.  Xorth  from 
this  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Corni  flourished  tor 
years  the  active  village  of  Scottsville,  at  the  supposed 
head  of  navigation  on  that  stream.  But  navigation 
never  came.  Yet  such  men  as  Major  Browning,  Dr 
Bush,  Thomas  Hart,  the  Stanleys  and  others  like 
these,  gave  it  life  and  vigor  for  years.  But  the  village 
is  now  dead  and  no  longer  known. 
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West  of  this  place  was  situated  the  little  inland 
village  of  Colqiiit,  surrounded  by  such  men  as  John 
Wilson,  Elbert  Gray,  the  Tignors,  and  others,  whose 
names  we  cannot  now  recall.  Jjlessed  with  a good 
church  and  a thrifty  community,  it  flourished  as  did 
Claiborne,  but  is  now  nearly  silent.  A few  miles  west 
of  this  place,  we  come  to  Gordon,  named  for  Dr. 
Gordon,  who  started  it,  and  is  now,  if  living,  a citizen 
of  Texas.  It  too,  was  surrounded  by  an  acdive,  go- 
ahead  community,  and  tlourished  to  the  outbreak  of 
the  war. 

We  next  come  to  llaynesville.  The  original  name 
of  the  place  was  TayloEs  Store,  for  J.  C.  Taylor,  who 
opened  a small  retail  business  there  in  1848.  Previous 
to  that  date,  in  1848,  Iliram  Brown  had  located  close 
by,  also  J.  0.  Wasvson  and  L.  S.  Fuller,  in  1844.  In 
1840  Miles  Buford  and  Samuel  Boyd  casttijcir  fortunes 
in  this  settlement,  and  in  1841)  Henry  Taylor  came 
among  them.  Yearly  the  settlement  increased  in  num. 
bers,  and  farnjs,  large  and  small,  weregopened.  In 
consequence  of  this  increase  in  poi)ulation  and  agricul- 
ture, WTn.  W.  and  J.  L.  Brown  began  a meicantile 
business,  next  door  to  Taylor.  Sam  Kirkpatrick  and 
Dr.  Wroten  oi)eiied  a drug  business.  Up  to  1848  very 
little  of  the  public  lands  had  ht'cn  entered  in  this 
neighborhood,  and  farming  was  on  rather  a small 
scale.  The  country  was  full  of  game,  and  deer  skins 
and  hams  were  sta])le  articles  of  trade.  But  with  the 
rush  of  emigration  that  began  in  1850  and  which  con- 
tinued up  to  1800,  new  ideas  came,  new  wants  and  new 
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industries.  Agriculture  began  in  earnest,  and  in  a 
few  years  large  farms  were  in  every  direction,  tlie 
public  lands  were  all  entered,  roads  opened  and  a 
mighty  ])rosperity  was  exhibited  all  through  the  region 
Suminerlield,  situated  in  the  northeastern  portion 
of  the  parish,  is  a thriv  ing  village  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  inhabitants.  It  was  settled  by  W.  K. 
Kennedy  in  18(>8,  by  the  erection  of  a wood  and  black- 
smith slioj),  and  a business  house.  It  now  has  four 
stores  dealing  in  general  merchandise  and  plantation 
supplies,  several  drug  stores,  a saw  and  gristmill,  and 
several  mills  in  the  vicinity,  all  run  by  steam.  It  has 
four  churches,  M.  E.  Church  South,  Methodist 
Protestant,  Missionary  Baptist,  and  Primitiv^e  Baptist, 
all  with  live  andprotgressive  congregations.  The  town 
has  a good  school  building,  with  a good  and  regular 
attendance  of  pupils.  The  four  stores  do  an  aggregate 
business  ol  about  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually. 
The  town  has  two  mails  a week.  The  country  around 
js  in  a prosperous  condition,  <and  with  good  water, 
pure  air,  good  health,  and  a fertile  soil.  Suramerlield 
and  its  neighborhood  ofler  strong  inducements  to  those 
hunting  homes.  The  land  is  well  timbered,  and  can 
be  bought  at  from  one  to  five  dollars  per  acre.  The 
agricnltural  future  of  this  section  of  our  ]>arish  is 
bright  for  him  who  puts^his  heart  in  his  farm  work 
and  will  use  progressivt‘  methods  ol’ tillage. 

About  six  miles  east  of  Homer  is  located  the  beauti- 
ful village  of  Arizona.  8oon  after  the  war  a magnifi- 
cent cotton  factory  was  erectcil  at  this  place,  cai)able 
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of  euiploj’iiig  a large  number  of  hands.  Its  incon- 
venience to  easy  and  raj^id  traiis])ort:ation,  witli  other 
trouble,  caused  it  to  cease  o])erating  after  a fe>v  years. 
It  is  now  owned  by  John  Chaffe  of  New  Orleans,  and 
is  motionless.  Arizona  for  a number  of  years,  was  the 
seat  of  Arizona  Seminary,  a very  popular  and  flourish- 
ing school  under  the  priueipalshii)  of  J.  W,  Nicholson, 
now  the  eminent  Professor  of  Mathematics  in  the 
State  University  at  Baton  Eouge.  Notwithstanding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  factory,  and  the  decadence 
of  its  school,  Arizona  has  held  many  of  its  best  citizens, 
the  Willises,  Wafers,  Nicliolsons,  Urs.  Calhoun  and 
Baker,  Butcher,  Corrys,  etc.,  and  is  happily  blessed 
with  a surrounding  community  of  thrift,  morality,  and 
intelligence.  In  addition  to  the  school  and  factory 
buildings,  Arizona  has  one  or  more  stores  in  operation, 
and  a large  and  excellent  meeting-house,  the  property 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  South,  in  which  large  and  in- 
telligent congregations  meet  regularly  for  religious 
worship. 

Tulip,  another  small  village,  situated  about  nine 
miles  southeast  of  Homer,  was,  until  quite  recently,  a 
line  trading  point.  Here  for  many  years,  P.  Marsalis 
& Sons  have  carried  on  a heavy  general  merchandise 
and  supply  business;  but  lately  much  of  their  custom 
lias  been  drawn  to  Arcadia,  a rising  town  on  the  V.  S. 
& P.  Kailroad,  twelve  miles  south;  and  to  meet  the 
exigencies  brought  about  by  this  change,  they  have 
moved  the  greater  portion  of  their  business  to  that 
l)lace.  Besides  its  store  and  post-ollice.  Tulip  owns  a 
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steam  saw  and  grist  a steam  cotton  gin,  a scliool- 
bouse,  and  a commodious  and  very  good  ^letliodist 
meetiiig'bouse.  There  are  a nuinher  of  other  steam 
cotton  gins  and  saw  mills  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, no  less  than  hve  or  six  steam  whistles  being  in 
easy  hearing  of  the  place.  Tulip  is  noted  for  the 
steady  and  church-going  habits  of  its  people,  and  for 
the  permanence  and  excellence  of  its  school.  The 
neighboring  lands  are  among  the  most  productive  in 
the  parish,  and  are  occupied  by  a class  ot  industrious 
and  thrifty  citizens.  Among  the  old  settlers,  we  may 
mention  the  Watsons,  Marsalises,  Whites,  Gandys, 
Fomby,  Leslie,  Hays  and  others. 

The  water  shed  of  Claiborne  is  quite  simple  : Dor- 
cheat  carrying  the  water  from  the  western  slopes  to 
Red  lliver  and  D’Arbonne  and  Corni  to  the  Ouachita 
River  from  the  eastern  slope.  From  D’Arbonne  east 
the  country  is  gently  rolling,  but  from  D’Arbonne  to 
Sugar  Creek  south,  the  ridges  are  more  sharply  de- 
fined, particularly  near  the  bayou,  as  well  as  the  val- 
leys and  plains.  This  portion  of  the  parish  was  very 
thrifty  in  the  anti-bellum  days,  and  claimed  the  largest 
farms  and  heaviest  tax-i)ayers,  of  whom  T recall  the 
names  of  W.  A.  Obier,  S.  P.  Gee,  J.  W.  Andrews  and 
B.  C.  Frazier.  The  Sugar  Creek  and  adjoining  lands 
were  fine,  and  here  were  to  b(‘.  found  the  Hood  family 
from  Alabama,  Buck  Ihlmunds,  Perritt,  Howard, 
Snider,  Landers,  Uobinson  and  juany  otlicTs;  liere  their 
numerous  industrious  ilescendents  are  yet  to  be  found,  * 
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We  canuot  close  tliese  notes  of  the  early  days  in 
Claiborne  without  refering-  to  two  or  three  characters 
among  the  living  and  the  dead. 

James  Dyer,  who  represented  this  parish  in  the  State 
Legislature  when  the  country  was  in  its  primeval  state 
left  just  after  the  war,  an  old  gray-headed  man,  with 
his  young  wife  and  several  children,  for  Texas,  lie 
has  been  dead  for  some  years. 

Josephus  Barrow,  a leading  man  in  the  Primitive 
Baptist  Church,  and  who  died  six  or  eight  years  ago, 
was  a worthy  man  and  well  qualified.  He  was  a good 
neighbor  and  an  active  citizen,  possessed  of  strong 
natural  ability,  considerate  in  the  discharge  of  all  his 
duties  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  his  God,  as  he 
understood  it.  He  was  steadfast  in  his  friendship, 
his  word  was  his  law,  provided  for  his  fiimily,  left 
them  a competency  and  has  many  children  to  revere 
his  memory  and  follow  in  his  path  of  truth  and  honor 

Joshua  Willis,  yet  with  us,  a native  of  Virginia,  but 
from  Troup  County,  Georgia,  to  this  parish,  now  in 
his  90th  year,  belongs  to  that  modest  but  true  type  of 
Virginia  gentlemen,  that  secures  the  regard  and 
esteem  of  all  good  people.  He  has  a numerous  family 
of  sons  and  daughters,  grand  and  great  grand  chil- 
dren around  him.  Courteous  in  manner,  even  in  his 
temper,  just  in  his  ways,  he  can  truly  say  he  is  ready 
to  leave  without  an  enemy.  His  good  wife.  Aunt 
Barbara,  who  had  stood  by  his  side  aiding  and  encour- 
aging in  all  the  vicisitiides  ol’  his  long  life,  has  gone 
to  her  happy  home.  And  now,  as  this  upright  old 
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man,  veteran  of  tlie  War  of  1812,  a pensioner  of  tlie 
United  States,  nears  the  apex  of  tliat  mount  which 
stands  before  all  tlie  liuman  family,  he  no  doubt  feels 
in  his  lieart  that  when  his  eyes  look  out  upon  the 
pleasant,  restful  ])laiiis  of  the  true  i)romised  land, 
that  wife  who  was  the  soul  and  the  i^ride  of  his  young- 
days,  and  his  prop  and  stay  in  the  hard  toils  of  this 
life,  will  be  the  hrst  to  greet,  as  of  jmre,  and  welcome 
him  home. 

But  here  comes  another  character  before  us,  with 
head  gray  but  not  bowed,  and  eye  flashing  as  ever — 
Capt.  W.  G.  Coleman.  Genial  in  manner,  with  a good 
word  for  all,  he  was  and  is  yet  a son  of  Carolina.  An 
ardent  subscriber  to  the  Calhoun  school  of  politics,  in 
his  early  manhood  he  was  an  outspoken  nullilier,  and 
in  older  years  a bold  and  defiant  secessionist.  His 
first  taste  of  war  was  as  a volunteer,  under  Captain 
Jarnigham,  in  the  Creek  War  of  1837.  Beturning  to 
Carolina  he  married,  and  in  his  native  State  remained 
till  the  death  of  his  wife.  The  charms  of  old  Carolina 
now  became  dimmed  to  his  eyes,  and  with  his  four 
children  he  emigrated  in  1844  to  Perry  County,  Ala- 
bama. Here  he  contracted  a second  marriage,  and 
this  wife,  who  has  borne  him  eight  children,  is  yet 
with  him.  In  184d,  when  M(‘xico  declared  war  against 
the  United  States,  he  was  one  ot‘ the  first  to  res])ond 
to  his  country’s  call,  at  the  lusid  of  one  hundred  gal- 
lant men,  known  as  the  Perry  Kangcrs.  He  joined  Col. 
Colfee’s  regiment  of  Alabanni  volunteers,  and  with  that 
I'cgiment.  for  twelve  moutlis,  was  engaged  in  all  its 
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marches,  hardships  and  battles.  And  here  let  us  not  ! 
fail  to  recall  the  name  of  Ids  faithful  body  servant, 
Sep.  Although  in  a free  country  and  other  servants 
fleeing  to  the  Mexican  lines,  Sep  stood  fast  by  his 
master,  nursed  him  in  sickness,  faithfully  adndnis- 
tered  to  his  wants  when  worn  down  with  fatigue  and 
exposure,  and  not  only  to  him  but  to  others  of  the 
company  when  he  possibly  could.  He  had  the  good 
will  and  confidence  of  all  the  men,  becajue  the  custo- 
dian of  their  little  treasures  and  never  betrayed  a 
trust.  Eeturning  home  with  his  master,  he  died  in 
his  arms,  and  as  his  glazing  eyes  looked  up  into  that 
kind  master’s  face  for  the  last  time,  that  master’s 
stricken  heart  blessed  the  faithful  Afric  sou.  In  1850, 
Capt.  Coleman  moved  to  Claiborne  Parish,  and  being 
fond  of  the  chase  greatly  enjoyed  the  rare  sports  of  the 
day.  In  1854,  he  with  Col.  J.  W.  McDonald,  in  a 
hotly  contested  campaign,  as  the  Democratic  candi- 
dates, gained  a signal  victory  over  the  then  rampant 
Know  Nothing  party.  He  has  refused  all  political 
preferment  since.  When  the  war  of  secession  was 
about  to  commence  he,  being  to  old  to  serve,  drilled 
several  volunteer  companies  previous  to  their  march 
to  the  front. 

Capt.  Coleman  joined  the  Missionary  Baptist  Churcli 
at  Lisbon  in  1854,  and  was  elected  clerk  of  the  churcli. 
For  tvventy-tliree  years  lie  has  as  prompt!}'  taken  his 
seat  at  the  desk  as  he  did  at  the  head  of  his  comiiany 
when  the  long  roll  called  it  to  arms  on  the  arid  plains 
of  Mexico.  Always  fond  of  company,  always  a good 
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neighbor,  his  friends  are  many.  Having  ever  been 
temperate  in  his  habits,  he  now,  although  in  his  80th 
year,  writes  a clear  and  even  hand,  and  can  yet  bring 
down  his  bird  on  the  wing  as  often  as  the  best  shots 
among  our  young  men.  AYithout  enemies,  with  liosts 
of  friends,  he  now  seiene  and  happy,  awaits  the  bid- 
ding of  the  Master,  summoning  him  to  the  great 
church  above. 

Another  character  who  appeared  in  this  parish  be- 
tween 1830  and  1810,  and  is  yet  with  us,  is  Col.  John 
Kimball.  A Georgian  by  birth,  in  his  young, man- 
hood he  sought  this  part  of  the  western  world,  and  by 
strict  attention  to  duty  and  business,  secured  to  him- 
self a competency  and  hosts  of  friends.  He  repre- 
sented this  parish  in  tlie  State  Legislature  in  1855-5G 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  liis  people. 
He  is  now  an  old  man,  feeble  in  strength,  but  with  a 
heart  strong  as  ever  ; yet  a tiller  of  the  soil  and  with 
honor  untarnished,  he  is  beloved  by  man}"  and  res- 
pected by  all. 

Kathan  Brown,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  left 
Tennessee  in  1833,  crossed  the  Mississippi  Kiver  at 
Memi)his,  from  which  point  he  made  his  way  slowly 
through  the  wilds  of  Arkansas — camped  a day  or  two 
where  now  stands  the  tlourishing  town  of  Prescott^ — 
in  amazement  gazed  at  the  inagnitleent  meteoric  dis- 
play in  November  of  that  year,  and  in  the  timbered 
lands  on  their  route  had  fr(*(piently  to  cut  their  way 
and  as  often  dig  down  the  banks  of  streams  or  bridge 
them  before  crossing,  linally  landing  at  or  near  Orys- 
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tal  Springs^  in  Claiboriio  Parisli.  Here  lie  remained 
about  five  years,  v lien  he  settled  down  at  his  home, 
near  Ilaynesville,  wluu’ehe  has  resided  since.  Prosiier- 
ing  in  this  world’s  goods,  he  reared  a large  family  of  sons 
and  daughters — sixteen  only — thus  eidargening  the 
little  family  that  left  Tennessee  toward  a regiment 
ill  number.  j\Ir.  Brown,  after  an  absence  of  fifty-two 
years,  returned  to  Tennessee  on  a visit  to  a sister  whom 
he  left  a young  married  woman.  She  is  now  a 
grandmother.  Old  and  stricken  in  years,  but  withhon 
est  hearts  and  clear  consciences,  this  brother  and  sister 
meeting  will  they  recognize  each  other — can  they  recall 
theyoung  manly  and  sweet  womanly  faces  that  sepa- 
rated so  many  years  ago  in  Tennessee, when  life’s  young 
morning  was  bright,  and  so  full  of  promise? 

Almost  weekly  can  be  seen  on  the  streets  of  Eoiner, 
the  tall,  erect  form  of  Isaac  Gleason.  came  from 
the  swamps  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ouachita  to  this 
Parish  in  1835.  Born  on  the  frontier  and  there  raised, 
he  is  one  of  nature’s  unso])histicated  children,  warm- 
hearted, liberal,  just,  doing  evil  to  none.  All  around 
Homer,  in  the  D’Arbonne  bottom  was  his  hunting 
grounds,  and  many  are  the  bear,  panther,  turkey  and 
deer  that  have  fallen  at  the  crack  ot  his  long  flint  and 
steel  Kentucky  rifle.  He  claims  to  have  killed  the 
last  bear  that  was  killed  on  the  grounds  of  Homer. 
Nature  was  his  school,  and  he  has  culled  much  pro- 
found knowledge  tlnnid'rom,  knowledge  by  experience, 
which  others  only  obtain  by  reasoning.  Uncle  Isaac 
has  raised  a good  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  has 
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given  his  diiugiiteis  every  advantage  the  schools  ot 
Homer  could  oiler,  Jind  now  he  can  safely  point  to  ali- 
bis cliildren  with  pride,  for  they  have  taken  their 
places  among  the  jnst  and  the  good. 

As  another  of  onr  old  and  honored  citizens,  we  may 
mention  Gol.  J.  W.  Jlcrry,  who  came  to  Claiborne  in 
1834,  wlien  a mere  youtli.  In  1S3G  and  1837  he  resided 
at  Overton.  In  1838  he  moved  to  Minden  and 
engaged  in  merchandising,  which  he  continued  till 
near  the  commencement  of  the  war.  lie  htis  been 
honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with  many  positions  of 
trust.  In  1847  he  was  elected  1st  Lieutenant  of  a 
company  of  militia,  and  commissioned  by  Governor 
Isaac  *Tohnson  In  1849  he  was  appointed  on  the 
staff  of  General  Gilbert,  of  Shreveport;  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  in  1851;  elected  Colonel  of  Claiborne 
Regiment  in  1855;  re-elected  to  the  Legislature  in  18G0; 
appointed  Colonel  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  as- 
signed to  duty  as  enrolling  otlicer  of  Claiborne  Parish  ; 
and  was  again  returned  to  the  Legislature  in  18G4. 
Since  the  formation  of  Webster  in  1871,  Col.  Perry 
has  resided  in  that  parish,  and  has  been  constantly 
honored  with  i)ublic  trusts. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Claiborne  Parish,  who 
yet  live,  is  W.  F.  Moreland.  Engaged  in  agrienltnre, 
he  has  never  sought  political  preferment,  but  at  the 
request  of  his  people  has  s(‘rved  them  in  botli 
Houses  of  the  Legislature.  In  these  positions  he  dis- 
charged the  duties  with  marked  judgment  and  ability, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituency.  In  1879, 
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with  Eev.  J.  T.  Davidson,  lie  represented  the  Parish  | 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and  bis  course  was  t 
heartily  endorsed  by  the  people.  Pure  and  -irre  \ 
proachable,  he  has  passed  through  the  trying  ordeals  ^ 

of  public  life  with  honor  unsullied;  and  honored  of  all  JJ 

who  know  him,  he  is  now  spending  the  evening  of  his  ; 

life  iu  the  quiet  of  his  country  home.  j 
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OHxVPTEIi  IX. 


GERMANTOWN — ITS  ORIGIN,  GROWTH  AND  FINAL 
DECAY. 

This  is  a town  or  settlement,  tlieliistory  of  whicli  is 
full  of  interest,  embracing’  miicli  that  is  romantic;  and 
could  all  tlie  details  be  had,  the  events  would  be 
thrilling.  In  1830,  and  for  some  years  previous,  Crer- 
many  had  become  infected  with  revolutionarj"  ideas 
that  were  then  declared  wild  and  dangerous,  and 
many  of  which,  when  attempted  to  be  carried  out, 
proved  altogether  visionary.  Among  others  who 
became  involved  in  these  schemes  was  the  Count  Yon 
Leon.  His  liberal  movements  or  ideas  were  declared 
treason.  lie  was  arrested,  tried,  and  condemned  to 
die,  but  a iiowerful  intluence  which  then  pervaded  all 
Germany  came  to  his  rescue,  and  his  life  was  spared. 
This  mighty  intluence  emanated  from  the  Masonic  or- 
der. Count  Leon  had  taken  the  highest  degrees,  and 
in  his  own  state  or  priiicipality,  was  the  head  of  the 
order.  Through  this  intluence  his  sentence  was  com- 
muted to  perpetual  banishment.  Bowing  to  this  cruel, 
though  merciful  sentence,  as  to  tlu‘  matter  of  life  ami 
death,  in  1831  Count  Yon  Leon  of  the  principality  of 
llepsbiirg,  and  Madam  the  Countess  Yon  Leon, 
daughter  of  one  otth(‘  merchant  })rinces  of  Fraidvfort 
on  the  Rhine,  looking  for  th(‘  last  time  on  their  native 
land,  tuiTKHl  their  faces  to  the  west,  giving  up  all  the 
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comforts  and  luxuries  of  Avealtli  and  refinement  for  an 
untried  and  unknown  Lome  in  far  oft*  America.  Per- 
haps there  are  a few  of  our  old  people,  from  the  states 
east  of  the  IMississippi  EAer  avLo  raised  in  wealth 
and  all  its  comforts,  hut  were  suddenly  reduced  there- 
from, can  realize  and  sympathize  with  the  mis(Tahle 
change  that  thus  suddenly  occured  in  the  life  of  this 
family,  aggravated  too  by  knowing  that  a return  to 
their  old  home  was  forever  forbidden. 

Embarking  at  the  nearest  seaport.  Count  and 
Madam  Leon,  accompanied  with  about  300  persons^ 
Avlio  came  with  them  as  colonists  to  build  up  a new 
home  in  untrammelled  America,  Ayithout  accident  or 
mishap  on  the  sea,  safely  landed  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  nesting  here  a while  and  the  better  to  deter- 
mine whither  to  go,  the  company  moved  down  into 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pittsburg,  where 
it  remained  two  years.  Becoming  dissatisfied  on  ac- 
count of  the  harshness  of  the  climate  and  the  indilfer- 
ence  or  cold  welcome  meted  out  to  them,  some  of  the 
company  removed  to  Ohio  and  otlier  northern  states. 
But  the  main  body,  following  the  fortunes  of  the 
Count  and  Countess,  determined  to  seek  a milder  cli- 
mate than  Avas  to  be  found  in  the  northern  portion  of 
United  States.  Ifaving  determined  to  make  Louisiana 
their  home,  they  gatliered  up  their  stores,  and  alter  a 
long  and  arduous  journey,  in  which  they  endured 
many  hardslnps  and  much  suftering,  they  landed  safe 
near  Natchitoches,  on  Bed  Kiver.  Here  they  located 
and  commenced  business;  but  soon  the  colony  fell 
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victims  to  swami)  lever  of  tiie  most  malignant  type. 
Count  Leon  and  the  most  of  liis  followers  died  and 
were  buried  here,  on  tlie  banks  of  the  Ked  Kiver— not 
under  their  native  linden  trees,  but  under  the  stately 
cotton  wood,  and  tlie  solemn  cypress.  The  Count  and 
the  most  of  his  faithlul  followers  now  sleep  that  long? 
dreamless  sleep,  in  unknown  graves  somewhere  on  the 
banks  of  the  lied  Eiver.  No  friendly  hand  can  ever 
decorate  their  graves,  but  with  each  returning  spring 
the  wild  flowers  will  bloom  over  them,  and  the  tall 
cypress  will  keep  ward  ov(ir  them  till  the  morning  of 
the  resurrection. 

How  lonely  and  sad  the  Countess  now  weeping  in  a 
strange  and  far  off  wilderness,  over  the  grave  of  her 
husband  ! One  of  Louisiana's  noble  representatives  in 
Congress  introduced  and  had  i)assed  a bill  donating 
the  colony  a good  body  of  land  in  Claiborne  Parish. 
The  colony  was  very  wealthy  when  it  left  Germany,  but 
they  had  spent  a large  sum  for  implements  and  e(piip- 
ments  which  were  all  lost,  together  with  much  of  their 
jewelry  and  fine  furniture.  A large  part  of  this  wealth 
was  sunk  in  barge  boats  on  which  they  travelled. 
The  last  arti(;les  of  value  which  the  Count  owned  was 
a beautiful  set  of  ^lasonic  regalia,  set  with  precious 
stones,  and  valued  at  8d,000.  This  was  sold  to 
the  Catholic  Church  at  Natchitoches,  and  is,  we  be 
lieve,  still  in  its  possession. 

The  Countess  now,  alter  a stay  of  about  two’  years 
on  Ked  River  moved  with  the  remnant  of  the  colony 
to  Claiborne  Parish,  and  settled  on  the  land  do'nated 
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by  Congress,  wliicli  lies  about  twelve  miles  southwest 
of  Homer.  When  they  reached  their  destination, 
there  was  not  the  sign  of  a habitation  to  receive  them, 
nor  to  be  seen  in  that  vicinity.  The  oidy  road  near 
was  the  military  road  from  ^N^atchitoches  to  Fort  Smith 
ill  Arkansas.  Brought  uj)  in  towns,  these  ijeople  knew 
nothing  of  country  life;  but  they  went  to  work  with 
willing  hands  and  brave  hearts,  and  soon  built  them 
selves  rude  log  houses  to  protect  [themselves  from  the 
storms  of  winter  and  the  heat  of  summer. 

The  colony  still  had  its  oavii  minister,  physician, 
mechanics,  etc.,  and  of  course  held  everything  in  com- 
mon. Here  the  colony  engaged  in  agriculture  and 
merchandizing,  and  succeeded  well.  Their  mercantile 
business  w^as  small  at  first,  but  gradually  increased 
till  in  1870,  they^  did  a business  which  aggregated 
$100,000.  Their  business  wuis  conducted  on  the 
credit  system,  and  a large  number  of  their  customers 
failing  to  settle,  in  1871  they  failed.  Had  they  en- 
forced collections,  they  might  have  continued  to  i)ros- 
per  financially ; but  recalling  to  mind  their  owui  dis- 
tresses years  before,  and  the  aid  and  sympathy 
extended  to  them  at  that  time,  they  deeply  syunpa- 
thized  with  their  customers,  wdio  had  lost  their  all  in 
the  great  civil  w ar,  and  they  could  not  find  in  their 
hearts  to  oppress  them.  ISoble  Countess!  that  old 
ledger  is  her  grandest  monument. 

Countess  Leon  left  derma n tow  n in  1871,  w^ent  to 
Bastrop,  La.,  and  r('si<h‘d  a while  there  with  her 
daughter.  From  Bastrop,  she  moved  with  her 
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daughter  to  Hot  Springs,  Arhjiiisas,  where  in  1881, 
she  died  at  an  advaiu!e<l  age. 

The  Count  Leon  liad  but  one  sou — a noble  3’onng 
man,  greatly  admired  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died 
while  yet  young,  in  1870,  Ave  believe  of  yellow  fever, 
near  V'ernon  in  Jackson  Taiish. 

A few  mouths  ago  the  writer  of  tliis  sketch  visited 
the  scene  of  this  old  settlement.  The  store  and  shops 
in  which  the  former  inhabitants  did  busini‘ss,  are  all 
gone.  In  a small  house  near,  Ave  found  an  aged  gentle- 
man— Win.  Stakousky — a nath^e  of  Germany,  and  one 
of  those  A\^ho  came  over  Avith  the  Count  Leon.  The 
old  gentleman  is  a fine  scholar  and  Avell  read  in  both 
German  and  English  literature.  At  our  request  he 
recited  the  history  of  the  colony,  and  gave  it  an  in- 
terest we  have  Avholly  failed  to  transfer  to  these 
pages. 
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OIIxVPTEli  X. 


MINDKN — ITS  ORIGIN,  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  STATUS.  1 

Prior  to  February,  1871,  at  which  time  the  Parisii  of  y 
Webster  was  created,  the  town  of  JMinden  was  em- 
braced  within  the  limits  of  Claiborne  ; its  mention  may  r* 
therefore  be  properly  included  in  tliis  work.  | 

This  beautiful  and  thriving  little  city  was  founded  |- 
in  the  year  1837,  by  Charles  H.  Yeeder.  Yeeder  w^as  | 
a man  of  great  energy  and  enterprise.  At  that  time  ^ 
Claiborne  included  the  greater  portion  of  the  territory  -I 
of  North  Louisiana  lying  between  the  Ouachita  and  j 

Ked  Fivers,  and  a movement  being  on  loot  to  divide  | 

the  parish,  which  would  necessitate  the  removal  of  the  ^ i 
parish  seat,  Mr.  Yeeder  worked  hard  to  have  the  new  | 
Court-house  located  at  IVIiiiden;  and  it  was  principally  i 
through  liis  efforts  that  an  appropriation  was  secured  i 
from  the  State  to  build  ^linden  Academy.”  Thus  t j 
may  be  claimed  for  him  the  honor  of  having  been  one  , 
of  the  originators  and  the  chief  promoter  of  this  insti-  , 
tiition,  which  was  subsecpiently  changed  to  Miuden 
Female  Seminary,  and  that  later  to  Mindeu  Female 
College.  Defeated  in  his  efforts  to  get  the  Court- 
house, and  failing  ffiiamdally,  ]\lr.  Yeeder  soon  after 
left  the  country.  He  died  at  Bakersfield,  California, 
Septemlxu' d,  lS7o,  at  the  age  of  79  years.  The  follow- 
ing (‘xtracts  from  an  obituary  notic<‘  published  in  the 
Weekly  Courier  of  that  place,  will  be  interesting  to 
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those  who  knew  him:  ‘‘CoL  Veeder  was  born  in 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  1st,  170G.  He  was  educated 
nt  Union  College,  Schenectady,  and  adopted  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law.  At  an  early  age  he  sought  service 
in  the  War  of  1812,  served  with  distinction,  and  was  a 
pensioner  of  the  government  to  the  time  of  his  death 
for  services  rendered  in  that  struggle.  He  was  of  a 
restless  disposition,  and  constantly  sought  excitement 
ill  new  and  stirring  scenes.  He  travelled  the  West 
and  South  pretty  thoroughly,  figuring  at  various 
times  in  Indiana,  Ohio,  Louisiana  and  Texas,  and 
finally  finding  his  way  to  California  in  1819.  Here 
he  lived  in  Vallejo,  Sonoma,  Mendocino,  and  eventually 
came  to  this  place.  Col.  Veeder  was  a man  of  large 
intelligence,  'warm  symjia tides  and  kindly  instincts, 
and  his  loss  will  be  generally  dejilored.*’ 

Adam  L.  Stewart,  who  sold  to  Veeder,  was  imobably 
the  first  white  man  to  o(aaipy  the  ground  on  wddch 
Minden  stands.  The  first  merchants  to  follow  Veeder 
were  Wilson  & Wells;  Lee  & Co.;  Morrow,  Berry  & 
Co.;  W.  A.  Drake,  Sr.;  and  IMyers  Fisher.  Soon  after 
these  came  John  Chaffe,  Foster  Robinson,  Berry  & 
Thompson,  Harvy  Drake,  Win.  Oliver,  D.  & J.  H. 
Murrell,  and  others.  M indents  first  lawyers  were  E. 
Olcott,  Tillinghast  Vaugiin,  D.  L.  Evans,  (L  W.  Beets 
and  Andrew'  Law'son  ; and  her  first  physicians  w’ere 
Wills,  Bennell,  Williams,  and  D.  i\l.  Farland.  Dick 
Thompson  w'as  the  first  hotc'l-ki'cper.  Ilis  hotel  stood 
where  T.  B.  Neal’s  old  brick  store  now'  stands.  The 
first  business  house  erected  in  Miinhm  was  on  the  site 
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of  the  handsome  brick  store  now  occupied  by  Leary  & 
Crichton.  The  site  of  the  old  Minden  Academy  is  now 
occupied  by  Minden  Female  Collej^e.  Minden’s  first 
i>ewspaper  was  conducted  by  a Mr.  Crai^,  and  was 
Democratic.  T)»e  first  chimdi  was  built  by  the  Meth- 
odists in  1830;  the  next  by  the  Baptists  in  1841.  Tlie 
Catholic  church  was  established  in  18()7,  and  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  in  1870.  Of  the  pioneer  citizens  of 
]\rinden,  Col.  J.  W.  Berry^  Dr.  Dan  M.  Farland,  AVm. 
Ilardy,  E.  Etter,  and  David  Canfield  are  about  all 
that  remain  in  the  place.  A few  linger  yet  in  other 
homes ; the  rest  have  gone  to  the  silent  shore. 

In  1871,  Minden  became  the  parish  seat  of  Webster, 
^ new  parish  organized  that  year  from  portions  of 
Claiborne,  Bossier  and  Bienville.  The  present 
Court-house  was  built  immediately  after  the  incorpor 
ation  of  the  parish,  at  a cost  of  825,000,  and  is  one  of 
the  finest  structures  of  the  kind  in  this  portion  of  the 
State.  In  addition  to  its  handsome  Court-house,  Min- 
den  has  many  beautiful  residences,  and  numerous 
large  and  substantial  brick  stores,  all  of  wliich  indi- 
cate the  cultivated  taste  and  solid  |)rosperity  of  its 
people. 

The  excellent  location  of  ^Minden  as  a trading  point, 
added  to  the  liberal  and  progressive  policy  of  its  mer- 
chants, assured  it  a pi'osperous  business  can‘er  from 
the  beginning.  We  hav(‘  no  ligun's  to  show  the  ex- 
tent of  its  trade  i)rior  to  1882,  but  in  that  year  there 
were  shi])])ed  from  the  town  22.000  bales  of  cotton,  of 
which  15,000  bales  were  handled  by  its  own  merchants. 


. 


(1 


I' 


CL AI HORNE  FARfSIL 


97 


111  1883,  the  Hhipmeiit  was  15,000  liales,  of  whicli  its 
merchants  bought  I0,0i)l).  In  I -SSI  tlie  receipts 
were  10,000,  and  the  piinOuisi*  9000.  During 

the  last  ten  years  tlie  annual  reeeijits  _ have 
averaged  fnlly  15,000  bai(\s,  of  wliiiOi  its  mercliants 
have  handled  about  10,000.  Miinhafs  averagi*  annual 
sales  of  merchandise  during  this  iieriod,  have  aggre- 
gated fully  halt  a million. 

The  decline  in  business  in  1.SS3  and  1-SSl  was  owing 
to  the  changes  wrought,  hist,  by  the  extensimi  of  a 
branch  ot  the  Ihiramore  Kailroad  to  Magnolia,  Ark., 
which  town,  in  consequeiua*,  has  controlled  about 
5,000  bales  of  cotton  that  had  tbrmerly  gone  to  Aliii- 
den  ; and  secondly,  by  the  complet  ion  of  the  S.  «S: 
I*,  road  running  hve  miles  south  and  cutting  down  its 
receipts  another  5,000  bales. 

Such  heav'y  inroads  upon  their  business  would  hav'e 
discouraged  and  paralyzed  many,  but  not  so  with  these 
people.  Tliey  were  e(j_ual  to  the  emergency.  Nobly, 
and  with  their  accustomed  zeal  and  activity,  did  they 
go  to  work  and  buihl  a ta[)  connecting  them  with  the  \\ 
8.  1*.  K.  K,,  which  they  have  now  completed  at  a cost 

to  themselves  of  nearly  850,000  and  which  connects 
them  with  every  train  on  the  main  line.  They  have 
also  succeeded  in  impressing  the  V.  S.  »S:  l\  R.  R.  au- 
thorith‘ii  that  Miuden  can  control  a large  amount  of 
hiisiness  for  their  road,  wdii(*li,  until  the  completion  of 
the  tap,  had  gone  to  Magnolia.  This  together  with 
dm  fact  that  it  is  mon?  to  the,  iuti*rcstof  the  V^.  8. 
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P.  road  to  have  business  concentrated  at  Minden  than 
to  meet  the  strong  competition  at  Shreveport,  has  in- 
duced it  to  give  a through  rate  of  freights  to  and  from 
Minden  for  less  than  that  of  any  other  town  along  its 
line.  To  compensate  the  V.  S.  & P.  for  this  conces- 
sion, the  Minden  men  have  agreed  to  do  all  their  shii>- 
ping  by  rail,  not  patronizing  the  boats  at  all,  belofving 
that  the  rates  they  have  obtained  from  the  road  are 
about  as  low  as  they  formerly  were  by  boat. 

The  merchants  of  Minden  repudiate  the  idea  of 
the  railroads  having  done  anything  for  them  as  a 
favor  but  claim  that  its  geographical  position  has  made 
Minden  a competitive  point;  not,  liowever,  to  tlie  ex- 
tent of  Shreveport,  but  sutlicieiitly  so  to  entitle  it  to 
the  comparative  freight  rates  given. 

These  advantages  31inden  now  enjoys,  and  the  high 
financial  standing  of  its  business  men,  and  the  energy 
and  pliK^k  displayed  by  them  in  laying  out  $50, 000  in 
cash  on  their  brancli  road,  and  this  just  after  the  loss 
of  $40,000  by  the  ouriiing  otsome  1200  bales  of  their 
cotton  two  years  ago,  and  tlie  tiiianacial  embarrass- 
ment oecasioued  by  the  failure  of  some  of  their  lri(*nds 
in  Is\‘W  Orhains  last  spring,  are  a sullicimit  guaraaitee 
that  Minden  is  to  b<*  lierselt  again.  Siie  will  siiip  fif- 
teen to  eighteen  tln)iisand  bales  ol  corton  this  season, 
(1685-80),  and  with  a good  crop  next  year,  25,000  bales 
are  the  figures  set  by  lier  merehanls.  Miinlen  claims 
that  she  should  handle  all  tln‘  cotton  in  Webster  i’ar- 
isii,  and  i:;  tlie  wa>t  ii  dt  ot  ('laib)ine;  ainl  will  con- 
tend lor  tlie  tnule  of  ilieiivdle  Parish  lying  around 
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j Ri]ig’p:olcl,  and  believes  that  hereafter,  in  time  of  low 
! water,  a considerable  ainonnt  of  cotton  will  come  to 
I her  from  lied  River  Inflow  Log.^y  Bayou.  Miacbm  is 
amjdy  able  to  pay  casli  for  all  the  cotton  brongiit  to 
her,  and  with  her  reduced  freights,  she  is  certainly  a 
S formidable  competitor  of  the  towns  along  the  line  of 
j the  road;  and  when  the  known  bberality  and  progres- 
siveness of  her  merchants  are  taken  into  the  account, 
there  is  very  strong  additional  inducement  for  farm- 
ers to  patronize  her  market. 

For  her  educational  advantages,  Minden  is  not  sur- 
pased  by  any  town  in  the  State,  nor,  as  for  that  mat- 
ter hardly  any  where  else.  Her  Female  College  is  one 
of  the  oldest  institutions  west  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
giving  superior  education  to  young  women.  Its  alum- 
ni, widely  scattered  over  the  State,  have  always 
maintained  the  high  position  the  College  holds  in  the 
public  estimation.  They  are  among  the  most  honored 
wives  and  daughters  of  her  citizens.  Many  of  them 
have  achieved  distinction  as  writers  of  prose  and 
poetry,  and  some  of  them  are  among  the  best  female 
teachers  in  the  State.  A brief  history  of  the  school, 
we  are  sure,  will  be  interesting  to  the  reader. 

In  1838,  Minden  Academy  was  organized  and  was 
successively  conducted  by  Rev.  R.  T.  Baggs,  Henry 
*"^1.  Spoft*ord,  Rrof.  Burke,  Rev.  Win.  Brooks  and  Rev. 
W.  H.  Scales.  In  IS.IO,  the  name  was  changed  to  Min- 
deu  Female  Seminary  by  org  inizing  it  under  tlie  first 
i>oard  of  Trustees. 

The  first  Frincipal  of  the  Smninary  was  John 
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S.  Garvin,  Aviio  took  clinrge  in  September,  ISoO.  He 
did  not  Onisli  a scholastic  year,  but  resigned  and  left 
it  in  charge  of  some  of  liis  associates,  who  were  as- 
sisted by  J.  D.  Watkins,  then  one  of  the  ])rincipals  of 
the  ^Minden  Male  Academy — his  associate  being  A.  13. 
George.  Of  these  teachers,  Mr.  Spolihrd  siibseiiuently 
became  one  of  the  eminent  Supreme  »hulges  of  La., 
and  Mr.  Watkins,  a Judge,  of  the  District  (Joint — now 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  jurists  of  the  State.  Mr. 
George  is  now  one  of  the  eminent  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals. 

In  1853,  a new  J3oard  of  Trustees  was  formed,  who 
elected  Mr.  S.  L.  Slack  as  principal.  Under  his  ad- 
ministration the  name  was  changed  by  Act  of  Incor- 
poration to  JMinden  Female  College.  President  Slack 
began  his  adndnistration  by  securing  funds  and  erect- 
ing the  main  buildings  of  the  College,  and  no  man 
ever  brought  to  it  more  zeal,  energy  and  ability.  The 
buildings  erected  under  ids  supervision,  show  the  wis- 
dom of  his  i>lans. 

President  Slack  resigned  and  was  followed  by  J. 
Franklin  Ford.  This  gentleman  succeeded  in  having 
two  additional  buildings  added  to  the  ( Jollege — one, 
the  large  Concert  Hall,  tin*  other,  a large  building 
for  boarders.  Under  the  administration  of  Presidtmt 
Ford,  whi(*li  lasted  six  years,  the  college  was  in  a 
most  prosperous  condition.  In  February,  he  re- 

signed, and  was  succciediMl  by  J.  E.  Fright,  1).  D. 
Dr.  Fright  was  a scholar  of  rare  attainnuuits,  and  a 
minister  of  great  celebrity.  A large  number  of  pu})ils 
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from  every  part  of  the  State  attended  while  he  was  in 
charge.  He  served  as  President  eight  years,  resign- 
ing in  January,  1871. 

Tlie  next  President  was  Rev.  T.  B.  Russellj  who 
served  only  one  year,  resigning  on  account  of  ill- 
healtli.  After  the  departure  of  Mr.  Russell,  the 
Board  employed  ^liss  Mildred  Boyle,  as  Princii)al. 
Miss  Boyle  had  been  one  of  Mr.  RiisselFs  associate 
teachers,  was  a graduate  of  the  College,  and  had  taken 
the  first  honors  of  her  class.  She  managed  the  insti- 
tution very  successfully  until  failing  health  com})elled 
her  resignation. 

In  1876,  Col.  Thos.  O.  Benton,  formerly  of  the  law 
firm  of  Garrett,  Benton  & Slack  of  Monroe,  La.,  was 
elected  President,  ('ol  Benton,  a profound  lawyer  and 
elegant  scholar,  held  the  position  three  and  a half 
years.  Resigning,  he  was  succeeded  by  Col.  George 
1).  Alexander,  who  was  elcct(‘d  l*resident  for  five 
and  a half  years.  Col  Alexander  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  in  February,  1870,  and  the 
term  of  his  office  will  t‘xi)ire  witli  the  scholastic  year 
year  1885-86.  He  is  a gentltMiian  of  erudite  scliolar- 
ship,  and  the  re])utation  of  the  college  has  increased 
greatly  under  his  administration. 

The  old  Mindeii  Academy,  erected  mainly  through 
the  agency  of  Charles  II.  Yee<ler,  was,  as  we  under- 
stand, a school  for  both  boys  and  girls.  W'hen  it  was 
changed  to  ^linden  Female  Seminary,  in  1850.  provi- 
sion was  made  for  tlie  se])arate  education  of  bo\’s. 
The  present  Male  Academy  was  built  about  that  tiitjc 
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mainly  through  the  liberality  of  W.  A.  Drake,  Sr.,  who 
donated  the  sum  of  $1500  for  that  purpose,  thus  i)uttiug 
himself  on  record  as  one  of  the  benefactors  of  ^Unden, 
and  of  his  race-  This  school  has  been  in  charge  of 
many  able  teachers,  and  has  a liigh  reputation. 

Its  pure  water,  good  health,  pleasant  location,  fine 
residences  and  beautiful  shade  trees,  together  with 
the  literary  air  of  its  citizens,  render  Minden  a most 
desirable  place  for  a home,  where  both  daughters  and 
sons  may  receive  a finished  education. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


HOMER. 

The  burning'  of  the  court-house  at  Athens  in  1848, 
made  necessary  a new  building  for  the  administration 
of  law  and  justice.  The  spread  of  the  population  in 
all  directions,  but  particularly  toward  the  northern 
and  eastern  sections  of  tlie  parish,  made  it  incumbent 
on  the  authorities  to  select  a more  central  location  for 
the  new  public  buildings.  After  duly  canvassing  the 
claims  of  the  several  localities  i)resented,  the  site  on 
which  now  stands  the  beautiful  town  of  Homer  was 
a|)proved.  Considering  its  central  position  and  easy 
approach  from  all  directions,  together  with  the  natural 
beauty  and  healthfulness  of  its  situation,  the  locality 
was  happily  chosen.  On  a plateau  gently  rising  from 
the  D^\rbonne  on  the  north  and  Corni  Creek  on  the 
south,  and  overlooking  for  miles  the  surrounding 
country,  the  site,  in  all  of  its  native  beauty,  was  most 
inviting.  A generous  donation  from  Allen  Ilarris  and 
Tillinghast  Vaughn,  to  whom  the  property  belonged, 
(|uieted  all  opposition. 

Homer  embrax^es  an  area  of  one  square  mile,  includ- 
ing a portion,  each,  of  Sections  23,  27,  25  and  20  in 
Township  21,  of  Range  7 west.  At  the  time  this  site 
was  chosen,  it  was  in  a state  of  nature.  Xo  under- 
growth was  to  be  seen,  and  wide  and  meandering 
vistas  were  every  where  in  view — the  massive  oak  and 
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the  high  reachiiig  pine  stamliiig  like  g^en tries  to  guard 
the  charms  nature  had  voiudisafed  to  man.  Tlie  woods 
were  lull  of  game  of  all  kinds  peculiar  to  this  region, 
aud  the  creeks  and  rivulets  abounded  in  the  many 
varieties  of  fish  belonging  to  our  southern  streams. 

Even  before  the  town  was  laid  otf,  rude  habitations 
began  to  spring  u})  here  and  there  j but  when  it  be- 
came known  that  the  site  of  the  new  court-house  was  a 
settled  fact,  people  began  to  move  in  rajudly,  and  the 
hum  of  the  builder,  the  ax  and  the  saw  responding 
thereto,  was  heard  on  every  hand.  Wm.  H.  ]\Iaxey 
soon  had  up  the  lirst  house,  a small  log  cabin,  just  in 
front  of  the  line  brick  building  he  afterwards  erected 
on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  public  square.  And  in 
this  riu.e  cabin  was  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the 
town  of  Homer,  by  an  accredited  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel. The  improvised  court-house  was  set  up  just  east 
of  this  cal)in,  and  a boarding  liouse,  of  the  primitive 
order,  was  opened  on  the  lot  where  now  is  the  hand- 
some residence  of  Mrs.  McCranie.^  Froir.  this  hostelry 
the  judge,  la  wyers  and  attendants  at  court,  at  least 
all  who  could  alford  the  luxury  of  a boarding  house, 
would  wend  their  way,  by  a ciriaiitous  pathway  to  the 
temple  where  justice  was  wont  to  Vie  dispenstai.  But 
this  state  of  things  did  not  prevail  long,  for  the  rapid 
indux  of  iiopulation  and  wealth,  with  the  consecpient 
increase  of  business,  urged  upon  tlu‘  authorities  the 
erection  of  a iu‘.w  court-house  andotlices.  A line  Imild- 
iiig  for  those  times,  a two-story  luick  structure,  was 
placed  iu  the  hands  of  the  builders  and  soon  completed. 
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Homer  was  built  up  rapidly.  Before  the  stumps  liad 
been  removed  from  the  ])ublic  square,  every  iot  on  its 
four  sides  was  occiq)ied  by  some  sort  of  buildingveither 
complete  or  in  course  of  construction.  First  was  Col. 
B.  W.  Capers,  whose  store  was  on  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  square.  Ambitious  to  excel,  and  with  the 
view  of  drawiiij^*  custom,  he  had  his  large  hewn  log 
house  finished  inside  with  sawed  lumber,  hauled  all 
the  w ay  on  ox-wagons  (the  favorite  mode  of  transpor- 
tation at  that  time)  from  Eldorado,  Arkansas,  a dis- 
tance of  forty  miles  or  more.  Here  he  conducted  a 
fioui'ishing  business  down  to  the  commencement  of  the 
wmr.  Among  the  many  buildings  erected  about  this 
time,  w'e  must  mention  the  “Claib me  House,”  a tw^o- 
story  hotel  which  stood  north  of  the  court-house,  proud- 
ly overlooking  its  humbler  neighbors.  In  the  mean 
time,  Maxey  remove<l  his  little  log  cabin,  and  in  its 
stead  built  a Cheap  Cash”  business  house.  He  suc- 
ceeded well,  building  up  from  a humble  beginning  a 
fine  and  lucrative  business.  About  this  time  the 
Wiles,  three  brothers,  Sam,  Mike  and  Alex,  landed  in 
Homer.  With  small  means,  but  indomitable  German 
pluck  and  thrift,  they  soon  secured  a handsome  busi- 
ness, wiiich  they  maintained  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  About  this  time  also  appeared  A.Mefhanie, 
and  on  the  southeast  corner  ol‘  the  public  scpiare,  in 
tlie  house  now'  occupied  by  E.  L.  Johnson,  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  handsoim‘  competency  left  his  wife 
and  childrmi.  Tliis  A.  MeCranie  was  no  ordinary  man, 
active  in  business,  a good  judge  of  men,  just  and  lib- 
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: eral,  he  was  endowed  with  all  the  faculties  that  make 

the  man  of  success  and  note. 

i AmonjLi'  such  an  active  class  as  were  then  concen- 

trating in  Homer  and  vicinity^  of  course  there  were  to 
I be  found  many  true  men  imbued  with  the  principles 

and  familiar  with  the  workings  of  that  grand  old  Or- 
der, which  has,  for  so  many  centuries,  done  so  much  to 
\ establish  the  brotherhood  of  man.  En  1851,  a number 

] of  these  brothers  came  together  and  organized  Taylor 

‘ Lodge,  No.  100,  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  This 

i Lodge  flourished  for  a number  of  years,  when,  from 

I some  cause,  not  now  known,  it  forfeited  its  charter. 

' Immediately  after  this  sudden  ending  of  Taylor  Lodge, 

j the  spirit  of  the  Order  rallied,  and  a number  of  the  old 

members,  acting  under  a sense  of  duty  and  obligation, 
' inculcated  by  the  ancient  faith,  asked  for  a charter, 

ii  and  in  the  fall  of  1850,  the  present  Lodge,  (Homer 
Lodge,  No.  152),  was  established.  This  Lodge  crowned 
itself  with  enduring  honor,  when  in  1859,  it  purchased 
the  property  of  the  Homer  Female  Institute,  and  re- 
naming it  the  Homer  Masonic  Female  Institute,  placed 
it  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Fraternity.  Under 
the  long  and  able  administration  of  Prof.  Wilcox,  and 
after  his,  that  of  Prof.  Sligh  and  his  accomplished  and 
energetic  wife,  this  school  flourished  many  years,  and 
sent  forth  from  its  walls  many  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  thoroughly  educated  women  of  North  Louisiana. 
But  the  school  no  longer  exists  as  a sej)arate  institu- 
tion. Kecently  the  citizens  ot  Homer,  and  the  ^lason- 

I ic  Fraternity,  becoming  favorably  impressed  with  the 
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plan  of  co-education,  and  believing  it  woulcUbe  to  the 
interest  of  both  their  schools  to  unite  them,  the  Hom- 
er Masonic  Female  Institute  and  the  Homer  Male  Col- 
lege were  combined  under  the  name  of  the  Homer  ]\Ia- 
souic  Male  and  Female  College.  The  new  institution 
has  been  placed  in  the  charge  of  President  Davidson, 
a gentlemen  ot  ability  and  culture,  under  whose  ad- 
ministration, supported  by  an  intelligent  and  progres- 
sive people,  it  bids  fair  to  do  nobly  in  the  grand  cause 
of  education.  The  old  Hall  and  buildings  of  the  In- 
stitute are  now  silent,  but  in  the  Claiborne  College 
building,  a commodious  and  substantial  brick  struct- 
ure, assemble  for  instruction,  many  of  the  young  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  boys  and  girls  of  old  Claiborne. 

During  the  happy  and  prosi)erous  years  of  Homer, 
before  the  war,  were  organized  the  Methodist  and  Bap- 
tist churches  of  Homer.  Each  denomination  erected 
commodious  buildings  for  their  numerous  congrega- 
tions. The  ministers  were  earnest  and  zealous,  the 
members  sincere  and  active.  The  original  Bai)tist 
church  still  stands,  a monument  to  the  good  brothers 
and  sisters  who  built  it,  many  of  whom  have  gone  to 
the  silent  land.  The  original  Metliodist  Church  was 
crushed  by  the  great  snow  of  December,  1870,  but  has 
been  replaced  by  a much  more  commodious  and  hand- 
some edifice. 

Early  in  1851,  B.  D.  Harrison,  a typo,  of  Talledaga, 
Ala.,  arrived  in  Homer.  He  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  be- 
held all  the  country  around,  and  pronounced  it  good. 
Encouraged  by  the  prospects,  in  June  of  that  year  he 
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is!=ued  tWe  first  miinber  of  tlie  Claihorne  Advocate^ 
which,  under  the  editorial  management  of  Frank 
Yaughen,  and  afterwards  that  of  J.  M.  Thomason,'  be- 
came a success,  and  a power  in  the  laud.  In  1855, 
Harrison  sold  the  Advocate  to  W.  S.  Curstis,  who  con- 
tinued its  publication  until  the  exigencies  of  the  war 
forced  its  suspension.  Another  pai)er  was  started  in 
185-,  but  soon  failed.  In  1859,  W.  Jasper  Blackman 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  Homer  Iliads  which 
became  noted  as  one  of  the  spiciest  and  most  reliable 
papers  in  the  State.  The  Iliad  was  strongly  opposed 
to  secession,  and  during  the  high  political  excitement 
of  1860-01,  when  passion  held  sway,  and  sober  thought 
was  in  abeyance,  and  during  the  war  which  followed 
it  spoke  boldly  and  unyieldingly,  when  it  could  speak, 
in  behalf  of  the  Union’s  integrity.  But  the  Iliad  was 
forced  under  during  this  trying  time.  The  war  being- 
closed,  it  reappeared,  and  after  a further  career  of  ten 
or  twelve  years,  was  discontinued.  Its  veteran  editor 
IS  now  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  with  the  harness  yet 
on  him. 

Immediately  after  the  suspension  of  the  Iliad^  B.  D. 
Harrison  founded  the  Claiborne  Guardian^  and  pub- 
lished this  journal  a number  of  years.  During  the 
most  of  these  years,  Drayton  B.  Ha^a^s,  Esq.,  a lawyer 
of  ability,  and  a fine  writer,  edited  the  Guardian^  and 
made  it  one  of  the  best  papers  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Hayes  died  in  Texarkana,  Ark.,  December  25th, 
1885,  leaving  a large  circle  of  friends  and  admirers 
here  to  murmur  at  the  sad  decrees  of  fate. 
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Since  the  dentli  of  Mr.  Hayes,  J.^  R Hulse,  Ksq.,  lias 
edited  the  Guardian , which  is  7iow  owned  by  H.  M. 
Harris. 

About  the  ye:ir  1857,  the  fine  court-house  which  liad 
been  built  at  so  nunfii  cost,  for  a new  country,  began 
to  show  signs  of  dec'ay.  I Luge  (tracks  opeintd  iu  the 
walls,  giving  sure  indication  of  an  iiiuiending  disas- 
ter. The  police  Jury  saw  the  danger,  and  tlie  t>eople 
being  able  and  willing,  the  building  was  taken  down, 
and  with  its  remains  were  built  a strong  fire-proof 
offi(ie.  In  place  of  the  demolished  hous(g  whose  walls 
had  echoed  to  the  eloquence  of  such  able  men  as  H. 
and  J.  C.  Egan,  desse  Joints,  Hon.  Henry  Gray,  T.  and 
E.  Vaughn,  N.  J.  Scott,  Allen  0.  Hill,  J.  .M.  Thomason, 
Monk,  and  others,  who  had  met  there  iu  forensic  com- 
bat, the  present  substantial  and  (tiassic  structure  was 
erected. 

This  is  a sipiare  edifice,  two  stories  high.  A wide 
colonade  supported  by  tw(dve  massive  pillars,  pmjects 
from  the  four  sides,  giving  a pleasing  and  impressive 
effect,  viewed  from  whatever  side.  The  lower  fioor  is 
intersected  at  right  angles  by  two  wide  passages ; iu 
the  four  corners  are  the  offices  of  the  sheriff,  the  clerk 
and  recorder,  the  grand  jury  and  the  petit  jury.  On 
the  tloor  above  is  the  large  and  well-lighted  court 
room,  where  law,  logic  and  ehnpience  still  hold  sway. 
Without  exaggeration,  this  is  one  of  the*  most  sub- 
stantial and  sightly  public  buildings  in  all  North 
bouisianaj  one  of  which  tlui  t)arish  may  well  be  proud. 
Of  the  many  h'.gal  giants  that  assimibled  within  its 
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walls,  in  its  early  history,  few  reniain.  Of  the  old 
olhe.eiS  J.  i n E.  a^ainsey,  and  of  the  old  lawyers, 
N.  J.  Scott,  alone  remain ; the  rest  are  ^oiie — 
mostly  to  the  grave.  John  Young,  years  ago,  District 
Attorney,  is  now  District  Jm  ge ; General  Gray  is  at 
Bastrop,  an  I J.  G.  Egan  at  Coiishata. 

The  fertility  of  its  soil  with  the  thrift  and  enterprise 
of  its  intloAving  emigration  was  well  calculated  to 
make  Glaiborne  the  banner  parish  of  North  Louisiana. 
When  the  war  (^ime  Homer  was  crowded  with  busi- 
ness houses,  and  it  trade  extended  over  a wide  area. 
Intelligence,  refinement,  and  a high  sense  of  honor 
characterized  the  whole  people.  Its  schools  were 
noted  far  and  near,  and  many  of  the  best-to-do  farm- 
ers purchased  town  lots,  built  handsome  residences, 
and  brought  their  families  to  the  village  that  they 
might  reap  the  advantages  of  its  schools.  But  few 
buildings  now  stand  where  the  original  settlers  placed 
them.  Where  now  stands  the  handsome  cottage  of  R. 
W.  Collier,  that  stirring  and  untiring  man,  J.  C. 
Blackman  built  a handsome  house.  This  has  been 
removed  further  west  and  is  now  the  home  of  J.  M. 
W hite.  Where  Green  Taylor  built,  is  the  comfortable 
residence  i J.  K.  AVillet.  The  huge  old-time  build- 
ing on  the  hill,  now  occupied  by  ]\lrs.  Vaughn,  was 
erected  by  M Green,  and  is  still  standing  where 
originally  placed.  The  old  Bonning  house  yet  stands, 
but  is  fast  going  to  decay.  That  of  Col.  J.  Kinnebrew 
has  been  removed.  Thom.ison’s  house  yet  stands,  and 
in  place  of  the  old  log  tavern  is  the  commodious  resi- 
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dence  of  Mrs.  McCranie.  G.  T.  Winn  owns  the  hand- 
some house  erected  by  Col.  Capers,  and  IMrs.  Til-' 
linghast  Vaughn  still  lives  in  the  old  home  of  T. 
Vaughn,  Esq.  Of  the  old  settlers  Dr.  Arbindde  is  yet 
daily  seen-  on  the  streets,  if  not  away  on  professional 
duty.  T.  P.  Hamilton  and  family,  B.  D.  Harrison, 
and  the  wife,  daughter,  and  sou  of  Allen  Harris  are 
still  in  Homer.  These  are  all  that  remain  of  the  origi- 
nal settlers.  The  world  and  the  grave  have  the  rest. 

During  the  war  Homer  was  the  resting  ])lace  of 
many  refugee  families  from  the  Mississippi  bottoms. 
Here  they  congregated  with  a few  servants  and  with 
the  few  household  goods  they  could  bring  in  their  sud- 
den flight.  During  these  stirring  years,  life  in  Homer, 
though  clouded  with  doubt,  fear,  and  grief,  was  com- 
paratively lively  and  pleasant.  But  all  this  changed 
when  the  war  ceased.  The  refugee  returned  to  his 
desolate  home,  the  wearied  soldier,  poor  but  in-ave,  to 
his  impoverished  land  to  renew  the  struggle  in  behalf 
of  wife  and  children. 

Homer,  like  all  the  Southern  towns  and  villages, 
declined  during  the  war,  so  far  at  least  as  her  active 
business  life  was  concerned.  But  in  the  latter  ]>art  of 
1805,  the  soldier  citizens— that  is,  the  few  that  were 
left — having  returned  home,  and  all  having  disposed 
of  the  little  cotton  left  tliem  by  the  ravages  of  war,  and 
stimulated  by  hope  and  a determination  to  regain 
their  lost  wealth,  business  began  to  assume  wonderful 
activity.  Business  houses  opened  all  around  the  pub- 
lic square;  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  liquors  were  on 
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sale  at  every  lioiise;  the  huu<;Ty  and  the  indeed, 
T(‘iiardlessjd'  tln^  v iir  ])jiees  tlieii  jaevailin,!;-,  bon^ld 
without  stint,  and  pr<>s])ority  seianed  to  smile  on  all  the 
land.  r»nt  the  black  sohiiery,  camped  romid  about, 
and  the  otUcial  insohmc(‘  that  for  months  predomina- 
ted, was  not  calculated  to  insure  haianony  and  ^ood 
will.  The  ])oor  nc^ro,  bewildmed  by  his  sudden 
(‘inamujiation,  thoiiiiht  that  an  enchanbal  lift*  was  be- 
fore him,  and  all  he  had  to  do  ^\as  to  reach  out  his 
hand  to  be  helped  from  the  b<mnty  of  the  .general  ^ov- 
t*rnment.  Eating-,  fithllin^,  tlancin^-,  and  visitiii.i*-  was 
the  oidy  life  tor  him  f he  abjured  all  regular  work,  and 
])lungt*d  into  ])olitics,  ])arad(*s.  and  }>rocessions;  hags, 
drums  and  serenading  tiddlcs  wert*  to  bt*  seen  and 
heard  in  the  strt*t*ts  of  Homer  tor  many  months,  lint 
this  illusion,  turuK)il  and  chaos  gradually  passt*da\vay. 
Strong  houses  sjuang  up,  and  business  began  to  as- 
sume form  and  sha[)c.  At  tlic  southeast  t'orner  of  the 
imblic  square  was  Win.  11.  Maxey,  ami  on  the  extreme 
southwest  corner,  Jfunston  Dansby.  Kearns  & 
Clegg  were  at  the  northwest  corner.  Ketween  these 
points  W(*re  many  houses  of  less  nob*,  but  all  a])])eared 
to  do  a lively  and  successful  business.  Repeated 
failui(*s  of  crot)s,  howcvt*r,  bnmgiit  about  disaster,  and 
house  aftt*r  house  laih*d  or  (!losc<l.  flonathan  Ferguson 
assumed  e<mtn)l  ot  the  ohl  IManter's  House  and  did  a 
thriving  business  for  a number  of  years.  In  time  Hill 
McCi’anie  dissolved  eo  ])artm*rshij)  and  sold  their 
brick  house  t<»  Olts  »S:  Harrow;  but  ^IcCranit*,  too  full 
of  business  to  stop  work,  erected  a s])acious  and  hainb 
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some  wooden  stove  on  the  northwest  <mrnei%  wlnne 
prosperity  seemed  to  bh*ss  every  ventim*  lie  innde. 
The  bnsim‘S8  of  Dnnston  ^S:  Dansby  was  eiosed,  owing 
to  the  dimth  of  tln‘  former,  and  their  tine  briek  l»onse. 
was  disposed  of  toJ.  C.  Jiiaekman  and  Ilngh  Taylor, 
'.good  Uncle  Jlngh,)  w hieli  iirm,  l‘or  some  yi'ais.  did  a 
tine  business.  On  the  death  of  IJncile  Hugh  tlnMirm 
closed  and  the  business  went  into  the  hands  of  (lt‘org(‘ 
Taylor  and  H.  C.  Miti'liell,  who  <lid  a tine  business 
until  biirneil  out  in  April,  1871.  G.  G.  Gill  did  a good 
business  at  the  corma-  stori^  now  occu])ied  by  W.  G. 
Taylor,  lleains  & Clegg  having  (closed  out  their  busi- 
ness, the  old  t'aper’s  House,  when*  so  much  business 
had  been  done,  now  became  vacant. 

Notwith standing  the  trials  of  the  war,  and  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  i)olitieal  change's  whicli  fol- 
lowed, Homer  became  one  of  the  most  ])ros[)erous 
towns  in  ^sorth  Louisiana.  Agiicultnre  was  yielding 
good  crops,*  the  fr«*ed man  was  working  bettca  , his  po- 
litical career  was  about  emled,  and  neixvssity  Inul 
taught  him  that  to  live  he  must  work.  Tin*  schools 
of  the  town  were  in  a nourishing  (*ondition,  the  rude- 
and  bad  element  that  had  congregated  about  the  ])lace 
had  mostly  disap}H*art‘d,  r(*1inement  and  the  ri*ligions 
element  had  r(*snm(*d  sway,  and  peace  and  ])rosperiry 
*'’ere  promising  to  bless  the  town,  when  at  about  '2 
o'v'loe-k,  a.  m.,  on  tin*  lAM  J>(*c(*mber.  lS7b,  tin*  lire  bells 
1‘ang  out,  and  the  starth'd  citiz(*ns  w(*re  aroused  from 
their  slumbers  to  s(*(*  sniokt*  and  llann*  rising  high 
above  their  dwellings  and  stores.  This  tire  originated 
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at  the  south  end  of  tlie  side  of  the  square,  spread 
north,  and  turned  east,  cousuiniii"  entirely  the  west 
and  north  side  of  the  square ; and  liad  not  the  walls 
of  the  IVIcOranie  two-story  buildiiif;  at  the  east  end  of 
the  north  side  of  the  square,  been  so  firm  and  solid  as 
to  confine  the  fiames  within  its  walls,  the  entire  town 
would  ha\e  been  consumed,  for  when  the  flames 
reached  this  building,  the  w ind  turned  south.  By  a 
mighty  ettbrt  the  flames  w^ere  here  staid,  and  the  east 
and  w^est  sides  of  town  saved.  To  add  to  the  misery 
of  the  situation  there  commeneed,  on  'the  night 
of  the  2fith  of  December,  the  heaviest  snow 
storm  on  record  in  this  portion  of  the  country.  When 
morning  came  the  peo]fle  Avere  astonished  and  bewild- 
ered. The  snow  was  tw'o  feet  deep  on  a level,  and 
continued  to  fall  all  of  the  27th  and  to  the  28th.  Many 
sheds,  barns,  churches,  and  other  buildings  through- 
out tUe  country  fell  beneath  the  pressure.  Tlie  Homer 
Methodist  Churcii,  wTiieh  had  just  been  repaired  and 
furnished,  w^as  crushed  down.  The  roads  became  im- 
passable, so  that  communication  with  the  lumber 
mills  w^as  cut  off.  Every  shanty  that  could  give  shel- 
ter was  sought.  Things  indeed  looked  gloomy. 

The  loss  by  the  fire  was  many  thousands  of  dollars, 
and  Homer  w as  thought  to  be  dead.  Her  people  wx're 
indeed  cast  dow  n,  as  who  would  not  have  been  after 
such  heavy  and  re]>eated  misfortunes?  But  their 
native  energy  and  pluck  soon  rallied  them.  In  tw^elve 
months  A.  ^IcCranie  had  erected  a splendid  fire-proof 
brick  building  in  place  of  the.  wooden  structure  con- 
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sumed.  W.  J.  Barrow  did  tlie  same  on  his  corner, 
aud  G.  G.  Gill  bought  the  old  Caper’s  lot  and  built  his 
tine  brick  store.  So  the  tire  x>i‘cved  a blessing  to  the 
tov/n,  inasmuch  as  it  secured  in  the  places  of  the 
wooden  structures  three  line  brick  buildings,  so 
spacious  and  imposing  that  they  would  be  creditable 
even  to  a city.  The  other  parts  of  the  burnt  district 
were  also  soon  rebuilt.  The  old  landmarks  on  the 
north  and  west  sides  of  the  square  are  gone,  but 
Homer  is  all  the  better  looking  for  the  change.  . 

The  population  of  Homer  is  about  1,000.  There  are 
yet  in  operation  ten  establishments  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising.  There  are  also  two  drug  stores, 
two  hotels,  two  livery  stables,  two  blacksmith  aud 
wood  shops,  two  newspapers  and  job  otlices,  one  shoe- 
maker, two  steam  gins,  and  two  steam  grist  mills. 
There  are  seven  attorneys  and  four  practicing  physi- 
cians. The  place  has  eight  public  roads  leading  from 
it,  one  hack  line  connecting  it  daily  with  the  Y.  S.  & 
P.  K.  R.,  and  is  the  terminus  of  ten  mail  routes.  It  is 
blessed  with  one  Methodist,  one  Baptist,  and  one 
Presbyterian  church.  The  iiostoilice  is  a money  order 
office,  aud  issues,  on  an  average,  orders  to  the  amount 
of  $75,000  a year.  Mr.  D.  W.  Harris,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, has  been  in  charge  of  the  office  about  fourteen 
years. 
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CHAPTER  XI 1. 


HISTOKY  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
SOUTH,  IN  CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 


By  lievs,  t/ohn  A.  Millrr  and  J.  \V.  WedUnl. 

Ill  1805,  shortly  attor  the  imrchase  of  Louisiana, 
Methodistisiii  was  introduced  into  the  State.  Rishop 
Asbury  sent  Elisha  W.  Bowman,  a youn^  Kentuckian, 
to  break  ground  here  as  the  tirst  missionary.  He  had 
seen  service  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  was  iiious 
and  courageous,  and  tackleil  bravely  the  dithculri(*s 
of  his  new  situation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  he  re- 
ported to  his  Conference  a gain  of  seventeen  members. 

The  next  year  Bowman  was  sent  to  the  Ouachita 
Mission.  Its  boundaries  embraced  all  the  territory 
north  and  east  of  the  Red  River  to  the  Arkansas  line. 
Thus,  while  Thomas  N.  Lasley  had  been  appointed  to 
continue  the  cultivatiou  of  the  mission  held  in  South 
Louisiana,  Bowman  wasto  iutroduce  Methodistism  into 
the  hill  country  of  the  State.  Of  course  the  sparse 
settlements  vere  si^attered  widely  apart  through  this 
vast  region,  and  tlie  labors  of  the  missiouary  w(‘i*<‘ 
necessarily  arduous,  lie  succeeded  iu  organizing  a 
circuit,  and  it  contiuiu^d  to  b(‘.  supj)lied  by  ministers 
from  the  Mississippi  ConfermuH*  from  year  to  year,  till 
the  Louisiana  ('onl'erence  was  organized. 

in  these  early  years  Louisiana  was  included  in  the 
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Mississippi  Conference,  which  embraced  all  the  terri- 
tory included  in  the  three  States  of  Alabama,  Missis- 
sippi and  Louisiana.  Bowman  and  Lasley  were  fol- 
lowed successively  by  James  xVxley,  John  Henninger, 
and  John  S.  Ford  ; but  so  slight  had  been  their  suc- 
< ess,  that  at  the  end  of  lS2d  all  tlie  Methodistism  in 
Louisiana  was  represented  by  SO  white  members  and 
10  colored.  In  1810  the  State  was  still  occui)ied  by 
only  two  i)reachers,  and  they  report  to  Conference  130 
white  members  and  32  colored.  But  by  conversion 
and  immigration,  and  the  zeal  of  godly  local  i>reachers, 
us  well  as  the  gradually  increasing  supply  of  itine- 
rants, the  prosi>ects  began  to  brighten,  and  in  1846 
took  place  the  organization  of  the  Louisiana  Con- 
1‘erence.  Henceforth,  general  i)rosperity  attended 
Methodistism  in  the  State,  till  1800,  when  it  numbered 
in  travelling  preachers,  89;  white  members,  10,222; 
colored  members,  7,489. 

Some  of  our  older  citizens  remember  till  yet  the  Rev. 
^Villiam  Stephenson,  (‘JJncle  Billy,”  as  he  was  called,) 
'vho  is  generally  regarded  as  the  father  of  Methodist- 
in  this  parish.  lie  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and 
tliough  forty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  became  a 
biivelling  preacher,  he  yet  gave  thirty  nine  years  of 
•Host  valuable  service  to  the  Church.  He  itinerate<l 
b‘(un  Missouri,  through  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  to 
^oxas.  He  was  presiding  ehhw  on  tlu‘.  Louisiana  J)is- 
biet  from  1829  to  1833.  He  was  j)articularly  identilied 
"ith  the  early  progress  of  the  Church  lu‘re  in  Clai- 
Loriie  Parish.  Here  he  lived  for  many  years  before  his 
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death,  which  occurred  about  1853,  aud  brought  up  his  < 
family.  He  was  a man  of  great  purity  of  character, 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  for  that  day,  and  a very  s 
popular  iweacher.  A sou  of  his,  James  P.  Stepheusou,  ' 
was  also  a preacher,  and  did  valuable  service,  both  as 
a travelling  aud  as  a local  preacher.  | 

It  is  diflicult  from  the  data  which  this  scribe  has  in  J 
hand,  to  ascertain  dehnitely  the  points  at  which  aud 
the  times  when  the  earliest  organizations  of  Method-  . 
istism  took  place  in  this  parish.  - \ 

Perhaps  the  earbest  Methodist  Church  organized 
within  what  are  now  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  was  in  , 
the  Hood  settlement,  in  1827.  John  Buridiam,  (father 
of  John  S.  Burnham),  was  class  leader.  For  a number 
of  years  this  seemed  to  be  the  leading  Methodist  com 
muiiity,  whence  radiated  the  influences  that  gave 
Methodistism  existence  in  dittereut  parts  of  the  parisli.  . 

In  1830  a church  was  organized  at  Ashbrook’s  school 
house,  near  the  present  site  of  Athens,  William  Asli 
brooks,  class  leader.  It  is  supposed  that  other  organi 
zatious  existed  in  the  parish  as  early  as  this,  but  the  ; 

‘ ^ I 

facts  are  not  easily  gotten  at.  | 

About  1845  a log  school  house  was  built  near  the 
residence  of  Major  Dyer,  six  miles  east  of  where 
Homer  was  afterwards  located.  Here  shortly  after  , 
wards  was  organized  the  lirst  church  of  that  neighbor- 
hood. In  a few  years  the  membership  became  strou? 
enough  to  build  them  a house,  and  a commodiom' 
frame  structure,  John  C.  Blmdcman,  contractor,  wa^ 
built  a mile  or  so  to  the  north,  aud  long  known  as  the 
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Forest  Grove  Church.  In  18h6  this  building  was 
taken  down  and  removed  to  the  new  town  of  Arizona, 
a collide  of  miles  to  tlie  south,  wliich  Imd  just  sprung 
up  as  a inanufiietiiring  town.  The  old  building  has 
been  recently  substituted  by  a new  one,  and  one  which 
is  very  creditable  to  the  enterprise  and  liberality  of 
the  membership. 

The  church  at  Lisbon  was  organized  in  April,  1849, 
at  the  house  of  Thos.  B.  AYafer,  one  and  a half  miles 
from  the  present  site  of  Lisbon.  There  are  now  at 
Lisbon  of  the  survivors  of  the  original  organization, 
only  Jas.  McClendon  and  his  wife,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Cook. 
The  membership  there  now  are  worshipping  in  their 
third  house,  which  was  built  several  years  ago,  but 
has  recently  been  put  in  neat  repair.  Methodistism  in 
this  community  has  had  a steady  and  vigorous  growth. 
Along  through  its  history  some  of  the  most  sterling 
men  of  the  parish  have  composed  a part  of  its  mem- 
bership, and  the  influences  which  have  gone  out  from 
this  religious  center  have  resulted  in  untold  blessiT'gs 
upon  the  material,  educational,  and  moral  welfare  of 
the  community. 

Somewhere  about  this  time  Methodistism  must  have 
taken  root  in  the  towns  of  Homer  and  Mimleii  (Mindeii 
'vas  at  that  time  in  Claiborne  Parish).  It  is  said  the 
^‘hiirch  was  first  organized  in  Homer  in  a log  school 
house  which  stood  near  the  present  site  of  DormaiFs 
blacksmith  shop. 

The  first  church  built  in  Homer  stood  Just  in  the 
tear  of  the  present  building,  facing  to  the  south.  For 
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many  years  the  flock  assembled  here  to  receive  the  |i 
word.  Then  the  bi^‘  snow  of  the  winter  of  187()  came 
and  crushed  it  in.  This  ^;ave  us  the  present  handsome  | : 
building',  ]Methodistism  must  have  begun  in  Mindeu  a fj 
a few  years  previous  to  its  beginning  in  Homer.  The  | ’ 
present  building  there  dates  back  at  least  near  forty  i ^ 
years,  albeit  it  has  undergone  repairs  and  eidarge-  j 
ment.  The  church  in  Mindeu  in  that  early  day  was  : 
represented  by  such  families  as  the  Shields,  Lackey.  1. 
Harlys,  Kennons,  and  Hrakes,  the  decendants  of  i , 
whom  are  still  prominent  members  of  the  community.  ^ ; 

Haynesville  Church  was  organized  under  a brush  | i 
arbor.  Mt.  Zion  in  a log  school  house.  The  same  f ] 

^ t 

beginning  had  - the  Colquit  Chureli.  The  dates  at  ; ] 
which  these  organizations  took  j)lac('  lias  not  been  t * 
obtained.  At  these  different  points  now  there  are  | ; 
commodious  houses  of  worship,  and  in  these  neigh-  | 
borhoods  there  are  manv  of  the  leading  citizens  of  I : 
the  parish  holding  membership  at  them.  i\It.  Zion  | j 
has  for  many  years  been  noted  for  its  (himp  Ground,  J , 
where  annually  “the  tribes  go  up  to  worship.”  It  | 
also  has  a very  creditable  new  house  of  worship.  1 
The  very  liberal  liosi)itality  of  these  brethern  is  ; • 
widely  noted,  esiiecially  at  the  cani[)  imading  seasons.  ; : 

Siimmerfield  .Methodistism  had  it  srisc‘ in  the  Coriii  ; 
Blulf  neighborhood  about  the  year  IcS  l.").  Kev.  B.  J.  \ 
Hamilton,  a local  jiri'acher,  lived  there  at  that  time.  ' 
and  su])ervised  th(‘  growth  of  the  young  dock. 
Among  its  lirst  imnubers  were  found  such  men  as 
Colonel  Tom  tSmith,  Charley  Thompson,  and  Anderson 

I i 
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Orr.  That  early  church  has  its  success(»r  and  repre- 
sentative now  in  the  present  membership  of  Snmmer- 
liekl,  who  love  their  own  house  and  are  or^anizt‘d  in 
the  various  dapartments  of  church  work. 

The  Alabama  chuich,  dates  back  to  about  184(J. 
There  liveil  in  that  day  in  a little  isolated  settlement 
oil  the  ^liddle  Fork  such  representative  men  as  W.  B. 
Xicholson,  Skinner  and  (Quincy  Borinji’.  At  tirst  the 
Methodist  itinerant  in  his  rounds  would  call  the 
taniilies  together,  and  worship  in  a private  house, 
sometimes  in  one  and  then  in  another.  Then  a small 
log  house  was  built,  and  here  the  settlers  nn*t  trom 
time  to  time  to  worship.  In  a few  .years  other 
Alabamians  came  out  ; the  Hai{)(*rs.  Kidds,  and  Dr. 
Baskell.  Then  they  tixed  u])on  a more  < entral 
location,  built  a church,  and  called  it  Alabama. 

The  church  at  Tulip  is  the  tiual  development  of  a 
series  of  organizations  that  went  before  it.  In  the 
year  1847  or  1848,  William  McCiu‘  settled  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the'  Dansby  Flace,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  a few  others,  built  a log  house  in  which 
Was  organized  a small  membership.  As  others  began 
to  move  into  the  neighborhood.  Kev.  das.  Watson, 
dosiah  Watts,  M.  Kennebrew,  William  Olivt‘r,  and 
others,  in  order  to  have  the  church  more  centrally 
located,  it  was  tak(‘ii  down  and  mov(‘<l  two  miles 
hirther  south.  It  then*  took  the  naim*,  Walnut  (Irovi*. 
About  1855,  a large  frame  building  was  en*ctt‘d  about 
loilf  a mile  east  to  take  the  i)lace  of  the  log  house, 
niid  to  it  was  ;;iven  the  name  of  Bisgah.  Here  a 
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strong  membership  and  an  intiiiential  people  worship- 
ped till  1872,  wlieii  the  membership  was  divided  for 
convenienee,  i>art  going  to  unite  with  the  Homer 
Church,  while  the  other  part  built  a new' house  at  a 
cost  of  81,500  at  Tulip.  This  is  now  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  centres  of  ]Methodistisin  in  the  parish.  ] 

The  Athens  church  doubtless  dates  bnck  to  the 
Ashbrooks  organizations.  At  first  preaching  places 
were  in  the  neighborhood,  and  finally  a church  was 
built  in  town.  It  has  undergone  repairs  of  late  years, 
and  is  now  quite  a neat  and  creditable  building. 

There  are  several  other  churches  in  the  parish,  as 
Whitehall,  Salem,  Salem,  Mascedonia,  Harmony 
Chapel,  all  of  which  are  living  and  active  organ 
izatious,  regularly  supplied  with  pastors,  but  the 
special  facts  of  their  history  are  not  known  to  this 
writer. 

One  of  the  imnortaiit  agencies  in  the  development 
of  Methodistism  in  this  parish,  not  to  be  overlooked,  is  , | 
Camp  3IeeUngs.  They  very  early  came  into  play  as  a 
factor  ill  the  struggles  of  the  Church  in  this  parish.  | j 
Carnj)  meetings,  like  Methodistism  itself,  were  born  out  ! j 
of  the  exigencies  of  the  times.  The  zeal  of  the  early  ^ i 
itinerants,  which  kindled  a like  zeal  in  the  settlers,  • 
constrained  them  to  provide  extraordinary  means  in  * • 
giving  the  Gospel  to  the  masses.  Preaching  places  | 
were  too  few  and  the  houses  too  small  to  accommodate  ? 
large  numbers  of  people.  This  dilUculty  could  be  . 
overcome  only  by  establishing  centrally  locateil 
camps  where  there  was  good  water  supply,  ami  , 
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erecting  there  a large  tabernacle,  covered  either  with 
boards  or  brush,  sulhcient  in  capacity  to  shelter  the 
throngs  who  would  repair  there  to  hear  the  singing 
notes  of  a free  gospel.  A generous  and  free  hos])ital- 
ity  was  furnished  always  by  the  “ tenters,  ” and  no 
doubt  many  came  for  the  ^‘loaves  and  fishes.”  But 
fven  these  fellows  of  the  baser  sort  ” were  welcomed, 
so  long  as  their  behavior  was  tolerable,  in  the  hope 
tiiat  even  they  might  become  stricken  by  some  gospel 
arrow.  And  such  often  proved  the  case.  ]V[aiiy  who 
went  only  for  fun  and  ridicule,  came  away  witli  very 
different  emotions.  And  some  wlio  proved  to  be  most 
useful  members  of  the  Church,  were  converted  out  of 
this  class  at  the  camp  meetings. 

The  first  camp  ground  that  was  established  in  the 
i>arish,  was  near  where  Athens  now  stands,  and  dates 
hack  as  early  as  1832.  It  was  the  Ashbrooks  camp 
irrouud,  'VYilliam  Ashbrooks  and  John  Burnham 
being  the  principal  founders.  About  1838,  a camp 
;?round  was  also  established  in  the  Burnham  neigh- 
hourhood.  It  was  here  that  John  Pipes  was  con- 
verted. He  is  now  one  of  the  ohlest  and  most 
fespected  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  and 
the  only  survivor  of  those  who  were  enrolled  as 
•uembers  at  its  organization  in  ISIG.  About  the 
■''ame  time,  Price’s  cam])  ground  ( grandfather  of  Capt. 
niomas  Price)  was  located  near  where  Nathan  Brown 
uow  lives.  About  1851,  camp  meetings  also  began  to 
he  held  in  the  Alabama  m'ighborhood.  A tlourish- 
‘ug  camp  ground  was  established  about  1858,  some 
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ei|2:ht  miles  north  of  .Aliiiden,  called  Gold  Springs.  [ 
Its  existence  was  tc'rniinated  by  the  adverse  circum-  | 
stances  of  the  war.  Since  the  war  new  camp  groniuls  i 
liave  been  built  at  a few  different  points  in  the  parish.  ^ 
but  they  have  not  been  so  popular  as  wlien  churches  \ 
were  fewer  and  less  comiuodions,  and  s(*ttlenieiits 
more  scattered.  The  only  one  at  wliich  meetings  are 
held  now  is  the  Tit.  Zion,  seven  miles  iK»rth  of  Jlomer,  ( 
Methodistism  has  always  identified  itself  with  the 
cause  of  education.  Its  own  colleges  ami  universities  f 
increase  with  the  increase  of  its  population.-  Through  ; 
the  influence  and  enteri^rise  of  such  men  as  K.  Randle’  ^ 
J.  C.  Blackman,  and  Jos.  T.  Wafer,  Claiborne  parish  \ ' 
Methoditsism  founded  for  itself  an  educational  iiistitu-  J 
tion.  In  1855  the  State  Legislature  passed  an  act  , 
chartering  the  Homer  Male  College,  under  the  super-  ^ 
vision  of  a board  of  trustees  appointed  by  the  ; 
Louisiana  Annual  ('onference.  In  the  following  vein  ^ 

*■  i 

the  corner  stone  of  the  College  building  was  laid.  [ ; 
The  site  was  well  chosen,  the  location  healthful ; and  - 
the  massive  brick  building  stands  there  to  day  on  an  | . 
elevation  over-looking  the  town  of  Homer.  A large  i 
uumber  of  the  first  men  of  Nortli  Louisiana,  composed  : 
its  original  board  of  trustees.  The  College  was  \ 
formally  opened  in  1851).  Rev.  Baxter  Clegg,  was  its  ; 
first  president.  He  was  assisted  by  ,1.  W.  Stacy,  I'rof.  | 
of  Languages,  and  J.  B.  Cutter,  Brof  of  Mathematics. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Sliea,  became  president  in  18()0.  Owing  fe 
embarrassimmts  in  (lonsecpiemai  of  the  civil  war. 
C'ollege  exercises  were  suspended  for  a number  of 


CL  AT  BORNE  PARISH. 


125 


years.  In  18G9,  llev.  II.  T.  Lewis,  assisted  by  Professors 
Borden  and  Wills,  took  eliar|;ie.  Pew  Jas.  E.  Cobb, 
became  president  in  1870.  lie  was  avssisted  by 
Professors  A.  C.  Callioun,  d.  W.  Nicholson,  and  IL  M. 
Corry.  During’  the  two  years  of  his  admiiristration 
the  College  had  <piite  a njvival  of  prosperity.  The 
Conference  had  appointed  P(‘-v.  T.  J.  Upton,  as  its 
agent.  He  made  a vigorous  canvas  in  Ixdialf  of  the 
College,  and  obtained  for  it.  in  addition  to  increased 
facilities  in  the  way  of  library  and  aj)X)aratiis,  over 
840,000  in  endorsement  notes,  tlie  interest  accruing 
alone  to  be  used  in  defraying  running  ex])enses.  But 
owing  to  the  unsettled  and  uiiprosperous  condition  of 
the  country  generally,  it  was  found  diOicult  to  ('ollect 
the  interest,  and  the  Conference  haviiig  advised  the 
Board  of  Trustees  against  legal  nietliods  of  collection, 
the ‘College  was  left  without  support,  and  began  again 
to  decline. 

During  the  xuniod  from  1878  to  1877,  the  College 
had  as  many  as  four  succ(\ssive  jnesidents:  Pev.  d. 
Lane  Borden,  Pev^  Baxter  Clegg,  ( s(‘cond  term, ) Di*. 
T.  B.  Gordon,  and  It.  A.  Smith.  In  1878,  the  College 
was  sold  for  de!>t. 

Although  Homer  Colhgi*  had  a briijf  and  troubled 
existence, yet  it  was  not  altogetlu'r  an  unfruitful  <‘xist- 
ence.  It  has  no  doubt  yielded  soiiiethiug  towards  ideva- 
ting  the  moral  tone  of  th(‘  community;  its  sihuit  (‘xist- 
ence  has  been  lik(‘  a linger  board,  suggesting  to  young 
men  tlie  road  to  an  honorable  lile;  and  besides  these 
•mlirect  iidliiences,  many  young  men  all  over  the  State? 
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now  in  honorable  callings  in  life,  hold  from  this 
institution  their  only  passport  into  educated  circles. 

This  sketch  would  not  be  complete  without  further 
allusion  to  t\\o>  i)ersonnd  of  the  Church  in  this  parish. 
Did  space  permit,  many  incidents  and  i)ersonal  remi- 
nicenses  of  an  entertaining  character  might  be  given. 
But,  as  it  is,  very  little  more  than  a mere  catalogue  of 
names,  dates,  etc,  can  be  given. 

Perhaps  no  two  preachers  in  any  era  of  Claiborne 
Parish  history  more  impressed  themselves  upon  their 
times  than  did  Richmond  Kandle,  and  Joel  Saunders. 
They  labored  as  contemporaries  here  from  as  early  as 
1838.  Kandle  was  more  eccentric,  more  regular,  and 
perhaps  more  profound  as  a thinker,  and  unyielding  in 
conviction,  than  was  Saunders.  lie  was  given  to 
moods,  and  was  sometimes  very  uninteresting  as  a 
speaker.  And  then  again  his  oratory  was  like  a 
tempest,  and  bore  down  every  thing  before  it.  He 
was  a leading  spirit  in  the  early  history  of  the  Church 
in  the  State,  was  thoroughly  loyal,  given  to  much  self 
sacrifice,  and  undaunted  in  the  face  of  danger.  He 
died  in  Kentucky,  where  he  had  gone  as  a chaplain  in 
the  army.  Joel  Saunders,  was  likewise  a man  of  good 
influence.  As  a preacher,  he  was  more  on  the  pathetic 
order,  and  at  times  rose  to  the  height  of  great  power 
in  the  pulpit.  He  died  in  Texas,  August  1st.  1883. 

In  those  early  days,  Claiborne  Barish  embraced  two 
circuits,  the  D’xVrbonne  and  the  Mimhm.  In  1810, 
DbVrbonne  Circuit  was  served  by  D.  S.  AVatkins.  He 
also  preached  in  the  parish  in  1850.  In  1850,  K.  M* 
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Crowson,  was  sent  to  Claiborne.  He  left  the  savor  of 
a good  name,  and  is  kindly  remembered  to  day  by  the 
old  settlers.  He  recently  died  at  his  home  in  Sparta, 
at  a ripe  old  age.  John  Pipes  was  sent  into  Claiborne 
by  the  Conference  in  1855.  Honorable  mention  has 
already  been  made  of  his  name.  In  1857,  Benjamin 
Stezall,  was  here  as  preacher  in  charge.  The  two 
following  years  D.  P.  Cullen,  preached  in  Claiborne. 
In  1860,  C.  W.  Hodge.  He  is  still  a member  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  and  is  serving  a charge  in 
Webster  Parish  this  year.  T.  H.  McClendon,  was 
here  in  1861.  He  is  a brother  of  our  fellow  parishioner, 
Jas.  McClendon,  and  has  for  many  years,  been  a 
faithful  and  esteemed  member  of  the  Conference.  In 
1862,  we  had  a Brother  Bolt,  as  a x>teacher  in  the 
parish.  His  history  is  unknown  to  this  writer.  The 
two  following  years  W.  I).  Slayton,  served  here.  He 
was  a man  of  strong  individuality,  and  did  many 
years  of  service  in  the  Conference.  He  died  at 
Coushatta,  a few  years  ago.  In  1865,  we  had  P.  ]\I. 
Goodwyn.  He  has  been  dead  several  years.  His 
Brother  E.  Goodwyn,  also  served  in  tlie  Minden 
j portion  of  the  ]>arish  several  years  previous  to  this, 

i He  is  now  a i))ea(;her  of  good  standing  in  Texas,  and 

I a brother-inlaw  to  one  of  tlie  last  known  Methodist 
ministers  we  i ver  had  in  this  parish,  the  Bev.  N.  A. 
Crave?is,  who  is  also  in  Texas  now.  Cravens  tirst 
came  to  the  parisli  about  18(51,  and  left  the  State  for 
Texas  in  1871,  having  given  near  ten  years  of  service 
to  the  Church  in  the  i)arish.  He  was  here  during  a 
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part  of  the  war  aial  re(‘oustrii<*ti()ii  ])eriod,  a time  tliat 
tried  men’s  souls,  and  sliowed  what  maimei*  of  stuff 
tliey  were  made  of.  Cravens  was  ecpial  to  the  emer- 
gencies of  the  times,  and  made  for  himsifff '(piite  a 
name,  both  as  a citizen  and  a minister  ot'  tluj  Cos]h^]. 
llis  was  eminently  a social  teni[)eram(mt,  and  his  tine 
conversational  powers,  griait  bind  of  anecdote,  and 
general  good  humor,  inadi'  his  company  much  r(‘lished 
by  all  classes,  lie  was  a good  Judge  of  liuman  nature, 
and  this  coupled  with  his  fluency  of  speech,  logical 
skill,  ajid  imaginative  force,  nuKte  him  always  popular 
and  instructive,  and  often  ovcr]>owering  iji  his  puipit 
efforts.  He  ha<l  a way,  when  about  to  say  something 
very  forcible,  of  letting  down  one  side  of  his  mouth 
and  driving  liis  words  eloipiently  through  the  other, 
which  pro\'oked  a wag  to  say  that  *•  if  Brother 
Cravens  could  preach  as  well  out  of  one  side  of  his 
mouth  as  he  did  out  of  the  other,  he  would  be  the  best 
preacher  of  the  age.  " He  will  long  be  remembered  as 
one  of  the  greatest  revivalists  that  Claiborne  L’arish 
ever  had. 

The  Alexander  brothers,  1\  L.  Henderson,  Juo.  T. 
Truslow,  \V.  C.  liaislip,  all  labored  here  for  short 
times  each,  but  left  tlndr  names  lionoraihy  inscribed 
in  tne  annals  of  Claiborne  Methodistism.  8.  S.  Scott, 
Samuel  Armstrong,  and  VV.  1).  Shea  were  identili<*d 
with  the  interests  of  the  Church  here  for  a miicli 
longer  term,  and  imparted  much  of  their  own  person- 
ality to  its  character.  Tiiey  all  went  to  serve  tin* 
Conferences  in  Texas  several  years  ago.  Juo.  A. 
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Miller,  cMine  liere  about  18G3,  and  lias  been  almost 
exclusiv^ely  confined  to  labors  witliin  the,  parish  ever 
since.  * In  later  years  the  I'ollowing  other  preacliers 
came  into  the  [mrish,  and  laborcMl  acceptably,  some' 
lon^^er  and  some  shorter  times  : T,  d.  U]>ton,  J.  \V. 

Medlock,  W.  1\  Kimball,  Jt.  Parvin,  d.  M.  Me,Kee,  J. 
H.  Cobb,  d.  11.  Stone,  d.  A.  Parker,  11.  T.  Parish, 
Will.  Hart,  Baxter  Cleg^»,  d.'L.  1*.  Slieppard,  d.  M. 
Davies. 

Claiborne  Parish  Methodism  has  also  been  indebted 
(luring*  its  history  to  the  labors  of  a number  of  faithful 
local  preachers.  Among  them  may  be  me,n tinned  das. 
T.  Wopes,  Jno.  E.  Blackman,  h]phraim  Pennington, 
I>.  J.  Hamilton,  d.  B.  Langston,  Win.  Darned,  Dr. 
Caskill,  ( who  is  now  itinerating  in  Texas. ) Jesse 
Cinn,  J.  L.  Williams,  d.  11.  Jordan,  H.  C.  Winn,  A.  J. 
Walters,  and  J.  M Clements.  As  exhorters  may  also 
he  mentioned  the  names  of  Fatum  .M.  Wafer,  Hugh 
dones,  and  Gidian  White.  And  the  names  of  many 
laymen,  both  living  and  dead,  deserve  eminently  to  be 
enrolled  upon  the  pages  of  a.  liistory  of  the  Church  in 
this  t>arish.  In  addition  to  tliose  mentioned  in  the 
earlier  pages  of  this  sketch,  may  be  given  the  names 
nf  such  representative  men  as  Joshua  AVillis,  Jonathan 
Taylor,  Young  D.  Allen,  Thos.  Hightower,  M.  S. 

I Kinabrew,  Jno.  and  Jas  Walker,  E.  O.  Christian,  Jno. 

I Wilson,  \V.  F.  Mouland,  John  I lolcomb,»I.  C.  Calaham. 
j The  Methodist  Chiircli  in  the  South  ludore  the  was 
I 1‘rovided  religious  privileg(‘s  for  rln*  colonal  people, 
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and  at  one  time  its  colored  niembcrsliip  amounted 
to  largely  over  two  Imndred  tin)usaiid.  But  the 
unfriendliness  between  the  two  races  brought  about  by 
the  war  and  reconstruction,  made*  it  nec'essary  tliat 
the  colored  membersliip  of  the  Cliurch  South,  should 
be  set  oft*  to  itself.  This  was  eftected  in  IS 70.  our 
Church  by  legislative  in'ovision  having  set  them  up  to 
housekeeping,  deeding  to  them  all  the  Churchproperty 
held  for  their  benefit,  and  ordaining  for  them  their 
first  bishops.  Since  that  time,  the  most  frieinlly 
relations  have  existed  between  the  two  Churches, 
they  afi'ectionately  acknowledging  the  White  Church 
as  their  mother,  and  ever  ready  to  seek  her  frieudly 
aid  and  guidance.  This  gave  origin  to  the  independ- 
ant  Colored  jMethodist  Cliurch  of  Claiborne.  They 
have  now  several  organizations  in  the  parish,  and  are 
pushing  forward  with  commendable  zeal  their  evang- 
elistic labors  among  their  people. 

This  sketch  may  jiroperly  be  brought  to  a close  by 
a breif  statement  of  the  present  status  of  the  Church 
as  shown  in  the  statistics  within  the  present  limits  of 
the  parish.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
following  figures  would  be  increased  several  fold  were 
cdl  the  territory  included  that  belonged  to  the  parish 
when  this  history  lirst  began.  In  Claiborne  Ihirish 
now  there  are  lour  circuits,  four  travelling  preachers, 
ten  local  preachers,  and  mendiers.  There  are  four- 
teen Sunday  Schools,  with  t>D()  sidiolars.  There  are 
twelve  Churches,  valued  at  S11,S(I0;  and  three 
parsonages  valued  at  $1,300. 
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Last  year  was  tlie  CeuteTiary  year  of  American 
Metliodism.  Collections  were  taken  every  where  in 
honor  of  the  event.  The  special  otfering-  of  Claiborne 
Parish  Methodism  for  this  object  was  81,557  15. 

Addendum.  For  the  year  1885  the  IMethodist 
Church  in  this  Parish  has  the  following-  ministe- 
rial supply:  Presiding  Flder,  J.  T.  Sawyer  (first  year); 
UoiiuT  (hreuit,  J.  W.  Medlock  (third  year);  Haynes- 
ville  Circuit,  J.  A.  Miller  (fourth  year);  Tulip  Circuit, 
J.  L.  P.  Sheppard  (first  year);  Suuimerfield  Circuit,  J. 
M.  Davies  (first  year). 


HISTORY  OF  THE  METHODIST  PROTESTANT  CHURCH 
IN  CLAIBORNE  PARISH,  LOUISIANA. 

Louisiana  Conference. 

The  First  Quarterly  Conference  ever  held  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  convened  in  the  upper  story  of  the 
residence  of  Pev.  Joseph  Burns,  in  the  Parish  of 
Claiborne,  Oct.,  22,  1842. 

The  members  composing  this  Conference  were  Rev. 
Klisha  Lott,  Presi<lent  of  the  ^lississippi  Conference, 
in  the  chair.  R(‘a^  Joso]>h  Burns,  Lo<*al  Elder;  Revs. 
William  Lee  and  William  E.  Kersey,  Local  Preachers; 
Samuel  C.  Burns  and  William  Stevenson,  Class 
Lead(‘rs.  At  this  Quarterly  Conference,  what  was 
called  Claiborne  Circuit  was  organized,  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  j\lississipi)i  Annual  Conference, 
" ith  R(^v.  E.  Fhdcher  as  Pastor. 

In  the  spring  of  A.  1).  1844,  another  Quarterly  Con- 
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fi*reiice  Avas  hold  by  Rev.  Pdislni  Lott,  at  a <*lnircli 
called  “ Seventy-Six,”  in  Claiborne  Parisli,  La. 

The  first  Louisiana  Animal  Conferouoe  was  or<i;a- 
nized  at  Annaeoca),  Vernon  Parish,  La.,  in  the  tall  of 
1845.  The  ininistorial  inembers  lUH^sent  were  Bov. 
Elias  Carroll,  President;  Revs.  H.  31.  A.  (jassada;  A. 
Rushing  5 Joseph  Burns  j AVin.  E.  Ivej  seyj  1.  Eord ; 
L.  Presley  and  Win.  lioe. 

The  denoniination  continued  to  grow  and  prosptM-  in 
Claiborne  Parish  and  throughout  tlie  State,  until  the 
disasters  of  the  late  civil  war  scattered  tlie  flock  and 
disorganized  the  Conference.  But,  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  a re-organization  was  effected  in  the  northern 
parishes  of  the  State,  and  has  continued  to  st)read 
until  a large  Annual  Contereiu'e  has  grown  uj)  in  the 
State.  And  there  are  seven  or  eight  churches  in  the 
Parish  of  Claiborne.  J.  31.  P.  ITickerson,  D.  1).,  liL.  D. 
is  the  President  of  this  Church  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana and  resides  in  the  Ikirish  of  Claiborne. 

T1u5  denomination  appears  to  In*  well  establisluMl  in 
the  State,  with  an  itinerant  and  local  ministry  in  full 
operation  and  a stea<lly  advancing  increase  of  mem- 
bership. W.  Y.  31cCain, 

Secretary  of  Conference. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 

By  N.  S.  Cojnland,  Elder  J.  />.  McFarland,  and  other 
members  of  the  denomination. 

Providence  ( Jiuridi  was  constituted  on  the  11th  of 
June,  18lio,  some  miles  south  of  where  Athens  now 
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stands,  by  James  Brinson,  Peter  Franks,  Christopher 
Koonce,  Patience  Brinson^  Barbry  AValker,  Patsy 
Brown,  and  Polly  Kooiice,  covenantin,ii‘  toi^ether  to 
meet  on  the  second  Lord’s  day  and  Saturday  before 
in  eacli  inontli,  to  attend  to  tlie  ordinances  and  otlier 
matters  pertaining'  to  the-  Lord’s  liouse. 

Li  1839  tlie  church  inovaMl  its  place  of  im^etinin'  to 
(’laiborne  Academy  iu  Athens.  Not  a j;reat  while 
after  the  church  was  moved  to  Athens,  most  of  its 
members  drew  letters  and  moved  away.  In  1833  tlie 
church  in  conferen(*e  passed  a resolution  allowinu'  its 
members  to  call  for  letters  of  dismission,  and  all  but 
three  asked  for  their  letters  and  moved  away,  and  the 
church  went  down.  In  1859  the  three  members  Avho 
veinained  in  the  community  with  some  other  jiersons 
\vho  held  letters  from  other  Baptist  church(‘s,  resolved 
to  revive  the  old  church  under  the  name  of  Newlloiie, 
and  succeeded  in  doin^’  so.  Since  the  revival  of  tln^ 
church  150  members  have  been  received.  Elders 
'lames  Brinson,  Haywood,  Altord,  John  Hill,  Arthur 
McFarland,  James  Fuller,  E.  Strickland,  Austin  llar- 
«is,  J.  F.  Henson,  J.  W.  Melton,  II.  Phillips,  J.  B.  Mc- 
I'arland,  AV.  (\  Moreland,  H.  Z.  Ardis  and  W.  F. 
b arter,  have  served  the  (Jiurch  as  pastors.  The 
' hurch  now  numbers  100  members,  and  worshijis  in  a 
'aait  village  church,  with  Elder  D.  H.  Burt  as  ]>astor. 

Not  long'  after  Provideina^  Pliurch  was  (auistitutcMl 
*'Jders  James  Brinson  and  Arthur  McFarland  consti- 
dited  a church  ni‘ar  where  Air.  John  Alurrell  now 
^'Ves,  and  called  it  Black  Lake.  In  18L*7  the  lirst 
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Baptist  Association  that  ever  assembled  in  the  parish 
was  held  in  a log  sidiool  house  on  the  late  Dr.  ^fartin^'i 
farm  near  GerinaTitown. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Mt.  Lebanon  was  constituted 
July  9,  1837^  by  Elders  IF.  Adams  and  William  Hill, 
S.  Quarles  acting  as  Secretary,  with  tin*  following 
male  members  and  their  families:  Jer<*miah  Ibirnett. 
John  Q.  Burnett,  AV.  D.  Burnett,  1^.  IL  Burnett,  11. 
Adams,  AA^illiam  Key,  Alartiii  AA^.  Key,  Samuel  (^)narles. 
William  Logan,  W.  A.  Logan,  Alartin  Canfield,  James 
Canfield,  Masion  Canfield,  1).  \V.  Canfield,  Josepli 
Canfield,  J.  AF.  Canfield,  J.  D.  Caiiheld,  Trijad  Cason. 
Reuben  Drake,  R.  IF.  Burncdt  and  Elizabeth  (libbs 
and  AFary  AValker.  Rev.  Henry  Adams  was  the  first 
j)astor  of  the  Church. 

Of  the  thirty-seven  elmrter  memlxa's  only  sixteen 
are  now  alive.  Since  the  organization  of  the  chnrcli 
250  members  have  b(‘en  baptis(‘d  into  its  communion. 
This  church  is  now  in  Bienville  Ihirish,  and  is  the  old 
est  church  in  that  parish,  has  a very  largt‘  member 
shii),  and  a large  comfortabh*  house  of  worship. 

Friendship  Church  was  constitut(al  Decmnber  2d. 
1847,  in  the  dwelling  house  of  Jani(‘s  AVjse,  about  onr 
mile  north  of  the  pre.s(‘iit  iesi(h‘nc(M)f  Hon.  AA^  V- 
Aloreland,  with  three  male  and  livt*  fVmiale  meniber>. 
Elder  R.  A.  Hargis  was  the  lirst  pastor,  and  served 
the  Church  acceptably. 

In  1850,  Elder  l>.  E.  Faiiclnu’  was  chosen  j)asforan'i 
served  the  church  om*  year. 

Elder  S.  J.  Fnlh*r  appears  as  pastor  in  Alarch,  1852. 
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aud  served  till  dul}",  w lien  lie  resigned  the  pas- 

torate of  the  church  under  the  following’  circum- 
stances: The  Ooncord  Bajitist  Association,  ot  which 
Friendship  ( 'liurcli  was  a member,  had  I'ccommended' 
the  churches  comprising  the  Association  to  adopt  total’ 
abstinence  principles  or  rules  reciuiring  their  members 
to  abstain  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
heverage.  Elder  Fuller  was  an  earnest,  active  advo- 
cate of  such  usage  in  the  church.  The  subject  of  total 
al)stinence  was  introduced  and  deferred  from  time  to 
time  till  duly,  IS.")!),  when  final  action  was  taken.  It 
being  evident  in  advance  that  the  church  would  be 
divided,  it  was  agreed  to  grant  letters  of  dismission  to 
those  falling  in  the  minority.  Upon  the  final  vote,  the 
count  stood  fifteen  in  favor  of  and  eighteen  against  the 
JJdoption  of  temperance  principles.  The  minority 
withdrew,  and  were  constituted  a church  near  llaynes- 
'ille,  on  Itechobite  total  abstinenee  principles,  and 
took  as  a name  New  Friendship.  Friendship  Church, 
oil  account  of  its  members  becoming  scattered,  and 
the  loss  of  their  house  by  tire,  and  anticipating  that  a 
number  of  its  most  prominent  members  would  attach 
themselves  to  New  Friendship,  was  dissolved  by  an 
net  of  Conference,  New  Friendship  Church  in  the 
nieantime  in  cons(‘(pience  of  the  ditferent  interpreta- 
tions of  the  rule  concerning  tin*  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  decided  that  its  members  could  make  such  us(‘ 
'd‘  spirits  in  the  bounds  of  propriety  as  in  th(‘ir  Judg- 
nient  their  nec<‘ssi(ies  riMpiiriMl  without  aiipealing  to 
n physician  or  the  church.  8oon  after  the  constitution 
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of  New  Frien<lsliip  Church,  Elder  J.  Short  accepted 
tlie  i)astorate  of  the  church,  and  served  in  that  rela- 
tion till  Noveinher,  18(J2,  when  he  resii‘iied  and  Elder 
David  Wise  was  numerically  cdiostm  j)astof  at  tlie 
urgent  reipu'st  of  Ehler  Short.  Elder  Wise  served 
one  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  Elder  L.  J.  Ford,  who 
served  the  churedi  till  his  death,  in  August,  ISOh 
Elder  C.  F.  Swiniu^y  appears  next  as  ])astor  of  Friend 
shi])  Chundi.  He  entered  upon  that  work,  January. 
18(35,  and  contiuiu'd  till  18G7,  then  after  a period  of 
about  two  years  was  again  chosen  pastor,  and  .served 
the  Church  about  two  years.  Elder  G.  (I.  Wise  be 
came  pastor  of  New  Friendship  Church,  January,  1871. 
and  served  the  church  for  one  year.  Elder  A.  Harris 
became  j)astor  of  New  Friendshij)  ('hurch,  December 
JO,  1871,  and  served  without  interruption  till  his 
death,  August  10,  1881,  a period  of  nearly  ten  year.s. 
New  Friendship  Church  at  this  time  has  125  member.s. 
who  have  a good  house  of  worship. 

A Daptist  (Jiurch  was  constituted  in  Mindeii, 
December  21),  1844,  by  Ehlers  W.  J.  Larkin  and  L.  h- 
Washburn,  with  the  following  members : Thos.  Lovel. 
Win,  Drew, Thebe  Erisel,  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  81igh.  Elder  | 

G.  W.  Gaines  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  churcli.  I 

-i  • 

Siii(;e  he  resigned,  the  following  elders  have  served  tin*  * 1 
Chni*(*h  in  tlu‘  order  they  come:  James  Buys,  A.  K-  |] 
Clemens,  H.'  L(‘e,  J.  C.  l^'oster,  J.  B.  Hartwell,  N.  T- 
Moore,  Win.  Cory  (hain,  W.  A.  Baylin,  W.  E.  Taxton*  jp 

H.  Z.  Ardis,  F.  W.  Kestly,  T.  13.  Hamdl,  W.  C.  Frilv. 

W.  H,  McGee.  The  church  miw  has  ninety  mend)cis. 
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In  January,  1842,  a church  was  organized  in  the 
iSoiitliern  part  of  tlie  parisii  with  Jo  members  ;muI 
called  Gilgal.  This  cliurch  has  had  a number  of 
pastors  under  wliose  ministry  it  has  done  well.  The 
clmrch  now  has  (>0  members,  and  a good  (diurch 
Imilding. 

In  1848  Elder  K.  A.  Hargis  and  Deacon  Kichard 
Young  constituted  Hebron  Olinrch  near  Summertield. 
Elder  K.  A.  Hargis  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church. 
The  church  has  since  been  served  by  a number  of 
pastors.  Eld.  J.  W.  Melton  is  at  present  the  acceptable 
pastor  at  the  church.  The  church  at  tliis  time  is  in  a 
laosperous  condition  and  worships  in  a good  liouse  of 
its  own. 

Antioch  Church  was  constituted  in  18.j2,  by  Elders 
‘lames  Fuller,  Seaborn  J.  Fullerand  Iveuben  Whalous. 

The  Fortson,  Lee,  Hay,  .Johnson,  ^Villianis,  Brown 
Applewhite  and  Sterling  families  Avere  represented  in 
llie  church  at  its  organization.  Elder  Seaborn  d.  Phdler 
was  chosen  pastor  December,  1852,  Avho  accepted  and 
?^erved  to  the  end  or  1855,  when  Elder  James  Fuller 
was.chosen  pastor  and  served  one  year.  Elder  H.  F. 
Eancher  now  accepted  the  ])astorate  of  the  church  and 
served  two  years  1855J),  when  P]hh‘r  A.  C.  A.  Simmons 
"as  chosen  pastor,  and  serveil  three  years ; holder  J. 
•'^hort  now  appears  as  pastor  and  served  to  the  end  of 
1804  when  Elder  W.  C.  5Ioi(‘land  was  chostm  pastor 
•'ad  served  until  the  close,  of  1870.  Elder  A.  Ilan  is  now 
0‘<)k  charges  of  tlui  church  and  ser\  ed  till  his  d(‘ath  in 
August  1881.  In  1882  Elder  D.  H.  Burt  was  chosen 
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pastor  and  still  serves  tlie  cluireh.  The  elmrch  has  47  fi 
members  and  a commodious  house  ot  woiship.  .§ 

The  chnrcli  was  oncemuch  la  r,iier  but  other  churches  |;j 
ot  the  same  taitli  and  order  sprang  U])  near  by,  and  51 
number  of  the  members  of  Antioch  CJiurch  went  into  \ 
them  as  they  were  neai-er  their  homes.  Ii 

AVe  are  unable  to  state  when  the  Homer  Baptist  l{ 
Clmrch  was  organized. 

In  September,  18d2,  the  name  of  the  church  w:is  i . 
changed  from  Ebinezer  to  Ilonier  Church.  At  that  |] 
time  S.  Harris  was  pastor  and  J.  A.  Millican  clerk,  f j 
From  this  time  till  October,  1S(»7,  the  church  liati  gj 
regular  services  when  the  membership  became  so  small  | j 
that  the  church  had  no  pastor  in  a number  of  years,  and  J | 
only  an  occasional  sermon  Avas  preached.  In  October.  ; 
1871  the  church  Avas  reorgaJiiz(Ml  ami  Elder  A.  Harri> 
chosen  pastor  ami  T.  S.  Sligh  clerk.  Elder  Harris  served  j ■ 
one  year  Avheii  Elder  H.  Z.  Ardis  Avas  chosen  ])astor  and  } : 
sexA^ed  to  the  end  of  1873.  From  this  time  till  August.  ; i 
1877,  the  church  had  no  pastor,  at  Avhich  time  Elder  d-  I i 
W.  Melton  accepted  the  xnnstorate  of  the  church  and  | 
served  two  years  during  Avhich  time  he  Avas  instrii  s 
mental  in  reviving  the  church  and  received  a nunihei  ; 
of  persons  into  its  communion,  since  that  tiirn*  tk  f 
church  has  been  in  rather  a tlourishing  condition.  Tli-  \ 
church  has  50  or  00  members  avIu)  meet  legularly  t'  | 
worship.  I 

On  the  20th  of  August  1852,  Elders  A.  Windham  and  ; 
M.  S.  McDonald  const itutml  a church  on  Bayou  Dm 
cheat  and  called  it  Union  Church.  This  church  ln»'  I 
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prospered  since  its  organization  and  nt  present  lias  37 
members. 

Pilgrims  Kest  Church  was  constituted  June  11,1853 
by  Elders  It.  F.  Fancher,  S.  T.  Fuller  ami  .I.  Q.- 
Burnett.  Here  some  00  discii>les  met  regularly  in  a 
large  frame  building  of  their  own  for  religious 
worship. 

Coal  Springs  Cdiurch  was  constituted  on  the  third 
Sabbath  in  December,  1S(>2,  by  Elders  David  Wise, 
J.  Short,  and  S.  J.  Ford.  The  Bnssy,  Obier,  Grider, 
and  Perry  families  were  represented  in  this  church  at 
its  organization.  Elder  David  Wise  served  as  pa stor 
from  the  constitution  till  1870.  Elder  J.  W.  Melton 
was  then  chosen  i)a,stor,  who  accepted,  and  still 
serves  the  church.  This  church  lias  constantly 
Hourished  since  its  organization,  and  now  has  seventy 
members,  wlio  meet  regularly  in  their  own  house  to 
bear  the  Gospel  preached.  Holly  Springs  Chur(‘h  Avas 
eonstituted  October  7,  18(55,  by  Elders  James  Fuller, 
Bphraim  Strickland,  and  J.  A.  David,  with  thirteen 
members.  Elders  J.  xV.  David,  J.  F.  Henson,  H. 
IMiillipps,  and  E.  Strickland  have  been  jiastors  of  the 
ehurch.  Elder  Henson  has  been  again  chosen  pastor 
of  the  church,  and  is  laboring  in  that  capacity  at  this 
time.  The  church  now  has  seventy-tive  members, 
who  have  siu'vices  regularly  in  their  own  house. 

Crystal  Stuings  Ch  irch  was  constituted  xsovember 
10,  1874,  by  Elders  E.  Strickland,  J.  Engrain,  and 
I’eter  Curry,  with  twenty -two  members.  EhUn-  J.  W. 
Bdison  has  been  i>astor  of  this  Church  since  its  organ- 
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izatioii,  and  under  liis  itiinistry  the  membership  has 
been  increased  to  sixty. 

Summerheld  Cliuieh  was  constituted  August  29. 
1882,  by  Elders  Daniel  Burt  and  J.  J\  Everette,  with 
thirteen  members.  Elder  Burt  was  the  first  pavStor. 
Elder  Everette  is  the  imstor  this  year. 

This  eh  111  ('ll  has  an  active  membership,  and  a neat 
church  building’.  There  was  an  organization  in 
Summerfield  Just  betbre  and  during  the  war,  which 
went  down  immediately  after  the  war. 

There  is  a large  church  at  Lisbon,  and  the  brethren 
there  have  recently  erected  an  elegant  house  of  wor- 
ship, but  we  are  unable  to  state  when  the  church  was 
organized,  or  by  whom.  There  are  quite  a number  of 
other  churches  in  the  parish,  of  which  we  are  unable  to 
give  any  account. 

There  is  a ('onsiderable  number  of  colored  Baptist 
churches  in  the  jiarish,  some  of  which  have  large 
memberships.  At  a number  of  points  they  hava^  re- 
spectable houses  of  worship,  and  take  great  interest  in 
church  affairs. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  IN  CLAIBORX'K 
PARISH,  LOUISIANA. 


By  Rev,  J.  B.  JJaris, 

The  present  reformation  in  (dairborne  Parish  com- 
menced in  about  1827.  From  the  days  of  the  W(‘sh‘ys. 
the  want  of  a ridnrn  to  the  xVpostolic  tea<?liings  ami 
practices,  had  been  deeply  felt  by  the  profoumi 
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tliinkers  of  tlie  times,  and  many  were  the  etforts  of 
learned  men  to  throw  off  the  dark  pall  of  ritualism, 
superstition  and  sensuality,  which  had  leathered  over 
the  church  in  the  dark  aj^es.  But  these  efforts  were 
productive  of  new  sects  and  creeds  only,  which  were 
held  up  to  the  world  for  its  aciceptance.  These 
human  made  creeds,  confessions  of  faith,  and 
abstracts  of  principles  only  led  to  further  divisions 
and  sub-divisions.  Heeini*’  this,  the  eyes  of  the 
thoughtful,  scanned  the  religious  horizon  for  a haven 
of  rest.  A port  which  they  might  enter  and  be  com- 
paratively safe  from  the  storm  of  sectarian  strife  and 
division.  Then  was  heard  the  immortal  words  of 
Ohillingworth.  “The  Bible  and  the  Bible  alone  is  the 
religion  of  Protestants.’’  And  from  the  i*lassi(*  hills  of 
Virginia  came  the  not  less  immortal  words  of  the 
Campbells  ; “ When  the  Bible  speaks  we  must  speak, 
but  when  the  Bible  is  silent,  we  must  be  silent”  And 
from  Kentucky’s  grassy  plains  was  heard  the  voice  of 
iStone.  He  declared  in  words  of  impassioned  eloquence, 
that  “the  Christian’s  creed  is  the  Bible;  to  none  but 
Cod  will  we  bow.”  Less  lights  sprang  up  everywhere 
and  this  doctrine  was  echoed  from  tlie  valleys  to  the 
hills,  and  from  the  hills  to  the  mountain  tops,  until  it 
reached  our  own  fair  land.  In  alxuit  1S‘J7,  Lawrence 
‘Scarborough,  began  to  preach  to  the  peo[>le  of 
Claiborne  Parish,  the  Bible;  nothing  more  or  less  as 
the  only  ruh‘  of  faith  and  practice  for  (Jhristians. 
This  doctrine  being  to  some  extmit  an  innovation,  on 
the  one  ])reached  by  the  representatives  of  his 
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brethren,  a rumor  which  followed  him  from  Mississippi 
was  made  the  basis  for  charges  against  him.  A com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter,  who 
after  a careful  investigation  of  the  case,  honorably 
acquitted  him.  But  some  of  his  brethren  were  not 
satisfied,  and  he  (Scarborough)  bidieving  his  teaching 
more  ofiensive  than  his  practice,  Avithdrew  from  the 
church  to  avoid  furtlier  trouble,  and  a number  of  his 
Baptist  brethren  withdrew  with  him. 

Scarborough  being  poor  and  living  some  distance 
from  the  brethren  of  Black  Lake  Church,  could  not 
be  with  them  often.  And  after  a time  most  of  the 
brethren  who  withdrew  with  him  went  back  to  the 
Bajitist  Church.  Tliis  movement  not  being  contem- 
plated things  remained  for  sometime  in  rather  a 
chaotic  state.  But  Scarborough  aftmwards  moved 
into  Claiborne  Parish,  and  John  Murrell  (father  of 
Isaac  Murrell,  deceased,  and  John  .Murrell  now  living 
seven  miles  west  of  Homer),  built  a church  near  his 
own  residence,  and  in  this  house,  about  1840,  the  con- 
gregation met  in  their  own  church,  and  commemorated 
the  death  and  sulferings  of  Christ.  As  disciples  or 
Christians,  they  discarded  all  unscriptural  names  and 
practices  and  took  as  a motto  tlie  Avords  of  Chilling 
worth,  Campbell  and  Stom*,  “the  word  of  Cod  as  a 
lamp  to  our  feet  in  the  patliAvay  of  life,’’  otfering  to 
meet  and  unite  Avith  any  and  all  on  tliis,  the  one  and 
the  only  foundation  for  the  universal  union  of  the 
children  of  Cod.  .Many  ugly  and  oJlensive  names  were 
applied  to  us  then,  as  now,  but  we  relied  on  the  prom- 
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isos  of  God,  and  oared  for  none  of  those  things,  A few 
years  after  the  erection  of  this  church,  Scarborough 
])assed  to  his  reward,  leaving  a band  of  Christians 
numbering  about  sixty  around  this  (*hurch,  and  a con- 
si<lerable  numb(‘r  in  tlie  northeast  corner  of  the  par- 
ish, near  the  State  line.  He  was  full  of  days  and  good 
works,  and  has  gone  to  his  reward.  oh n Scarborough, 
son  of  laiwrence  Scnrbrongh,  who  had  prenched  some 
previous  to  his  lather’s  denth,  now  took  his  father’s 
place,  and  labored  for  the  disciples  in  word  and  doc- 
trine with  varied  success  for  several  years.  At  one 
time  this  (diurch  numbered  as  high  as  seventy  com- 
municants, and  there  were  other  disciples  in  the  IS'orth- 
east  part  of  the  parish,  in  Union  Parish  and  in  Arkan- 
sas,  where  Scarborough  lived.  The  disciples  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  hearing  of  the  disciples  here, 
sent  evangelists  to  see  and  help  them.  Among  those 
who  came  was  a man  named  Smith  from  New  Orleans, 
and  Stephenson  from  Little  Rock,  Ark.  There  were 
m)  iars  between  these  visiting  strangers  and  the  dis 
ciples  here,  but  unity,  thus  demonstrating  the  import- 
ant truth  that  those  who  take  the  Bible  alone  as  their 
guide  can  meet  as  brethren  everywhere. 

About  the  year  1850,  John  Scarborough  moved  to 
Texas  and  left  the  church  without  a shepherd,  and  not 
long  after  he  left  the  church  building  was  burned  acci- 
dentally and  the.  congregation  went  down  to  almost 
nothin-.  Some  moved  away,  others  went  into  other 
.louominnti.ms,  and  oti.era  wcM.t  tn  tlio  world.  About 
this  thue  a low  disciples  camo  tVo.n  Tennessee  to  the 
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parish  aud  settled  four  or  iive  miles  north  of  Homer. 
Live  members,  they  soon  be^tan  to  look  around  tor 
Christians,  and  finding;'  a remnant  of  tlie  old  con^^rega- 
tion  of  which  we  have  spoken,  they  hmrned  of  Wesley 
Kelly,  of  l*ike  ('o.,  Arkansas,  and  invited  him  to 
preach  for  them.  Kelly  accepted  and  notwithstand- 
ijiig  he  was  nnedncate<l  exc.e])t  in  the  Bible,  ])ossessiiig 
as  he  did,  an  unsnllied  chaia<*ter  and  iaang  a fonable 
si)eaker,  he  soon,  by  his  pointed  reasoning,  harmonious 
division  of  the  word  of  (lod,  and  ])owerfnl  exhorta- 
tions to  sinners,  built  up  a resi)ectabl(‘  congregation  at 
Price’s  Schoolhouse,  near  James  31.  3IcKinzies’. 
Kelly  was  assisted  in  his  work  by  Crum[),  one  of  the 
elders  of  the  old  congregation.  Xow  came  tin*  war 
between  the  States,  Kelly  <liseoiitinued  his  visits  to 
the  church,  Crump  wasunable  to  witlistand  the  storm  ot 
demoralization  which  followed  and  to  keei)  the  Mock 
together,  and  the  (‘hurch  went  almost  to  the  bad.  The 
war  over,  Kelly  returned  and  resumed  his  work,  and 
soon  gathered  the  S(!attered  tlock  together  again,  and 
they  at  once  commenced  to  increase.  After  tiie  war, 
a man  whose  name  Avas  (hM)j)er,  assisted  Kelly  in  his 
work.  He  was  the  most  learned  man  in  tlie  scriptures 
that  ever  visited  these  brethren;  he  could  repeat  entire 
chapters  in  any  i)art  ottln*  New  Testament,  from  mem- 
ory. 

Shortly  after  l eturning  from  the  war,  both  K(*lly  and 
Coo])cr  were  called  to  tiieir  reward;  Kelly’s  ])hn;e  was 
tilled  by  a man  whose  name  was  Scarborough.  He 
moved  near  Union  Grove  (the  name  of  the  church,) 
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and  proaclicd  about  one  year  for  tlie  iliscaples  very  ac- 
ceptably, wlien  lie  was  cn<:;'a^e(l  by  tlie  clmrclics  of 
North  Louisiana,  and  *Soiitli  Arkansas  as  an  cvan,ii(‘- 
list.  r>ut  lie  did  not  (Miti*r  njion  tlie  work,  but  disaji- 
peared,  and  no  one  <*ver  knew  why  or  whine  he  went 
E.  ]V[.  Northnni  was  now  prevailed  u])on  to  visit  Liiion 
Grove Ohuridi  once  a inonth.  He  was  widl  edneated  and 
learned  in  the  scri[»turcs,  a logical  and  powerful  reasonin' 
and  eloijucnt  s]>eaker.  Northnni  carried  everytliiiiin’  bi‘- 
fore  hini.  U nder  his  preachi n,*;'  tin*  cliurch  iirew  rapidly, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  \\  ashan  and  others  the 
number  of  disciples  in  the  parish  was  increased  to 
probably  250.  He  did  more  to  build  up  the  i*ause  than 
any  of  his  predecessors.  But  unfortunately,  just  at 
this  time,  the  church  procured  the  services  of  John  H. 
V^andyck.  He  was  able  in  the  jmlpit,  but  erratic  and 
soon  fell  into  disgrace,  and  was  silenced  from  jireach- 
ing  to  this  church.  Washan  also  did  much  harm  by 
his  imprudence.  From  this  time,  it  seems  that  the 
church  commenced  declining  and  continued  until  tliii 
disciples  became  so  cold  and  lifeless  that 

Northum  with  his  learning  and  eloquence 

failed  to  reach  them  ; the  d<‘cline  continued  and  Nor- 
thum quit.  Iv.  G.  Cranford  was  next  invited  to  take, 
charge  of  the  church  ; he  did  so,  and  preached  for  two 
years  without  accomplishing  any  \ isible  good.  T1k‘ 
<*iiurch  next  called  \V.  T.  Breedlove,  who  hibored  for 
them  three  successive  yi‘ars.  During  tin' last  yi^ar  of 
Ibeedlove’s  ndnistry,  el,  |>.  Da  vis.  by  request,  preaclied 
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ill  connection  with  him  to  Union  Grove  Church  ; but 
seemingly,  tlieir  proacliinfi’  did  but  little  j>ood. 

In  the  fall  of  ISSo,  Union  Grove  nnd  a church  in 
Bossier  Parish  built  by  tlu‘.  imunbers  of  Union  Grove 
met,  and  ap*eed  to  emj)loy  a man  to  preach  to  the  two 
churches,  and  to  labor  the  balance  of  the  time  as  an 
evangelist.  J.  B.  Davis  was  offered  the  place  and  ac- 
cepted. In  January,  1<S84,  he  Ix^gan  his  lal)ors,  and  in 
February  moved  to  Claiborne  Parish,  and  through  his 
labors,  about  one  hundred  have  been  added  to  the  dif- 
ferent churches.  One  new  congn‘gation,  with  about 
seventy  members,  was  organized  in  Union  Parish,  and 
members  have  been  added  ill  Bossier,  Union  and  Clai- 
borne Parishes.  Mr.  Davis  is  still  laboring  for  the 
brethren,  and  occupies  nearly  the  same  field  he  did 
last  year.  Last  fall  at  the  annual  meefing  of  Union 
Grove  Church,  the  church  seemed  to  take  on  new  life; 
two  more  elders  were  appointed  and  one  deacon,  and 
the  work  ot  building  up  and  cleansing  began  immedi- 
ately. There  were  accessions  to  the  church,  back- 
sliders reclaimed,  and  the  faithful  were  made  to  rejoin. 
At  present  the  church  is  at  iieace  and  doing  well,  bet- 
ter than  for  years. 

At  Holly  Springs  in  this  parish,  there  are  about  fif- 
teen disciples  who  meet  occasionally,  and  the  prospect 
is  good  for  a church  there  soon.  I suppose  there  are 
about  150  Disciples  ot‘ Christ  or  Christians,  in  Clai- 
borne Parish.  For  the  information  of  many  inquirers 
who  do  not  know  the  distinctive  [ilea  of  tln^  disciples, 
1 will  state  that  they  advocate  the  union  of  the  cliib 
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(Iren  of  God  on  tlie  Bible  and  the  Bible  alone.  Taking 
and  wearing  no  name  save  that  given  the  disciples  of 
Christ,  and  re(M)gniz(Ml  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  They  ad- 
vocate a living  heart,  faith  in  all  the  great  truths  of 
the  scriptures  «and  full  ol)edience  to  all  tlie  coniniands, 
placing  the  coiniuands  all  on  an  equality;  with  no  non 
essentials  ; full  trust  in  the  promises  to  tliose  who  be- 
lieve and  obey,  ^'o  promise  to  those  wlio  reject,  neglect 

or  disobey,  classing  tln^sewitli  the  unbeliever.  Allow- 
ing the  largest  liberty  in  matters  of  opinion,  strictly 

avoiding  all  innovations  on  the  apostolic  teaching  and 
practice.  And  this  is  the  people  falsely,  maliciously 
called  Campbellites. 


mSTOllY  OF  PRESHYTEKIAIS"  CHURCH  IN  CLAIBORNE 
PARISH,  LOUISIANA. 

- As  early  as  1838,  Bev.  A.  l\.  Banks,  a Presbyterian 
minister  of  Spring  Hill,  Ark.,  preached  an  occasional 
sermon  in  Claiborne  Parish  in  passing  through  it. 
Once  in  1838  at  Old  Oviwton,  when  the  court  house  was 
there.  Once'  in  1831)  in  Allen’s  s(ittlement,  and  once 
at  Athens’  when  it  was  the  parish  site.  In  1831)  or  1840 
Rev.  A.  R.  Banks  and  John  Boggs  conducted  a series 
of  meetings  in  IMindni,  which  resulted  in  the  conver- 
sion of  some  12  or  Jo  i)ersons,  among  whom  were  some 
of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  town  and  parish.  But  we 
believe  Messrs.  BaidvS  and  Boggs  orgaidzed  no 
Church  in  Mimhm  at  this  tinuj.  R(iv.  Boggs 
was  a native  of  Savannah,  Ga.  He  taught  and 
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preached  in  Mind<*n  a year  or  two,  vvlien  his  health 
tailed,  aud  he  moved  to  South  Carolina  or  yir,uiina. 
He  died  in  Abbeville  district,  South  Carolina,  we  be- 
lieve, in  1843  or  1844.  In  August,  18r)l,  Rev.  J.  Frank- 
lin Ford,  ot  Shreve])ort,  at  the.  requiist  otMessrs.  doliu 
Davidson  (father  of  Rev.  J.  T.  Davidson),  and  Felix 
Simontou,  came  out  to  Athens,  a «listance  of  forty  odd 
miles,  ami  organized  a Rr(*sbyteriau  (Jhui(di,  ])erha])s 
the  first  one  ever  orj;anized  in  (Maiborne  Parish.  The 
church  was  organized  about  two  miles  south  of 
Athens  in  a log-  school  house,  ami  calle<l  id  way.  The 
following-  families  were  represented  in  this  church  at 
its  organization:  Davidson,  Simontou,  Browntield, 

Calhoun,  and  perhajis  a tew  others.  The  organization 
was  soon  moved  to  Athens. 

About  this  date  Pev.  B.  F.  Peters,  a l^resbyterian 
minister,  lived  in  Homer,  and  on  Flat  Lick,  and  taught 
school  and  preached,  but  the  writer  regrets  that  he  is 
unable  to  give  an  account  of  his  work  or  tell  from 
where  he  came  or  where  he  went.  In  the  fall  of  1852, 
Rev.  J.  T.  Davidson,  a Presbyterian  minister,  moveil 
to  Homer  from  Georgia,  and  locabal.  At  this  time 
there  was  but  one  Ibesbyterian  in  tlu‘  community  out- 
side his  own  family.  AVith  this  small  beginning  he  be- 
gan his  labors  as  an  Evangidist,  siip|)orting  liimsidf 
and  family  by  teaching  school.  At  that  tinu‘  this  was 
afrontim-  country,  the  roads  wme  rugg(‘d  and  many  of 
the  stri'ams  unbridged,  and  this  jiionem*,  in  the  cause 
of  ITesbyterianism  in  Louisiana,  luul  to  labor  uudm- 
many  and  great  ditliculties,  but  he  overcame  them. 
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He  orgimizcMi  (^liiu-elies  in  and  at  a number  ol 

other  points. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  isr>4,  Kev.  Jolm  F.  David- 
son (broth(‘r  of  J.  T.  Davidson),  was  installed  pastor 
of  the  Presbytmian  rimreh  in  Hinden,  Pev.  J. 
Franklin  Ford  preacliing  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  S.  P. 
Helme  giving-  the  charge  to  the  pastor  and  people. 
The  writer  is  unable  to  state  when  and  by  whom  the 
Minden  church  was  organized.  John  F.  Davidson 
preached  to  the  Mimhai  chur(*h  about  eight  months, 
when  his  health  failed,  and  he  came  out  to  his  father’s 
near  Athens,  where,  after  a lingering,  painful  illness  of 
some  months,  he  died.  Ked  River  Presbytery  at  its 
third  meeting  held  in  Homer,  March  22,  1855,  adopted 
the  following  report  of  his  death:  ^‘That  we  have  heard 
with  unfeigned  grief  of  the  death  of  our  late  brother, 
the  Rev.  John  E.  Davidson,  and  that  while  we  liumbly 
bow  to  this  manifestation  of  the  will  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  we  lament  his  loss  to  us  in  our  social  and  relig- 
ious intercourse,  and  to  our  Church  in  tliat  talent  and 
spirit  for  usefulness  which  he  possessed,  and  we  sin- 
cerely tender  our  syni])athy  to  his  aftlieted  relatives, 
and  especially  to  his  aged  father  and  mother.  Kev. 
.John  E.  Davidson  was  born  in  Fairfield  J)istrict.  S.  C., 
.tanuaiy  8,  1827.  At  an  early  age  his  i)ar(‘nts  moved 
to  Tronp  County,  Ceorgia,  winTC  he  grew  up.  He 
resid(‘d  for  a while  in  Mississip])i.  Blessed  with  ])ious 
parents,  and  having  rt‘(M‘ived  faitlifnl  training,  he  early 
gave  his  heart  to  Cod  and  resol v(mI  to  devot(*  himself 
to  the  ministry.  Before  going  to  the  Princeton  Sem- 
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iiiary^  where  he  was  graduated  in  1853,  he  pursued  a 
course  of  education,  and  was  for  some  years  usefully 
employed  in  teaching. 

In  1853,  soon  after  leaving  the  Seminary  lie  was  li- 
censed to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Tomlxickbee, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  same  year  he  was  ordained  to 
the  full  work  of  tlie  ministry  by  tlie  same  Presbytery, 
lie  was  soon  after  sent  by  the  Synod  of  Mississippi  to 
form  the  Presbytery  of  lied  River.  At  the  organization 
of  the  first  meeting  of  this  Presbytery  lie  was  installed 
Pastor  of  the  Minden  Church,  in  which  relation  he 
labored  with  great  acceptance,  and  with  much  promise 
of  usefulness  until  God,  in  the  inscrutable  dispensa- 
tion of  his  Ib'ovidence,  remov^ed  him  from  the  sphere 
of  his  earthly  labors  to  his  reward  in  his  hea  venly 
kingdom.  The  services  of  Brother  Davidson  in  the 
ministry  were  short,  but  marked  by  decided  results, 
and  in  his  death  the  church  over  which  he  was  placed 
lias  lost  an  acceptable  and  etiicient  preacher  and  a 
faithful  pastor. 

In  1856,  Rev.  J.  Franklin  Ford  accepted  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Minden  Female  College.  Here,  for  eight 
years,  he  presided  over  5linden  College  with  the  finest 
success,  and  at  the  same  time  preached  in  Minden,  and 
at  all  other  points  where  ojiiiortnnity  ottered,  ^'or 
was  his  preaching  in  vain  ; during  his  stay  in  Minden 
he  did  much  to  kc(‘.p  together  and  build  up  the  few 
scattering  Presbyterians  then  living  in  this  western 
country,  and  was  instrumetal  in  leading  sinners  into 
the  way  of  life.  Rev.  A.  R.  Banks  furnishes  the  follow- 
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iug  sketch  of  his  useful  and  eventful  life.  J.  Franklin 
Ford  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  wliere  he  inarried 
and  soon  after  moved  to  K abides  Parish,  Ln.  Here 
he  engaged  in  planting  and  preaching  as  he  had 
opportunity.  St‘veral  years  were  si)ent  here  when 
he  moved  to  Shreveport,  I^a.,  where  he  supplied  the 
Presbyterian  Church  regularly  for  some  years.  In 
1856  he  moved  to  Minden,  where  he  taught  and 
])reached  till  1864,  Avhen  he  returned  to  Sl>reve- 
port,  where  he  opened  an  academy  for  young 
ladies,  and  taught  until  suddenly  called  by  death 
to  his  reward.  Attacked  with  heart  disease  he 
fell  ui)on  the  side-Avalk,  and  was  carried  by  lov- 
ing hands  to  his  home  where,  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family,  he  soon  died.  Pev.  J.  Franklin  Ford  was 
a good  mail  and  a tine  preacher.  He  was  well  versed  in 
eccliesastical  matters,  and  wrote  his  sermons  carefully, 
which  were  thoughtful,  orthodox  and  often  elocpient. 
He  left  an  interesting  family,  consisting  of  a wife  and 
three  daughters  ; he  had  no  sons.  In  1866  Pev.  J.  E. 
Bright,  D.  1).,  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  iMinden 
Female  College.  Here,  for  eight  years,  he  instructed 
the  young  ladies  of  this  institution,  and  sn])plied  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  ^linden  at  tlie  same  time. 
And  he  did  not  confine  his  preaching  to  Minden,  but 
went  out  into  the  country,  and,  in  tlie  log  school 
houses,  and  under  the  bnsh  arbors,  preached  the  Gos- 
pel in  a way  so  simph‘  and  persuasive  that  many  were 
brought  to  Christ. ♦ In  June,  1871,  Dr.  Bright  resigned 
the  presidency  of  IMinden  College  and  moved  to  Ten- 


152 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


iiessee.  J)r.  Brij^iit  gone,  ther(‘  was  no  Presbyterian 
minister  in  Plaiborne  Parish  hn-  soim*  y(*ars,  (‘X(*(‘pt 
Kev.  J.  T.  Davidson,  who  some  years  btdort*,  had  loca- 
ted permanently  near  Homer.  During  these  years  he 
sup])lied  all  the  dilterent  elinrelies  in  the  parish 
and  some  in  adjoining  t)arishes.  He  preached 
in  Homer,  Minden,  Athens,  State  Line  and  other 
points.  At  some  of  these  points  he  |)reaclied  monthly, 
at  others  only  occasionally  as  his  time  would  ])ermit. 
Considering  the  small  number  of  Presbyterian 
families  in  the  country,  and  that  nom*  of  tlP* 
churches  were  abh‘  to  worship  in  houses  of  their  own 
Kev.  Davidson  succeeded  well  in  building  iq)  the  de- 
nomination. The  Presbyterians  of  Homer  aie  indebt- 
ed to  the  kindiH'Ss  of  their  ^fcthodist  brethi‘<Mi  for  a 
house  of  worship  until  ISTl*,  at  which  time,  chietly 
through  the  agency  of  Kev.  J.  T.  Davidson,  their  own 
elegant  church  was  erect(‘d.  In  lS7d,  Rev.  ^Iclnnis, 
D.  D.,  of  Oxford,  I\Iississi[)])i,  labored  in  Khal  River 
Presbytery,  of  which  ('laiborne  Parish  forms  a part, 
as  an  evangelist.  An  intensely  earnest  preacher  and 
a good  revivalist,  his  eflbits  hen*  were  ])roductive  of 
good.  After  an  arduous  year's  work  here  he  r(*turned 
to  Oxford,  ]\rississii)pi,  when*  he  lived  but  a few  years 
and  died. 

1ji  1877  Dr.  Ilright  i(*turncd  to  Louisiana,  and  la- 
bored (*tfectually  in  Rc<l  River  Presbytery  oiu*  year  as 
an  evang<*list,  aft(*r  which  hi*  n*turn(*d  to  dackson, 
'rt*nm*sssee,  wln'ic  he  dit*d  llu*  n(*}K,  summer  of  y(*llow 
lever.  A native  of  Indiana,  d.  E.  Bright  was  graduaterl 
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at  Woodward  College,  Oiiicimiati,  Ohio,  under  tliat 
distiiij;ui.sUed  educator,  Dr.  McOuttey,  author  of  the 
S(*liool  read(*rs.  lt(‘  married  a daughter  of  Dr.  Slack, 
of  Oineiimati,  a Preshytcriaii  miiiist(‘r  and  a noted 
professor  of  (dieinistry.  Of  his  life  helore  coining  to 
^linden,  the  writer  knows  coinjiaratively  nothing.  A 
profound  scholar,  Dr.  Bright  was  a tine  instructor 
and  an  able  minister  of  the  (fospel  as  well.  While  an 
evangelist  the  writer  became  more  intimately  acquain- 
ted with  him,  and  has  since  lieen  an  ardent  admirer  of 
his  character.  To  the  evangelistic  work  he  seemed 
wonderfully  adapted,  a.nd  his  efforts  were  attended 
with  marked  results,  ^^'ith  all  his  learning  he  was  an 
humble  devout  minister,  and  presented  the  truth  in  a 
manner  so  simple,  so  fre(‘  from  anything  like  effort  at 
display,  and  so  persuasive  that  none  were  offended, 
but  many  induciMl  to  embrace  the  truth.  ITe  did 
much  to  build  up  the  weak  churches  of  tin*  denomi- 
nation, and  organized  a number  of  churches,  lint 
preaching  was  not  his  only  work.  ^lany  were  the  in- 
valids he  visited,  and  numerous  the  scattered  Presby- 
terians, deni(*d  by  their  remoteness  of  resi<lenc(‘  the  priv- 
ilege of  worshijiping  with  the  people  of  (lod,  whom  In* 
found  and  (;omfort(*d  by  his  pt'culiarl}'  gentle  and  per- 
suasive words. 

Since  the  death  iff' Dr.  Bright, lve<l  River  Presbytery 
has  had  no  evangelist. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Davidson  died  ( )ctob(‘.r  21 , ISSl,  of  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,  in  his  home,  near  Jlonu'r,  Ba. 
Jtev.  Davidson  was  the  only  l*resbytt*rian  ministt*r  who 
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ever  located  permanently  in  Claiborne  Parish,  and 
during  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  the  only  one  in 
the  parish.  From  the  time  he  came  to  Homer,  in  1852, 
till  the  close  of  his  life,  this  excellent  divine  lalmred 
in  the  ministry  with  untiring  energy  and  devotion. 
In  the  last  years  of  his  long  and  eminently  useful  life 
after  all  his  comrades  had  fallen,  he  labored  with 
increased  earnestness  and  success.  He  was  not  a man 
who  preached  only,  but  one  of  those  who  ever  sought 
opportunity  of  doing  good  in  the  walks  of  private  life. 
He  visited  the  sick  and  adiicted,  and  with  words  that 
were  deeds,  comforted  and  sustained  them.  He  ex- 
emplified the  excellence  and  beauty  of  the  religion  he 
preached  in  his  daily  life.  So  uniform  and  consistent 
was  his  course,  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
reverential  admiration  of  all  who  knew  him,  without 
excej)tion.  Who  can  estimate  the  intliience  of  such  a 
life?  We  shall  not  attempt  to  write  the  history  of  the 
good  work  he  did  in  N^orth Louisiana.  He  was  always  an 
able  worker  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  a pioneer  in 
every  enterprise  calculated  to  benefit  his  peoi)le.  His 
name  forms  a part  of  the  history  of  the  parish  and  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana.  His  mission  in  life  seems  to 
have  been  to  do  good,  and  to  demonstrate  how  beauti 
fill  human  life  could  he  made. 

I’he  Rev.  Cyrus  Harrington  })ays  him  the  following 
just  and  beautiful  tribute  : 

^‘Rev.  Joseph  T.  Davidson  was  born  of  jiious  par- 
entage in  Fairfield  District,  S.  C.,  April  I,  1818;  made 
a profession  of  faith  in  1831;  was  married  January  7, 
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1841 ; was  licensed  to  preach  in  1845  ; was  ordained  at 
the  first  session  of  the  Presbytery  of  Eed  Eiver  in 
1854 ; was  installed  pastor  of  the  Homer  Church  in 
1874 ; and  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain  at  his  resi- 
dence near  Homer,  October  21,  1881. 

We  are  therefore,  called  to  erect  another  tablet  to 
the  memory  of  our  dead. 

The  Presbytery  of  Eed  Eiver  was  organized  in 
Minden,  La.,  February  10,  1854,  and  on  that  day  Ero. 
Davidson  presented  a letter  of  dismission  as  licentiate 
from  Flint  Eiver  Presbytery  ; and  having  been  re- 
ceived, at  his  own  request,  he  was  ordained  evange- 
list. He  had  settled  near  the  town  of  Homer,  in 
the  Parish  of  Claiborne.  When  he  arrived  there,  there 
was  but  one  Presbyterian  outside  of  his  own  family  in 
the  community,  a ^Irs.  Smith,  his  own  sister. 

AVith  this  small  beginning  he  commenced  his  work 
as  evangelist,  supporting  himself  ami  family  by  school 
teaching  and  farm  work,  and  not  receiving  a dollar 
from  the  church  until  years  after.  His  field  was  a 
laborious  one.  Eoads  were  bad,  and  in  many  cases 
without  bridges.  The  churches  Avere  far  a]>art,  and 
the  members  of  the  churches  scattering  ; but  having  a 
mind  for  the  work,  and  a strong  ])h3^sical  constitution, 
he  promptly  met  mo<t  of  his  appointments,  even 
though  he  had  to  ri(b‘  through  rain  and  snow,  and  go 
around  or  swim  swolhui  str<‘ains.  Several  churches 
were  organized  by  him.  Some  of  these  hav(‘  grown, 
while  others,  owing  to  the  migratory  state  of  society, 
have  ceased  to  exist. 
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Bro.  Davidson  passed  througli  many  revivals,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  chief  iiistrnments,  under 
Providence,  in  bringing’  them  to  a siK'.cessfnl  issue. 
Alabama,  Vienna,  Monua*,  and  llocky  Mt.  Chn relies, 
esjiecially,  will  loiif;'  rimieihlaa’  him  in  such  meetin^^s. 
The  writer  was  present  with  him  at  Pm*ky  Mt.  lie 
jireached  twice  a day  for  two  we(‘ks,  and  when  the 
meeting'  was  at  its  height,  this  prudent  man  a<lvis<‘d 
tlie  c(‘ssation  of  the  services,  stating  as  his  reason  for 
it  that  the  good  work  wouhl  go  on  by  thus  acting, 
whereas,  to  push  it  too  far  would  leave  the  <;hurch  in 
a dead  state.  The  result  proved  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan,  for  the  good  work  went  on  from  Sabbath  to  Sab- 
bath, until  forty-three  converts  were  added  to  the 
church,  of  whom  forty  liave  remained  true  to  their 
covenant  vows.  This  was  in  I860.  No  man  can  ever 
write  out  a history  of  the  good  work  wdiich  he  has 
done  for  North  Louisiana.  He  Avas  ever  among  the 
foremost  of  those  who  promoted  education,  temperance, 
morality,  and  religion.  He  ever  ])reached  in  the  high- 
ways and  hedges,  compelling  tliem  to  come  into  some 
one  of  God^s  churches.  Many  is  the  tinn‘.  he  labored 
Avith  our  brethreu  of  other  (hmomiiiations,  and  many 
of  his  greatest  admirers  and  Avarmest  friends  are 
members  of  sisti‘r  churches.  But  the  church  at 
Homer  is  his  greatest  monument  in  church  (uection. 
Here  he  commenc(‘d  witli  nothing,  and  in  [irocess  of 
time  has  erect<‘d  a.  large  village  church  house,  witli 
one  of  the  largest  audi(‘nc(‘s  and  most  intelligent  ami 
godly  membmships  belonging  to  our  Presbytery. 
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But  it  was  as  a Presbyter  tliat  Bro.  l)a\'idsoii  most 
excelled.  lie  niigiit  rii^litly  be  called  our  C<miinittt‘e 
of  Ways  and  Cleans.”  No  meml>er  of  Presbytery  was 
listened  to  with  grtaiter  deferemas  and  Ins  inariaj^t*- 
ment  of  our  Presbyterial  treasniy  was  most  successful. 

As  a preacher  he  stood  very  high  with  the  people. 
‘‘The  common  peot)le  heard  him  gladly.”  As  a <;om- 
panion,  there  was  none  more  social,  kind,  sincere,  and 
friendly.  He  in  the  matter  of  friendshi])s  was  our 
David  with  many  Jonathans. 

As  a Christian,  he  was  devotedly,  intelligently,  and 
consistently  pious.  He  emt)hatically  enjoyed  the 
service  of  his  blaster.  ^Vnd  as  he  grew  older  in  years 
he  made  more  rapid  growth  in  grace.  He  died  with 
the  harness  on. 

Faithful  servant  of  God,  warm-heait(‘d,  Christian 
brother,  true  and  devoted  friend,  the  blaster  “ has 
come  and  called  for  thee.”  A few  more  days  and  we 
will  meet  thee  again.  Thou  hast  a little  the  advantage 
of  us.  But  we  serve  the  same  Lord.  Brother  David 
son  leaves  a devoted  wife  and  two  sons  and  daughters, 
and  many  grandchildren  and  friends,  to  whom, 
one  and  all,  w'e  extend  our  heartfelt  symi)athy. 

It  ought  not,  in  this  eonnection,  to  bt*  forgotttai, 
that  the  Bev.  J.  T.  Davidson  was  a si*lf-made  man. 
He  studied  under  Dr.  Cunningham,  in  Georgia,  but 
chiefly  prepared  himself  tor  the  ministry  after  he  had 
a family.  SueJi  a lifli  shows  to  the  church  what  our 
young  men  can  do  Avhen  tlu‘  riM)t  of  the  matter  is  in 
them,” 
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In  1883,  Eev.  D.  Mc^^eal  Turner,  D.  D.,  lived  in 
Homer  and  sui)plied  the  cliiirclies  in  tLe  parish  and 
some  in  tlie  adjoining  parishes.  He  was  a man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  an  elo(pient  preacher. 
He  now  lives,  we  believe  in  Texas.  Tliere  is  no  Tres- 
byterian  clergyman  in  the  parish  just  at  this  time. 

Kev.  McLees,  of  Vienna,  Lincoln  Parish,  Louisiana, 
preaches  monthly  in  Homer,  the  only  church  in  the 
parish  that  now  has  Presbyterian  preaching.  Since 
Claiborne  has  been  so  cut  down  there  are  only  three 
churches  in  the  parish,  Homer,  Athens  and  State 
Line,  and  with  the  exception  of  Homer  these  have 
small  memberships. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  IN  CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 


By  Rev.  G.  V.  Clampitf. 

In  1849  I passed  through  Claiborne  Parish  and 
preached  in  Minden  and  Haynesville.  In  1852  a small 
colony  of  Cumberland  Presbyterians  settled  in  South- 
east Claiborne,  amongst  whom  was  Messrs.  Givins,  the 
mother  of  E.  A. and  A.  J.  H.  Givins. 

About  the  same  time  the  Alexand(*rs  and  Kirkpat- 
ricks came  out  from  AVest  Tennessee  and  settled  north 
of  Homer.  With  them  was  II.  B.  AlcMahon,  a licenscul 
preacher.  Shortly  after  Lev  Joslin  Jones,  also  a 
licensed  preacher  from  Mississii>])i,  located  in  the  Par- 
ish, About  this  tinu*  Levs.  A.  Eorlnmberry  and  AV. 
Ilarton  came  from  Arkamuus  and  held  a meeting  of 
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great  interest  in  the  residence  of  Saninel  Kirki)atrick. 
Soon  after  this  meeting  a church  was  organized  in 
Homer  and  another  at  Shongaloo.  Hut  the  one  in 
Homer  was  soon  dissolved,  and  a church  known  as 
Mount  Pleasant  wns  orgnnized  west  of  H.  H.  Cleve- 
lamrs  farm.  We  liad  a large  mend)ershii)  tJiere,  a 
good  liouse  and  ten  acres  of  laud,  not  recorded  at  the 
close  of  the  war.  The  house  was  burned  and  we  lost 
all. 

A short  time  after  the  3It.  Pleasant  organizath)ii  a 
small  church  was  organized  eleven  miles  east  of  Hom- 
er, near  the  Alexander  steam  mill,  and  called  Pleasant 
Grove.  Soon  after  this  H.  H.  3Ic]Mahon  and  Joslin 
Jones  were  ordained  to  the  _ whole  work  of  the  min- 
istry. 

In  1852  I commenced  preaching  regularly  in  Clai- 
borne Parish.  In  1855  Hev.  W.  B.  Scott,  of  ^linden, 
who  had  been  licensed  to  preach  by  the  M.  E.  Church 
South,  joined  our  church.  At  that  time  the  Presby- 
terjy  of  which  Claiborne  formed  a part,  was  known  as 
Ouachita  Presbytery,  and  included  Xorth  Louisiana 
and  South  Arkansas;  and  Scott  was  ordained  at  Hill- 
boro,  Ark. 

In  1857  I moved  to  Arcadia,  Bienville  Parish,  but 
continued  to  do  all  my  ministerial  work  in  Claiborne. 
In  August,  1858,  1 organiz(‘d  Salmn  Church,  near  tlie 
s])ot  where  Busselville  once  stood.  Rev.  II.  B.  Mc- 
Mahon was  with  me,  and  helped  to  do  the  preaching. 
At  this  time  and  place  there  was  a great  out-i)oiiring 
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of  tlie  I[oly  Spirit,  and  the  meeting'  resulted  in  great 
and  lasting. good. 

At  one  time  Wi)  had  a small  <‘hiii<‘h  in  ^linden,  but 
some  of  its  members  were  scattered  by  the  late  war, 
and  others  moved  away  soon  after,  and  the  <*hurch 
went  down.  During  those  years  of  civil  strife  Kev. 
H.  B.  McMahon  was  the  only  ministirr  left  at  home  to 
l>reach  to  our  (*burches  in  Claiborm*.  The  Ttev. 
Kevins,  an  able  divine  of  our  church,  and  a State 
officer  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  canu‘  to  this  i)arish 
in  order  to  keep  safely  State  papers  that  were  in  his 
charge,  and  did  much  good  work  for  our  church  until 
(juiet  was  restored.  He  then  returned  to  Missouri,  and 
died  soon,  thereafter.  Kev.  B.  ]\[.  Searcy,  of  Kentucky, 
came  also  to  this  parish  in  those  evil  days,  and  taught 
the  Homer  .Male  ( 'ollege  School  iu  1804,  and  in  1805; 
settled  near  Salem,  where  he  liv<al  and  labored  for 
liv^e  years  ; he  then  moved  to  the  southern  part  of  the 
State,  where  he  died.  In  1804  S.  vS.  Smart  was 
licensed  to  preach,  and  was  the  first  man  ever  made  a 
preacher  by  our  denomination  on  the  soil  of  Claiborne, 
rresbytery  met  several  times  in  Claiborne  Barish. 
At  one  of  its  sittings  here  in  1800,  E.  W.  Tharr,  11. 
B.  Hollinsworth  ainl  S.  S,  Smart  were  ordained  to  the 
whole  work  of  the  ministry.  ♦ 

About  this  time  by  oi-derof  tln^  Cbmeral  Assembly  of 
our  church  we  were*  formed  into  a new  Bri'sbytery  em- 
bracing all  the  fenit<ny  lying  south  of  tin*  Arkansas 
line  and  betw(‘cn  Bed  and  Ouachita  Jtivers  to  their 
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junction,  to  he  known  as  Louisiana  Freshyteiy,  which 
name  it  still  bears. 

Oct.  1870,  Presbytery  met  at  Salem  and  by  much 
work  and  great  pati<ui(*e  we  warme<l  up  and  started 
again  our  l>eloved  church  which  had  been  neglected, 
scattered,  and  wounded  during  all  those  years  of  dis- 
cord* At  tliis  sitting  F.  E.  Leach  of  Arkansas  was 
ordained. 

Ouachita  Synod  met  for  the  first  time  in  Louisiana 
October  1877  at  Salem  church.  At  this  time  Louis- 
iana Presbytery  had  sixteen  congregations,  six  of  which 
were  in  Claiborne.  In  1878  the  denomination  in  this 
parish  called  Eev.  F.  PL  Leach  to  take  <‘h urge  of  her 
churches,  which  was  approved  by  Presbytery  and  ac- 
cej)te<l  by  Rev.  Leach  and  he  was  domiciled  at 
Haynesville. 

1880,  Rev.  (t.  R.  Stewart  also  of  Arkansas  came  to 
this  parish  and  was  domicih‘d  at  Salem,  and  the  next 
year  Salem  built  a t>arsonage  and  Rev.  Stewart  moved 
into  it  where  he  stayed  till  1884,  when  both  F.  E. 
Leach  and  O.  R.  Stewart,  on  account  of  bad  health, 
withdrew  from  the  Presbytery  and  went  to  other  fields 
of  labor.  They  both  did  earnest  and  faithful  work  for 
tile  cluirch  while  with  us. 

Ouacliita  Synod  met  a second  time  in  Claiborne  at 
Haynesvilb‘s  .V.  I>.  1880. 

Revs.  Fortenberry,  McMahon,  Scott,  Sear<*y  ami 
Smart  have  all  gone  to  tlu;ir  reward.  Tin*,  denomiiia. 
tion  has  now  but  one  ministm*  in  the  ])arish,  viz.  L.  A. 
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Clampitt,  the  writer’s  son,  who  lives  at  Salem  in  the 
parsonage.  We  still  have  six  ehiireh  liouses  in  this 
parish  worth  about  dollars,  and  20a  raeinber- 

shii>.  The  following  is  added  by  the  eoiii})iler: 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  i)raise  of  the  above 
writer  who  still  lives  in  xVr<;adia,  Lji.  lie  has  been  in 
Christ  the  founder  and  nourisher  of  his  church  in 
this  parish. 


MOUNT  LEBANON  UNIVERSITY. 

In  1853  the  Baptists  of  Louisiana  founded  a Univer- 
sity at  Mt.  Lebanon.  Considering  the  wealth,  culture 
and  morality  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  surround- 
ing country,  together  with  the  natural  beauty  aud  ex- 
ceptional healthfulness  of  the  place,  the  location  was 
well  chosen.  Commodious,  substantial  buildings  were 
erected,  a good  library  and  excellent  apparatus  se- 
cured, and  the  school  at  once  received  a liberal  patron- 
age, and  soon  became  celebrated  throughout  the  land. 
Here,  in  the  happy  x>rosi)erous  days  before  the  war, 
many  young  gentlemen  and  ladies  sought  learning, 
and  under  the  administration  of  such  accomplished 
scholars  as  W.  E.  Baxton,  Jesse  Hartwell,  and  others 
of  equal  ability,  this  institution  sent  forth  from  its 
classic  wall  many  of  the  best  scholars  now  living  in 
North  Louisiana.  Exercises  were  continued  until 
1803,  when  the  college  became  a Confederate  llosx)ital. 
After  the  war  an  effort  was  made  to  reorganize  the 
school,  but  owing  to  the  bad  linancial  condition  of  the 
country  the  ellbrt  failed  of  success. 
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In  1882  the  people  of  Mt.  Lebiiiion  and  surrounding 
country  having  unit(‘d  iu  an  elfort  to  have  a school  in 
their  midst,  repjiired  the  buildings  nud  ele(;ted  Ivev. 
W.  P.  Carter  as  Priiici[)al  of  INtt.  Lebanon  High  Sehool. 
The  school  was  opened  Se})tember  11,  1882,  and  115 
students  were  matriculated  during  the  iirst  session. 
This  so  far  surpassed  the  expectations  of  the  most 
sanguine  that  the  institution  was  at  once  chartered  in 
order  to  meet  the  demands  for  higher  education.  Rev. 
W.  M.  Reese,  a gentleman  «>f  ability  and  culture,  now 
has  charge  of  the  college,  which  is  in  a very  tlourish. 
iiig  condition,  and  under  his  administration  promises 
to  gain  its  former  celebrity. 

Without  further  mention  of  the  ministers,  who  have 
labored  to  build  up  the  denomination  in  the  parish, 
this  sketch  would  be  incoiu[)lete.  Arthur  3IcFiirIand 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1810,  where  he  married  and 
soon  after  moved  to  Louisiana,  where  he  subsequently 
lived.  He  was  one  of  the  very  first  to  preach  the 
Gospel  ill  Claiborne  Parish,  and  assisted  in  the  or- 
ganization of  the  first  churches  ever  constituted  in 
this  part  of  the  State.  Athens,  Walnut  Creek,  and 
Llack  Lake  Churches  will  long  remember  this  good 
man.  After  a useful  life  he  died  at  Athens,  La.,  in 
1878  at  a very  advanced  age.  He  left  a number  of 
sons  and  daughters,  and  one  of  his  sons  James  B. 
has  long  been  a useful  and  exemplary  minister  of  the 
Gos])el. 

Rider  R.  A.  Hargis  was  a man  of  more  than  ordina- 
ry ability,  of  genial  disposition,  and  popular  manners, 
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and  fora  nuiiil)er  of  years  was  an  acceptable  ami  use- 
ful minister,  ami  honored  with  the  contidence  ami  es- 
teem of  the  denomination.  In  the  later  years  of  his 
life  he  eng  igedin  farming  ami  merchandising,  and 
preached  only  an  occasional  sermon.  He  died  a few 
years  ago  at  Athens,  La.,  after  an  eventful  life. 

Elder  K.  E.  Fancher  was  from  the  Fast,  perhaps 
born  in  Georgia,  and  came  to  Louisiana  about  184d  or 
1847 ; he  was  a minister  of  ability,  of  a logical  turn  of 
mind,  systematic  in  the  arrangement  of  his  sermons, 
of  fixed  purpose,  pious  and  orderly  in  walk,  eminently 
useful  in  ministerial  work,  and  an  intelligent,  public 
spirited  citizen.  His  private  life  was  without  reproach- 

Elder  John  L.  Mayes  we  believe  was  born  in  Georgia 
and  brought  up  in  Alabama,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  in  1847  or  1848,  and  ordained  soon  afterward. 
He  was  a man  of  ordinary  ability,  but  of  few  early 
literary  advantages ; he  was  a man  of  unquestioned 
piety,  and  great  zeal ; he  liad  fine  gifts  for  exhorta- 
tion, and  great  tact,  and  was  eminently  useful  in 
protracted  meetings  ; of  cheerful  and  bappy  tempera 
raent,  he  had  hosts  of  friends  who  cherish  his  memory 
with  a sincere  and  sacred  regaril.  He  died  in  Lincoln 
Parish,  La.,  about  the  year  1807  or  1808  hononul  for 
his  many  virtues. 

Elder  S.  J.  Fuller  was  brought  up  in  Alabama,  and 
was  licensed  to  preadi  in  1840  or  1847,  and  ordained 
soon  after.  Elder  Fuller  was  a minister  of  respecta- 
ble talent,  of  great  moral  and  physi(*ad  courage,  and 
tireless  energy.  His  convictions  were  strong  and 
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abiding,  and  lie  brouglit  to  tiieir  support  all  the  ener- 
gy of  liis  ardent  nature,  lie  had  very  few  early  ad- 
vantages, but  such  was  his  <niergy  that  he  surmounted 
difficulties  that  would  hav^e  unnerved  more,  timid  men. 
Elder  Fuller  when  tried  by  the  standard  of  the  schools 
was  not  an  able  preacher,  but  being  a born  leader  he 
was  eminently  successful  as  a pastor,  lie  also  had 
fine  gifts  that  made  liim  useful  in  revival  meetings. 
He  was  much  distinguished  as  a tem])eiauce  lecturer, 
and  for  many  years  had  scarcely  a rival  in  all  the 
land.  He  had  wit  and  sarcasm  pointed  with  anecdote, 
and  apt  illustration,  that  made  him  a formidable  an- 
tagonist; as  a church  member  he  was  humble  and  de- 
vout, as  a citizen  he  was  public  st)irited  and  alive  to 
every  interest  that  concerns  tlie  well-being  of  hi.s  fel- 
low-men. He  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Darudanelle. 
Ark.,  about  1867,  where  he  died  in  1882,  respected  of 
all  who  kue\v**him,  for  his  true  manhood,  his  tireless 
devotion  to  principle,  and  for  his  great  usefulness  as  a 
minister,  neighbor,  and  citizen. 

Elder  J.  Short  was  born  in  lOmtucky  and  came 
with  his  parents  to  Louisiana  wlien  some  15 
years  of  age.  He  joined  Friendshi[)  (the  old 
church,)  November  11,  1850,  when  about  20  years 
old,  and  was  ordaiii(‘d  to  preach  December,  1855. 
Elder  Short  possessed  a high  order  of  talent  and 
at  once  took  rank  among  the  prominent  member 
of  the  d<}nomination.  In  consecpience  of  his 
youthful  appearance  and  rare  gifts  he  was  often 
styled  a born  preacher.’^  He  was  naturally  modest 


' s'*!  hiU^i  ’ 

' ,:■  : ■■  -i  1"/?  ■ ; ' v 

^ ■-  : ,.  ■■■  ■ . V :-;it 

’;  ;■■;'■  ::,:■  - ■ ; 

:■■  ' :,;  ;,■.  '■ 

^ ;>  ■ ’ :-v':  uv  f , ,,' ; 

■ ■ ,■  -.  • •■  nu(:i  ^;V::„'- 

’ V:  : n^'l<  O'H 

^ ::■  r'- 

; ■.'^>1 1,  v■^;;  y .^f{  ^r/r  i>rd  'K  I 

,; : < y y ' ^ ■ ; v , ,: " y,;;  ’'U  ' I ^ >'  f' 

y'  y , y . ^;,  u'-  . ■•ykS’/'y  y ( 

)'y  ' yy  ' ''y'y\  v".-/}'  .yi,i  i.k  cit'i  ,■  ' ■ Vy.’’ 

.y  ■ ;:'.j'y  ..  y‘y.:y'yy  ^:'j!  t ;i:-.,r,l''>;i|I  7'yjV‘t 

,i  ;;yy'  "'T:  y.;  ■ y'vy i!f?y':» <1 

,;yy.  ^ . I'  ■ , y //  / ..,''■7.;. 

.•H!dMn.j'r  ■/'■■';  -yf-'  ''■  ').  , <,i,i;,jl -v*>n ..4  tu? // 'Hr 

: y,  ;r’  '-y  ' ' '•  ■ y'!Ml'V7»''Jv|  oj 

' ,yy  7;..J;7  \)HU  . ,y 's  ! y ; !a' 

■‘■y  ;-:•  H-  . y'  - V .y  . i.  ’-yH':  . 

-:,:y  .yyyy,:  .yj:,  ■•/y.y  ; " ‘ y,;/.  / r’y.y/ 

y.  , ':  ;/  ,yyv ' i ' ? ■),'>y  /;:.7''’y  y >■: 

y - ■ ; M ' y-  y'  y .y:  y';  iJ' 

'-y:  „,.■  ■■  ..  J .yjj.y  fy,  7Mdf'/j 

y/;  •yy,,-y:  .■';^.yj  ’!.'>yy  ;,y 

:'■:  .,.  ;r’  , ,r!  /;  y y'M,,;'jtn)yy,l>  ;/’r  :■'> 

yr^y.  .yy;:'  oii  ■ ai1Mi  ‘‘  U lr>rrt^ 


166 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


and  difiident  and  of  a soiiiewliat  pecnliar  tempera- 
ment; Ids  extraordinary  pfts  ^ave  liim  a commanding' 
prominence.  He*  had  i>oor  literary  advaiita,i»es ; yet  he 
early  stored  his  mind  with  a large  fund  of. useful 
knowledge.  He  was  a ndnister  of  gri‘at  usefulness 
and  hi.s  services  ^vere  in  (‘oustaut  demand.  Of  a sonu‘- 
what  roving  si)irit  he  fiequently  changed  his  ])lace  of 
residence,  he  led  an  eventful  life,  moved  two  or  three 
times  to  Texas,  and  linally  died  in  that  State  while 
yet  young,  in  the  nddsl.  of  great  usefulness,  lamented 
by  a large  circle  of  friends  and  ardent  admirers. 

Elders  L.  J.  Ford  and  D.  Wise  were  good  irien  and 
useful  members.  The  latter  was  long  identified  with 
Coal  Springs  CliurOiand  his  memory  is  still  cherished 
with  ardent  atiection  in  all  that  region. 

Elder  C.  P.  Swinny  was  a minister  of  more  than 
ordinary  ability  capable  of  protracted,  patient  and 
deep  investigation,  and  when  his  })ower;f^)f  investiga- 
tion had  long  been  exercis(‘d  on  a field  there  was  but 
little  left  for  others  to  glean.  Elder  Swinny  was  a 
man  of  strong  couvhdious  and  was  faithful  and  fearless 
in  their  expression.  His  services  were  widely  sought 
and  highly  valued  by  a large  cinde  of  intelligent 
Christian  i)eo}>le.  He  moved  to  Arkansas  near  Hope  in 
1872-d  where  he  died  1880-1,  honored  of  all  who  knew 
him. 

Elder  G.  G.  Wise  becaim*  pastor  at  New  Friendsliip 
Church,  January,  1871,  and  served  tlu‘.  church  for  one 
year.  He  then  lived  and  still  lives  in  Arkansas,  and 
has  become  a distinguished  ndnister  of  the  Gos[>el, 
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and  his  services  are  widely  sought  by  the  more  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  eliuiriies. 

Elder  A.  Harris  liad  gifts  of  a very  higli  order.  He 
had  large  natural  endowments.  His  literary  advan- 
tages were  excellent  and  well  iinin-oved.  He  possessed 
powers  of  juind  rarely  combined  in  the  same  individ- 
ual. He  was  eloquent  as  a s[)eaker,  logical  and  metho- 
dical in  the  arrangement  and  d(‘livery  of  his  sermons. 
His  judgment  and  understanding  were  remarkably 
accurate.  He  was  (*onservative  in  his  feelings  and  ex- 
pressions, tender  and  (*onrteous  in  all  bis  relations. 
Elder  Harris  was  an  honored  and  eminently  useful 
minister  of  the  Gos[>el,  and  had  the  contidence,  esteem, 
and  considerate  regard  of  his  brethren  of  all  denomi- 
nations. His  memory  will  long  be  cherished  by  a 
large  (*ircle  of  the  wise  and  good  of  every  name  and 
class.  He  wgs  well  and  widely  known  for  his  varied 
and  useful  attainments.  He  died  August  U),  1<S71, 
after  an  eminently  useful  life. 

Elder  W.  C.  Moreland  was  well  and  widely  known  as 
an  able  minister,  logi(*al  and  profound.  He  was  a man 
of  strong  (‘onvictions,  with  disposition  and  nerve  to  fol- 
low them  to  their  legitimate  conclusions.  As  a speaker 
he  ranked  high.  lie  was  earm^st  and  forcible.  His  lan- 
guage and  illustrations  were  singularly  ai)i)ropriat«^. 
He  was  tin  honort‘dand  useful  ministtu',  and  serv(*d  with 
much  acc(‘ptanc(‘  as  pastor  of  several  of  tin*  more  promin- 
ent Baj)tist  chnrclu‘s  fora  number  of  y(*ars.  But  failing 
health  gradually  narrowial  his  held  of  labor  till 
^s'ovember  D,  when  ln‘-  fell  a victim  to  general 
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debility,  greatly  lamented  by  a large  circle  of  brethren 
and  friends.  Inkier  Moreland  was  a native  of  Georgia. 
Me  joined  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  and  was  ]>ut  upon 
itinerant  work  in  early  manhood,,  and  labored  witli 
great  acceptance  and  usefulness  for  a number  of  years. 
He  moved  to  Louisiana  about  l8o7  or  185<S.  A few 
years  afterward,  in  conseqmmce  of  a cliaiige  of  views 
on  the  subject  of  baptism  and  kindred  matters,  he 
api)lied  to  xViitioch  (hmrcli  in  Claiborne  Parish  for 
admission,  and  was  subsequently  baptized  into  tlie 
fellowship  of  tliat  church  by  Elder  A.  C.  A.  Simmons, 
and  soon  afterward  ordained  in  180.3,  and  entered 
actively  into  his  chosen  work,  commanding  tlie  respect 
of  all  and  the  admiration  of  many,  by  his  marked 
ability  and  unquestioned  sincerity,  deep  piety  and 
great  useful iniss. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  Baptist  Convention  held  in 
Shreveport,  Jul^y  1885:  Kev.  W illiam  Petei’son  Carter. 
A.  M.,  was  born  in  Pontataci  (k)unty,  Mississippi,  on 
the  12th  of  October,  1852,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Mt. 
Lebanon,  Bienville  Parish,  La.,  on  the  18th  of  dune, 
1885.  He  was  a graduate  of  Mississi])pi  fyollege,  and 
also  (»f  tln^  Southern  Baptist  Theological  S(Muinary. 
He  was  elected  pastor  of  Mt.  Lebanon,  Athens,  and 
Gilgal  churcln*s,  and  also  ehicted  Pi‘(‘sident  of  Mt. 
Lebanon  ('olh‘ge  in  1882,  whic.h  position  he  tilled  with 
credit  to  hims<‘lf  and  to  tln‘  entire,  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  who  elected  him  to  preside  over 
this  venerable  Baptist  College*. 

He  was  a tine  scholar,  soiuul  theologian,  a success- 
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fill  preacher  and  a model  pastor.  He  combined  in  an 
eminent  degree  every  essential  el(‘ment  of  success. 
Thus  has  fallen  a noble  man  in  the  midst  of  usefulness 
and  in  the  prime  of  life.  Where  lie  lived  and  labored  the 
name  of  W.  T.  Carter  will  be  revered  and  his  memory 
embalmed  in  the  affections  of  his  bretliren  and  sisters. 
He  leaves  a wife  and  two  small  children  to  mourn  his 
loss. 

Another  good  man  gone,  the  many  friends  and  asso- 
ciates of  long  ago  of  Elder  II.  Z.  Ardis  will  be.  pained 
to  hear  of  his  death.  But  he  died  with  his  armor  on 
and  as  a shock  of  wheat  ripe  for  the  garner.  The 
health  of  Brother  Ardis  had  been  failing  for  several 
months  so  that  he  could  not  preach,  but  die  took  an 
agency  for  the  sale  of  bibles  and  other  good  books  and 
was  some  twenty  miles  from  home  at  the  time  of 
death. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  just  before  night  he 
arrived  at  the  house  of  Elder  ,1.  A.  Wbilker  apparently 
in  his  accustomed  health.  He  spent  the  night, 
had  a slight  attack  of  difficulty  in  breathing  iluriiig 
the  night  but  got  up  as  well  as  usual  next  morning. 
After  breakfast  he  started  to  Mt.  Lebanon  about  ten 
miles  distant.  The  brother  with  whom  he  had  spmit 
the  night  thought  best  to  go  with  him.  They  had 
gone  about  a mile  whim  he  comjilaiiied  and  had  to  get 
down  and  rest,  lie  insisted  on  going  on  but  had  not 
gone  far  before  he  found  lu‘  could  not  maki*  the  trip  and 
with  ditliculty  got  back  to  the  house  from  whic.h  he 
started.  He  was  assisted  off  of  his  horse  and  iilaced 
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on  a mattress  in  the  gallery  at  the  lionse  and  died  in 
five  minutes.  lie  was  al)le  to  s[)eak  a moment  before 
he  died  giving  evideiu'e  of  eonseioiisness  and  a will- 
ingness to  go.  H(*>  died  with  a sweet  smile  on  his 
eountenanee  which  could  still  be  s(h‘u  when  the  writer 
reached  tliere  ovei'  an  hour  after  his  death.  Brotluo' 
Ardis  was  l)oi*n  on  Beach  Island,  8.  C.,  August  <S, 
1811  j was  married  to  Anna  W.  Biggs  Dec(  iid)er  IM, 
1832.  This  wife  died  in  Florida,  October  10,  1870. 
Four  daughters,  two  married  and  two  single,  the  issue 
of  this  marriage  still  survive.  Brother  Aidis  moved  to 
Louisiana  in  October,  1871,  and  on  the  first  of  May 
following  married  sister  Elizabeth  Cooksey,  who  is  still 
living  to  mourn  hei*  great  loss,  lie  was  raised  by 
Presbyterian  parents  and  united  with  that  church  at 
ail  early  age.  Early  in  the  year  1834.  lie  united  with 
the  Bajitist  Chur(*]i  and  in  the  year  18;h)  at  the  call  of 
Union  Barnwell  District,  8.  C.,  he  was  ordained  by  a 
Presbytery  consisting  of  Elders  Juerson  Brooks,  John 
Broome  and  8amuel  Gibson.  Mis  health  failing  in 
Georgia  he  moved  to  Florida  and  serve<l  the  31adison 
Church  about  twenty-live  yi;ars  as  pastor.  He  has  at 
difierent  times  siM  ved-some  seven  churches  in  Louis- 
iana as  i>astor,  and  never  was  a minist(‘r  more  beloved 
by  his  brethern  or  more  revere<l  by  by  th<^  community 
at  large.  He  was  not  a great,  but  a good,  evangelical 
gospel  pieachcr.  As  a religious  eonversationalist  1 
hav^e  rarely  seen  him  (MjuahMl,  never  surpjissed.  He 
loved  the  8avior  he  siuved  with  all  the  ardor  of  his 
large  heart,  I vvanild  commend  the  bereaved  widow  and 
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his  Godly  daiigiiters  to  tlie  syini){itliy  and  prayers  of 
his  brethern  who  knew  and  loved  liini. 

F.  Courtn>:y. 

]\It.  Lebanon,  Jai.,  dnly  23,  I88L 
That  most  estimable  lady  and  d<*vout  Christian, 
Mrs.  Klizabetli  Ardis,  di<Ml  in  Texas  in  1881,  aftey  a 
lonji'  and  eminently  nsefiil  lift'.  Mrs.  Ardis  spent  most 
of  her  life  in  Claiborne  Parish  La.,  where  she  enjoyed 
the  friendship  and  reverential  admiration  of  all  who 
knew  her  without  ext'e})tion. 

Ilev.  W.  E.  Paxton,  D.  I).,  was  born  in  Little  Eoek, 
Ark.,  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1825,  and  died  June  9th, 
1883.  He  graduated  at  Georgetown  ('ollege,  Ky.,  in 
1853,  and  soon  after  moved  to  Louisiana.  He  taught 
school  in  Mt.  Lebanon  a year  or  two,  when  he  began  the 
practice  of  law  a ml  continued  until  about  the  close  of  tin* 
the  war.  He  entered  the  army  in  the  early  part  of  the 
war.  In  18G1,  he  was  ordained  to  preach,  andinl8G(>, 
he  began  his  pastorate  in  jMindeii,  i)ieaching  also  to 
the  Brier  Point  and  Gilgal  Churches.  He  resigned 
his  pastorate  to  accept  the  ])residency  of  Shreveport 
TJuiversity,  where  he  remaineci  until  1877.  While 
teaching  in  Shreveport,  he  preaelied  (‘very  Sabbath  to 
the  Summer  Grove  Church.  He  passcMl  through  that 
terrible  yellow  fever  there  in  1873;  faithfully  waited  on 
the  sick  and  dying  until  strickcm  down  himself.  As 
soon  as  lu‘  recovered  sutlieiently,  he  resnnu'd  waiting 
on  others  and  continued  till  the  epidemic  was  ov(‘r. 
Kev.  Paxton  moved  to  Memphis  in  1877,  and  during 
the  same  year  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  Centen- 
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ial  Institute,  ^Yarven,  Ark.  Here  be  taught  five - 
yearsf  preaching  at  the  same  time  to  three  churches. 
Health  failing,  he  gave  up  teaching,  and  in  LS83,'  he 
accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Fort  Smith  Church,  Ark., 
where  he  lal>ored  with  fine  results  for  five  months, 
when  he  was  stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  a series  of 
meetings;  thus  ended  the  life  of  a devoted  husband, 
lo\iug  and  kind  father,  and  a faithful  laborer  for  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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OHAPTEK  XlIJ. 

WAR  RECORD. 

The  following  lists  nnd  sketches  were  furnished  us 
by  members  of  the  eomj)iinies,  and  in  almost  every 
instance  were  wholly  from  memory.  There  are  doubt- 
less errors  and  omissions ; but,  if  so,  thej^  were  not  to 
be  avoided.  Indeed,  it  is  a matter  of  surprise  that  these 
old  soldiers,  after  the  lapse  <>f  so  many  years,  and 
without  the  aid  of  their  old  army  rolls  or  other  memo- 
randa, should  now  be  able  to  recall  so  many  of  the 
names  of  their  (jomrades,  and  to  recite  with  such 
minuteness  so  many  circumstances  connected  with 
their  history  and  the  history  of  their  compaides. 

Many  men  living*  on  or  iu‘ar  the  line  enlisted  in 
comijanies  of  adjoining  parishes.  Of  these  it  has  been 
impossible  to  obtain  lists,  except  in  one  instance. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ‘‘  CLAIBORNE  OUARDS,^’  FURNISHED 
BY  W.  C.  COOKSEY. 

This  company  was  organized  in  Homer,  in  April, 
1861,  with  John  Young,  Captain,  and  J.  P>.  Parham, 
J.  M.  Andrews,  and  John  S.  Ybuing,  Lieutenants.  The 
company  left  immediately  for  Xew  Orleans,  where  it 
went  into  the  Second  Louisijina  Ueginumt  of  Infantry, 
(hiptaiu  Young  was  juomoted  to  be  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  regiment,  which  uect^ssitattMl  a m‘w  election  of 
otlicers  for  the  company,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  »l. 
M.  Andrews,  Captain,  ami  »L  P.  Parham,  John  8. 
Young,  and  W.  C.  Leslie,  Lieutenants.  The  regiment 
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remained  about  a week  in  New  Orleaiis^  rtrilliug-,  wlien 
we  were  ordered  to  liicbmoinl,  wliere  Ave  again  spent 
a short  time  in  drilling.  Next,  we  were  ordered  to 
Yorktown,  wliere  we  imssed  a month  in  fortifying  the 
place.  From  Yorktown  we  went  to  Williamsburg, 
where  we  remained  two  months,  drilling  and  throwing 
up  breastworks.  Then  we  moved  about  ten  miles,  to 
the  James  Kiver,  where  we  spent  two  months  more  in 
drilling;  after  which  Ave  Avent  into  winter  quarters 
about  twenty  miles  east  of  YorktoAvn. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  18(>2,  aac  left  Avinter  quarters 
for  Dams  Nos.  1 an  2,  in  the  Peninsula,  where  Ave 
spent  a short  time  Avitliout  any  occurrence  Avorthy  of 
mention,  except  a little  engagement,  Avhich,  in  the 
light  of  subsequent  experience,  we  haA’e  ahvays  re- 
garded as  a very  small  affair.  During  our  stay  on  the 
Peninsula,  tlie  year  for  which  aa  e enlisted  expired,  and 
a reorganization  took  tilace,  resulting  in  the  election  of 
the  folloAA’ing  conqiany  ofiicers : Captain,  A S.  Blithe ; 
Lieutenants,  Cager,  ^Martin,  W.  J.  Beams,  and  J.  L. 
Cotton  ; Sergeant,  Charley  Cheatham. 

From  the  Peninsula  aa’c  Avere  orderd  to  Bichniond, 
and  reached  there  in  time  to  participate  in  the  scA’eii 
days  light  around  that  city,  and  to  realize  something  of 
the  magnitude  of  the  war  in  which  AA^e  had  enlisted. 
After  the  light  around  Bichmond,  A\e  Avere  next 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Bun,  and  soon  after- 
ward in  the  second  battU*  of  3fanassas.  The  secundbattle 
of  Manassas  over,  avo  left  Avitli  Gen.  Lee,  for  Maryland, 
aud  were  ordered  Avith  Gen.  Jackson,  to  llarpeFs 
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Ferry,  which  we  assisted  in  capturing.  From  Harper’s 
Ferry  we  went  immediately  to  Sliari)sbnr^,  reaching 
it  in  time  to  take  i)art  in  tlie  engagement  ot  tliat  place. 
From  Sharpsbiirg  we  were  ordered  to  Fredericksburg 
where,  after  a liard  fight,  we  went  into  winter 
quarters.  In  tlie  spring  of  18fi3,  we  moved  out  of 
winter  quarters  in  the  direction  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  on  the  Ud  of  May,  near  sunset,  were  placed  in 
l)osition  at  Wilderness  Church.  Here  we  were  en- 
gaged in  a most  terrific  fight,  and  here  occured  the 
saddest  event  of  the  war^  the  loss  of  Stonewall 
Jackson.  At  a halt  in  the  charge,  and  while  it  was 
growing  dark,  Jackson  with  a number  of  his  own  staff 
and  a part  of  Gen.  A.  F.  Hill’s,  rode  forward  to  recon- 
noitre, and  proceeded  beyond  the  first  line  of 
skirmishers.  Wliile  galloping  back  through  the  thick 
foliage  to  rejoin  liis  men,  and  to  order  a fresh  charge, 
he  was  mistaken  by  a North  Carolina  regiment  for  the 
enemy,  and  fired  upon.  He  fell,  struck  by  three  balls, 
two  through  his  left  arm  and  one  through  the  palm  of 
his  right  hand.  He  was  quickly  borne  from  the  field, 
placed  in  an  ambulance,  and  driven  to  Wilderness 
Run.  Here  in  a small  farin-house,  about  four  miles 
from  the  scene  of  his  last  gallant  charge,  died  the 
great  commander,  on  Sunday,  the  Sth,  day  of  his 
sufi'ering.  The  death  of  this  grand  soldier  caused 
grief  and  mourning  througliout  the  army,  and  through- 
out the  Confederae.y.  His  place  could  never  be  filled. 
And  to  think  that  the  fatal  shot  should  come  from  Ids 
own  IriendsI 
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Gen.  Stewart  took  Jackson’s  place,  and  the  fif»iitin^ 
(jontinued  several  days  on  tlie  lines  of  the  Kapalian- 
nock.  The  Claiborne  Guards,  were  in  tliree  distinct 
engagements  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  Wilderness, 
that  usually  known  as  tlie  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  that  of  Salem  Cliurch,  which  ended  on  the  night 
of  the  4th  of  May. 

After  the  aifair  at  Chancellorsville  the  remaindei-  of 
the  month  of  May  was  consumed  in  making  pr<*[>ara- 
tions  for  a campaign  into  Pennsylvania,  on  whose 
wheat  fields.  President  Davis  had  declared  on  the 
door  of  the  United  States  Senate,  the  contest  should 
be  carried.  Arrangements  being  complete,  we  left 
about  the  first  of  Jiiiu*  Avith  General  Lee  for  Pennsyl- 
vania. W(‘  had  no  gent*ral  engagement  until  we 
reached  Gettysburg.  Here,  periia])s,  we  were  engaged 
in  the  severest  battle  of  the  Avar.  From  Gettysburg 
we  returned  to  Virginia,  and  soon  after  went  into  win- 
ter quarters  near  Orange  Cimrt- House. 

In  the  Spring  of  1S(>4  Avt*  were  engaged  in  the  seccuid 
Wilderness  fight,  and  in  the  Spottsylvania  Couit- 
Hoiise  fightj  after  whi(‘h  Ave  weiit  with  Early  int(^ 
Maryland  and  took  a hand  in  the  Mojiocacy  bridge^ 
fight.  On  this  tri[)  Ave  came  Avithin  a lew  miles  of 
Washington  City,  and  Gein*ral  Early  deciding,  after  a. 
few  days’  re<H)nnoitering,  not  to  attack  the  |)la(*e,  we 
returned  to  flu*  valley  of  V irginia. 

We  wert‘  next  engaged  successiv(‘ly  in  the  battles  of 
Wiiichester,  Fishei’s  Hill,  and  C(‘dar  Cn'(‘k. 
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After  tlie  battle  of  Cedar  Creek  we  were  order(‘d  to 
Petersbui’j!:,  and  tbere  took  position  on  Lee's  (‘xtreme 
rij^lit,  and  w(*i‘<‘  enpij^ed  in  the  last  battles  around  tliat 
]»la(*e.  Lee  tell  ba<*k  to  Ai)poniafto.\  Court  flouse. 
wliere  lie  sniixMidei-ed  on  the  bth  of  Ainil,  ]S(m.  After 
the  surrender,  we  retnrne<l  by  way  of  Xt‘w  Orleans, 
Baton  Boujie,  and  Alexandria,  an<l  reaelnul  home  in 
the  latter  part  of  May,  LS(>5,  after  a«i  absenee  of  more 
than  four  years. 

ROLL  OF  CLAUJOILNE  Gt'ARJ)S. 

John  Young,  Captain. 

J.  B.  Parham,  1st  Lieutenant. 

J.  M.  Andrews,  2d  Lieutenant. 

J.  S.  Young,  Jd  lieutenant. 

Adams,  J.  L.,  died  in  A^irginia  : A?idri*ws.  F.  M.,  killed 
at  Alalvern  Hill. 

Bridgenian,  flesse,  died  in  ])rison  at  l*oint  Lookout  ; 
Brown,  J.  L.,  lost;  Brown,  A.  X.;  Bowlin,  T.  X.; 
Blythe,  A.  S.;  Blythe,  M.  8.;  Bug^-,  Q.,  died  at 
home,  Claiborne  Parish . 

Cooksey,  \V.  (\,  wounded  in  Wilderness  tight:  ('ook- 
sey,  James,  <lied  in  Biehmond.  Va.;  t'hoat,  J.  M., 
killed  in  second  Wilderness  tight : Coleman,  F.  P.: 
(’oleman,  T.  B.;  Cojadatid,  N.:  Cott<»n,  J.  L.;  (h>x, 
Heniy  L.,  assassinated  since  the  war;  ('lark,  W. 
B.;  Comtson,  W.  (L;  Comtson,  II. ; Ch*gg,  Win.; 
(hdton,  W.  (L;  (hutiT,  B.  B.:  ('heatham,  i'.  11. 
Jlyer,  »T.  1).,  died  at  home  during  the  war;  Deinitz, 
Peter;  Dormaii,  J.  C.;  Davidson,  J.  M.;  Dym-, 
E.  L.j  Dreskill,  Will. 
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Elliott,  J.  M.  B.,  being  over  age  returned  lioine  at  the 
reorganization  in  tlie  reninsula ; Eilaiid,  8.  E., 
died;  Evans,  J.  M.,  killed  in  seeoud  IMaiiassas 
battle. 

Frost,  John,  died. 

Goodson,  M.  S.;  Goodson,  J.  E.;  Griinmett,  W.  J., 
Glover,  E.  P.,  died  sinee  the  war;  Glover,  I.  X.; 
Goodson,  E.;  (4unter,  C.  W.,  and  Garret,  C.  P.; 
both  killed  at  Malvern  Hill;  Garrett,  J.  Ti.;  Gald- 
en,  J.  J. 

Henderson,  E.  T.,  blown  up  in  gunboat  off  coast  of  N. 
C.;  Harris,  Ben.  E.,  died  at  Williamsburg;  Harris, 
E.  W.;  Harris,  J.  T.;  Harris,  C.  H.,  died  since  the 
war ; Hall,  W.;  Henry,  L.  P„  killed ; Haley,  E. 
B.;  Hightower,  W.  C.;  Hays,  Seaborne,  killed ; 
Hays,  J.  B.;  Heard,  W.  H.;  Johnson,  J.;  Jeter,  J. 
W.;  Justis,  W.  A. 

Kinnebrew,  J.  D.,  transferred  to  another  company; 
Kimball,  M.  L.,  killed ; Kilgore,  B.  F.;  Kindrick, 
J.  P.;  Kirkpatrick,  E.  B.,  killed  at  Cedar  Eun; 
Kilgore,  Eobert. 

Lyons,  J.  8.;  Leseur,  F.  A.,  killed  at  the  second  battle 
of  Manassas ; Leslie,  W.  F.;  Leslie,  W.  C.,  died 
since  the  war;  Leake,  J.  F.,  killed  at  Malvern 
Hill ; Lay,  L.  E.,  returned  home  at  reorganiza- 
tion, and  joined  the  Trans-31ississippi  Army; 
Leonard,  A\".  P.  G, 
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McClendon,  A.,  killed  at  Cedar  Ivan;  Meadors,  J.  C., 
wounded  in  Valley  cam])ai^n ; Martin,  G.  W.; 
Martin,  M.;  Mesliaw,  Alex.,  returned  lioiiie  at  re- 
organization, over  age;  -Miller,  B.  1C;  jMiller, 
Frank,  killed  at  second  Wilderness;  Mullinix,  S. 
P.,  died  in  prison.  Camp  Douglas,  111.;  jMullinix, 
G.  W.,  killed  at  second  .Manassas;  Monk,  J.  T.; 
Modi  sett,  J. 

Orear,  B.  F.,  killed  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Price,  W.,  blown  up  on  gunboat  oil*  coast  of  C.; 
Patton,  W.  S.,  killed  at  ^Malvern  Hill ; Phillips, 
L.  A.,  killed  at  second  Wilderness  ; Pratt,  C.  B. 

Quarles,  G.  W.,  died  at  Winchester,  Va. 

Kysidon,  T.  J.,  killed,  ^rarch  8,  1803;  Peynolds,  L. 
F.  B.;  Kobeson,  B.  F.,  killed  at  ^Malvern  Hill ; 
Reams,  W.  J.;  Ragland,  Alex.,  lost  arm  at  Char- 
lottesville ; Roberson,  L.  B.,  killed;  Riley,  X.  B.; 
Reams,  R.  xV.;  Simms,  B.  F.;  Short,  xV.  J.;  Sem- 
sing,  Z.,  died  of  sickness  during  the  war;  Simons, 
J.  E.;  Simmons,  J.  B.,  killed  at  Malvern  Hill ; 
Scridon,  ]S.,  killed  by  a comrade  in  North  Carolina  ; 
Smith,  R.  C. 

Thornton,  B.  F.,  killed  at  Gettysburg;  Thornton,  G. 
P.;  Thompson,  R.  E.;  Thompson,  J.  R.;  Thompson,* 
C.  11.,  died  since  the  war;  Toonny,  L.  1’.;  Taylor, 
J,  L.,  killed  at  Gettysburg;  Taylor,  S.  ^l.;  Trager, 
Mike,  killed. 
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Wyche,  L.  P.,  killed;  Wise,  A.;  Webb,  C.;  AVilsoii, 
W.  P.,  killed  at  Chaneelloi'sville ; Williams,  V.  A., 
died  since  the  war  : White,  G.  AY.,  killed  ; -White- 
head,  G.  AA\,  killed;  AA'arren,  G.  W.;  AA^alker, 
J.  AI.,  died  : AAA’enn,  G.,  killed  at  Cedar  Hun. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  “ IMINDE.N  BLUES,’’  FURNISHED  BY 
MR.  G.  L,  P.  WREN. 

This  company  was  organized  and  mustered  into 
service  in  April,  1801,  at  Alinden,  which  town  was 
then  embraced  within  the  territory  of  Claiborne  Par- 
ish. J.  L.  Lewis  was  elected  captain,  and  B.  F.  Sims, 
Thos.  Tompkins,  and  Win.  Blackwell,  lieutenants. 
Oil  the  8th  of  June  following  the  comi»auy  left  Min- 
deu  for  New  Orleans,  wlnu’e  it  joined  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Eighth  Louisiana  Regiment  of  Infantry, 
with  Henr}’  B.  Kelly  as  colonel,  and  Francis  T. 
Nichols  (now  ex-Gov.  Nichols)  as  lieutenant-colonel. 
The  company  with  the  regiment  left  for  Virginia  on 
the  7th  of  July,  went  immediately  to  Manassas,  and 
was  placed  in  the  command  of  Gen.  Beauregard.  It 
was  known  in  the  regiment  as  Company  G.  Soon 
after  reaching  Alanassas  we  were  called  into  active 
service,  being  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run  and 
First  Alanassas,  fought  on  the  18th  and  iMst  of  July. 
We  remained  here  until  the  spring  of  18(J2,  and  the 
twelve  months  for  which  we  had  milisted  having  ex- 
].nred,  we  reorganized  and  enlistt'd  for  the  war.  In 
the  re-organization,  B.  F.  Sims  was  clmseu  captain,  and 
S.  Y.  Webb,  N.  J.  Saundlin,  and  G.  L.  P,  Wren,  lieu- 
tenants. 
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In  April,  1802,  General  Dick  Taylor^s  Brig^ade,  to 
which  vre,  belonged,  crossed  the  Blue  Kidge  ^Mountains 
and  joined  Gen.  Stonewall  Jacksoids  command,  to 
which  Taylor  had  been  transferred.  We  engaged  the 
(Uiemy  at  Front  Eoya!  on  the  23d,  at  Middle  Town  on 
the  24th,  and  at  Winclnvster  on  the  25th  of  May,  our 
company  taking  part  in  all  these  fights.  The  enemy 
was  defeated  and  ])ursued  until  his  whole  arm 3^,  under 
Banks,  was  driven  across  the  Potomac.  Jackson, 
hearing  of  Fremont  and  Shields  on  either  side  of  the 
Shenandoah  Eiver  inclosing  his  rear,  made  a hasty 
detour  uj)  the  Shenandoah  towards  Staunton,  and  giv- 
ing battle,  defeated  both.  Com]>an3’  a\  as  actively’ 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys  on  the  18th,  and 
in  that  of  Port  Ec])ubli(!,  on  the  hth  of  June,  1802. 

Gen.  Jackson  was  now  ordered  to  Eichmond,  where 
the  company,  under  him,  was  engaged  in  all  the 
fights  around  that  place ; Coal  Harbor,  Malvern  Hill, 
and  others. 

We  were  next  engaged  in  Second  Manassas  battles, 
ill  which  we  fought  four  successive  days.  The  writer 
was  in  command  of  the  company  at  the  time,  and  can 
testify  that  it  did  good  lighting  here,  and  sudered 
severely. 

From  here  we  mandied  into  Maiyland,  crossing  tlie 
botomac  at  Leesburg.  Re-crossing  at  Williamsport 
We  took  IlarpePs  Ferry  on  the  15th  of  September; 
and  then  crossing  for  the  third  time,  we  fought  the 
destructive  battle  of  Sharpslmrg  on  the  17th.  We 
curried  oufy  18  men  into  this  light,  many  having  been 
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left  behind  on  the  forced  march  to  reacli  this  ]>»)intin 
time,  and  when  the  wounded  were  borne  from  the 
field,  only  three  of  the  comj)any  were  left  stundiug. 
Our  next  engagement  was  at  Fredericksburg  in 
December  following. 

In  the  spring  of  1803,  we  i>articipated  in  the  fights 
around  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellorsville.  Next 
we  were  engaged  in  the  fight  at  Gettysburg,  the 
greatest  battle  of  tlie  war.  On  the  7th  of  November, 
1863,  our  brigade  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  liappahannock,  when  many  of  the 
company  were  wounded  and  made  prisoners.  On  the 
5th  of  May,  1864,  we  took  part  in  the  engagement 
known  as  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  we  con- 
tinued to  fight  every  day  until  the  12tli,  on  which  day, 
the  writer,  with  a large  part  of  the  Division  was  cap- 
tured near  Spottsylvania  Court  Flouse,  and  he  was 
never  again  with  the  Company.  The  Company  con 
tinned  in  active  service  to  the  end,  taking  a hand  in 
the  various  actions  around  Eichmoiid  and  in  the 
Valley,  until  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  on  the  9tli. 
day  of  April,  1865. 

ROLL  OF  THE  ‘‘  MINDEN  BLUES.” 

J.  L.  Lewis,  Captain — resigned  in  April,  1862. 

B.  F.  Si:ms,  1st  Lieuteuaut — afterward  Captain — 
died  ill  August,  1862. 

Tiios.  Tompkins,  2d  Ijicutenant — left  after  the  n*- 
organi/ation  in  April,  1862. 

Wm.  Blackwell,  3d  Lieutenant. 

J.  H.  Webb,  Sergeant. 
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Alumus,  Asa. 

l^vkin,  John ; Bnrson,  E.  L.;  Barksdale,  X.;  Bell, 
B.,  killed  ill  ^[aiylaiul  in  IShE  1 think;  Boon, 
Clus;  Burnham,  Win.,  killed  in  ^laryland  ’ in 
18G4 ; Burnett,  Cub,  kilh‘d  somewhere  in  the 
valley ; Berry,  Thos.,  dieil  of  si(*kness ; Beach, 
Miles,  wounded,  valley  campaign;  Butler,  Colum- 
bus ; Beck,  Dallas,  lost  a leg  at  ^Malvern  Hill  in 
1802;  Bailey,  Bunch;  Bailey,  John,  killed  at 
Frederiekburg  in  1803;  Bailey,  Ed.,  kilh‘d  in 
battle. 

Canfield,  M«arion;  Collius,  .Tames,  killed  at  Sharps- 
burg,  1802;  Collins,  Joe,  wounded;  Collins, 
George,  killed  near  Eichmond,  1802;  Cox,  M.  S.; 
Crawford,  W.  A.;  Cue,  Miles,  killed  at  Shar])s- 
burg;  Crichton,  George,  died  at  Manassas,  1801; 
Crichtou,  Wm.,  killed  at  Port  Kepublie,  June  9th, 
1802 ; Crichton,  .Tack. 

Dafiin,  George;  Dawson,  Thomas. 

Fincher,  Joe. 

Garrison,  W.  O.,  wounded  and  lost  a arm  at  Malvern 
Hill;  Godley,  Jesse;  Gentry,  Rus  ; Gerrin.  John, 
died  at  Manassas,  18()1 ; Genan,  Wm.  S.;  Grounds, 
Josh  ; Grounds,  John. 

Hadley,  Dave;  Hutchins,  James;  Helms,  Aaron, 
wounded  at  FrtMerickburg,  1803;  Hamilton  E.  J.; 
Rowell,  Greim. 

Kemp,  Steven,  wounded — lost  a leg;  Kingtuy — Kim- 
ball, Kit,  killed;  Kimball,  George,  died  at  home; 
King,  Thos.,  wounded  at  Winchester, 
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Lon^,  Robert;  Lancaster,  John;  Leary,  Jolm;  Lewis, 
Will  S.;  Lewis,  Phillips;  Lewis,  A.  L.;  Loftiii,  Joe, 
died  trom  a wound  rt*c-eiv^ed  at  Frederickbnrg, 
18()3. 

Murrell,  Perry,  died  from  wounds  re(5ei\'ed  at  (rcdtys- 
bur^^  ; Murrell,  John,  died  from  wounds  received  at 
Sharpsburg' ; Murrell,  Sim. diial  in  18(>2of  measles  ; 
Morris,  Janson ; Morris,  Jesse,  killed;  McNealy, 
Willy,  killed  at  second  .Manassas;  Moreland,  Tur- 
ner; Muri»hy,  Pat;  Mason,  John  ; Morrow,  Thos.; 
Morrow,  (lillam,  ditsl  in  1S(>1;  Morrow,  Wm. ; 

. Morrow,  Wilson  ; Mclntire,  John  ; McFarland,  B. : 
McCoy,  Henry;  ^Montgomery,  Tab;  Montgomery, 
Marshall,  killed  in  18(>4 ; .Alontgomeiy,  Russell, 

killed  at  Malvern  Hill,  ISOi^;  McManus,  : 

Montzingo,  John,  killed  at  Port  Republic,  18G2 : 
Martin,  Wm.;  ^Martin,  J.  R.,  left  near  Ricdimond. 
sick — liasnT  been  heard  of  since:  McKemie,  Ab., 

died  in  Richmond,  18G2 ; Malone, ; Elands, 

James ; ^Iclvee,  Jamt‘s,  killed  at  Port  Republic, 
18G2;  Montzingo,  Henry,  died  in  18G1. 

Noland,  James;  Nunn,  Gus. 

Oneal,  Munroe  ; Oneal, . 

Pinkard,  John,  died  in  i)rison.  Klmira,  N.  V.,  18(55 ; 
Pinkard,  G.  G.;  Phillips,  flames;  Pratt,  Fd.,  died 
at  Manassas,  18(51  ; Piuitt,  C.  B.,  wounded  at 
Sharpsbnrg,  18(52. 

Rawls,  John,  killed  at  ^lalvern  Hill;  Rawls,  Frank; 
Rawls,  Wm.,  died  at  5Ianassas,  18(51  ; Rodrigres. 
Raymond,  wounded  at  second  Manassas,  18G2,  ' 
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Simmons,  FeT(lin;uid,  killed  at  Malvern  Hill*,  Sim- 
mons, Lowry,  killed  at  Gettyslmrg’;  Simmons, 
Albert;  Strickland,  Mose  ; Strickland,  Sol.;Seyar, 
James,  killed  at  Malvinn  Hill;  Strickland,  E. ; 

Shaw,  Sam  ; Shaw, ; Sandlin,  X.  J.,  wounded. 

— lost  a finj^er  at  Frederickburg- ; Smith,  R.  A;, 
wounded  at  Manassas  and  at  Gettysburg;  Scrntt, 
Walter,  transferred  to  Ihth  regiment ; Scott,  Rob- 
ert, joined  IDth  regiment  and  killed  at  Nashville. 
Thompson,  Lafayette,  died  irom  wounds  receivtal  at 
Frederickburg  ; Tooly,  Thos. ; Thomas,  Ephraim. 
Thomas,  fludge. 

Webb,  S.  Y.;  Wren,  G.  L.  P.,  wounde<l  at  Sharpsburg, 
1802 ; Williams,  d.  S.,  killed  in  Wilderness  tight, 
18(J4;  Williams,  Chas,,  killed  at  Sharpsburg,  1802: 
West,  Richard ; Walker,  I.  0.,  killed  at  Gains' 
Mill,  near  Richmond,  1802;  Walker,  Monroe; 
AValker,  G.  W.,  wounded  in  Wilderness — lost  a 
leg;  Walker,  N.  II.;  Watkins,  \u  B.,  afterward 
joined  Webb’s  company,  1802,  now  Judge  Wat- 
kins of  Ooushatta,  La. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ‘^>IO(>RE  INVTNCIUI.ES,”  FURNISH  FI) 
BY  MR.  CHARLES  '\IOREr,AND. 

This  com])any  was  raised  in  tin*  vicinity  of  Homer, 
and  was  the  thi^d  to  leave  the  j)arish  for  the  seat  ol‘ 
war.  The  •‘(Maiborne  Guanis’’  and  the  ‘LMinden 
Blues”  having  pn‘ceded  it  only  two  or  three,  w(*eks. 
It  was  must<‘r(Hl  into  S(‘rvice  at  (kimj)  Moon*,  La.,  on 
the  loth  of  duin*,  1801,  for  t in*  term  of  twelve  mouths, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  hth  Louisiana  Infantry,  which 
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was  then  forming,  its  letter  being  “A,”  and  its  posi-  | 
tion  on  the  extreme  riglit;  and  in  this  position  it  ^ 
served  during  the  war.  Sliortly  after  its  organization  I 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Virginia,  and  reported  to  , 
Gen.  Beauregard  at  Manassas.  We  served  under  I 
Beauregard  until  January,  1802,  when,  in  accordance  | 
with  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  tlie  company  i 
reinlisted  for  the  war,  receiving,  therefor,  bounties  I 
and  furloughs.  Returning  after  a sixty  days’  fur-  ^ 
lough  the  company  reorganized  by  electing  new  offi-  j 
cers,  whose  names  and  rank  appear  in  the  company  | 
roll,  under  the  head  of  ‘‘Second  Organization.”  I 

After  reorganization  the  company^  was  assigned  to  I 
the  corps  of  the  immortal  Stonewall  Jackson,  with  \ 
which  it  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  i)articipat-  j 
ing  in  the  following  battles  and  skirmishes,  to-wit:  \ 

Front  Royal,  Middletown,  lirst  Winchester,  Fort  j 
Republic,  Cross  Keys,  seven  day’s  battles  around  \ 
Richmond,  Cedar  Mountain,  second  Manassas,  Sharps  » 
burg.  Harper’s  Ferry,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors  I 
ville,  second  Kernstown,  second  Winchester,  Getty s-  * 
burg,  Raccoon  Ford,  Rappahajinock  Station,  lianovei  ’ 
Junction,  and  in  all  the  marches  and  battles  of  Early  ; 
from  the  time  his  corps  (tlie  “ Old  Stonewall”)  Nvas  j 
detached  from  Lee’s  main  army  and  s^mt  to  Lynchbuig  ^ 
to  meet  Hunter,  until  the  battle  of  Fisher’s  Hill.  \ 

The  most  prominent  of  these  engagements  were  the  | 
battle  of  ^lonocacy  in  Maryland,  the  movement  on  f 
Washington,  Opegnon  Creek,  and  Fisher’s  Hill 
mentioned. 
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After  the  Fisher’s  Hill  fight  the  Compaiiy  rejoined 
Lee  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  nobly  l>oreits  j>art  in  the 
final  struggles,  undergoing  all  the  hardships  of  the  re- 
treat from  there  to  Ap])oinattox  Cmirt-Uouse,  where.it 
laid  down  its  arms  and  quietly  accex)ted  the  situation 
with  the  conscientious  conviction  of  all  duty  untlinclr 
ingly  performed. 

Before  bringing  this  sketch  to  a close  we  will  mention 
briefly  some  changes  which  took  jdace  among  the 
Company  officers,  resulting  from  resignations,  deaths, 
and  other  causes.  The  first  of  these  was  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  1st  Lieutenant  Alf.  Blackman,  whose 
place  was  filled  by  2d  Lieutenant  Grigsby;  3d  Lieu- 
tenant Wilbur  F.  Blackman  became  2d  Lieutenant, 
and  Bledsoe  Howell  was  elected  from  the  ranks  to  be 
3(1  Lieutenant.  This  was  the  only  change  under  the 
first  organization.  Under  the  second  organization  the 
tlie  first  change  resulted  from  the  death  of  3rd  Lieu, 
tenant  Mills,  Napoleon  Henderson  being  chosen  to  fill 
this  vacancy.  Then  came  the  death  of  Cajitain  Grigsby, 
hilled  at  Sharpsburg  while  in  command  of  the  regiment. 
Pirst  Lieutenant  Montgomery  now  became  Captain  by 
promotion,  2d  Lieutenant  Bowling  filling  his  x)lace^ 
and  Napoleon  Henderson  becoming  2nd  Lieutenant, 
while  Sergeant  Merrill  Boland  was  elected  3d  Lieu- 
tenant. 

Na|)oIeon  Henderson,  now  2d  Lieutenant,  was 
hilled  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  3d  Lieutenant  Boland 
hecame  2d  Lieutenant,  while  Sergeant  Wm.  Dansby 
was  the  conqjany’s  choi(;e  for  3d  Lieutenant. 
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Lieutenant  Bowling  being’  seriously  wounded  ami  | 
captured  at  Gettysburg,  was  never  after  able  to  do  j 
active  service.  Montgoimny  having  lost  a leg  in  a I 
skirmish  at  Kernstown,  was  placed  on  the  retired  list,  | 
leaving  the  coiu])any  in  the  command  of  Lieutenant  | 
Roland,  who,  in  ISG4,  was  sent  to  Louisiana  on  detached  j 
service.  The  command  now  d<‘Volv(*d  on  Lieutenant  I 
Dansby,  our  only  remaining  commissioned  otlicer,  who.  \ 
Iniving  serve<l  from  Front  Royal  in  18G2,  to  Peters-  | 
burg  in  18G5  without  missing  a battle  or'  losing  a day  j 
from  duty,  was  killed  in  the  last  fight  in  which  the  i 
company  engaged,  x)resenting  for  tlie  admiration  of  his  | 
surviving  comrades,  an  example  of  lieroic  devotion  to  i 
a cause  they  all  held  to  be  sacred.  j 

In  conclusion,  the  writiT  of  this  sliort  sketch  craves  j 
the  indulgence  of  the  surviving  veterans  of  Comiiany  • \ 
“A,”  and  ai)ologizes  for  tlie  ineoinjileteness  of  the  1 
company  roll,  and  for  other  inaccuracies  herein.  Some  j 
names- of  persons  who  were  wa)unded  or  killed,  as  well  | 
as  the  names  of  the  battles  in  wdiich  tliey  su tiered,  \ 
have,  no  doubt,  escaxied  Ids  memory  ; for  he  has  been  I 
comx)elled  to  rely  solely  on  memory,  unaided  by  muster  | 
roll  or  other  written  data.  After  the  lapse  of  twenty  | 
years,  no  wonder  that  the  memory  sliould,  in  some  j 
instances,  be  at  fault.  He  regrets  that  the  task  of  | 
jireparing  this  narrative  did  not  devolv(‘  upon  some 
one  more  comi>etent  to  do  the  subject  Justice. 

ROLL  OF  THE  “MOORE  INVINCIBLES.’^ 

Officers  in  First  Onjanizaiioit, 

K.  L.  Capers,  Captain. 
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Alf.  Blackman,  1st  liieiitenant. 

Kydon  Grigsby,  2d  Lieutenant. 

W.  F.  Blackman,  ;FI  Lientiniant. 

Tiros.  Bowling,  Orderly  Seriieant 
Merrill  Roland,  2d  Sergeant. 

dd  Sergeant. 

Frank  Montgomery,  4tl»  Sergeant. 

Officers  in  Sccotnl  Organ izniion. 

Rydon  Grigsby,  Captain,  killed  at  Sharpsburg. 

Frank  Montgomery,  1st  Lieutenant,,  lost  leg  at 
Winchester,  Ya. 

Thos.  Bowling,  2d  Lieutenant,  wounded  at  Get- 
tysburg. 

Wm.  Mills,  3d  Lieutenant,  wounded  and  died  at 
Harper’s  Ferry. 

Wm.  Dansby,  Orderly,  killed  at  Petersburgh. 
Merrill  Roland,  2d  Sergeant. 

y.  Henderson,  3d  Sergeant,  killed  at  Harper’s 
Ferry. 

JA3IES  Arrington,  4th  Sergeant,  wounded  ut 
Wilderness. 

W.  W.  Arbuckle,  Company  Surgeon. 

Anderson,  Martin,  killed  at  INdursburgh  : Arthur,  ; 
Arthur,  S.;  Arrington,  dolm  ; AM'brey,  Win., 
died  at  Gordonsville : Anderson,  M.  V.,  killed  at 
Second  Manassas. 
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Blackman,  A.  O.;  Berry,  Wm.,  died  in  camp;  Brown, 
Jack,  wounded  at  ]\Ionocacy,  Md.;  Bernard, 
L.  IL,  killed  at  (Tcttysbiirg' ; Butler,  Lit, 
wounded  at  Gettys!)iii  <>  ; Barrow,  Wm.:  Berry, 
Thomas;  Blackwell,  dames;  Boyle,  John;  Bias, 
Walker;  Bonner,  John,  wounded  at  First  Win- 
chester ; Beauchamp,  Wm.;  Bonn,  Jake,  killed  at 
Fredericksburg;  Butler,  Wm.  ; Butler,  James, 

killed  at ; Bryant,  James;  Blackman,  H. 

B. 

Cook,  Alf.,  killed  at  Second  Manassas;  Cook,  John; 
Clilibrd,  Mike;  Chaney,  Wm.,  wounded  at  Spott- 
sylvania;  Cardwell,  Jim,  killed  at  IMalvern 
Hill ; Chandler,  Jesse,  wounded  ; Calhoun,  Wm., 
killed  ; Crump,  Joe,  killed  at  First  Winchester ; 

Connelly, , killed  ; Carr,  Thus.,  wounded 

at  Wilderness  ; Calheren,  Bell;  Cleveland,  Watt, 

. died  at  Charlottesville. 

Dawkins,  Jack,  wounded  ; Dean,  Wm.;  Dunkin,  Pat; 
Dean,  B..lost  arm  at  Petersburg;  Evans,  Henry : 

Fomby,  II.;  Fomby,  Walker. 

Garrett,  Ed.;  Gallishan,  G.;  Gillespie,  Pat,  lost  an 
arm;  Grigsby,  Dick,  killed  at  Second  Manassas; 
Griftin,  Dunk. 

Hill,  Dave,  wounded  at  Shaipsburg ; Heftlin,  Jake, 

died  at  Gordonsville  ; Tlelilin, , died  at 

Gordonsville ; Harrison,  Sam,  killed;  Howell, 
Daniel,  died  at  Camp  Bituiville ; Howell,  Bledsoe; 
Harvill,  Sam’l,  wounded  at  Sharpsburg. 

Irby,  Frank;  Irby,  Wm.  wounded  at  Gettysburg. 
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Jones,  Jesse,  wounded  ; Johns,  James ; Johnson,  W. 

S. ,  wounded  at  Gettysburg ; Johnson,  J.  AV., 
killed  accidentally  at  Fredericksburg  ; Jones,  W. 

Kinnebrew,  D.,  wounded. 

Lewis,  C.  died  in  hospital ; Lakins,  AVm.  died. 

Moore,  Tim,  killed  at  Sharsburg  •,  Aforrell,  White : 
Murry,  Barney;  McDonald,  Jack;  Moreland,  C; 

T. ,  wounded  at  AVinchester;  Myers,  I.  V., 
wounded ; Alyers,  J.  AY. ; Alurrill,  Jack,  died ; 
Murrill,  John,  died  in  lurspital ; Alerrit,  AYm., 
wounded  at  Second  Manassas  and  at  Bappa- 
hannock ; McGowan,  Joe ; AIcGowan,  Cargo ; 
McLeod,  Henry  ; Mackin,  Wm. ; Alatthews,  John  ; 
Martin,  N.,  wounded  at  Second  Alanassas. 

Peddy,  Wm. ; Pilcher,  John;  Peterson,  Thomas,  lost 
an  arm ; Pate,  Thos.,  died  at  Camp  Bienville ; 
Pate,  Blake,  died  at  Camp  Caroudelet ; Pate 
Jerome. 

Reader,  John,  killed  at  Shari)sburg  ; Reid,  Tom  ; Reid, 
Green,  killed  at  rredericksburg;  Rowell,  died  at 
hospital;  Rogers,  C.,  wounded;  Rogers,  George. 

Stewart,  Jim,  killed  at  Second  Winchester;  Stewart, 
J,  D.,  wounded  at  Second  Alanassas ; Stacks, 
George ; Simmons,  Wm.,  lost  an  arm ; Solomon, 
AA^m. ; Stanalan,  Jet!;  Swift ; Sanding,  F.  wounded 
at  Sharpsburg;  Scott,  Jesse,  died  at  Point  Look- 
out in  prison  ; Smart,  A.  D.  ; Spinks,  F.  Captured; 
Stanland,  J.  G. 
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Tuggle,  N. ; Torrence,  Tom,  wounded  and  captured 
at  Sharpsburg;  Thurston,  O.,  lost;  Tippet,  John, 
died  at  Camp  Bienville  ; Tippet,  (leorge. 
Voluntine,  Jerry. 

Whittington,  .toe,  wounded  at  Second  Manassas; 
Whittington,  John  ; Wise,  Polk,  killed  at  Second 
Manassas;  Whitlock,  Jim;  Wilson,  Walter; 
Wilson,  James;  Walker,  trreen,  died  at  Win- 
chester, V^a.;  Walker,  George,  wounded  at  Sharps- 
burg; Walker,  J.  Jl.,  captured  at  Gettysburg: 
Walker,  M.;  Watson,  J.  H.,  died  in  hospital  at 
Manassas ; Worldly,  Hiram. 

Yancy,  Daniel. 

HISTORV  OF  THE  ‘‘CLAIBORNE  RANGERS.” 

The  following  account  is  compiled  from  notes  and 
memoranda  fiirnishe<l  us  by  a numlxu'  of  the  surviving 
members  of  the  (Jouipany. 

The  ‘‘Rangers”  left  Homer  about  1st  of  July,  I8hl, 
for  Camp  Moore,  La.,  when*  they  were  mustered  into 
the  service  and  became  Com[>any  ‘CB  ” of  the  llith 
Louisiana  Volunteers.  The  regiment  remained  at 
Camp  Moore,  under  instiiictions  for  about  seven 
weeks,  when,  in  the  latter  part  of  August,  it  was  .sent 
to  Columbus,  lAentucky,  stopping  a few  days  on  the 
way  at  Union  City,  Tennessee.  The  Company  remain- 
ed at  Columbus  until  its  (*.vacuation,  when  it  was  sent 
to  New  Madrid,  Missouri;  tlnmce  to  Island  Ten,  where 
it  remained  only  a few  days;  and  thence  to  Pt.  Pillow, 
where  it  remaineil  from  March  until  May,  iShiV  The 
115th.  Louisiana,  together  with  one  Battalion  of 
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infantry,  and  the  heavy  artillery  constituted  at  this 
I time  the  garrison  of  tlie  i)lace,  and  were  subjected  to 
a sixty-days  bombardment  from  the  lieet  of  l^Valeral 
gunboats.  After  the  evacuation  of  J^'t.  Tillow  * in 
May,  we  were  sent  to  North  Mississijjpi,  and  from  here, 
after  undergoing  much  and  thorough  drilling,  and  a 
good  deal  of  marching  and  counter-marcliijig,  we  were 
ordered,  about  the  7th  of  August,  to  llaton  It  >uge  to 
reinforce  Gen.  Brechinridge,  but  arriviid  too  late  by 
two  hours  to  participate  in  the  tight  at  that  place. 
We  were  now  sent  ba<dv  to  North  Mississipt)i,  and 
took  part  in  the  second  battle  of  Corinth  ; after  which 
we  went  into  winter  quarters,  near  Grenada,  Mississ- 
ippi. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  we  were  sent  to  the  vicinity 
of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  and  were  iii  the  battle  of 
Baker’s  Creek,  on  the  IGthof  May,  where  the  company 
suffered  considerably,  several  being  -wounded.  The 
regiment  was  in  General  Loring’s  Division,  which 
being  cut  off'  from  Vicksburg,  went  out  at  night 
through  the  enemy’s  lines,  marching  thirty-six  hours 
without  rest  or  food;  and  joimal  tiie  forces  of  General 
tl.  E.  Johnston  at  Jackson.  From  this  time  until  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg,  on  the  Tth  of  July,  the  company 
under  General  Johnston,  was  maiueuvering  in  the  rear 
of  Grant’s  army.  After  the  surrender  of  V^icksburg, 
We  \vx‘iit  to  Jackson  where  we  wi.'re  attacked  by  the 
Eederals,  and  w'en‘,  engaged  eiglit  days.  Being  llaidvcd 
by  the  enemy,  we  were  com])elled  to  fall  back  <‘ast- 
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wjird  to  Braiidoij.  jlississi}»i)i.  After  consuming  tbe 
full  ill  luaiKPurveriii^'  and  mareliin^i^  back  and  fortli  on 
tlie  lines  of  the  railroads,  we  went  into  winter  quarters 
at  Bemopolis.  Al.ibuua.  lva,i-ly  in  ISGl,  we  were 
ordered  to  join  the  army  of  (loneral  flohnston,  in  fortli 
Geori4i:q  ami  arrived  in  time  to  take  a hand  in  the 
battle  of  Kes  ica,  the  tirst  in  tlie  series  of  (ni.Ah^’^* 
inents  i;i  that  memorable  ('.am])ai,u'n  a^adnst  Sherman. 
Tlie  company  was  also  in  the  tyahts  at  Lost  ^loiintain 
and  Lethel  Church,  and  was  eipa’aj^ed  almost  daily 
until  the  fadlof  Atlanta,  siilleriip^- heavy  loss,  especially 
on  the  2-d  of  July,  at  Peachtree  Creek  before  Atlanta. 
x\fter  the  fall  of  xVtlanta,  the  company  was  in  General 
Hood’s  Tennessee  Campaign,  and  were  engaged  with 
the  enemy  almost  daily  ifom  Atlanta  to  Dalton.  We 
Avere  in  the  advance  from  Columbia  to  Franklin,  Ten- 
nessee, and  among  the  first  to  charge  the  Federals  at 
Franklin.  We  Avere  also  in  the  figlit  before  iNashville. 
In  the  tAvo  last  named,  Ave  suffered  seAunldy  in  killed 
and  Avouiided.  After  the  action  at  iSTaslivillc,  we 
retreated  to  Florence,  Alabama,  and  thence  Avent  to 
Corinth,  ]\rississippi,  where  Ave  Avero  sui)plied  Avith 
clothing  Avhii'.li  we  Avere  greatly  in  need  of,  and  also 
droAv  six  months’  wages.  The  majority  of  us  had 
marched  from  Nashville,  Tennessee,  to  Corinth,  iUiss- 
issip[)i,  over  tli(‘  fiv.zen  ground  Avitliont  shoes.  We 
wrapped  i»ur  bad  with  ragsaiul  pii'ces  of  blankets,  and 
were  thus  f)  some  extent  protected  from  the  seviur 
frost.  During  tlie  gieater  })art  of  tliis  trip  Ave  reccuA'cd 
only  one-third  rations  of  cornmeal  ami  bacon,  the 
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country  wo  passed  tliroui^li  liavin.e,*  been  exhausted  and 
laid  waste  by  tlie  two  armies  the  ]>r(  vinus  sorin':;. 
5Iiicli  ot‘  the  timber  on  tlie  way  was  disnl,  liaviii.c;'  been 
killed  by  eannou  shots  and  sln'Iis.  Wa.ste  ('orn  liad, 
in  man\'  places,  eanu.'  up  and  lamie  nnbla'n.s,  v/hlclithe 
liuii,i4*ry  men  would  n’athfM-  and  <‘at  vnr;un;>nsly. 

Ill  February,  l.Sho,  the  company  was  <n/dcred  to 
join  Gen.  Johnston  in  Xorth  Carolina.  All  n jijiced 
at  the  tliouglit  of  bein,j;‘  once  more  under  the  eommand 
of  their  beloved  Joe  Johnston.  In  Marcli,  Iv'dlo.* 
company  was  engag*ed  with  Shernmn’s  advance  at 
Smithfield,  ISTorth  Carolina.  This  was  its  last  fight. 
On  April  2b,  1805,  we  were  snrremh'red  at  Greens- 
boroiigh,  Ah  C.,  and  reaclnnl  liome  on  the  7th  of  June, 
alter  an  absence  of  not  (luite  four  years. 


ROLL  OF  THE  ‘‘CLAIBORXE  RA^■al:RS.'’ 

Adams,  West,  J.  Alhm.  Fmi.  Anderson,  Lee,  died  at 
Camp  5Ioore,  La.;  Armour,  Wm.,  Aubrey,  Wm., 
killed  in  battle,  AArtli  Carolina;  Allen,  Lenjamin, 
wounded  at  Xashville. 

Baker,  Wm.  II.,  transfernnl  to  51addox’s  Cf'.,  ITtli  Feg- 
iment:  Baker,  Tom  J.,]mrollcd  with  Co.  J,  Bowler. 
Tom  wounded  at  A'aslo  iile,  Tenn.;  B(»ring,  Wm., 
wounded  at  A^ashvillig Tenn.:  Boring,  .bn*;  Brown, 
Tom.  51.  Brown,  Otis  A.,  accidentally  lolled  at 
Corinth  by  a comrade;  Bonner,  Jim;  Burns. 

5IonR)(‘,  Burns,  John,  Banks, , died  at  Colnm 

bus,  Ky.;  Barnard,  James,  jiaroilcd  at  Gri'ens- 
borough,  Ah  C.;  Browning,  George;  Bush,  Genry, 
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died  at  Columbus,  Ky.;  Bnrleyj  Richard,  died 
in  Tenm\ss(‘e. 

Callioun,  Alex.  0.,  parolled  at  Greeiisborou.2:l»,'N.  C.; 
Camp,  John,  discharged  at  Camp  Moore;  Camp, 
Jim,  dischar^^ed  at  Camp  ^loore;  Carr,  Lanier, 
died  at  (hJnmbus,  Ky.;  Carr,  Jolin,  died  at  Camp 
Moore,  La.;  Clark,  TTenry,  wounded  at  Colle(‘ville, 
Miss.;  Collier,  P.  C.,  discharged,  over  age;  Cope- 
land, Dick;  Cale,  John;  Crawford,  E.,  parolled  at 
Greeiisborongh,  K.  C.;  Crow,  R.  A.,  fourth  Cap- 
tain, died  at  xVtlanta,  Ga.;  Crow,  J.  J.,  hfth  Cap- 
tain; Crow,  D.  ^IcD.,  parolled  at  GreeJisborougli, 
N.  C.,  Crow,  Thos.,  parolled  at  Greensborough, 
K.  C.;  Culver,  J.  K.,  parolhal  at  Greensborough, 
K.  C.;  Cunningham,  Lafayette,  wounded  in  battle 
at  Kashville. 

Daniel,  John,  parolled  with  the  Company;  Doyle, 
James,  died  at  xVbbeviile,  Miss.;  Doyle,  David, 
parolled  with  the  Company. 

Evans,  Robt.,  second  Lieutenant,  lirst  year;  Evans, 
Charh  y,  died  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

Freeman,  Francis. 

Green,  Thos.  F.  jiarolled  with  command;  Graves, f 

die<l  at  Camp  Moore,  La.  Gryder,  ^lartin,  parolled 
Avith  the  (kimmand;  Gryder,  Chas.,  died  at  Cami) 
Moons  La.  Giy<h‘r,  11.  Clay,  discharged;  GriHith, — 
parolhvl  with  the  (‘ommand  ; Gall,  .Morris,  died  at 
Fort  Pillow,  Tenn;  Gibson,  Henry,  killed  in  battle 
iSashville  Tenn. 
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Hainiter,  Cope,  discharged  ; Hendricks died; 

Hargrove,  B.  F.,  lost  a.  foot  at  Franklin,  Tenn  ; 1st 
Lieutenant  at  time;  Hardaway,  Med..  ]>arolled  with 
the  command;  Haisty.  Win.,  died  at  Columbus, 
Ky;  Hays,  Bobt.,  killed  in  battle  at  Kingston,  N.  C* 
Haynes,  Mat;  Harrison,  Bichd;  Henderson,  Lnth(*r, 
3d  Lieutenant — died;  Hicks,— died;  Hines  Uubiii, 
died;  Hines,  Thos.,  discharged — over  age;  High- 
tower, R.  R,  discliarged  at  Columbus,  Ky* 
Hollingsworth, — , died;  Hooper,  Nathan,  parolled 
with  command;  Horton,  J.  G..  disc.harged  at  Camp 
Moore,  La.  Houston,  Tom.,  parolled  with  the  com- 
mand; Hudson,  AVm.  N.,  ])arolled  with  the  com- 
mand ; Hudson,  John;  Holliman,  Dick,  died  at 
Columbus,  K.y 

Johnson,  Henry. 

Leonard,  Isaac  L.,  2nd  Captain,  died  at  Columbus,  Ky. 

Lyndsey,  Battle  B.,  discharged — over  ag(‘. 

Martin,  Clay,  Martin,  W.  C.,  ^laylield,  Chan., lost; 
McAuley,  James,  parolled  at  Greensborongh,  N.  C. 
Mcx^uley,  Henry,  died;  McAuley,  Jolin,  died  at 
Columbus,  Ky.  McAuley,  Hiram,  died  at  Jackson, 

Miss.  McCarty, , died  at  Gamj)  Moore;  McCoy, 

Nealy,  jinrolled  with  the  command;  McFachern, 
Tom;  McFachern, John,  ca])tured  at  Vicksburg. 

Miss.  McMillan, , died;  3IcRea,  Warren,  died 

at  Columbus,  Ky.  McAVilliams,  Jas.,  died  at  Fort 
Pillow,  Tenn.  ^IcDonald,  AVm;  Memdee  Syranus, 

parolled  with  the  command;  Merritt, , di(‘d 

at  Camp  Moore ; Modisett,  Win.,  died  at  Camp 
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Mooiv:  Mimnis,  A.,  died  at  Cam])  Moore:  Montziii<io, 
A.  1’.,  traiislerred  to  Cavalry;  ;^r()nlziii!i;o,  R., 
|)aroll(‘d  with  (iomimuid  : .Moii/in!L;<),  T^.,  ]»arol]ed 
witli  eommaiid ; }.Ioon,  doiiii  T.,  ])arolhMl  with 
comuuind;  ]\Ioore,  Jerry.  di<‘d  at  Fort  Ihllow.  Tiaiii: 

Minims,  8.,  disHsaracd  at  C<!mj)  Moori-;  "\ioore 

disaj)])eared;  ..Mor;^;’.!),  '.\'m.,  di( d at  Fort  Jdiiow; 
Morris,  Wm.,  jairadledi  with  ooinmand. 

Nealy,  Jolm,  jiarolh'd  with  eommaml:  Nelson,  Noel, 
3d  Chi])tain  and  siihseqmmt  Colonel  of  tin’!  Th\ii’i- 
meiit — killed  in  battle.  Frar.klin,  Tcnnesse  ; Nel- 
son, Will.;  Newsonu‘,  Charley,  diial  : Nielsokson  J. 
W.,  2d  Sergeant,  jiarolli-d  with  eonimand  ; N(*al, 


Oakes,  Lafayette,  1st  Sergeant — distdiarged.  over  age; 
Oakes,  rJohii,  diseimrg<‘d  ; Oilnm,  Nat. 

Palmer,  M'm.,  parolhal  with  eommand  ; Patton,  S.  A., 
liarolled  with  eommand;  Philli[)s,  ^Vm.,  parollecl 
with  {*,ommand;  Pliilli|)s,  lieiiry,  dii'd  ; PJiip]), 
James,  died  at  Grenada,  .Mississip])i;  Potts,  John, 
discharg(‘d  at  Oamp  Moona 

Uandle,  Lev.  Piehniond,  Cha])lain — died  at  Coliimlms, 
IventiK'ky;  ihindlta  'fhos.  S.,  ti'ansferreil  to  <*av- 
alry ; Jhindh',  Robert. 

Seott,  Thos.  M , ! st  ( 'ajit.  — “ eleetml  ( 'olom‘l” of  t he  L’eg. 
and  siibseipunit !y  promoU'd  to  Ihigadier  General, 
wounded  at  Fra idJ i n,  'l\m ni‘ssi'e  ; Si’ott,  dis- 

charged, over  ag<‘;  Scott,  Gi‘org(',  dischargeil  ; 
Shaw,  Wm.,  dii'd;  Sikes,  James,  .Sd  Licntmiant. 
died  at  Abbeville,  Jlississippi ; Sikes,  lien  F., 
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purolled  with  the  coinmand:  Sikes,  Sr.,  Ben,, killed 
at  Viekshnrii’:  Slae!:,  B.,  Died  at  Oainp  ^Foore ; 
Smitli,  Jonas.  1st  Sia’nc'Mit — snhseqiuaitly  Be^ii- 
inental  Bri'^ade  and  Division  ('oinmissary  ; Sinitli 
O.  A.,  Jd  Sei*yeant — }>a rolled  with  the  eonimand: 
Smith.  Milt(m,  died  at  Columbus,  Kentiieky; 
Sl<‘vliii.e',  Bennotr,  di<‘d  a.t  Canij)  lUoore. 

Taylor.  ^Fonroe.  translem‘<l  to  !7rli  Ian;  Taylor.  Joe 
F.,  wonnde<l  in  battle  of  Xashvilie.  Tennessee; 

. Taylor,  Mark.  ])aro]]ed  witli  tlu‘  eonimand  ; Thoma- 
soni,  Josl).,  (liseliarued ; Tillman,  Win.,  died; 
Talbert,  Xat,  died  at  Verona,  Mississippi  ; Traylor, 
Davm,  disehar.^ed  at  Columbus,  iveiitiieky  ; Taylor, 
John  A.,  wounded  at  Atlanta.  Geor<iia  ; Tally. 

,died  ; Tueker,  Sim. 

Vincent,  Henry,  lost. 

Wallis,  Dav(‘,  killed  at  Xashville.  Tennessee;  Wallis. 

Jo(y;  W allis,  Billy  ; AVeeks, ; AVilburn,  Win. 

FT.;  Whit(‘,AIatth(‘w,  wounded  aeeidtmtally  and  dis- 
ehai'^ed  at  Columlms,  Kimtneky  ; White,  Jas.  Wb 
parolled  with  tin*  command:  NVldte.  J.  Ibke,  die<l 
at  Vieksbiirji’ : AVollis , disapjieaied. 

HISTORY  OF  Tin:  ‘•claihorxi:  grays.'' 

This  Conpmny  ‘d)”  in  tin'  nvaimmit — was  eom])osed 
of  imm  from  two  si'ctions  of  tin*  parish,  M indeii  ami 
Athens,  the  former  liiinisliiny  about  iifry  and  the  latter 
about  thirty,  it  was  aariMMi  that  its  ollieers  should  In* 
chos(‘ii  ;ilt(‘rnately  from  tin*  two  st'etions,  and  that 
imhm,  as  sin*  fnniisht‘d  tin*  most  nn*ti,  should  have 
the  first  ollic(*r.  The  comjmny  was  or^anizeil  in 
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October,  18G1,  with  W.  B.  Scott,  captain,  and  11.  P. 
Webb,  C.  L.  Weldon,  and  Mat  Leverett,  lieutenants, 
and  left  about  the  20th,  of  the  same  inontii  for  Camj) 
Moore.  Wliile  at  Camp  3Ioore  about  thirty  ineif  from 
other  x)arishes  joined  the  company.  The  company 
was  assij^ned  to  the  IDth  Louisiana  Be^^iment  of  In- 
fantry then  forming  at  that  place.  We  left  Camp 
Moore  for  New  Orleans  about  the  middle  of  December, 
and  remained  there  until  February,  18G2,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  Corinth,  Mississijipi.  We  passed 
some  weeks  here,  and  then  went  to  Tennessee,  reach- 
ing there  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh 
on  the  Gth  and  7th,  of  April.  The  affair  at  Shiloh 
over,  \ve^  wtmt  to  Pollard,  Alabama,  where  we  re. 
mained  until  A])iil,  18G8.  From  Pollard  we  were 
ordered  to  Tennessee,  and  thence  went  to  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  to  aid  the  Vicksburg  army,  but  arrived 
there  too  late  to  do  any  good — the  city  had  surrend- 
ere<l  a day  or  two  before.  After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg 
we  returned  from  Big  Black  to  Jackson  wliere  we  had 
a little  fight  without  any  casualties.  Being  flanked 
at  Jackson  w(^  retired  eastward  into  the  middle  of  the 
State,  where  we  remained  till  the  end  of  summer,  and 
then  went  to  Tennessee  where  we  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Chickamauga  on  the  Iflth  and  20th  ot 
September, 

We  then  went  to  Cliattanoga,  from  which  place  Avefell 
back  to  Missionary  Bidge,  when  the  Fedi'rals  charged 
us  nearly  all  day,  and  never  could  have  dislodged  us 
had  they  not  flanked  us  out.  We  had  so  few  men 
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that  we  liad  to  place  them  five  feet  apart,  and  still  our 
line  was  not  long  enough.  We  now  went  into  winter 
quarters  at  Dalton,  Georgia.  From  Dalton  we  made 
the  famous  fighting  retr(*at  toward  Atlanta.  At 
Ivesaca,  we  had  a lively  engagement  in  which  the 
•‘Grays’^  sntiered  considerably.  Outnumbered  by 
Sherman,  we  fell  back  from  place  to  place  in  rapid 
succession.  At  New  Hope  Ghurch,  we  had  a consider- 
able engagement.  We  remained  there  three  days, 
having  to  keep  very  close  during  the  day  and  to  get 
our  water  at  night.  Here  Major  Winfrey  B.  Scott 
was  killed,  on  the  27th  of  May.  IMajor  Scott  was  a 
good  officer,  and  a gentlemen  of  lofty  Christian  char- 
acter. He  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
men,  who  without  exception  deeply  deplor<*d  Ids  death. 
From  New  Hope  we  fell  baidc  to  Kennesaw  Mountain, 
where  we  again  had  a pretty  lively  battle,  and  thrash(‘d 
the  enemy.  We  now  fell  back  to  x\Santa.  Jolinson 
being  removed,  we  were  engaged  witli  Gen.  Mood,  in 
all  the  tights  around  Atlanta,  which  to  ns  were 
the  hardest  of  the  war.  A numbcn’  of  the  company 
were  killed,  and  nearly  all  the  survivors  wounded,  in 
these  engagements.  Ltsiving  Atlanta,  Hood  went  t«> 
Jonesbiirg.  Sherman  followed  and  attacked;  and  wc 
had  a very  severe  engagiunent.  Slnuunan  returned  to 
Atlanta.  AVe  now  on  th(‘.  20th.  of  November,  left  for 
Tennessee.  We  jiassisl  near  Dalton,  Georgin,  tore  up 
the  railroad,  burned  bridges,  crossed  Lookout  Moun- 
tain near  where  it  runs  down  into  Alabama,  saw  the 
famous  Cave  Springs,  and  drank  of  this  wonderful 
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water;  crossed  the  Teiujessee  Jliver,  at  Florence, 
Alabama,  drove  out  tiie  Federals  I'rom  tliat  j)la(;e, 
went  to  Columbia,  iJaukiMl  the  emmiy.  and  would 
have  ca[)tiired  him  but  tbr  bad  maiia^emeiit  on'  the 
l»art  oi' soiiKi.  From  CoIuml)ia  w(»  wont  to  Fianklin. 
The  road  iVom  Columbia  to  Frau ki in  was  strewn  with 
dead  mules,  l>rok(m  wagons  and  a.rmy  stores,  oui  cav- 
alry and  several  ('orps  beiu.u'  in  advance,  and  driving' 
the  enemy  belbi«*  tluan.  Wlien  witiiiji  about  ildrty  miles 
of  Franklin,  we  heard  artilhay,  and  as  we  a])proached 
nearer,  the  i(‘})orts  ,ur('w  loudta-,  indicating;-  that  a 
battle  was  in  t)i‘o^ress.  Pushing'  ahead  with  incatansed 
speed,  we  reached  thi^  scene  of  action  about  sunset, 
and  were  immediatidy  jdaced  in  line  of  battle,  but 
had  no  lighting  to  do,  as  the  engagement  was 
about'  o\'cr.  ddie  i'’ederals  stole  out  that  night, 
and  the  jnoridng  light  reviaded  tin*  battle-held  of  the 
previous  tlay  ; a ^lastiy  seem*  ot  the  dea<l  and  dying. 
From  Franklin  we  went  to  Nash  ville,  and  ])art icii>ated 
in  the  disasUuous  light  tluu(‘,  the  last  unhappy  eflbrt 
of  the  Tennessee  cam])aigu.  From  Nashville  W(‘ 
retreated  to  Mississipj)i  and  weiit  into  camps  on  the 
M.  and  O.  itailroad.  h'rom  hm-i'  we  went  U>  .Mobile, 
Alabama,  and  thence  across  Mobile  Fay  to  Sj)anish 
Fort,  wh(‘ri‘  the  last  scene  in  the  great  drama  was 
soon  enacte  i.  At  .Mobile,  on  the  4th  of  May,  L8(>3,  we 
surrcmlerisl  to  Cen.  (,'anby, 

'lTu‘ above  is  from.notijs  furidshed  by.  Mr.  Jl.  A. 
McFarland.  4'he  following  roll  of  the  com])auy  was 
lurnislud  by  Kev.  J.  A.  Walker: 
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ROLL  OF  THE  ^‘CLATBOKXF  GRAYS.’^ 

Allnnis,  W.  D.,  died  at  Tupelo  Cliureli,  IMiss. 

BeastoiL  Samuel,  <li(‘d  iu  liospit;ii ; Bouard,  J.  H., 
wouiidet]  ; Bni/.eale,  D.  B.,  wuuudtHl  at  Cliieka- 
inau.ua  : Biid^i'S,  i'rank  ; Britt,  D.  II.,  promoted 
Sergeant  iu  ISltl,  killed  July  I'S,  ; Biekly, 

George,  woumh'd  ; I’>  lack  well,  A.  II.;  Berry,  T. 
M.,  till  Sergeant  ; Brown,  doliiu  i)romoted  to  eolor 
Sergeant  and  to  second  Limiteiiaiil  in  1801. 

Cannon,  I).  J..  Kegimental  Sutler,  died  1803;  .Cargill, 
1).  B. ; Carr,  C.  B.,  died  at  d’jipelo,  .'Miss.,  180U  : 
Childress,  O.  B.,  i)romoted  to  Sergeant;  Childers, 
J.  II.,  ca])tured  at  Cluckamauga  ; ColI>ert,  \V.  T., 
died  at  Corinth,  l.iiss.,  1803;  (’oo])'er,  Bobert, 
diseharg('d — over  age;  Collins,  ^\^  II. ; Culbertson, 
NV.  S. ; Culbertson,  W.  B.,  ea[uured  at  Nashville 
in  1801. 

Dance,  J.  IM.,  wounded  at  Cliickamauga ; D.ivis,  J.  0. 

Gall,  Jacob;  Geven,  J.  P.,  lost  an  arm  iu  battle,  1801: 
Giddens,  G.  X. ; Goodson,  Dock  ; Goodson,  James  ; 
Geren,  J.  M.,  killed  at  Athinta;  Giaam,  W.  D.; 
Green,  David;  Grail,  Lewis,  lost  at  Siiiloli;  Oivtm, 
T.  K. 

Hardy,  E.  \V. ; Hargrove,  W.  II.;  Harris,  J.  A.,  killed 
in  battle  near  .Vtla'nta ; Harris..).  W. ; Harris,  IL 
C.;  Hall.  T.  J.,  (ii(«<l  in  18<;_>;  Hall.  ( liviai,  killed 
at  Clii(‘kamauga  : Ham,  E.  Vd.,  dic'd  at  Clorinth, 
IM  iss. ; I loward,  H . \V,woundedat  Cliickamauga  : 
Hussy,  W.  B. 
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Jones,  T.  J.  1st  Corporal ; Jones,  Wm.,  2nd  Corporal ; 
Jones,  F.  S. ; Johnson,  B,  F. 

Kemp,  Lem.,  died  at  Corinth,  IVIiss.,  18G2. 

Lewis..!.  ^L,  wonnded  at  Besaca ; Lewis,  \V.  B., 
wounded  at  Atlanta  and  afterward  died;  Lightsy, 
D.  ^L,  killed  at  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.;  Langford, 
John. 

Murphy,  Cliarley,  wonnded  at  Shiloh ; IMeClelland, 
W.  F.,  discharged  in  18()3 ; ^McIntyre,  F.  J.,  died 
in  Mississippi  in  18G3  ; ^Iclntyre,  I.  L.,  kilh*d  at 
Jonesborongh ; Mason,  A.  D.;  l\rorris‘,  A.  C., 
killed  at  Chickamaiiga  ; Mosely,  W.  G. ; McDaniel, 
S.  S , wounded  at  Chickamanga;  McFarland,  H. 
A , wounded  near  Atlanta,  promoted  to  color 
bearer  in  1804;  ^linchew,  P.  L.,  killed  by  a citizen 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  in  1803;  Miller,  Morris,  1st 
Lieutenant  in  reorganization,  promoted  to  Captain 
in  January  1804,  wonnded  near  Atlanta,  disabling 
liiin  for  further  service;  iMiller,  Micha,  3rd  Ser- 
geant, died  at  Tupelo,  Miss.,  1802;  McIntyre F.  J., 
died  in  Mississi})pi  in  1803. 

Newsome,  T,  ]\I.;  Newsome,  W.  D. ; Newsome,  Wm., 
discharged  ; Newman,  Samuel,  2d  Lieutenant  jr.,  in 
reorganization,  promoted  to  Ca[)iaiii  of  command 
in  1803. 

Pool,  Wm , killed  in  battle  at  Chickamanga. 

Pochester,  Samuel,  promoted  to  (h)mpany  Sergeant  in 
18(>4;  Phymcs,  Gus,  detailed  as  musician. 

Sanders.  D.  M. ; Srtdion,  Jas.,  wounded ; Scott,  Kobert, 
promoted  to  Adjutant  of  an  Artillery  Company, 


1 


;r. 


' > j 


( 


,Oi'  ■ . i ^ i ■ ! f'  * I ; ' I L''  • 

■ ;.[<{?  ' ii-’ 


'> ' 


f : VI 

J J i > 


i 


CLAIBORNE  PARISH. 


S05 


and  killed  in  battle  near  Nasliville,  18()4;  Stanly, 
I.  0.,  under  age  and  discliarged  ; Sullivan,  Joliii; 
Sprawls,  J.  J.;  Slioeniet,  C.,  jumped  overboard 
while  going  troni  Tensas  lamliug  to  ^lobile  and 
drowned,  supi»osed  to  be  insane ; Seott,  W.  B.,  re- 
eieeted  Captain  in  Mai^rh  18G2,  promoted  to  Major 
at  Dalton,  Ga.,  wounded  at  New  llo])e  Clinreli  on 
27th  of  May,  and  died  at  Marietta, Ga.,  a few  days 
afterward ; Seott,  Walter,  second  Lieutenant  in 
re-organization,  wounded  at 'Chickamauga  and  at 
Atlanta,  disabling  him  for  further  service  ; Sliut- 
tleworth,  John,  wcaiuded  at  Chickamauga,  second 
Seageaut. 

Tedder,  J.  L.,  lost  a leg. 

Walker,  J.  A.,  1st  Scngeaiit,  elec.ted  2nd  Junior  Lieu- 
tenant 18Go,  wounded  at  Besaca,  18G1;  ^Viison, 
A.  K.,  killed  at  Chickamauga  ; \Vren,  B.  IL,  dis- 
charged for  physical  disability;  AVren,  A.  D. ; AAdl- 
son,  A.  L.,  died  at  Borne,  Ga.,  18GJ  ; Wilson,  D. 
C. ; AA'hite,  W.  B.,  wounded  at  Chickamauga  and 
died  at  AVest  Point,  Ga. ; Wootlward,  U.  L. ; Wer- 
iiett,  Peter,  lost ; Wise,  G.  F.,  kilh‘d  at  Spanish 
Fort,  1805 ; AATufrey,  T.  J.,  discliarged  ; Young, 
T.  S. 

niSTORY  OF  COMPANY  “ G,”  12tU  LOUISIANA  IN 
FAN  TRY. 

The  following  was  furnislied  by  Air.  A.  T.  Nelson: 
This  comi)any  was  organiztal  in  llomei*  on  tlu‘  1th  of 

Alarcli,  1802,  with  Tliomas  Hightower,  Cai)tain,  Zack 

Grigsby,  Thornton  Bridgeman,  and  James  Potts, 
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Lientciiants ; and  Thomas  Price,  Sergeant.  The  com- 
pany left  nomer  ou  the  ISth  of  March  for  Fort  Pillow, 
Teiin.,  \There  on  the  first  day  of  Ajiril,  1802,  we  joined 
th(‘  12th  Louisiana  inhintry,  and  witnessed  some  of  the 
realilies  of  war,  lor  on  that  day  the  Ftalerals  bom- 
barhLMl  tile  fort,  'i'lie  comiKuiy  not  yet  being  ])ro])eriy 
armed,  was  sent  ;iboiit  ii'se  miles  down  lh(‘  riv(,T  to 
guard  tlie  iiospit-d..  ami  to  bury  tlie  d(‘ad ; and  being 
iiiiacenstomed  to  the  erae}ti(‘s  of  war,  this  was  the 
most  i)ainnil  duty  ev('r  performed. 

About  the  lust  of  June,  1862,  Fort  Pillow  was  evac- 
uated, and  we  fell  Iniek  to  Grenada,  lUiss.,  soon  after 
wliieh  we  commenced  a senes  of  marehes  which  lasted 
until  tlie  close  of  tiie  war.  and  wliicli  for  the  distance 
traveled  and  hardships  (Uidiired,  is  unsurpassed.  If 
tlie  reader  will  follow  me,  1 will  endeavor  to  travel  the 
road  over  again,  and  review  the  battle  fields  on  which 
Company  G ■' stood  shoulder  to  slionlder  with  other 
gallant  eoiiipanies  from  onr  own  and  other  parishes, 
until  the  surrender  of  Johiistoifs  Army  at  Greeus- 
borough,  X.  C. 

In  August,  18t)2,  we  were  ordered  from  Grenada  to 
Port  Hudson,  nhere  we  remained  about  ten  <lays,  and 
then  returned  to  Xorth  3Iiss..  and  were  at  the  battle 
of  fuu'inth,  fought  on  the -Uli  of  Oe(olu*r,  1862.  After 
this  we  wmit  into  wiiitm-  (piaittu's  near  Grenada.  In 
Fi‘l)i  nary,  18  we  were  again  ordercnl  to  Port  Hud- 
son, wlicre  we  Keuiiined  about  live  weeks.  During 
this  time  the  Idideral  guii-boafs  att(‘inpt(‘d  to  pass  the 
Confederate  battmies,  one  of  which  succeeded,  but  the 
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second  was  set  oti  fire  by  hot  shot  iroiii  oiir  batteries. 
This  was  the  first  time  we  ever  saw  iiot  sliot  usedj  and 
being  at  night,  it  was  to  iis  a grand  (‘xeitiiig  scene. 
On  the  oth  <d’  April  we  lel’t  Tort  Hudson  to  join 
Bragg’s  army  in  Tennessee,  but  on  reacldng  Athinta, 
(ra.,  we  reecaved  orders  to  return  to  31ississippi  to 
iuterc(‘i)t  Grierson’s  cavalry  wliieli  liad  raided  into 
that  State.  Arriving  at  or  nea.r  Vie];si»nrg  vre  were 
ordered  to  Port  Gibson,  and  covered  tin*  retreat  of  our 
army  from  that  place  to  Big  Black  Biver;  v ent  from 
there  to  Edward’s  Depot,  partici})ated  iii  ti'.e  battle  of 
Baker’s  Creek  on  the  Ifith  of  i^lay,  and  bcang  cut  on 
from  Vicksburg, went  out  at  night  througli  the  enemy’s 
cain])s,  crossed  the  Illinois  Central  Ihiilroad  at  Crys- 
tal Si)rings,  and  went  into  camps  at  Jackson.  Ihevious 
to  the  Baker’s  creek  figlit  our  coinpa.ny  was  well 
clothed.  We  had  a man  regularly  em^doyed  to  make 
trips  to  Claiborne  ami  bring  us  clothing  made  by  our 
wives  and  sisters.  This  man,  whose  name  was  Lindii- 
cum,  had  arrived  in  camps  just  before  t’ne  liglit  with  a 
supply  of  clothing.  As  the  clothes  made  our  knapsacks 
too  heavy  to  carry  into  battle  we  laid  them  aside,  ex- 
pecting to  resume  them  after  the  victory;  but  un- 
fortunately we  lost  the  light,  aud  during  the  remainder 
of  the  war  we  could  have  carried  all  the  clolhes  we  had 
into  aiu^  battle  with  ease. 

We  left  Jaeksoii  tlie  Ihth  of  Juno  in  the  direetion  of 
Yazoo  City,  camped  on  Pantlicr  Creek,  and  from  tliis 
l>laee  moved  by  slow  approaches  in  the  direel  ion  of 
Vicksburg,  and  were  {*a.mpe(l  on  Big  Blaek  river  at  the 
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surrender  of  tlnit  place.  Vicksburg  falleiu  we  fell 
back  to  Jactksou,  whicli  [)]ace  was  lield  long  enough 
to  g<*t  all  the  supplies  moved  to  ^Meridian.  From 
Jackson  we  went  to  Morton  about  40  nules  east  of 
Jackson,  where  we  staid  until  Noveniber  ; thence  to 
Canton,  and  into  winter  (piarters.  In  Janiiaiy,  1S04, 
we  !nove<l  about  40  miles  nortii  of  Canton  where  we 
s|)cnt  about  six  v.  eek's,  and  tlnni  went  to  l)eno]>olis  ; 
thence  Montevalo,  whm-e  we  remained  until  about  the 
tirst  of  Aj)ril.  From  3Iontevalo  we  were  ordered  to 
Dalton,  Georgia,  and  on  reaching  Hesaca  met  tlie 
Tennessee  army  oir  its  famous  retreat  to  Atlanta. 
From  this  time  until  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  on  the  31st  of 
August,  1804,  Com])any  *G’  lost  a large  number  of 
gallant  men,  as  may  lie  seen  by  the  roll.  Atlanta 
abandoned  and  Johnston  removed  from  command,  we 
left  Jonesborough,  Georgia,  under  General  Hood, 
about  the  middh‘.  of  Octoluu’,  and  crossing  the  Chata- 
hootch i(‘  river  miles  below  Atlanta  and  the  Coosa 
12  miles  below  Ivome,  Georgia,  we  struck  tlie  railroad 
at  licsaca  and  destroyed  it  to  Dalton.  At  Dalton  we 
turned  to  the  left,  and  struck  the  Tennessee  River  at 
Decatur,  Alabama,  at  which  place  we  had  a light 
engagenuMit  with  the  enemy.  We  (‘rossed  the  Teu- 
ii(*ssee  River  at  Florem.'e,  and  on  the.’iorh  of  Xovembrr 
were  (uigaged  in  the  l>attle  of  Franklin.  From  Frank- 
lin we  went  to  Nashvilhs  where  on  the  Utli  and  Kith 
of  Decmnber  W(‘  were  engagtal  in  the  tight  at  that 
placi*.  IT'orn  Nash\  illc  W(‘  were  orih'red  to  Tupelo,  Mis- 
sissippi. This  was  a time  that  tried  our  meu  severely. 
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Many  were  barefoot,  tliinly  clad,  and  all  bad  but  little 
to  ear.  From  Tupelo  we  went  by  way  of  Mobile, 
Columbus,  Macon,  and  Aui;usta,  to  Xorth  Carolina, 
and  joining-  General  Johnston,  imiticipated  in  'the 
battle  of  P>entonville.  Aft(‘r  this  tight  Johnston  fell 
back  to  (Treensborough,  wher<‘  on  the  lihth  of  Vpril, 
ISOoj  he  surrendered  the  forces  undm*  his  command. 
The  members  of  Company  -‘G,”  rmluced  to  eleven  men, 
now  turned  their  faces  homeward,  and  landed  in 
Homer  on  the  Oth  of  June,  having  been  absent  more 
than  3 years. 

ROLL  OF  COMPANY  G,  TJTH  REGIMENT  ” 
Alexander,  John ; Ashby,  G.  W.,  wounded  near  At- 
lanta ; Ashby,  J.  W.;  Adams,  Joe ; Allen,  W.  J. 
Brown,  J.  NT.,  cai)tured  ; Brown,  W.,  died  at  Camp 
Green; Blythe,  John,  Sergeant;  Berry,  J.;  Bridge- 
man,  Thornton,  3rd  Lieutenant — promoted  to  2nd 
Lieutenant,  Grigsby  resigning ; Bradley,  J.  died. 
Bank,  A.,  left  sick  on  the  road  from  (.'amp  Green 
to  Randoli»h,  and  never  heard  from. 

Carr,  A.,  killed  at  Peachtree  Creek;  Camp,  W.,  killed 
in  North  Carolina;  Courtney,  J.;  ('ourtney,  S.; 
Cason,  M.,  died  at  Grenada,  iMississippi ; Cason, 
John,  paroled  and  died  at  home  ; (.'  handler,  Gillan  ; 
Oow,  Tom ; Callaaan  Jim,  3d  Sergeant;  Clark, 
C.  C.,  wounded  at Cotfeeville,  Mississi[)pi. 

Dean,  John  ; Dunn,  John;  Dyer,  Ike,  discharged  at 
Memphis,  Tenm^ssee. 

Elkins,  John;  Evans,  Henry,  wounded  and  captured 
at  Nashville. 
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Festivau,  Jack. 

Glass,  Albcna;  Groonie,  George, (lied at  ()xlord  ; Good- 
son,  Greer,  Wm.,  Died  at  Canton,  IMississ 

ippi;  Glov(‘r,  lul.;  (jreer,  Joini;  Gri^isby  Za-ek, 
1st  Lieutenant:  (i  roves,  I'M.,  died  at  Greinnla, 
Mississippi ; (.Jrillet,  , died;  Garland,  W.  \V., 
2nd  S(*rgeant ; Gl  ider  W in.;  (Meason,  J..  died  in 
prison  at  lioelc  Island  ; Grove,  For(\st;  Goodson, 
Wdllie 

Holiinan,  K.  K.,  died  at  Oxford,  Mississi})]>i ; liellin, 
ll.j  Ilaulford,  John,  lost  le^’  luair  Atlanta;  llaul- 
ford,  Tlioinas,  diseliari;('d  and  died  on  Ids  way 
Iioine;  Hatlicock,  Win,;  JIainilton,  Tlios.;  Ilaniiter, 
Sainnel,  killed  at  Kennesaw  r^Ioiintain;  Jlainiter, 
John;  llasty,  Xoel,  Cor})(>ral;  Hasty. JSi]nt>.;  lligli- 
tower,  Thos.,  Oajitain — resigned  in  1802;  llobdy, 
Lawrence. 

Jolinsoii.  IL  J.,  exchanged  for  A.  J.  Xelsoii;  James, 
Claiborne. 

Kiuibell,  Judson,  captured — wounded;  Kirkpatrick, 
Hug'll,  killed  at  Franklin,  Tenu;  Kirkpatrick,  Sam; 
Kirkpatrick,  J.  ^1. 

Lowe,  T.  T.;  Lyons,  Joe,  elected  Jrd  Lieut(‘iiant  in 
place  of  Grigsby,  who  had  resigned — afterward 
])romoted  to  2nd  Lieutenant;  Lee,  Ihirny. 

Moore,  J.  C.;  .Mitchell,  Hanes,  died  at  Oxford,  Miss 
Mui’rell,  lb,  ^larkhain,  j'rancis,  lost;  .’Uyer,  W^ny 
Mosely  Wm.  M.;  .Maylield  Jake,  lost  on  a retreat 
from  Koi'tli  Miss;  .Mc.Mahon,  if,  killed  at  Feach 
Tree  Creek  ; Minims,  St(*i)hen,  died  at  Gnmada; 
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Nelson,  A.  T.,  Ser<xe:\ut;  Nelson,  A.  J.;  Nix,  Nat,  lost 
an  arm  at  Franklin,  Ten  in 
Odom,  James. 

Price,  Tlios.,  Orderly  Serj^eant — elected  Captain  to 
fill  place  ot  lliylitower  resigned  ; Ikdts,  James, 
3d  Lieutenant  nvsigned  : Pair,  J.  Tvla  Patrick,  Jas.; 
Corporal,  killcMi  at  r)('(*atnr,  Alaliama:  Kol>ertson, 
Wm.  W.;  L’aml)I(‘,  Win.  and  l*air,  Issarel. 

Shaw,  Jolin,  di«'d  at  Oxford,  IJiss ; Shaw,  James; 
Simms,  Tom,  killeil  at  Peach  Tree  Creek;  Strong, 
Win.  M.;  Summerhill,  J.;  Sehaif,  A.,  elected  3d 
Lienfenant  in  place  of  Potts  resigned — and  was 

kille<l  at  Nashville,  Tenn  ; Stocks,  J.,^;^ captured 

at  Bilker’s  (’reid^:. 

Thomas,  N.  J.,  Thigpen,  J.  II. 

AVestbrook,  Sam,  diial  at  Oxford,  iMiss;  Wooten,  T.  T. 
Yachter,  G.  AA'.  G. 

HISTOKY  or  THE  “ CLAIEOEXE  IXVINCIULES,”  COM- 
PANY‘Ml,”  1 TTTI  LOUISIANA  INFANTEY,  BY  CAPTAIN 
A L,  IIABPEIt  AND  LIEUTENANT  J.  II.  U\Y. 

The  comiian^Geffc  the  parisli  Oct. -oth,  IShl,  number- 
ing seventy  live  or  eighty  men,  under  command  of 
Cajit.  Wm.  A.  ]Ma<ldox;  1st  Lieutenant,  John  G. 
Heard  : 2d  Lieutenant,  G.  .M.  Kilgore;  3d  Lieutmiant, 
J.  A.  Simmons.  The  com[)any  arrived  at  Camp  Moore 
on  Oct.  drh,  and  wmit  from  there  to  New  Orleans  on 
November  27th  ; and  after camping  about  the  city  in 
various  places  was  smit  to  Corinth,  ?.Iississippi,  nmch- 
ing  there  F<‘1).  21st,  LS(>2.  On  the  1st  day  of  iMarch, 
was  sent  to  Henderson  Station,  Tennessee,  on  picket 
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duty,  which  was  its  first  actual  service.  We  had 
orders  to  return  to  Corinth  on  the  17th  of  March,  in 
anticipation  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh  wliich  occurred  on 
the  fith  and  7tli  of  Ajiril,  and  in  wliich  the  company 
was  actively  enga^jed.  Capt.  W.  Maddox  was 
severely  wounded  in  this  ac.tion,  and  never  recovered 
sufticiently  to  engage  in  active  duty  aga  in.  The  com- 
pany was  sent  to  Vicksburg,  May  the  7th,  18b2,  and 
formed  part  of  the  garrison  at  tliat  jilace  until  it  was 
surrendered  on  the  4th  day  of  duly,  I8(>d,  having  been 
in  active  service  about  two  years  and  ten  months. 

The  company  was  reorganized  ^lay,  2 1st,  1802,  at 
Edwards,  Mississippi,  electing  as  olfieers,  G.  M.  Kil- 
gore, Captain ; M.  C.  Leake,  1st  Lieutenant ; A.  L^ 
Harper,  2d  Lieutenant;  and  J.  L).  Hamilton,  3d  Lieu- 
tenant. We  were  in  action  at  Chickasaw  Llull,  having 
been  detached  as  skirmishers  to  meet  the  enemy.  The 
company  did  good  service  here,  led  by  Capt.  Paul 
Hamilton  of  Gen.  S.  1).  Lee’s  start',  a gallant  South 
Carolinian  who  lost  his  life  in  this  action.  The  Orderly 
Sergeant  of  the  company,  S.  J.  McDonald,  lost  a leg 
here,  which  was  the  only  casuluty  suffered  by  the  com- 
pany. 

The  company  was  next  actively  engaged  at  the 
battle  of  Port  Gibson,  on  the  first  of  May,  from  12 
o’clock  till  ()  o’clock  in  the  evening,  in  which  Privates 
C.  T.  Murphy  and  W.  II.  Laker  were  killed.  On  the 
2d  of  May  we  retired  to  Vicksburg,  and  thence  were 
again  ordered  to  Baker’s  Creek,  but  were,  not  called 
into  action  there,  the  engagement  being  virtually  over 
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when  we  arrived.  From  that  point  we  again  went 
into  the  trenches  around  Vicksburg,  which  was  closely 
invested  bj’  the  Union  army  until  the  surrender  of  the 
entire  garrison.  During  this  period  the  comi)any,saw 
hard  times  and  sutfered  some  of  the  worst  experiences 
of  a soldier’s  life,  harassed  by  shot  and  shell  by  night 
and  day,  constantly  on  tlie  alert  to  reimlse  assaults, 
and  never  sure  of  an  hour’s  rest.  In  addition  to  these 
discomforts,  we  were  on  short  rations  in  the  last  days 
of  the  siege,  the  daily  allowance  running  as  low  as 
seven  ounces  ot‘ bread  and  four  of  pork,  and -finally 
the  ration  of  bread  was  reduced  to  four  ounces  per  day 
for  each  man.  It  was  at  this  time  that  mule  steaks 
came  into  favor.  Here  the  company  sutfered  a loss  in 
the  death  of  First  Lieutenant  Leake,  who  was 
wounded  on  o\Iay  30th,  and  died  June  5th,  1<S03.  A. 
L.  Harper  was  now  promoted  to  be  First  Lieutenant, 
J.  D.  Hamilton  to  be  Second  Lieutenant,  and  J.  H.  Hay 
was  elected  by  the  comi)any  Third  Lieutenant. 
On  the  19th  of  May,  in  the  tirst  assault  of  the  enemy 
on  our  works.  Private  H.  H.  Dansby  was  killed  and 
Young  Short  severely  wounded.  On  the  Ifith  of  June 
Private  W.  R.  Arthur  was  killed,  and  S.  13.  Dubose 
seriously  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a shell.  On 
the  2LM  of  June,  Private  J.  W.  Thornton  died  of 
wounds  received  on  the  20th.  The  above  constitute 
the  losses  of  the  company  in  action,  so  far  as  remem- 
bered, Our  good  fortune  in  not  losing  more  men  can 
only  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  comj)any  was 
almost  constantly  held  as  a reserve  for  emeigeneies 
that  never  came. 
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After  tlie  sniTeiider  of  Vicksbur;;  and  the  parolling 
of  the  command,  the  company  caine  over  into  the 
Trans-Mississippi  J)('partment  to  tlanr  liomes  in 
squads  of  various  sizes.  On  this  tri]>  home  Capf.  G. 
M.  Kilgore  of  tin*  company,  a noble  and  gallant  otlicer, 
died  of  sickness  on  tlie.  Cbmeliita  Ilixan-.  a f<‘\v  miles 
below  .Monroe,  on  tlie  iMtIi  of  July,  The  Ta>st 

Caus<r’  had  no  more  si^lf-sacriticing  martyr  than  G. 
M.  Jvilgore.  Though  harrassed  by  disi‘as(‘  and  natur- 
ally of  a feeble  physic.al  constitution,  his  devotion  to 
duty  never  relax<al  until  death 

III  the  latter  part  of  perhaps  in  December, 

under  the  impression  that  an  exchange  would  be 
eftected,  our  reginnmtal  comnmndm-  called  us  into 
camj)  about  ten  mih's  behov  Rhri'veport.  Xo  exchange 
of  prisoners  was  made  known,  and  we  again  ndurned 
to  our  honu‘s,  till  about  the  1st  of  xipril,  IS'U,  when 
we  AVer e again  , called  into  camp  near  -Minden,  La. 
After  a stay  at  this  point  of  txvo  or  three  Aveeks,  Ave 
moved  to  PineAulle,  op[>osite  Alexandria,  on  Ked 
RiAmr.  Shortly  after  coming  to  Pineville  aa'c  Avere 
exchanged  and  again  furnished  Avith  arms.  The 
vacancy  in  the  conqiany  ollhuirs,  caused  by  the  death 
of  Capt.  Kilgore,  Avas  lill(*d  by  the  eh'ction  A»f  Walter 
Hall  to  be  Third  Lieuienant,  and  the  i)romotioii  of  A. 
L.  Harpt'r  to  the  Gaptaincy,  d.  1).  Hamilton  to  be 
First  Lieutenant,  and  d.  H.  Ilay,  to  be  Second 
Lieutenant.  Xo  otluT  (diangivs  occunuMl,  and  the 
company  stood  AA'ith  thc'se  otiicers  till  the  end  c<ime. 
It  saw  no  other  active  service  except  marching  and 
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ooiuiter-inarcliin^'  up  and  down  tlie  Red  River  valley, 
with  all  the  i)rivatiniis,  discomforts,  and  amusements 
incidtmt  to  a soldi(o‘s  life.  'J'his  ]H‘riod  otour  existence 
had  its  lights  as  well  as  its  shadows.  R!ac]d>erries  were 
abundant  aial  went  a long  way  torelieve  the  bold 
scarcity  ot  the  C(;nfe<lrrat('  <H>mmissary,  while  our 
duties  W(.Me  light  and  confined  liiainlyto  hearing 
rose-coloied  re|)orts  of  (Jontederate-  victories  on  the 
otlier  side  of  the  -Father  of  Waters.’' 

The  greater  [>art  «)t  the  data  from  which  this  sketch 
was  written  is  derived  from  a diary  kept  by  Ca]>t.'A.L. 
Ilarpef,  from  the  organization  of  the  cuinx>any  till  his 
return  home  from  Yicksburg.  The  little  book  in  wliich 
it  was  kept  has  a liistory  of  its  own.  It  was  x>icked  u}) 
on  the  held  after  tlie  hglit  of  Chickasaw  Rayon,  where 
it  had  been  lost  by  a Federal  cortioral — Jesse  E. 
Goodyear — and  contained  a list  of  his  Comx)any,  ‘‘K,” 
IGth  Oliio  Voliinteers.  othcers  and  men,  and  also  a list 
of  the  boats  which  hail  lelt  l\lemi)his  for  the  reduction 
of  Vicksburg. 

ROLL  OF  TUK  - CLAIBORNE  INVINCIBLES.”  * 
Ayeock,  8.  R.;  Aycock,  Willis;  Allen,  R.  A.,  wounded 
at  JShiloh ; Artliur.  James;  Arthur,  tlolin,  died  at 
Oxtord,  Miss.;  Arthur,  Jost'ph  ; Artliui',  Rtmja- 
min  ; Arthur.  Win.,  killed  at  Vicksburg ; Arthur 
Charles;  Angland,  W J.;  Allen,  Joe;  Raugh,  J. 
A.;  Rak(‘r,  F(‘lix  ; Rarton,  W,  J).,  died  in  Uosj)!- 
tal  ; Rarmdt,  W.  C.;  Raker,  ilarry,  killed  at 
Vicksburg,  .Miss.;  RiiM,  IC  W. 

Britton, , died  at  Camx)  Moore, 
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Chance,  J.  0.;  Charles,  John,  died  at  Vicksburg; 
Coleman,  Robert,  killed  at  Shiloh ; (^irry, 
Thomas,  died  at  hospital,  Holly  Sjuings,  Miss.; 
Carry,  A.  A.;  Chaney,  James,  First  Sergeant  at 
re-organization  ; Carry,  G.  W.;  Carry,  Mit.;  Carry, 
Frank;  Chandler,  \\.  A.  J.;  Cook,  el.  C.;  Cook, 
C.  A. 

Dubose,  S.  B.,  wounded  at  Vicksburg;  Dyer,  1.  M.; 
Denton,  J.  F.;  Dansb}',  N.  B.,  killed  at  Vicksburg; 
Eldridge,  , killed  at  Shiloh. 

Formby,  C.  F.;  Fortson,  W.  R.;  Formbv,  J.  T.;  Ford, 
J.  F.;  Fuller,  elesse. 

Green,  Solon,  Gaskill,  John  ; Hall,  W.  S.;  Hall,  E.  T.; 
Hall,  el.  M.;  Hall,  C.  C.;  Hubble,  el.  G;  Heard,  J. 
G.,  elected  First  Lieutenant  at  first  organization  ; 
Hay,  AV.  T.;  Hay,  Thomas;  Heard,  el.  F.;  Harper, 
Dick;  Har])er,  xV.  L.,  elected  Second  Lieutenant 
at  reorganization,  i)roinoted  to  First  Lieutenant 
on  death  of  Lieutenant  Leake,  promoted  to  cap- 
tain on  death  of  Captain  Kilgore;  Hilly,  T.  A ; 
Hall,  Kat;  Hamilton,  J.  D.,  elected  Third  Lieu- 
tenant at  reorganization,  ])romoted  to  Second 
Lieutenant  on  death  of  Leake,  and  to  First  Lieu- 
tenant on  death  of  Kilgore  ; Hall,  Waller,  elected 
Third  Lieuttmant  upon  the  death  of  Captain  Kil- 
gore; Hasty,  R.  L.;  Hay,  J.  H , elected  Third 
Lieutenant  upon  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Leake, 
promoted  Second  Lieutcmant  on  death  of  Captain 
Kilgore. 
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Jarrell,  Willis,  Second  Sergeant  at  surrender;  Jordon, 
J.  II.;  Jackson,  J.  V. 

Kilgore,  B.  S.;  Kennebrew,  Punk;  Kinnebrew, 
Eugene;  Kilgore,  G.  M.,  elected  Second  Lieuten- 
ant at  first,  elected  Captain  at  re-organization, 
died  of  sickness  returning  borne  from  Vicksburg ; 
Kidd,  W.  LI ; Kilgore,  J.  B. 

Langston,  Addison ; Lay,  L.  IL;  Lee,  Pete,  died  at 
Alexandria,  La.;  Langston,  Mirabeau;  Leather- 

man,  ; Leake,  M.  C.,  elected  1st  Lieutenant 

at  re-organization — died  June  5tb,  1803,  of  wounds 
received  at  Vicksburg. 

Maddox,  J.  M.;  Murry,  Burt;  blurry,  Len.;  Meadows, 
T.  D.;  Murphy,  C.  T.,  killed  at  Port  Gibson; 
Marsh,  John  ; Marsh,  Moses:  ^McMahon,  Kelson; 
McCasland,  B.  B.;  jMcDouald,  Sam.,  lost  leg  at 
Chickasaw  Bluff;  ^IcDow,  Kath.;  INIayes,  J.  A.; 
Mayes,  John,  died  in  hospital.  Miss. 

Maddox,  Win.  A.,  elected  Captain,  disabled  by  wounds 
received  in  battle  at  Shiloh. 

Kelson,  A.  J.;  Karemore,  John;  Kelson,  James; 
Kolen,  Win.;  died  in  hospital  in  IMiss.;  Kicholson, 
M.  T.:  Kicholson,  Tatum,  died  in  hospital. 

Orr,  J.  T.;  Owens,  Thos.,  killed  at  Vicksburg,  Oaks, 
W.  F. 

Potts,  Thos.;  Pecaw,  John;  Pennington,  Thos.  J. 

Rivcnbark,  Jim;  Roberts,  Coleman,  killed  at  Shiloh. 

Reeder,  Wm. 

Sherard,  J.  W.;  Sale.  S.  A.;  Simmons,  A.  M ; Simmons, 
C.;  SimmoiiSj  I.  K.;  Sharp,  Thos.;  Sanders,  T. 
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B.;  Steel,  Wm..,  wounded  at  Sliiloh  ; Sentell,  S.  M.; 
Stuart,  J.  A;  Short,  Yoiiui:,  wounded  at  Vicks- 
burg;’, 19th  May;  Short,  G.  AV. 

Taylor,  J.  P.;  Tii)pett.  .1,  A.:  Taylor,  d.  M.:  Thornton, 
J.  W.,  killiul  at  Vicksbnru’;  Talxir,  Tom.:  Taylor, 
T.  J.;  Tatum,  J.  S.:  Tate.  K*  Ik;  Tliomas,  James* 
Thompson,  Ved  ; Tally,  ?>Ionro(‘  ; Tally,  James. 

Veasy,  Sam,  died  in  liospital,  Alexandria,  La. 

Watters,  Sam ; Watters,  Mike.  ; Williams.  I).  A.: 
Wafer,  James,  wounded  several  times;  AVafer, 
Wm.;  AVafer,  AA^ilbur;  AATlIis,  Joliii : AVhite,  Joe.: 
Williams,  Brew, 

THE  *G:?LA1E0UNE  VOLUXTEEKS’’  — COMPANY  “c,’’ 
10th  LOUISIANA  INFANTRY. 

This  company  left  the  ])arisli  in  September,  1891,  for 
Camp  Aloore,  where  it  was  assiinied  with  the  Clai- 
borne Grays’’ — Coni])any  B’’ — to  the  19th  regiment. 

We  have  been  unable  to  j>i‘oenre  any  special  account 
of  the  war  exiMU’iences  of  this  company,  and  are  there- 
fore com]>elled  to  refer  the  I'eader  for  its  history  to  that 
of  the  ‘‘Grays’’  with  wliom  we  have  been  told  the 
“volunteers”  served,  side  by  side,  throughout  the 
struggle.  AV('  r<‘gi’et  <*speeially  tliat  we  cannot  giv^e  a 
re^*ord  of  th(‘ i’adi vidiial  casiialtii's,  ami  otlier  inten'sf- 
ing  facts  and  rem iniseema's  in  (.‘oniic(dion  witli  the  roll 
of  the  company,  l)ut  tliis  omissi(»n  is  unavoidabh*,  as 
W(;  have  not  luam  abb*  to  tind  any  one  who  could  or 
would  furnish  them. 
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ROLI^  OF  THE  CLAIBORNE  VOLUNTEERS.*’ 

II.  A.  Kennedy,  Captain. 

John  Spears,  1st  Liaiitenant. 

S.  A.  IIiGHTO\VER,  lM  Lieutenant. 

J.  W.  O’liANNON,  od  Lieutenant. 

Anderson,  0.  K.:  xVnderson,  W.  J.;  Awbrey^  Eufus ; 
Ai‘111  strong-,  J.  S,;  xVlford,  Columbus:  Alford, 
Will.;  Atkins,  AV.  M ; Atkins,  J.  K. 

Barrow,  W.  J.;  Barrow,  G.  W.;  Barrow,  A.  W ; Bar- 
ker Giis;  Butler,  Jethro;  Butler  Jacob;  Bixley, 
George;  Boyakin,  F.;  Barker,  Win.;  Barber, 
John  ; Barker,  J.  M.;  Barber,  E.  W.;  Brim,  Sam; 
Blister,  John ; Burley,  George. 

Conn,  AV.  J.;  Conn,  G.  AA^.;  Carlisle,  AI.;  Carlisle, 
John;  Culpepiier,  John;  Culpi^pper,  Stephen; 
Carroll,  John  ; Cothran,  II . A.;  (Jook,  B.  C.;  Chil- 
ders, A.  AL 

Duke,  John;  Dunkin,  K.  A.;  Davis, — 

Everett,  eT.  E. 

Ferguson,  G.  W;  Ford,  John;  Ford,  Joseph;  Ford, 
Frank;  Foster,  G.  AV. 

Gunn,  J.  C.  A;  Grey,  James;  Greer,  »I.  AI;  Greer,  J.  AV; 
Hightow(‘r,  Cole;  iliardin,  Alvin;  Hargis,  Bicliard; 
Henderson,  Jaimes;  Henderson,  Thomas;  Hender- 
ons,  John;  Hamilton,  Aloore;  Henderson,  Daniel; 
Hargis,  Whah*;  Hargis,  Bone;  Hargis,  IBmry; 
Hargis,  Andrew;  Hill,  Win. 

Johnson,  E. 

King,  B.  F.;  Key  X.  C.;  Kothraii,  Iliram. 

Linsey.  Sam;  Lovelace,  AL  II;  Lovelace,  J.  E. 
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More,  J.  F;  Maiignioin,  T.  J;  McKiiiglit,  J.  H;  Mullins, 
W.  A;  Mullins,  tlohn;  .'Uullins,  Tom;  Milton,  Tom; 
Muri)hy  W.  J;  Martin,  Norman ; Massey,  Warren; 
McClun^i,  John. 

Nickless,  W.  H ; Nelson,  G.W;  Nelson  No(*l;  Nelson,  A.; 
Owens,  C.  W.  C.;  Owens,  J,  W;Oweiis,  Dink;  O’Bannon, 
W.  H.;  O’Bannon,  T.  W. 

Parker,  A.  E.;  Parkei,  W.  M. 

Roberson, ; Raiborne,  Isaac;  Rhodes,  J.  P. 

Simmons,  Martin;  Spears,  W.  M.;  Spears,  J.  W.; 

Si>ears,  Joseph;  Shinpock  Allen. 

Thompson,  T.  J.;  Thomi)Son,  Sam;  Thomj)Son  S,  W; 

Thomason,  Joshua;  Talbert, — ; Tubbs,  John; 

Tatter,  Ben, 

Valentine,  R,;  Vines,  1),;  Vines,  Jack, 
West,Jack;West,  John;AVise,  J.  N.;  Wise,  J.W,;  Wise, 
Wilson,  F;  Wilson  John;  Woolly,  Wainon;  Williams 
Sam;Waller  Oolumbus,  Williams,  W,;  Wilkinson, 

, Wallace,  E,  S.  Wasson,  W.  B, 

COMPANY  ‘‘E,”  31st  LOUISIANA  INFANTRY. 

BY  CAPT.  SHELVY  BAUCUM. 

Our  company,  which  was  coni[)Osed  chiefly  of  men 
from  the  northern  portion  of  the  parish,  left  homeabout 
the  20th  of  April,  1802,  and  went  to  Monroe,  La., 
where  we  joined  the  31st  regiment  of  infantry,  which 
was  organized  at  that  i)lace  soon  after  our  arrival. 
The  country  cast  of  ^lonroe  being  overtlowed,  we  re- 
mained at  ^lonroe drilling,  until  in  June,  atwhichtime 
we  were  ordered  into  the  swamp  near  Vicksburg.  Our 
camp  was  eight  miles  this  side  of  Vickbsbiu’g,  and  was 
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the  most  disagTceablc  place  men  were  ever  compelled  to 
stop  ill.  Here  sixty  five  of  the  company  had  measles, and 
all  tlie  rest  the  fever  After  a while  we  moved  our  camp 
to  Tallulah.  Our  company  was  sent  from  here  to  Xew 
Carthage  on  the  Mississippi  for  clothing  and  blankets, 
for  Gen.  Pike’s  Indians;  and  soon  after,  in  August,  we 
were  sent  to  Milli(‘an’s  Pend  for  munition  of  war  for 
the  same  command.  The  goods  were  sent  up  on  a 
boat,  and  at  night  while  we  were  there,  a Yankee  gun- 
boat hove  along  side  of  our  boat  and  captured  the 
whole  thing.  Only  sixty-tive  of  the  regiment  went  on 
this  expedition,  and  many  of  them  were  sick  and  with- 
out arms  ; hence  the  memorable  skeedaddle  from  Mil- 
lican’s  Bend.  We  returned  to  Tallulah,  and  after 
tramping  around  there  until  October,  we  went  into 
camp  near  Delhi.  About  the  last  of  October  w'e  came 
west  of  Trenton  in  the  pine  hills  and  staid  there  till  in 
November,  wdien  we  were  ordered  to  Jackson,  Miss. 
Remaining  here  two  weeks,  we  were  ordered  north- 
ward to  intercept  some  Federals,  wiio  w^ere  out  from 
Memphis  on  a raid;  we  wxmt  as  far  as  Water  Valley, 
but  found  no  Yanks.  We  w'ere  now'  ordered  back  to 
Vicksburg  where,  after  two  or  three  weeks  rest,  we 
received  orders  one  night  to  cook  two  days  rations, 
and  to  be  ready  to  move  by  three  o’clock  A.  3t.  We 
w'cnt  to  Jackson  iu  box  cars.  We  had  to  stand 
all  the  way,  one  company  crow<led  into  a box; 
and  besides  the  boxes  beaked  badly  ami  w e all  got  wet, 
as  it  rained  th(‘  whole  day.  As  soon  as  we  got  to 
Jackson  we  w'cre  ordered  back  to  Vicksburg,  and  ar- 
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rived  there  the  next  morning'  at  three  o’clock  A.  — 
tAventy-foiir  hours  on  our  feet,  and  Avith  wet  clothini^. 
Ten  days  from  this  time  there  had  died  forty  men  \yho 
went  on  that  trij),  of  pneumonia  and  meniniiitis.  About 
the  :ihth  of  Deeember  A\(*  maielied  out  under  Gen.  S. 
1).  Lee  to  Chickasaw  llayoii,  and  rook  an  active  part 
in  that  battle.  AVe  were  in  line  IVom  Saturday  until 
the  Wednesday  following,  and  liad  the  satisfaction  of 
giving  the  enemy  a glorious  thrashing,  and  of  redeem- 
ing any  character  we  miglit  Inive  lost  in,  the  ^Millicaii 
Bend  atfair.  We  now  spent  some  time  in  camp  drill- 
ing and  occasionally  doing  jiicket  duty,  until  the  enemy 
got  around  to  Port  Gibson,  Avhen  we  were  ordered  to 
meet  them,  and  on  tlie  1st  day  of  Jlay,  18(>3,  we  had  a 
stubborn  hglit  witli  them  near  that  place.  We  were 
forced  to  retriuit  back  to  Vicksburg,  but  remained  here 
only  a few"  days  beiore  we  w<*r<?  ordered  out  on  Big 
Black  Piver  to  picket  and  to  guard  the  crossings.  The 
Yankees  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  flackson,  and  the 
next  day  after  the  Baker’s  Creek  iight  our  troops  were 
driven  across  Big  Black,  at  the  railroad  crossing,  in 
the  direction  of  Vicksburg.  Our  regiment  fell  in  w’ith 
them  and  (*ame  into  the  city  as  rear  guard,  on  tlielTth 
or  18th  of  ^lay,  18(13.  Xtev  bi\gan  the  memorable  siege 
of  tlmt  placi*,  wliicli  lasl(‘d  until  J uly  1th,  wlien  came 
its  surrender,  and  witli  it  the  downfall  of  much  of  our 
hope.’  It  would  tak(.‘  a volume  to  detail  the  expe- 
riences of  Company ‘*1']’’ during  this  trying  tiimg  but 
sullice  it  to  say  we  were  always  on  liand  for  duty',  even 
when  it  came  our  turn  to  draw  our  share  of  mule  beef 
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After  bciu.G:  paroled  we  r(*tnrned  to  our  liomes  where 
we  remained  until  the  tirst  of  Jaiuiary,  ISdt,  at  which 
time  we  wer(‘  ealh*d  into  parol  camp  at  Vienna,  La. 
W(*  remained  hei’C  several  weeks,  and  no  exelm nge  be- 
ing eh'eeted,  we  wer(‘  giv<ni  furloughs,  with  orders  to 
rc])ort  every  lifieen  dtiys.  On  the  fust  of  dune  we 
were  onlered  into  parol  camp  at  i\rinden,  La.  After 
stayingluTe  until  the  14th  of  dune,  we  moved  toShreve- 
l)ort;  thence,  after  a short  stay,  to  Alexandria,  and 
went  into  camp  at  riueville,  where  wo  remaiiKMl  till 
February  18hd  ; thence  iiioved  up  Red  River  to  Cotilo 
Bayou  and  stayed  tluTO  until  Tape’s  surrender  ; then  to 
Natchitoches,  where  we  remained  till  in  3fay;  thence  to 
iMansfield,  at  which  place  we  were  dismissed.  We  ar- 
rived home  about  the  2dd  of  -May,  18(m 

ROLL  OF  C0:MPANY  31st  LOUISIANA  INFANTRY. 

Shelly  Baucu3i,  Ca])tain. 

D.  W.  Gladi)]:n,  1st  Lieutenant. 

Jas.  31.  Cleaver,  2d  Lieutenant. 

Tho-MFSON  Scott,  3d  Lieutenant. 

Wm.  F.  WalLxVCE,  1st  Sergeant,  transferred  to 
loth  Arkansas. 

Edmund  S.vndi:rs,  2d  Sergeant. 

W3I.  T.  ^VILL^.\-^rs,  3il  wSergeant,  discharged  April. 
4tli,  18d3,  on  account  of  physical  disability. 

d as.  J.  Howerton,  1th  Sergeant. 

R.  D.  Hightower,  dtli  Sergeant. 
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Chas.  a.  Baldwin,  1st  Corporal,  died  of  cousump- 
tion,  February  lOth,  18(Jd,  at  home. 

Elijah  Whaley,  2d  Corporal,  honorably  dis- 
chargeil  February  24th, 

Jas.  B.  Stevens,  dd  Cor])oral. 

John  L.  Simms,  4th  Cori)oral. 

Adams,  David  A;  xViidersoii,  Tiios.  W ; Alison,  James. 
l>ratlley,  Thos.  J. ; I>uik,  A.  W. ; E.  D. ; 

4>rannon  Win.  died  November  21st,  181J2,  in  hos- 
pital at  Monroe,  Louisiana,  ; Bradley,  dames  F. 
died  in  hos[)ital  at  3Ionroe,  September  1st,  1802,; 
Baldwin,  it.  4^.;  Blewer,  E.  S ; Burns,  W.  O.  died 
July  13th,  1803 ; Bradley,  W.  41. ; died  in  hos- 
l>ital  at  Vicksburg-,  April  1st,  1803  ; Buford,  Thos. 
J. ; Burk,  Perry  P. ; Burns,  Wm.  II. ; Buster,  L.  J; 
Bancum,  D.  C. 

Cole,  J.  ]\[.  died  August  10th  1803,  at  home.;  Camp, 
F.  M. ; Cami)bell,  J.  B.  ; Cleaver,  J.  N. ; Colbert, 
John  It.;  Culver,  Charles  xV. ; died,  xVugiist  1st 
1803;  Crawford,  A.  C.  transferred  to  10th  Ark- 
ansas, March  30th,  1803 ; Camp,  Joseph  W. 
Clayton,  A.  S.  transferred  to  10th  Arkansas, 
March  30th,  1803. ; Cunningham,  B.  F. ; Calhoun, 
J.  D. 

Dickson,  Denry,  died  eluly  1803  at  Vicksburg; 

Edison,  J.  W.;  l^tliridge,  John  J.  died,  in  the  hospital 
at  Monroe,  Novemlxn- 21st,  1802;  fhlwards,  L.  T. 
Edwards,  E.  W. 

Formby,  John  T.  transferred  to  17th  Louisiana,  March 
3d,  1803,;  Fainbrough,  T.  W.;  Ferguson,  W.  C.: 
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Foster,  W.  (t.  died  near  Milliean's  lieiid,  August 
21  st,  18()2  ; inniiigjiii,  .1.  A\".  died  at  Vicksburg,  in 
August,  181).,);  Fain,  O.  0.;  Foster,  Win.  »!. ; 
Farrar,  Kobert 

Goodwin,  F.  H. ; Green,  J.  ().  ; Iionorably  discliarged, 
Atarch  18tli,  bStJg;  (Jr<‘('n,T.  .1.  died  in  trenches  at 
Vicksburg,  tiiine  28tli,  ISi;:’);  Giddons.  Mitchell, 
died  at  Monroe,  Se[)teinber  I8tli,  18(>2;  Griiiith, 
W.  died  July  IDth,  in  liospital  at  Vicksburg; 
(xladney,  S.  Y. ; Gr(;en,  John  E. 
tJannegiu,  John  W.  died  at  Monroe,  in  July  18(58; 
Flale,  Win.  IL,  died  August  20th,  at  Monroe,  in 
hospital.;  Hightower,  ('has.  L.  killed  on  picket  at 
Vicksburg,  June  27th,  ISIfj,  ; Hines,  W.  W.  died 
at  Homer  of  measles,  September  oth,  18(>2;  Hines, 
Jas.  H.  ; Harp,  Thos.  J. ; Harrel,  T.  A.  G M.  died 
in  camp  at  Vicksburg,  December  10th  J8(52.  ; 
Hilburn,  E.  1>.  ; Harris,  Thos.  ().;  Hunt,  Jas  S,  ; 
IJiighes,  H.  fl. ; Holim^s,  A.  died  in  hospital,  at 
Vi(;ksburg,  April  loth,  18(53 ; Hetlin,  F.  W. ; 
Hammock,  tb  ; Hines,  S.  F.  ; Horty,  K.  L. 

Janies,  »!.  »!.,  honorably  discharged,  November  10th, 
1802;  Jaynes,  8.  1*.  ; Johnson.  W.  H.  ; Johnson. 
W.  N.  ; lohiivSon,  8.  A. 

Kidd,  E.  'r..  traiist(ur(‘d  to  2Sth  Ijouisiana,  May  lOth, 
18(52.  ; Kelh\v,  J.  It.  ; Kei'iier,  J.  11.,  discharged  in 
Novenilu'r.  18(52,  haviug  furnished  substitute; 
Knox,  H.  K.  ; Knox,  W.  J.,  died  in  July  18(5‘5,  at 
.Monroe. 
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Lewis,  E.  W. ; Lcacli,  J.  S. ; Lowe,  P.  C.  : Leak,  J.  P. 
Lee,  Win.  ^ Liulclen,  J.  A. 

Marsliall,  Joseph ; McHeeley,  Henry,  trauslerred  to 
12t]i  Louisiana,  February  12th,  Moore,  'P>. 

A.  died  at  home  in  Oluiborne  Parish,  8(p)teinber 
1st  1803,;  Morton,  John  (1;  Marshall,  Hiram.; 
Minchew,  A.  C.  died  in  camp,  eTackson,  Missis- 
sippi, Hovembor  8th,  1802  ; Moore,  J.  D. ; iUoore, 
W.  B. ; Morgan,  A.  G. ; olarsliall,  8.,  Morris,  G- 
A.  died  in  hands  of  enemy,  when  or  where 
unknown;  Maddox,  W.  T.,  died  August  23d, 
18G2,  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; ^Morgan,  A. 
S.  died  at  home.  May  3d,  1801 ; Morgan,  II.  T. . 
McDonald,  W.  8. ; McIntyre,  ^1.  died  in  hospital; 
Kovember  1th,  1801,  near  Alexandria ; Mizell,  J.  J ); 
Mooty,  J.  F. 

Owens,  W.  J.,  died  near  Monroe,  July  1863. 

Perry,  W.  O.;  Peninger,  H.  H. 

Ricks,  P.  H. ; Reynolds,  A.  J. ; Reed,  R.  E. ; Reed,  M. 
V.,  killed  by  cannon  shot,  December  28th,  1803  ; 
Renfrew,  G.  W. ; Rowe,  E.  H. ; Reed,  Watson  ; 
Russell,  L.  E. ; Robertson,  Thos. 

Spencer,  W.  J.  ; Smitli,  W.  E. ; Smith,  H.  C.,  trans- 
ferred to  19th  Arkansas,  Ajiril  15th,  1803;  Simons, 
J.  II. ; Stripling,  D.  11. ; Smitli,  31.  J. ; Sanders,  C. 
E.,  died  in  tlie  enemy's  hand  August  21th,  18(>2 ; 
Simms,  .1  T.  ; Spencer,  G.  ^V.  ; Stevens,  F,  M.  ; 
Strickland,  J.  R ; Summeriield,  John. 

Theus,  Samuel  killed  in  battle,  22d,  May,  1802 ; 
Tuggle,  W.  J.,  died  at  home,  August  Otli,  1803  ; 
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Trammel,  W.  S.  ; Tliiirmoiid,  C.  X. ; Tignor,  J.  T: 
Townsend,  E.,  dischar<i'ed  on  Surgeon’s  certificate ; 
Tayloi,  J.  W ; T(>wnsend,  J.  F.,  died  Xorember, 
5th,  lSfi2;  Terrell,  J.  W.,  died  in  Jnly,  1883,  at 
Monroe  ; Simmons,  W.  E.,  killed  in  battle,  Vicks- 
burg, May  23,  1S(I3. 

Waker,  J.  E.  ; Watson,  A.  J.  : Wise,  Mitchell;  Wise, 
John;  Watters,  A.  J.  discharged  June  12th,  1862, 
honorably;  Winn,  H.  C.  killed  in  battle,  June 
23d,  1863;  Whaley,  (1.  W,, ; Wise,  G.  W. ; 
Wallace,  J.  M. ; Winfield,  J.  A.  died  July  3d,  1863. 
in  hospital  at  Vicksburg. ; Walker,  W.  IT.  II.  trans- 
ferred to  cavalry,  Xovember  10th,1861;  Whaley, 
J.  M.;  Winfield,  W.  F. ; Walker,  J.  T. ; Whaley, 
J.  II.,  died  September  loth,  1863,  at  home ; 
Watson,  J.  0. ; Webb,  ll.  J. 

Year  wood,  0.  S. 

SKETCH  OF  COMPANY  25th  LOUISIANA  INFANTRY, 

BY  CAPTAIN  W.  J.  LESLIE. 

Company  “G”  of  the  25th  Kegiment  of  Infantry  was 
mustered  into  service  in  the  Spring  of  1862,  with 
about  70  men  and  otlicers.  Seaborne  Aycock  was  elected 
captain,  and  F.  C.  Ilarptay  W.  J.  Leslie,  and  Tom 
Brown,  lieubmants.  Third  Lieutenant  Brown  soon 
retired,  and  1st  Sergeant  flolin  Cook  was  elected  to 
fill  his  phu5e.  Soon  after  the  organization  ot  tin'  regi- 
ment w('  were  sent  to  (,'orinth,  Mississip[)i.  This  was 
just  alter  tlie  battle,  of  Shiloh.  The  first  active  ser- 
vice we  exp(‘ri(‘nced  was  at  Farmington.  When 
OorintU  was  evacuated  we  went  with  General  Bragg 
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on  Ills  Kentucky  raid,  :uid  were  en^aj;(Ml  in  tlie 
at  i^erryville,  and  aftin  ward  in  that  of  ■Murlreesboro. 
First  Lieutenant  Harper  liavini;-  resi^n(*d,  \V.  J.  Jjcslie 
became  1st  lieubmant,  and  dolm  Cook,  :id  li(‘utenant. 
We  were  also  in  tlie  eampai;^n  from  Cliattanoopi, 
Tennessee,  down  to  Atlanta  and  dom‘sborou<;li, 
(K'or^'ia.  At  tin*  hitter  [)lac(‘,  \v<*  sulf(*rcd  tenlbly. 
< 'aptaiii  Ayco(*k  was  killed  ]i(*n*  in  a tew  ieot  of  tlie 
enemies’  works,  and  many  «)t]ie)*  ^ood  men  witli  him. 
W.  J.  Tjeslie  )iow  became  ca]dain,  and  John  (Jook  1st. 
lieutenant,  h'rom  »Ioin‘sbor()u;Lih  w(*  went  witli  Hood 
in  his  famous  Tennessee  campaign.  Aft(*.r  tlie.  disas- 
trous retreat  from  N'ashville,  we  were  sentt  to  Spanisli 
Fort  near  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  then*  did  our  last 
fighting’.  \\’lien  xS|);iiiish  Fort  succumbed  and  .Mobih* 
was  evacuat(*d,  wi*  fell  baelv  to  3I(*ridian.  31ississi]»])i, 
where  we  remaim*d  w Idle  our  Le<*  and  Johnston,  out* 
after  the  other,  w «*re  defeated  and  eom])(‘lled  to  sur- 
render; and  finally  we  wa*re  detaihal  to  guard  the 
quartiTinaster  and  commissary  stoi<*s,  until  th(*y  could 
be  taken  poss(*ssion  of  by  the  TJidted  States  authori- 
ties; and  thus,  perhajis,  weri*  the  last  body  of  organ- 
ized troops  in  the  (h)nfederate  seiwice  t*ast  of  tin*  Alis- 
sissiiqd  Kiver. 

ROLL  Oi’  C’()3II‘ANY  “(L”  2~>TH  l.A.  lA'FANTRV. 

SEAnoRM-:  Ayiuu'K,  Ca})tain;  killed  at  Jones- 
boiough,  Ga. 

I*,  if  Haki’i:k,  1st  Lieutenant. 

' NV.  J.  Lr.SLiK,  2(1  ]ji(‘nt(*nant,  proinot(*d  to(hiiUain: 

Tom  Hkown,  Jd  lac'utmmnt. 
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Ay(*o<*k,  R.  \V„  raptinod  April  S,  JSlirj;  All(*n,  .losii. 
Hristor,  \V.  [.:  liircli,  »I.  E,  (’oj  jMnal  ; IRish,  ,7.  K.; 
lirowii,  A.  II.;  r>i(»AVii.  ('haili'Vj  llakci,  J.eroy. 

killtMl  at  Spaiiisli  I’ort  ; 17ntk‘r, ; iJeanhai, 

IMnk. 

( 'ook.  N(*al.  womi(l(Mi  at  S]»aiiisii  Fori  ; ( ,'ook.  Neal; 
Took,  flolm,  1st  Sor;4<‘aijt,  att(‘rwar<l  iM.  aial 
1st  Iaout(Miant  ; ( 'aiiK'i-oii,  Abo;  ('aimaoii.  Flijali; 
(’arpontor,  A morions;  < 'liristiaii,  Tiiomas:  ('ar- 
lisl(‘.  John  ; ( 'allioini,  rloo  F.;  Corry.  (i.  W.,  Soi  - 
ooant. 

Diitbm,  Enoch. 

Enller,  Jack,  Sergeant;  Ford,  Jolm,  8orgt‘ant. 

Grittin,  , wounded  at  LNaryvillo;  Groor.  , 

wounded  at  Xashvdlh*;  Gi*(mmi,  Henry,  lost;  Grooi-, 
Manu(‘l,  wounded  at  Xashvilh*;  G1o\(*i‘,  »)ohn. 
S(‘rgeant. 

Hay,  1).  AV.;  Heard,  Joseph  ; Hargrove,  AV.  G.;  Hest(‘r. 

Elias;  Heard.  Ghailey,  Sergeant. 

Johnson,  J)ale  ; Johnson, . 

Kilgore,  W’.  Ivilgon*,  AVjn.,  ca])turt‘d  June  lSd4, 
near  Atlanta. 

Ta'c,  F.  I>.;  Let*.  Haun.;  Landingham,  AV'in. 

Arullins,  J.  1).;  Alullins,  \A^in.;  Massie.  (Jeorge;  Alassio. 

; Alalom*,  .V nthony  ; Alaloiu*.  Mat.:  Muse,  An- 

ilrew,  wouinled  at  I’eriy  ville ; Alorton.  James; 
Alullins,  ,loe. 

Xolen.  S.  A.,  wounded  Nov.  ISd.H,  Xolen,  J.;  Nolen, 
AVnn 

Oxlbrd,  Jei  rv. 


# 


i 


i 

1 


■i 

I 


t ■■ 


m 


THE  HISTORT  OF 


Pil^r<*iie,  T.  L.;  Pil^reiie,  ; Phillijis.  Seaborne: 

Pein)iiiii,toi),  T.  H. 

Russ,  floe. 

Tlumias,  8in>i])s. 

Wilson,  James;  Williams,  J.;  \Voo<l,  Xic.k ; Willie, 

J.  W. 

<4reeii,  O.  K.,  killed  .‘it  Spjiiiisli  I'ort. 

The  Ibreiioino*  embraees  all  the  naim‘s  and  partieai- 
lars  that  ha ve  been  tnrnish(‘d  ns.  The  roll  isevidcmtly 
imt>ertect,  which  wo  re ‘act. 

SKETCH  OE  CO  MCA  NY  ‘M’’*  .Itll  EA.  CAVALRY. 

EYLIEU'l'EIs’ANI'  R.  tIOAK. 

In  the  early  summer  of  l.Sbi!,  R.  L.  Oa])ers  raised 
and  equipped  in  ( 'laibovne  Parish,  a company  of 
mounted  men  to  be  nsinl  in  the  ( ’onfederate  sei’vici*  as 
Partisan  Jianii'm  s ; and  in  .Inly  of  that  year,  it  was 
mnstiTcd  into  sin*vi<*e  at  ]Uoiiroe,  Pa.  Tln‘  enlistment 
was  for  thi(*(‘  yieii’s  or  the  war,  i*av*ii  soldim*  fnrnisliin.ii' 
at  his  own  exjxmse,  his  hors(‘,  arms,  military  aceontre- 
ments,  etc.  Tin*  (*om]>any  was  ai‘nn*d  with  donbh*- 
barrelled  shot  ;i;nns,  and  with  sncli  side*  arms  as  each 
man  had  or  was  abh*  to  ])roc,iir(*.  Wln*n  tin*  <*ompany 
was  mnsti*re<l  into  st*rvic(‘,  an  ajipraisemeiit  <^f  cai'li 
man’s  i>rop(*rty  was  madi*.  ostensibly  for  the  [nirpose 
of  makin.i;  the  i:«>v<*rnmcnt  rcsjmnsibh*  for  the  loss  oi‘ 
destrnction  of  piivatc  property  in  pnblii*  si*rvic(‘.  Iml 
really  and  in  (‘Jeet.  tniadii”-  tin*  w hoh*  out  lit,  man, 
horse  and  arms  o\  er  lo  the  (’onfcdera(*y. 

^riie  (Hunpaiiy  kt*[»t  its»*ll‘  monnted.  chdln*d  atnl  armed 
during  the  entire  term  of  its  service;  and  we  might 
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liere  remark  a])[Mopriat(‘ly,  tkaf-  if  its  service  avus  not 
etfectivt%  its  niaintemmeecust  tin*  j^oNa-nimeiit  but  little. 

At  its  original  or^aiiizal ion,  the  <a)inpany  was  otti- 
eered  by  II.  L.  C^i])ers,  rai>(aiji  : John  S.  Young,  X.  A. 
tScott,  G.  A.  Gordon,  Lieutmian's;  and  ^IcNouel  Brown, 
Orderly  Sergeant. 

Capers  and  Yonng  wer<‘  to  .some  <‘xt(;nt  exp(‘rieneed 
otlieers,  both  having  serv(‘d  a slioi't  time*  in  Virginia; ( 'a- 
pers  asCaptain  inthet>th  liouisiana  Infantry,  and  Yonng 
as  Li(‘utenant  in  tiie  2d  Louisiana  Infantry;  the  rest, 
otlieers  and  men,  were  *M‘aw  reernits.'’  In  August, 
1802,  the  eomiiany  with  live  others,  was  organized  into 
a battalion  of  Partisan  Hangers,  with  Sam  Chambliss 
as  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  11.  L,  Capers  as  Major. 
Jolin  S.  Yonng  beeoming  ('ajitain  of  tlie  (rompany  by 
jiromotion.  The  eompany's  ])osition  in  the  battalion 
was  that  of  P,”  tiie.  junior  company,  by  viaisou  <d' 
its  then  captain's  Ixnng  the  junior  captain,  and  it  was 
ever  after  known  as  company  ‘‘  F.’’ 

Young  served  as  cajitain  longer  than  any  other 
the  company  had,  and  almost  all  llu*  dnty  it  «‘ver 
perform(‘d  of  any  conseipience,  was  under  his  adminis- 
tration. lie  was  a lirave.  comjxgimt  and  etlicient  ollicm-, 
respecled  and  io\  t‘d  by  tin*  mni  lu'  commanded.  1'lie 
(‘xistenc(‘ of  tli(‘  c(»mpaiiy  as  part isan  iang<‘rs.  was  of 
short  duration,  it  bi'ing  soon  jnit  into  the  regular 
cavalry  servi<a‘.  Ollna-  I'ompanies  wme  aibhal, 
the.  battalion  was  iornied  into  a rt'gimcnt,  uith  P.  L. 
Capers  as  ('olonel;  John  IS.  Yonng  Mas  snliscipunirly 
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elected  Mnjor,  niid  wns  ('olniu*!  nt  tlu*  <ilos<* 

of  tll(‘  NVJIV. 

TIu'  military  o]nM'ations  ot  tliis  company  weic  roii- 
lim'd  almost  wholly  to  the  swam j>  rouiitry  hetwtMMi  the* 
( )iiaehita  and  Mississippi  i iv(‘is.  Tixm  thiMiiauunra- 
tion  of  (lemaal  Hank’s  eampai,J4n  of  Ited  Kivta',  it 
op(‘ratt‘d  under  tin*  <‘ommand  ol'( lem*ral  Li<hh*ll  on  the 
east  hank  of  the  i iN'(*r.  doing  some  good  ser\  ice.  Sin-h 
was  the  arduous  duty  ]n‘rfornn*d  by  this  eoin[)any 
during  this  eam]Kn'gn,  that  out  of  one  hundred  and 
thirt(*t‘U  men.  and  four  eojnmissiout'd  ofti(*ers,  it  had  in 
line  when  it  left  lIarrisoid)urg  for  J\ed  Hiver,  it  ha<l  left 
only  one  eoiniuissioiied  oflieer  (Hieuteuaut  (1.  A.  G<u-- 
dou)  and  about  thirty  nou-eoinmissioued  oftie(*rs  and 
})rivates  wln*ii  at  tin*  eiosi*  of  tin*  eainj^aigu  it  arrivi'd 
at  Monroe,  to  rest  and  r(cuj>eran*,  all  tin*  rest  havitig 
siiccuuiIhmI  to  har<lshii)s,  privations,  and  the  missiles 
of  t In*  t*in*my. 

'I'his  eoin})auy  was  in  several  skirmishes,  but  in  no 
rt'gnlar  batth*  oi‘  general  engagement,  tln*r(dbri^  in 
sketehingits  history  W(*  have  little  tbod  for  our  t)en. 
save  to  detail  I In*  monot<nions  i-t)ut  iiie  of  eamt>  lite.  It 
e(*i'tainly  had  its  shai<*  of  sntVeJing.  hardshii>s  and 
l>rivations  ineid(*nt  to  a soldioHs  lite;  att<*r  marehing 
«la\  and  night  thiongh  ln*at,  rain  and  « (hd,  sto[»ping 
only  when  the  ini|u*rions  eommand  of  natun*  d<*mainled 
rest;  lying  down  sni)[»“rless  upon  the  w (*t  <*art  h fora 
bed,  with  sa<hll(*s  for  j>illows  and  W(*t  blankets  for 
eovering.  sleeping  as  sw  t'etly  as  if  upon  a bed  of  ros(*s, 
and  dri'aming of  feasting  upon  \ iainls  prej)ared  by  the 
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liands  of  lovod  ones  at  lioine.  Sueli  is  the  lih*  <d‘ 
th(‘  soldier  and  the  lavn  oi‘  the  historian  has  not  faih'd 
to  r(‘eoi(l  it. 

Th(^  Idstoiy  of  (’oinj)any  **  K“  l'nndsln*s  us  witli  no 
(‘\4M‘))tional  instaiKM's  (»f  individn.il  ))!‘o\V(*ss,  no  hair- 
breadth esea]>es  or  d«‘s|M‘raf<‘  adventnn*s  that  wanibl 
make  tin*  aetors  famous,  ur  furnish  pabulum  for  the 
writers  of  romanee;  and,  kind  reader,  il‘  such  should 
crop  unawares  into  tin's  dull  sketch,  attribute  it  rather 
to  a morbid  d(*sire  to  ]>leas«*  than  to  tli(‘  famtiful  cat'a- 
tions  of  a romantie  ima.iiination.  \V<*rt*  we  not  trying’ 
to  write  vta'itable  history,  we  mii>iit  for  the  nnlMdlish- 
nient  of  our  work  and  the  (hdeetation  of  the  reader, 
int(‘rpolati‘  him  a little  ejnsode.  \\v  mi^ht  ,iirand- 
iloqnently  tell  of  a litth‘  eseajiade  oeeirrrin,a  at  a tiim* 
ere  drill  and  dis(M])lin(‘  (the  sehool  of  the  sohlier)  had 
made  of  this  eonpiany  an  (‘ffeeti^'e  body  of  troops.  ^Ve 
mi't'ht  relate  how,  in  his  dire*  extrmnity,  e\'ery  man  fob 
lowing'  that  fundamental  \nw  of  nature — self-presm  va- 
tion — adojdial  and  jmt  into  exeeaiticm  the  motto  of  tho 
»»reat  Najiohon  at  \Vat(*rloo.  Sutire  ifiii  prut.  Ibit 
howt‘ver  inueh  our  inelination  mi^ht  h*ad  us  in  that 
direedion,  we  forbear,  for  such  was  not  our  original 
piirpos(‘.  It’s  a history  \\v  ar<*  artmn])tin,i;  to  writ<‘. 
not  a romanee;  w her(‘fore,  kind  readm-.  I pra\  yoni- 
indul^'ene(‘,  for  my  theme  does  not  arouse  tlu‘  dormant 
faculties  of  m\-  imauinarioii,  nor  does  it  set  my  pen 
scribbling' e/o  /vade,  vaUnnit,  tin'  darini;  deeds  of  lieti 
lions  herm's.  Ih'tter  an  nn\arnislnMl  ireital  ot'  plain 
facts,  than  a ^arrish  display  of  words  (hMaiiinj^  llu' 
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exploits  of  lievoes  existiii”  only  in  the  ijmi»iinatiou  of 
th(‘  auth(»r.  If  iny  is  dull  and  iiuinrerestin};’  it 

lias  this  ;;-ood  <jii:ility — »t  is  tru(‘.  A i’exv  more  faets 
amt  tin"  eiirtain  will  diop.  W(‘  have  no  (h\sii-e  what- 
ever, to  apjiear  in  [irint,  and  hav<*  writlmi  this  at»rho 
reijiiest  ot,  and  only  to  aceoinimrlate,  tln^  author. 
\V(‘  havt‘  written  with  no  data,  saA  e thos(‘  fnrnislu‘d  liy 
memory,  and  have  triod  t-o  Ih‘  Just.  Wi‘  entertain 
none  but  tln‘  kindliest  feidin^s  towai'ds  our  former 
coinvad(?s  in  anus — thmidbre,  ‘Miothinii  <‘xtenuate  nor 
aiyi^lit  set  down  in  maliee.’’*  ^Ve  will  now  elose  this 
arti<*h‘  by  ^ivini;  th<‘  nann's  of  the  oflieers  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  elose  of  the  war;  G.  (iordon,  ('a])tain  ; 
A.  W.  Palmer, d.  II.  ( 'arr  and  *).  K.  Monk,  Lieutimants  ; 
MeXouel  Brown  was  oiderly  dnriii;Lt  the  entin‘.  war. 
We  have  piuamsely  alrstaimul  from  i;oini;  into  iletail, 
hence  many  incidents,  of  intmest  only  to  the  actors, 
havebemi  omitt(‘d. 

ROLL  oy  COMl’A^’Y  -‘id’  eTH  LOinSTAY.  V CAVALKV. 
R.  L.  Ca])ers,  Cajitaiu — aft(U*ward  major  of  battalion, 
and  then  Colonel  ol  dth  hh\iiiment. 
riolin  lS.Ah)un<>-,  1st  Liimtenant — })romott‘d  to  Ca|)tain, 
then  ehated  ma  jor  of  dth  Regiment,  and  afterward 
promoti'd  to  Lieutmiant  Colonel. 

N.  J.  Scott,  iM  Lieutenant. 

C.  ,\.  Cordon,  iM  laVut enant,  dr. — bia-ame  (hiptain  by 
promotion 

McNouel.  Crown,  ()rderl\  Sm\aeaut. 

Allen,  T.  L.:  Armour,  J.;  An^^lin,  H.;  .Ayeoek,  J.;  At- 
kins M.  F,;  Adkins,  F.  M. 
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Brown,  Sid ; Bdl;ir,  M.  C.;  l>eiiiiett,  J.  Blaiikinsliip,  J.; 
JBurkley,  J.  V.;  IknMie,  Ik;  ]>(h*iio,  \V.:  Beene,  L.; 
Beeeh.  J.  W.;  Bmoks.  T.  W.:  Brooks,  G., 

Biiovii,  W.  1*. 

('r(tw.  G.;  (\)leiii;m,  \V.  k’o\'in.‘;l on,  \V.:  Cleveland, 

\V.  G ; Cromp.  J.  il.;  Croiu]>.  J..;  (kirr.  A.  H..  he- 
caim*  *i<l  Lieutenaiil  of  rite  eoiiipany. 

Dunn,  tl.  M.;  Deiitoss,  G.;  Dtnnoss.  K : Demoss,  M.  C.; 
Demoss,  L.;  Deloaeh,  W'.  VV.;  Doimlas.  J.  M.; 
Demetz,  Deter  ; Dyer,  L.  F. 

Edwartls.  L.  F. 

Foster,  J.;  Foster,  Jke  ; Frost,  W.;  Franks.  H.;  Franks, 
»].;  J'raiiks,  F.:  Festervan.  K.:  Fest(*rvaii,  B.; 
Gibson,  d.  M,;  Grider,  11.  (k;  Gray,  F.:  Goolsby,  P.; 
Good  son,  M. 

Hamilton,  T.  Ik;  llollin.iiswortli,  L.;  Hall.  G,;  Hender- 
son. \A'.;  Hines,  F.  1).:  Heard,  Seabe  ; Heard,  d.; 
H(*ard,  P.;  Harrison,  T.,  Hammons.  Fk; Hii;litower, 
Tom.;  Hi”lito\V(*r,  K.  Ik 
dones,  T.  d.;  flones,  (x,  F 

Kendriek,  T.:  Kini;-,  d.  W.;  Ken<lri(*k.  d.;  Kirby,  L.; 

Kirkpatrick,  T.  d. 

Lowe,  K.:  Lndliam,  G.;  Lndham,  d.;  Lyons,  F. 
Mendenhall,  T.;  Mays.  d.  IL;  Mays,  M.;  Mays,  H.; 
Maddox,  d.;  M(acm-,  ^V.;  ^lartin.  d.;  Mc('leish,  d,; 
Marshall,  Gnit;  Mundane,  d.  II.;  Mayliehl,  G.; 
Maylield,  d.;  Monk,  d.  Ik,  became  iM  dunior  Lieu- 
tenant; Massey,  A.;  Maddox.  W.;  Maytiehl,  L. 
Kelson,  G.  W. 
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W,;  Odum,  H.  I\;  Odum.  M.  ()<lnm.  A.;  Oaks, 
K.j  Oak,  Isaac, 

Pair,  J.  W.;  Payne,  J.  FI.;  Palimn’,  A.  W.,  became  1st. 
lii^mtenaiit. 

Raji'sdab*,  W .:  Keml,  J.;  Raiiey,  11.  O. 
iSliaw,  Oeoi-^’c  : Slioit,  d.;  Slienil,  A.  II.:  Simr*s,  Isliam; 
Sansiim',  Z.;  Strickia iid,  M 

Taylor,  J.  H.  M.;  Taylor,  J.  M.;  Tu^^T*,  II.;  Terreii- 
Sam  ; Ti]){)tTt,  Jim  ; Tii>pett,  John:  'niomas, 
H.  F.:  Traylor,  O.  1).;  Traylor,  H.;  Thiydi[)en,  B. 
Waller,  J'.;  Warmo(*k,  A.  iU.;  White,  M.:  Witter,  J.  A.; 
Wiley,  W.  G.;  Willis,  T.  S.;  Wilson,  J. 

Ao  particulars  liirnisht'd  with  the  above  roll. 

THE  MrrsDExX  K’ANEEKS. 

This  was  a cavalry  com[)any,  ami  hj't  tlni  parish  for 
the  seat  of  war  .about  tin*  1st  ol'  A])i’il,  1SG2.  It  was 
tirst  sent  to  (.'orinth,  Miss.,  wlnac*  it  served  a short 
time  under  Corns.  Bealiri'.uard  and  N'andorn.  Jt  was  in 
the  'renm-ssei*  Army  dnrin.u  tln^  liieatm-  jiart  of  the 
t(‘.rm  of  Its  servi<*e,  and  was  in  many  diff<*rent  en^a.^v- 
nnmts,  but  foi'tnnatelx  lost  but  few  nnni  in  action.  It 
saw  servici*  in  Timnessiu*,  M ississi{>pi,  Alabama,  ami 
(b‘or^ia,  and  liiially  sumaidcn'd  under  (len.  For(‘st 
at  Oainesville,  Ala. 

KOLL  oy  THE  MINDE.V  K ANin’JlS. 

F.  1).  WiMiiEKLV,  (’aptain. 

W.  C.  Pa'I'ILLo,  1s(  Lieutenant. 

A.  (L  IlAKi’Eii,  lM  Li(‘utenant. 

Joe  ILamil'I’on,  Jd  Limiteiiant. 
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fl.  Y.  1st  Heri't^aiit — ('iij)tHiii  on  re-orpnji- 

zation. 

BlrU'kmaii,  Hrantly,  Doric;  Kat<‘s,  I*.  P,;  Hutlor, 

(Hivrr:  PxMim'tt,  John;  Ueimrtt,  S.  \V. 

( ’ui j)rpj»rr,  S.  W'.:  ('rocker,  Win.;  (.hiulield,  J.  M.;Oahil, 
— ; (hirter,  »!.  J.,  Third  Lieutenant  on  re-organi- 
tion  ; Clinton,  Jack;  Caidield,  D.  (\ 

Dunn,  Jolin;  Diitdrd,  Towlicid ; Darby,  Steidnai; 

Darby,  James  ; Davis,  W.  A. 

Evans,  H.  (I  ; Eastland,  Win. 

Fay,  E.  H.;  Fuller,  Win.;  Fuller,  P>.  Fuller,  J.  D.; 
(Tereii,  T.  J.;  Grounds,  J.  G.;  Gossway,  T.  J.;  Gray, 
Sim;  Garrett,  John  11.;  Garion,  Thomas;  Galla- 
gher, Scott. 

Hart,  K.  J.;  Henry.  J.  F.;  Hardy,  J.  E.;  Hodges,  E. 

\Y.;  Hudson,  J.  AV.;  Ibmry,  J.  R;  Hartzog,  Joe. 
Jones,  Wm.  ; Jomes,  A1  trial . 

Killer,  J.  M. ; 

Leary,  Jim.;  Loy,  Jno.  C. ; Lam  aster,  Jnles  ; Laseur, 
J.  L.  A.  ; Lackey,  flolin. 

Alidchew,  A.  (k : .Miadcs,  Xacy  ; McKee,  J.  J. ; 

McKemi(‘,  J.  G. ; Mui  phy,  Niniis;  .Mc.Arthnr, ; 

.McClendon,  A.;  Monzingo,  G,  W . ; .Monzingo,  S. 
A.  ; Alonzingo,  J.  J.  ; Alonzingo,  Gih‘s;  Monzingo, 
Lewis:  .Monzingo,  White;  .Monzingo,  Thomas; 
Monzingo,  Abe ; Mailin,  Yatlianiid,  .M.  2d.  Lieii- 
tmiant,  reorganization;  Morrow,  INJcr;  Mayberry, 
Wm.  ; Mullins,  Dan;  Martin,  .VIcx.  ; Morniw,  P.  Y. 
Nohm,  A.  ; Newsome,  A.  W.  ; Nhdson,  Tom  ; NiJsim, 
Luck;  Noland,  Avery;  Noal,  T.  H. 
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Oliver,  A.  B. 

Pierce,  ]\liir[)]iy  ; Peters,  Lewis. 

Randle,  Pobert;  Randle,  Tlioinas ; Ratelifl',  Isaiah  | 
Rateiitc,  Rieliard. 

Simiuous.  rf.  IL— Orderly  servant  in  reorpinization  ; 
Ste^\  art,  J.  ; Stanley,  Thos.  ; Sinitli,  Milt(ni  ; 
Smith,  \Vm.  ; Sininions,  Dr. 

Thompson,  R.  E. ; Taylor,  J.  D.  11.;  Taylor,  1).  M.; 
Taylor,  X.  B. 

Ward,  H.  ri. ; Watkins,  L.  B. — 1st.  Lieiitenantatre- 
orjtanization ; Wafer.  Ci(ano;  White,  Irby;  Wim- 
berly, J.  0. 

COMPANY  n,’’  28th  LxV.  infantry,  by  G.  T.  WINN. 

This  company  lelt  ilomei*  on  the  10th  of  May,  1<802, 
with  about  120  men.  and  on  the  15th  joined  Colonel 
Gray’s  28th  Re^imeni  at  5Ionroe,  La.  Soon  after  its 
organization,  the  re^.iiment  moved  np  near  Yienna. 
where  we  sp(mt  soim'  two  monrhs  in  <lriiling.  Frojn 
here  we  were  sent  to  the  ^Mississippi  River,  near  Mil- 
lican's  Bend;  thence  down  on  the  Teche,  where  we 
had  liYHiinnit  skinnishes  with  the  enemy:  tlience  np 
the  Teche  to  Franklin,  at  which  phu*.e  we  had  a sharp 
conllict  witli  the  Federals,  to  hold  them  in  check  until 
our  army  and  artillery  con  hi  make  their  exit  through 
the  nan-ow  ]mssa,uv  at  this  })oint.  In  this  en^aiie- 
ment  our  reniimnit  had  to  contend  a^Ltainst  fearful 
odds,  and  it  was  said  that  we  hd't  on  the  held,  killctl 
.pal  wounded,  a nninher  of  the  einnny  e<pial  to  tin* 
entire  fona>  we  cariic(l  into  tlu‘  lij^ht.  Ilerii  we  lost  a 
few  men,  killed  ami  tak<*n  prisoners.  Serj^eaut  J.  L. 
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Tippet,  a noble  soldier,  was  aniong*  the  killed.  From 
this  time  on,  we  had  fre(]i.ient  skirmishes  along  the 
Teche,  Atehatalaya,  Banif,  and  lied  rivxrs.  In  an 
engagement  on  Yellow  nayon,  we  lost  laent  James 
Simmons,  a good  .and  bin  ve  ohicer.  Tims  we  continued 
alternately  advancing  and  reti'eating,  until  the  engage- 
ments at  Manstuhd  and  I’lcasant  Hill.  In  these  eon- 
llicts  Claiborne  lost  some  valuable  men ; besules,  juany 
were  wounded,  among  whom  were  Lieut  T.  J.  Crim- 
mett  and  A.  B.  Boykin.  While  some  distinguished 
themselves  by  noble  deeds  of  valor,  we  may  say  that 
every  one  acted  Avell  his  part. 

Among  those  who  sickened  and  died,  we  recall  the 
following : J.  E.  Smith,  John  Honeycutt,  AYilliam 
Honeycutt,  Alexander  Johnson,  Janies  Harris, 
James  Tiiipet,  31.  O.  Shaw,  Green  Shaw,  S.  3Iit 
chell,  David  Christian,  William  Pennington,  and 
Josejih  Craker.  After  the  hipse  of  more  than  twenty 
years,  it  is  impossible  lor  me  to  give  a satisfac- 
tory sketiih  of  the  history  of  this  company,  having 
to  rely  solely  upon  memory,  and  we  therefore  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  reader  for  any  mistakes  or  omissions. 
None  liave  been  wilfully  neglected. 

ROLL  OF  COMPANY  ‘‘D,”  28TH  REGIMENT  INFANTRY. 

M.  O.  CuEATHAM,  Captain. 

Jas.  Simmons,  1st  Lieuteiiaut. 

War  SON,  2d  Lien  tenant. 

J.  Thompson,  3d  Lituitenant. 

A.llen,  Y.  D.  Jr.;  Autry,  John. 
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Boykin,  A.  Jk:  J’>ail4*y,  J*  (k;  Bird,  (r.  W.;  Bass,  ])r.f 
Bennott,  »).;  HtMim'U,  .leronK*;  JUitlor,  B.j  J»ntts. 
AVin.;  iirown,  NV,  1^'. 

Cam]),  J.  AJ.  \V.;  (.■rackcr,  (Miiisrian,  David: 

Cooksey,  Bolxat. 

Dvloavli.  Will.:  Dickson,  i^rank  ; Dn.^^ins, . 

Edmunds,  AV.  E. 

Griininet,  T.  Tljoinas;  (lallnKiii.  ( ’lia]»]x*!l. 

Hines,  Bennett ; lloneyentt,  Win.;  Hoiie.vt'iitt,  dolin  ; 
Hudgins,  B.;  Hood,  Strickland:  Hood,  A\'m.; 

Hood,  Fre<l.;  Holland,  Af.;  Jludgins,  A. 

Jarvis,  A.  F.;  Jolinson,  H.;  Jolinson,  John ; Jinks,  B.  B. 
Kinnebrew,  Eugene;  KinneVirew,  P. 

Alonk,  Alerrill ; Alonk,  P.;  Alullins.  1).;  Alullins,  O.; 
Alitchell,  Tlios.;  Ahdvinzy,  T.  .V.:  AIcKinly,  II.  B.: 
Aloreland,  J.  B.;  Alassey,  George.;  Alillincr,  Jasper: 
Moore,  Win.;  Aleadow,  T.  D.;  Alilliner,  H.;  Alang 
ham,  T.  J. 

Nolan,  Jolin. 

Pennington,  AVin.;  Patton,  AVni.;  Peterson,  Davis; 
Peterson,  N.;  Palmer,  J.  x\.;  Pattillo,  A.  B.;  Pink- 
nark,  AVin. 

Kainey,  G.  AI.  C. 

Shaw,  Al.  ().;  Shaw,  Gnaoi ; Smitli,  AV.  J.;  Smith, 
John;  Smith,  J.  J.;  Simmons,  Tol*e;  Spt^ers,  S. 
G.;  Spivy.  S.  G.;  Shockley,  L.  AI.:  Sh<‘t)ln‘rd,  Jet- 
t Vey  ; Shepherd.  Win.;  Sith.  J.  N. 

Tippet,  A.  J,;  Ti})j)et,  Jaimvs;  Thornton,  C.  1'. 

Winn,  G.  T.;  Winn,  U.  A.  N.;  Wallace,  Colvin;  Win 
sett,  ,U)hn,  A.;  W'alker,  \A’.  A.  ,1.;  Williams,  S.  ().; 
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Wombt^rly,  J.;  W’Jiiteliead,  Wm.; 

Marion;  NN'hiteljead,  IL;  ^V:u^s(>Il,  M.;  ^Vasoll, 
fleti';  ^Vilso^,  L(m*. 

Yomi^',  riias.;  N omijh,  N. 

List  of  moil  from  Clailmrm*  who  v<»linitt‘oro<l  in 
“AK(\\1)1A  IN  VK’ini.Ks’' 

of  r»ienvilU*  Paiisli,  commamlod  i»y  (hijitain  4'. 
Stamlifor,  vvliicli  (*ompany  formod  a part  of  Colonol 
T.M,8cott's  12tli  Ko^;imont  of  Infantry. 

Jolni  1),  (iivims,  dd  Limit' — died  atOolumlms,  Ky. 
E.  K.  Cook, 

J.  W.  Tipiiett, 

PL  H.  Tippodt, 

Jolm  Morris,  killed  in  battle, 

Joliii  Aitken,  died  from  siokness. 

Thos,  Tabor, 

T.  C,  Ware,  died  from  sicdcness, 

W,  B,  Humphrey, 

PTaiik  AVilldnson, 

Geo,  Dye, 

MadisoJi  Perritt, 

Henry  ITaritt, 

Willis  8aiin(b*rs, 

Thomas  Howard, 

Brown  (h)lvin,  killml  at  Peach  d’ree  Greek, 

John  Mask,  di(‘d, 

Wm,  Mask,  died  from  siidcness. 

Alonzo  Gask(\v,  di(‘d  from  sickness. 

Newt.  Milh‘r,  died  from  si<*kness 
Fraidv  Parker,  died  IVom  sickness. 
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Will,  Pjite,  diiMt  from  sirkiios^s, 

Ed  wn  rd  Fill  1 d o rbi  i rk , 

David  Grey,  killed  nt  Atlanta,  (Georgia, 

Jolni  Allen, 

John  Minton, 

J.  W.  Dorman, 

Kufms  ?vle,ljeroy, 

Law  re  nee  K n o w 1 e.^ , 

Alex.  Knowles, 

Wesley  Smith, 

Win.  IMurpliy, 

Win.  Tipiiett, 

Benton  Petty,  killed  ;it  Corinth,  Miss., 

S.  A.  Craighead, 

L.  A.  Craighead, 

Jim  Kicholson, 

R.  S,  Taylor,  wounded,  cajitured  at  Vicksburg,  ]Miss. 

We  close  this  chapter  with  the  following  apt  and 
beautiful  extriictfrom  O’llavaks  “Bivouaeof  the  Dead’’: 

The  mufded  drum’s  sad  roll  has  beat 
The  soldi(‘rs  last  tattoo; 

No  more  on  life’s  ])arade  shall  iiuhT- 
That  brave  and  (alien  few. 

On  Fame's  eternal  camping  ground 
Their  silent  tents  are  spread, 

And  glory  guards  with  solemn  round, 

The  bivouac  ottlie  dead. 
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No  nirnor  of  the  foe'is  advance 
Now  .swelLs  upon  the  wind  ; 

No  troubled  tliou^ld  at  midniccnt  haunt.s 
Of  loved  ones  left  behind; 

No  vision  of  the  morrow’s  strife 
Th(‘  warrior\s  dre;!iii  alarms. 

No  brayiii;;'  horn  <jr  s(‘rea min"  life 
At  dawn  sliall  call  to  ^^rllls. 

Their  shiv(‘r(*d  swords  are  red  with  rust. 

Their  ])luim*d  heads  ai*e  l)Owed, 

Their  haughty  l>anner,  trailiMl  in  dust, 

Is  now  their  martial  shroud  ; 

And  plenteous  funeral  tears  liave  waslied 
The  red  stains  from  each  brow  ; 

And  the  proud  foi  ins,  by  battle  "ashed. 

Are  free  tVom  anguish  now. 

The  neighiii"  trooj),  tht‘  tlashing  blade. 

The  bu"h‘’s  stirring  blast, 

The  charge,  the  dreadful  cannonade, 

The  din  and  shout  are  past; 

Nor  war’s  wild  note,  nor  gloiy’s  peal 
Shall  thrill  with  tierce  delight 

Those  breasts  that  never  more  may  feel 
The  rapture  of  the  tight. 
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(IIArTER  XIV. 


l?Er!ONSTRU<*Tr(L\. 

'I'lio  wwr  o\  (M-,  tli(‘ .i»eo])l(‘  of  rito  SoHtli  \v<*n‘ (-.jIIcmI  to 
})rLS8  throulili  ;i  moi'ii  tr>  iii^'  ordeal  tiian  tin*  war  itsidf. 
lioconstnietioii  was  yet  to  l>e  (‘ii<lur(‘d.  The  war  elos(*d 
in  tlie  early  siiimner  of  isr»r).  The  jjeople  wtae  then 

veil  a kind  of  military  <;()veriim<‘iit.  \Vells  was  (xov- 
ernor  of  this  State,  and  lie  at)pointe*d  John  JJ.  Wat- 
kins, of  Minden,  fliidge  <T  the  Distriet  ef  whi(*h  Olai- 
borne  formed  a l>ait,  and  A.  IJ.  (leor^ie,  of  the  same 
plae.e,  Distriet  Attorm*y.  J'Ik*  i>arish  ohieers  appoint- 
ed wei-(i,  M.  Callahan,  Clerk  of  the  Distriet  (h)nrt; 
John  Kimball,  Shei  ifl*,  and  flolm  1\.  Itamsey,  Ivecorder. 

In  18r>()  Congress  took  a<dion  looking  to  the  re-ad- 
mission of  the  Southern  States  into  the  Union.  The 
ratification  of  the  Fourteenth  and  J'dfteiaith  xVmeml- 
ments  to  the  Fedm-al  ( 'onstitntion  was  made  a,  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  restoiation  of  the  ITiion  The 
white  people  of  this  section  wen'  almost  solidly  o]>- 
l)osed  to  thi'se  amendments.  Thm*e  were  a tew  far-s(‘e- 
ing  men,  hnwc^vm*,  who  advocated  a(*<*epting  the  amend- 
ments, aiid  relnrning  toting  Union.  Prominent  among 
this  nniiiber,  in  this  s(‘ction,  was  Col.  J.  W.  .McDonald, 
of  .Mimh'ii,  OIK'  of  th(‘  ablest  and  purest  men  that  has 
ever  si'ivi'd  this  paiish  in  any  jniblie  capacity,  lb' 
was  at  tin'  time  misnnderstood  and  misrepresi'iited, 
and  bitter  prejudices  excited  against  him.  lie  has 


. . ' /■:  •-,  f ;,f  ; '1  ' ' ■'  ^ 


r : ■ ' , . ^ ^ i I ‘ ' i ■”■-  „ 1 ; } ' V;  H » - <1*  ' > 

^ ■ j , .r  ; ’ . ' - r:,  > ■:,  : ; 1 ‘ 

^ ; , . ■ 'jij-  M’;)  V ..  ,■  ' '' 


r 


1 

) 


H 

i 


: ■ ! ,■  , ';!'.  •:  y.{;,  ■ ;i  . ! >'  '■>  ' 

>,,  I , . ' ; i ■ , I ><;■*■*  .,’t  r it!  1 i !'*■>•  .!'»'. 

; ' , ! • I 1 'i  J','?' ' i V ^ i ■ !.  '<  f:  i 4 i ' '.i  M '>  t "J  ‘ 4 Kl  ? J 1 •■  i- 


CLAIBOIINE  FARlSn. 


245 


lived,  howevtM’,  to  s(m*  binisitt  vin<li(*;it('d:  the  pen})le 
liave  sinee  endorsed  liis  views.  The  ainendinents  were 
at  length  adopt(‘d,  and  in  ISOS  a ( 'onstitutional  C(vn- 
^'eldion  was  eaih'd  and  an  election  order(‘d  the  same 
year,  to  he  held  nndc!-  I'(‘(h'ral  snpei’vision.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  whii«*  |M‘o])le  manitesied  very  little  inttn- 
est  in  this  election.  The  i-ccently  emancipati'd  slaves 
wei*e  fnlly  invesj(Ml  with  the  right  ol'  siiltrage,  and  the 
whites  were  only  ]MM  inittc<l  to  <*X(‘.r(‘ise  the  right  umler 
conditions  whicli  tliey  i(\gar(h‘d  as  odious  and  degrad- 
ing. lender  such  conditions  it  was  not  strangt*  that 
the  Convention  whi('h  was  soon  to  assemhle  was  com- 
])Osed  largely  of’  ncgioivs,  and  white  carjiet-lraggei's, 
and  |)oliti('al  ad\'cnturcis  tVom  tin*  North.  The  hotter 
class  was  virtually  dist’ranc!iis(Ml,  and  tin*  property  and 
honor  of  tin*  v^tat(*  had  hirt  few  r(*pr(*sentatives  in  the 
Convention  of  IsrJS.  daspt*r  l>la(*khurn  and  ifill 
iMeadows,  (colored.)  wei’c  elected  d(*legat(*s  timn  ( 'lai- 
horne  to  this  Conv<*ntion. 

A constitution  was  frann*d  an<l  suhmitted  to  the 
people  jind  Stat(*  offic«‘rs,  and  a liCgislattire  was  to  lu* 
chosen  at  tin*  sann*  eh*ction.  Tin*  oppositicm  of  tin* 
hotter  (‘lenient  of  tin*  Statt*  was  so  pronounc(*d  against 
the  pr‘opos(*d  constitution  that  tin*  1 h‘nnn*r‘af ic  party 
r(*fus(‘d  to  pla(*(*  a ticket  in  tin*  li(*ld.  .V  few  consci  va 
tiv(*  men  hi’onglit  out  a tick(*t  to  coiit(*st  tin*  lh*ld  with 
the  Ih*iuirdicans,  and  dmlge 'faliaferro  was  placed  at 
the  ln*ad  of  tin*  li(*k<*t.  (/ol.  Mcltonald,  of  MiinU*n. 

was  on  this  ticktd,  'fin*  lh*|nihlicans  W(*r(*  sncc(*ssful : 
the  constitution  was  adoj)f(*dj  and  the  tiekt*t  headed 


246 


THE  HI  ST  OUT  OF 


by  H.  r.  Warmotii  and  niado  ii])  of  political  advent- 
urers elected.  Dr.  W.  \V.  liennett  and  C.  H.  Pratt 
Nvere  elected  to  tlu*  la^nislatiin*  t'roin  (.'laiborm%  S-.  I), 
Spann,  (derk  District  Court. and  K.T.  Dawson,  SlierilV, 
N.  J.  Scott,  Paiisli  Jndiic.  .1.  L.  Lew  is  w as  counted  in 
as  district  Jud^e,  but  was  subseipicntly  lemoxcd.  and 
J.  ('  lyuan  a])))oinled.  'I'iu*  w hite  (‘hnnent  liad  not  yet 
since  the  closer  of  tin*  war  tak(‘n  a very  activt*  part  in 
politics.  Ibit  when  they  saw  W'arjuoth  -and  his  crew* 
in  control  of  the  State  they  b(*;nan  to  open  their  eyes. 
It  was  seen  that  the  policy  of  non-action  would  not 
<lo,  and  it  was  resolved  to  rescue  the  State  Iroin  the 
control  of  tin*  eorruj)t  and  vtnial  band  wiiich  had 
converted. tin*  temple  of  lilan-ty  into  a ])and<*nioniuin. 
That  this  wars  accomplished  at  tlie  cost  to  some  extent 
of  violeiK'e  and  bloodsln*<l.  in*<*d  not  la*  wondeivd  at. 
When  revK'wed  now'  at  a periml  far  (‘uouc-h  removed 
I'or  th<*.  reason  to  be  s(d)er.  and  tin*  judgment  calm, 
it  can  not  be  said  that  forbearanct*  was  not  amoiii;-  the 
virtues  of  that  time.  N(OV  it  can  be  seen  that  uinh*i' 
the  ])eculiarly  trying  surroundings  matters  mi;;ht  have 
been  worse.  It  must  be  renn*mbered  that  the  race 
whi.'h  wherev(*r  it  had  gained  a foothold  in  all  history 
had  ruled,  was  here  t)laced  under  a ra<*,e  that  not  only 
was  recently  in  bondage,  but  that  was  totally  unused 
to  self-p)Vt*rnment.  This  ignorant  raci*  was  led  and 
incited  to  hostility  aj4ainst  the  white  race  by  desii;ii- 
in.H'  and  unscrupulous  white  men.  'fin*  colon*d  raci' 
had  to  undera(>  an  edmmtion  of  exinn b'lice.  They 
have  learned  lonj^  since  that  their  best  friends  were  to 
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ho.  found  in  tlioir  former  musters,  and  wore  now  will- 
in;^-  to  vote  witli  tliem.  In  tliis  ])arisli  tlie  tronl)l(*s 
het\v(‘en  tin*  rac(‘s  w(‘i’e  not  sej’ions  or  tlie.  feeliiii;’  so 
hitter  as  in  many  other  ioealities.  r[w)ii  the  wliole,  it 
must  he  said  tliat  the  two  r ees  liave  adjnste<l  tlnmi- 
stdves  to  iK‘w  ej.mhitions  witli  as  little  of  eommotion  as 
eonld  ha\(‘  heeii  reasooahly  expeeted. 

In  ISTO  ,I.C.  Meealoes  and  rl.  8.  Killen  were  el(‘Ct(Ml 
To  the  l(‘^islatni‘(5 ; \V  l\  Ayeoek,  Sheriff  .lohn  S. 
Poniii;’,  Parish  .Indj^tx  In  1ST-  the  eontest  for  8tat(* 
offices  Avas  an  exceedingly  warm  one,  and  attended 
with  j;Teat  interest.  At  tii’St  there  were  two  State 
tickets  ont  hoth  claimin.i;'  to  represent  t_c  Ive.st  ele- 
uiejit  of  the-  State;  one  was  lieaded  h_\  (^0!.  1).  K. 
Penn;  Ool.  Jolin  S.  Yonn<;’,  of  Claihorne,  as  on  this 
ticket.  This  wms  known  as  the  ‘PLiheral  Ticket/’ 
The  straight-out  Democratic  ticket  was  lieaded  hy 
John  ]\lcEnery.  For  a time  the  feeling-  between  the 
adherents  of  these  two  tickets  in  thiiJ  section  was 
(jnite  warm.  Harmony  was  soon  restored  hy  tin*  form 
ation  of  the  Fusion  ticket,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
vTohn  Hcihiery,  and  1).  P>.  ]h*nn  for  the  se<*ond  place. 
The  lh‘inihlican  ticked  was  leil  hy  Kellogg;  Win.  F. 
Mon^land  and  Thos.  I’rice^  wereM'hosem  for  th(‘ Leiiis- 
^ature  at  this  ehnaion;  ,1.  A.  Pichardson,  Clerk  of  the 
District  C'ourt : W.  hf  Ayeoek,  Sherilf:  J.  P.  Jhimsey, 
Pecorder  , X.  J.  Scott,  Ihirish  and  Pohert  P. 

\hni,elm.  District  Attorney.  W.  ,lasiier  i^lackhnrn 
was  the  Peimhlican  Candida t<‘ for  tin'  Simate,  and  J. 
W.  McDonald,  the  Democratic  candidate.  Both  can 
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<li(lat<‘s  wcic  <‘<)unt(Ml  in  by  tlinir  parties, 

ami  took  seats,  one  ih  tlie  Iv{‘lio.iiy  ami  tlie  otlier  in 
the  MelOiieiy  Li*yisjal iiro.  T1h‘  exeitin.u  eontest  whieli 
took  plaee  in  Orleans  (hiring  the  winter  of  1872- 

7o  is  still  reim‘inlM‘r(Ml  !>\  most  of  onr  peo]>le.  There 
were  two  ^oN'erimieiits,  or  al  Itaisl  two  atteni})ts  to  set 
nj>  State  ^overnnients.  A eoin]n’oinise  was  proposed 
on  whieli  public  oj»inion  was  eonsiilerably  dixideil. 
This  w'as  to  (MHi(‘e<l(‘  tb«‘  < lovermn  shi]*  to  Kidlo^u’^',  and 
.H’ive  the  Legislature  to  the  Denioerats.  ^diis  .measure 
Avas  favoreil  by  Si-nator  ^McDonald  and  the  Kepre- 
sentatives  from  this  t'arish.  It  was  known  that  the 
Federal  authorititxs  Avoidd  sustain  tlu'  Ivtdlo^j^’  (Gov- 
ernment, and  the  (*om]>roinise  was  thought  the  best 
the  Democrats  could  hope  to  do.  The  more  deter- 
mined and  lieadstrong  ol‘  the  Democrats,  however,  re- 
fused Uk‘  terms  of  eompromis(‘.  and  continued  in  a 
course  which  linally  result<'d  in  the  clash  of  arms  and 
the  shedding  of  blood  in  the  streets  of  N<*w'  Oiieajis. 
The  Democrats  gained  [iossession  of  ilu‘  State  House, 
and  would  hav<‘  sustained  tluausidves  and  gaimal  con- 
trol of  the  State  (iovernimmt,  Imt  Grant  brought  the 
bayonet  of  the  rnite<l  Stati\s  Gov<*rmm‘ut  to  bear,  and 
the  McFnery  fona's  wane  powerless,  'flie  Dcpresenta 
rives  from  this  ]>arish.  Moiidand  and  Price,  wer<‘ con- 
i'eded  elected  by  tin*  Kellogg  Legislature,  am)  when 
they  concluded  that  tlu‘  at4(‘m])t  to  sustaiii  the 
Fnery  Gov(‘rnim‘ui  was  usi*Jess,  and  also  foiind  that 
the  seats  <h‘  those  numilx'rs  that  wen*  conceded  elected 
by  tlu‘,  Kepnbliesns,  but  that  were  acting  with  tin* 


' j J I 

/.J  hii;: 


, ■ ) ':' r::r  ’^v:;  ■;.*  i\vv ! 

: :i;j  } 'i\i  '!'■ 

■: 

i/l  ' r!'>j»‘n 

,>i- 

’.■« i;  ?si*>-;;; ‘r|*»*/<*x)  Y_Vv*K’i 


GLAIBOmE  TARISn. 


‘240 


McEthtv  (H>venmH‘nt  would  l)o  filled  by  their  Kepub- 
Jie.uii  oj)])Oiieiits,  tlu‘V  took  their  si‘ats  in  the  Kello^jiji' 
L(\i;:isluture.  h'or  fids  tiie,y  w <*re  eensm<Ml  at  t he  time 
by  a eonsid(‘iabl(‘  jHUtioii  of  rh(‘ii’  eonstitumiey  ; but 
lat(‘r  wluMi  it  \\as  s<*(ui  by  all  tiiat  the  MeEm*ry  (lov- 
(‘runuMit  eoiihl  midiM*  no  eirrumstaue(‘,  have  been  sus- 
tained while  (Irant  was  I ’[(‘sidmit.  the  tet'linu'  auainst 
them  die<l  out.  and  thry  hav(‘  botli  sim-e  b(*(Mi  elected 
to  ottiee  by  the  t»eo])le  o1‘  (Maiborne.  Senator  M(‘- 
I )oiiald  also  fa voretl  the  ('oin[)romise,  and  tindinii' his 
views  anta.iionistie  to  those  of  many  of  his  i)eoj)le  he 
eoiiclud(Ml  that  under  tlu'  einaimstanees  lu^  eonld  ae- 
eomplish  nothing-  for  tluMu,  and  resi;[»'ned.  A.  B. 
(ieor^e  was  also  a Smiator  during’  tlu*se  tryin.it  days. 
He  adhered  to  the  .MeEiiery  (iovemment  till  the  last 
and  only  when  it  was  s(nm  that  further  effort  to  sus- 
tain MeEmn  y and  his  ( rovtn’iinient  was  utttnly  useless, 
did  he  into  the  K(‘llog.^’  S<nmte.  and  then  lu‘  refused 
to  receive  any  i>ay  for  the  time  he  had  nmiained  in  (In* 
McEuery  Stmate. 

In  1874  this  })arish  s(*nt  (len.  dohn  Voun^  and  II.  (J. 
Mitchell  to  the  Le.i>islatnr(‘.  Nelson  d.  S(*ott  was  re- 
ele('t(Ml  parish  Judges  and  W’.  Ay(a)ck  Slun  itf.  This 
ytair  the  l)(‘mocralic  i>arty  i;ained  control  of  tin*  lower 
branch  of  the  State  Ee^islatnii*.  4'h(‘n*  was  a kind  of 
<*omi>romis«‘  «mter(Ml  into  by  which  tin*  Demociats 
effectml  this.  44ie  mendun's  from  this  parish  partici- 
pat(Ml  in  this  com[)romise,  and  for  so  doin.ii  wa*r(‘ con- 
dmnned  by  soim*  ol' t ln*ir  eonstil lumts,  but  Voun.i.i‘  was 
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returned  to  tlie  Lej»i^Iatiire,  and  lUitcliell  promoted  to 
the  Senate. 

In  1870  tlie  State  J)emoeratie  CoiiV(uition  nominated 
Gen.  Franeis  T.  Xieliolls,  one  of  the  pnr<*st  and  most 
incorruptible  men  in  tlie  State,  tor  Governor.  He 
was  otiposed  by  S.  i>.  l*ackard.  From  tliis  parisli 
Gen.  doiiii  Youiii;  and  ('<d.  J.  d.  Duke  were  eleeted  to 
tlie  Le<ii.slatnre.  Drew  Fergiis«ui,  Clerk  ottin*  District 
Court,  H.  W.  Kirkjiatriek,  Sherift,  J.  Scott.  Farisli 
Judge,  J.  K.  Kamsey,  ivecorder.  II. G.  3Iitcliell,  ot  this 
parish,  was  elected  a Senator.  E.  M,  Graham.  oi‘ Lin- 
coln, was  at  this  election  chosen  District  Judge,  and 
Allen  Barksdale,  ot  the  same  ])arish,  District  Attorney. 
This  was  an  exciting  campaign  toi-  hu  al  otlicers.  and 
it  space  permitted  many  amusing  incidents  might  be 
given  whicli  would  be  ot  interest  to  the  reader. 

Xicholls,  with  the  entire  Dmnocratic  State  ticket, 
was  elected,  but  Packard  counted  himseltin  hojdngto 
be  sustained  by  the  Federal  government,  as  Kellogg 
had  been  in  1872.  But  this  time  tlie  Bepublii'an  jiarty 
had  more  on  its  hands.  The  Dimiocrats  had  carried 
the  national  elecTion  and  chosen  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  ot 
Xew  York,  jiresident.  For  mouths  t here  was  commo- 
tion ami  excitennmt,  not  only  at  Washington  and  Xew 
Orleans,  I>ut  throughout  the  laml.  At  la>t  by  tht‘ 
“Crinui  ot  tlie  (’entury,*’  tlie  Bejuiblican  jiresidmit  was 
seated,  but  by  a judicious  and  wise  courst‘  Gov. 
Nicholls  sustained  his  government,  and  Packard  and 
his  crew  being  abandoueil  by  the  traudulimt  Hayes, 
who  was  ileteated  at  the  ballot  box,  but  made  presi- 
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deut  by  an  to  seven  eoininission  eom^octed  to 

cheat  the  pco])h‘,  soon  w(*nt  to  tiiT*.  wall.  The  Beino- 
crats  nt>\v  found  tliemselves  in  full  control  of  Louis- 
iana. The  carpot-ba.iij^’ers  and  Radical  rnh*  \v(‘re  a 
thin,<4-  of  the  ]>ast. 

The  l)(‘inocrats  beini>’  in  control  now  be.nan  to  divide 
ftinoii”'  themselves  as  to  <juestions  of  state  poli(*y. 
There  was  a (hnnand  fr(un  many  rpiartei-s  foi-  a Const i- 
tntional  Convention — many  insisting’  that  the  ]>oliti(ad 
welfare  of  the  State  was  inseparably  coiniecterl  with 
this  measure  ; others  thon.i^ht  this  a^ixitation  ])rernatur(‘ 
and  insisted  that  the  better  plan  was  to  amend  tlie  old 
constitution,  and  wait  till  the  political  status  of  the 
State  was  more  securely  settled  and  the  State  better 
able  to  incur  the  ext>ens«*  before  calling-  a Constitu- 
tional (h)iiveiition.  There  weie  still  others  who  thought 
that  they  discerned  as  tin'  ulterior  pni*t)ose  of  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  for  a Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, a desire  to  cut  short  the  term  of  (lov.  Xicholls. 
(lov.  Xicholls  boldly  annonneed  in  his  spee(‘h  accepting 
the  nomination  that  il’  (‘lectcnl  he  would  bi*  the  Crov- 
ernor  the  wliole  ]»t*ople,  and  faithfully  and  impar- 
tially administer  the  laws.  This  was  thought  l\v 
soiiM'  a tine  thing  for  a candi<lat(‘  to  say  on  the  thres 
hold  of  a campaign,  but  a bad  thing  when  i)ractically 
tmforced.  (lov.  Ni<*]iolls  proj>os(Ml  to  practically  «m>- 
tbree  what  hc‘  had  said  s\h(‘ii  lu‘  lu'caim*  a candidatig 
and  lor  this  reason  his  administi-ation  was  nnpopnlar 
withc(‘i'tain  classes.  Ih‘tw(‘en  tln‘S(Mlillerent  elements 
the  proj)Osition  of  calling  a convention  was  discussed. 
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Tlii^  sciitiiiKMit  of  tlui  i)ul)Iic  pivpmi(lorat(Mi  in 

favor  ol‘  tlM‘  <MHiv<‘ntion.  and  fin*  Loi;islatiir(‘  of  1<S7.S 
was  ol(^ct(Mllar^(‘ly  on  this  issii<‘.  This  v(‘ar  Olaiborm* 
oh‘(;tod  (b  Maitiii  and  fJ.  11.  Hay  to  the  Loiiisla- 
tim*,  H.  KirUpatrirk,  SlNoitf,  dolm  A Kirliardson, 
I’ai'ish  fJudi»e,  dud,j4i‘  d.  1).  Watkins,  of  Miinhoi,  and 
dno.  (’.  \bni('<‘,  ot' J>ossi(‘i'.  w(M(‘  this  yoar  »‘h*rt(*d  Son 
atoi  s iVoni  this  8(‘iiatoi  ial  District,  d'his  was  a spirit'd 
cainj)ai.J4n  throumhont  tln‘  ])arish  for  local  officers, 
but  space  forbids  chuails.  This  Le^islatim*.  calh*d  a 
Constitutional  (hm vention,  and  an  tdection  was  hehl 
tlu‘  following'  year  to  (dioose  delegates.  AYin.  F 
Morehuid  and  llev.  d.  T.  Davidson  were  elected 
delegates  from  tliis  ])ai-ish.  The  ('onvention  assem- 
bled, and  the  ])eoph*  throughout  tlu'  Statii  wer<*  agita- 
ted ovei- th(‘  State  d<d>t  (piestion.  The  Itadical  admin- 
istration hml  left  th(‘  Stat<‘  heavily  invidviMl,  and  many 
of  the  people  belie\  ed  that  11h‘  bonds  issued  by  the 
Kellogg  goV(‘rnment  wi*r<‘  fraudulent,  and  w ere  in  fav- 
or of  reimdiation.  Tin*  Conv(‘ntion  was  divided,  and 
tinally,  as  a c.om])roniise  nn^asim*.  mlojitt'd  th(‘d(‘bt  oj- 
dinance,  with  the  Constitution,  Howard’s  Lott(*ry  and 
• all  were  submitted  to  the  piojdi*  in  tin*  Di'cemla-r  tol- 
lowing.  The  Stat<*  and  local  ollices  became  vacant  by 
tin*  etfect  of  the  new  ('onstitntion,  and  these  W(*rt‘  also 
to  be  chos(‘n  at  this  i‘h‘ct  ion.  Tin*  contest  foi* tin*  local 
ollices  was  warm  in  this  parish,  and  i‘(*snlt(*d  as  fol- 
lows: A.  li  Atkins  and  doim  lb  l’hilip])s  were  elect- 

«*d  to  tin*  Legislatui<* : Di(*w  t'ergiison,  ('lerk  of  the 
District  (Joint;  »l.  11.  M.  d'aylor  Sln*jilf ; Judg(*  d.  D. 
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Watkins,  of  Wobstor.  and  Jolin  C.  Vain'e,  of  Bossior, 
tilt*  candiilatos  elocTod  from  this  district  to  tin* 
Senate.  flud^(;  M.  (Iridiam  and  Allen  Barksdale 
were  re-ele(ded  Jndi;e  ainl  District  Attoiney.  U A. 
AViltz  was  ele.cted  (lov<*rnor  «>f  the  State,  luit  die<i 
shortly  after  his  eh'Ction.  and  was  succeeded  hy 
Lieiitennant  S.  D.  -McKnery.  'rin*re  was  now  no 
State  election  till  ISSt.  and  the  people  >veie  com- 
paratively litth*  tiisturhed  by  [lolitical  discussions, 
for  a time.  In  1SS3  then*  was  a very  spiiited 
cainpaijiu  for  the  nomination  of  ^’overnor.  'fin* 
war  of  the.  factions  was  bitt(*r.  'fids  jiarish  was 
.strongly  opi)osed  to  McKnery.  and  sent  a solid  Xich- 
olls  delegation  to  tlie  Demo(*ratic  State*  ( 'onve*ntion. 
McEiiery  was,  howe\er.  nominated,  and  in  ISSt  eh*(*t- 
ed.  The  cont(*st  foi*  tin*  local  ollic(*s  in  ISSI.  v,a>  li\(*. 
ly  and  interesting.  This  ]»arish  bi*ing  so  c*  .ainly  and 
irearly  solidly  Democraiie;.  tin*  custom  oi  making  nom- 
inations for  local  oni(*(*rs  ha«l  been  abainloin*d  for  some 
years.  Tln*r<*  is  an  otn*n  liehl.  and  eveiy  one  am- 
bitious to  serve  the  dear  ]u*o])h*,  is  pe*rmitted  to 
test  his  stre*ngth  at  tin*  polls.  As  tin*  result  tln*re 
was  nearly  a doz(*n  candidates  for  the  oftice*  of  Sln*rifl‘ 
in  J<SS4.  and  in  tin*  (*h*c(ion  of  ISTll  the  numbei-  was 
almost  as  large*.  Tin*  e-andidates  for  the  otln*r  ottie*e*s 
were  also  nnnn*rous.  ainl  <*ach  one*  ol  e-oni  se*  elid  his  ut- 
most te>  win.  Snell  a e*am]>aign  can  bctte*r  be  imagine*d 
than  elese*rib(‘d.  'fhe  n*snlt  of  (he*  e*h*ction  of  Aj)iil. 
1S84,  was  as  follows:  I'hos.  l’rie*(*  and  W.  ,1.  be'slie*, 

elee;te‘<l  to  the  Legislature;  Drew  l*'e*rgiison,  t'le*rU  of 
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the  District  Court;  J.  II.  M.  Taylor,  Sheri  IT ; J.  C. 
Vance  of  Basin,  and  J.  C Brice  of  Bienvielle,  were 
electe<l  Senators  from  this  Stmatorial  District;  John 
Young'  of  Claiborne  of  this  judicial  district,  and  'Eiios 
IF. McClendon,  of  the  same  ])arish.  District  Attorney. 
Since  187d,  when  the  Democratic  ]>arty  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  property  and  intelligence  of  the 
State  gained  control  of  the  State  Covernment,  there 
has  at  no  time  in  this  section  been  any  very  bitter  i)o- 
litical  feeling.  There  has  be^m,  of  course,  ditierences 
of  opinion,  which  have  been  warmly  discussed,  but 
the  two  races  have  lived  at  ^)ea(;e.  The  population 
has  been  quietly  and  orderly  pursuing  the  vocation  of 
tilling  the  soil,  and  those  That  are  economical  and  in- 
dustrous  are  making  a living,  and  some  are  accumu- 
lating ])ro|)erty.  Tin*  race  is  making  some  progress 
in  education.  The  colored  ])eople  are  given  an  equal 
showing  in  the  distribution  of  the  public  school  funds, 
and  many  of  them  are  learning  to  read  and  write, 
some  of  them  are  gaining  a knowledge  of  elementary 
arithmetic  and  other  branclnes  of  a common  scdiool 
education. 

Since  the  war  the  white.  po[udation  has  made  con- 
siderabh*  progress.  There  is  no  parish  in  the  State 
where  better  school  and  cliurch  faciliti(‘s  are  otfered, 
there  being  few  families  tliat  are  out  of  convenient 
reach  to  (‘ither,  ami  a luore  industrious,  intelligent, 
and  law  abiding  i)(‘oi)le  would  be  hard  to  timl. 

.V  number  of  y('ars  ago  there  sprung  u])  a new  politi- 
cal party  in  this  parish.  It  was  known  as  the  Green- 
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back  party,  and  afterwards  as  the  Gieenback  Labor 
party.  It.  P.  Webb  was  the  to'iiicipal  leader  of  this 
l>arty.  It  was  never  strong  enough  to  elect  any  of  its 
candidates,  or  to  be  a forniidable  factor  in  the  ])olitics 
of  tbe  parish. 

A portion  of  territory  of  Claiborne  has  twice  since 
the  war  been  taken  for  the  forination  of  other  Par- 
ishes. In  1874  a portion  of  the  southeastern  portion 
of  tlie  })arish  was  taken  off  to  help  form  Lincoln  pai-- 
ish,  and  in  1877  a portion  of  the  western  portion  was 
sliced  off  for  the  benetit  of  ^^’ebster  Parish.  Tliere  is 
still  enongh  territory  left,  bat  the  people  wonhl  with 
reason  object  to  any  further  such  inroads. 

The  emigrant  in  search  of  a home  can  find  no  place 
in  tlie  South  wliere  superior  advantages  are  ottered. 


250 


2 HE  mSTOEY  OF 


('hai*ti:k  XV. 


IKON  OKE. 

Kic'li  (U'pnsits  of  iron  oro  rorniitly  lM‘t;n  dis- 

(•ovorod  in  tin*  ]);irish. 

LorrSlANA  IKON. 

From  the  X.  ().  Times- Oemocriit. 

One  of  tho  bi^  rt'Sidrs  of  the  Hxj)o.sition,  as  far  a.s 
Louisiana  is  (T)ne<‘rned,  is  the  dis(a>v<‘ry  of  its  unex- 
pected Tuineral  wealtii.  There  has  been  for  years  a 
current  belief  that  the  State  was  devoid  of  aiiy  impor. 
taut  minerals ; tluit,  as  nearly  all  of  it  was  <>f  alluvial 
formation,  there  was  little  probability  of  any  metals 
bein^'  found  in  siitlicient  abnndama*.  to  makt;  mining' 
profitable.  Fortunately,  how(‘ver,  there  were  some 
men  not  entirely  of  that  way  of  thinking,  and  who 
believed  that  the  only  reason  why  minerals  had  not 
been  discovered  and  worke<l  in  Jiouisiana  was  l>eeause 
no  intelliiient  s(Tireh  had  been  made  for  th(*m.  It  was 
resolved  tliat  what(A  t‘r  ii(*olo|:ie.al  formations  (d‘  value 
the  Stat(‘  [)ossessed  should  be  made  known  to  tin* 
world  throu^ih  the  lOxposition.  Tlitue  was  but  litth‘ 
time,  “iven  for  a [)ropei-  investigation  of  tliis  subjeet. 
but  Mr  Ibiderhs*  was  seleeled  to  makt*  a tour  of  the 
State  for  the  iturpose  of  eoileetin;;'  such  ^eolojiieal  and 
mineial  speeinn'iis  as  w<*re  availabh*.  lb*  nnnh*  a eol 
h*etion,  a very  line  om%  eonsiderini;’  the  fact  that  no 
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geological  survey  had  ever  been  Tuade  of  the  State, 
and  tliat  the  ))e()ple  had  never  i>etaiuie  interested  in 
rriim'rals,  having  been  taught  to  believe  that  there, wa-s 
nothing  under  tln‘  ground  in  Ijouisiana  worth  hjoking 
for. 

The  Louisiana  exhibits  at  tin*  Exposition  have  nn 
earthed  and  made  public  a discovery  whieli  will  have 
an  iin])ortant  effect  on  the  future  of  Xorth  L(niisiana, 
which  may  completely  change  the  destiny  of  tliat 
section,  and  which  certainly  will  mark  an  era  in  the 
industrial  growth  and  development  of  the  Sontli.  This 
is  the  discovery  of  rich  and  valuable  iron  deposits  in 
various  portions  oi’  North  Louisiana,  ores  of  wornbudul 
purity  and  freedom  from  other  nndals,  valuable  in  the 
[>er  centage  of  iron  they  <*ontain,  so  tliat  they  can  be 
chea])ly  worked,  and  in  a favorable  situatioTi  for  the 
transportation  of  the  iron  to  market.  When,  further, 
the  fact  is  considered  that  iron  is  very  scarce  in  the 
region  \w‘st  of  tlie  Mississippi  and  south  of  Arkansas, 
this  new  discovery  liolds  out  the  jiromise  that  I.ouisi- 
ana  may  become  for  tlu‘  Southwest  what  1 ''<‘iin sylvan i a 
is  for  the  East  and  Alabama  for  the  Snutliern  Atlantiit 
States. 

The  exact  amount  of  iron  and  the  hxtation  of  all  tin* 
ore  are  as y(‘t  not  fully  known.  We  know,  how(‘^’^l^ 
that  there  ar<‘  larg(‘  bodies  of  it  in  Claiborn(\  Hossiiu'. 
Bienville,  Webster,  DcSoto,  and  Sabine  Parishes,  and 
presumedly  in  other  portions  of  North  Louisiana.  The 
<piantity  and  cpiality  of  tln‘  on‘  are  no  longer  doubtful 
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fi<ruv(‘s.  'rile  in  (.'hiihunn*,  liossier. 

;uh1  l>ionvill<*  Jnivr  been  (‘xaiiiincd  by  ski]l<*<l  min(*r;ilo- 
li'isrs  foj‘  tli(‘  ])ui’pnse  ol‘  liiKliM;^'  w lintlicr  tlu'V  '\vcre 
i-irli  to  wnnnnt  workin.ii’  rbcui.  ami  the 
aiKSW(M‘,  alter  a timroiiah  im  esl  iiraf  ion,  lias  bomi  most 
favoj'abh*.  Tlie  or<‘.  wliiHi  is  mmrly  jmre  iiematito, 
lius  been  brou.^Iil  to  iNew  ( )r]ea ns,  rlioroiiuiily  ana- 
lyzed, and  (‘on\ei‘te<l  into  iron.  It  i^  deelan'd  to 
contain  as  laryi*  a j)(‘r  (-enraeo  ot  imdallie  iion  as 
Alabama  ore.  It.  is  t'ortnnately  Irei^  from  sul{diur  and 
other  mtneials,  and  <*onse(jneiitl\  worked  mori^  easily 
ami  cliea])ly.  The  d<'|)osits  ji^eneraliy  lie  close  to  the 
VicksbiirjLt,  Shrea'cport  & Paeitie  Itailroad.  and  in 
consequence  tin*  product  is  easily  transjmrtable  to 
market. 

.Haviipi;’  been  thoiamithly  tested  by  s<'veral  ditVerent 
j>arties,  all  of  w hom  have  rectimimended  the  estaldish- 
inent  of  smeltini*'  furnaces  there,  the  only  thing  which 
remains  to  be  done  is  to  take  juaetieal  steps  to  utilize 
this  discovery  and  manufacture  this  iron.  This  also  is 
])rogressing  favorably,  and  the  j>iobabilit\  is  riiat  in  a 
very  short,  time  tlnae  will  be  several  inui  (urnaees  and 
found(n*U‘,s  in  Nortlnum  Louisiana. 

The  great  advantages  that  this  will  be  to  the  State 
we  iichhI  not  iioint  out.  'fhe  discovery  of. iron  and  coal 
in  Alabama  has  givam  that  State  new  lite  and  vigor, 
added  to  its  wealth,  and  piomises  to  make  it  one  of  the 
richest  of  the  South, 

What  Alabama  has  ae.cofnplisned  Louisiana  may 
hope,  for  also  from  its  valuable  iron  d(*j)osits  in  (31ai- 
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borne,  IbeiiviJle,  Websh*!*,  l)(*fSoto.  SnlMiie,  nnd  otln*!* 
pnrislu'S. 

Proibssor  .lolnison,  of  the  Tnited  St<ite8  Geolo^iejil 
Survey,  Inis  ri*e«‘iitly  mach*  n snm-y  of  the  parish, 
and  says  that  there  are  lar;;e  qinmrities  of  iron  ore  in 
the  parish,  of  tine  (luality,  au<l  that  it  ean  b<*  protitably 
worked. 

KXPKRT  KNOERLE's  KEEGUT  G.\  (’LAllJoRNE  P4KISM 
IKON  OKE. 

To  the  limes  Democrat. 

Claiborne  Par[sil  Sept.  17,  1885. — Claiborne 
parisli,  the  next  to  whitdi  1 turned  iny  attention  ft>r 
examination,  forms  abmit  the  center  of  the  northern 
parishes  known  as  the  upland  ])arish<\s.  Tlie  area  is 
somethin^’  over  8(M)  stpiare  miles,  unbroken  by  any 
lakes  or  lar^e  bayou  bottoms.  An  extimsive  tieltl 
presents  itself  to  tlie  ])rosj)e('tor  to  operate  in. 

The  result  of  my  investi^Liations  in  the  [>arish  shows 
a more  extensive  area  in  which  to  find  .nood  iron  ore 
than  heretofore  reported,  from  tin*  State  line  to  a 
point  nine  miles  south  on  tiie  west  of  tin*  parish  line, 
thence  on  a dia«,^onal  lim^  runnin;^  south  east  to  where 
the  line  intersects  the  51iddle  Pork,  four  and  a half 
miles  west  of  tlie  east  parish  line,  from  this  ])oint 
south  to  the  inters(‘ction  of  the  llomer  and  Arcadia 
road,  and  the  soutli  boundary  of  tin*.  ])arish ; all  within 
these  lines  may  be  considen'd  ore-bearing  territory. 

Considerable  bodies  of  f(‘rruginou8  sand  stone  are 
met  with  on  all  sides ; also  second  class  ore  that  will 
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eventiudly  Ik*  atilized.  Wlint  1 luive  lierotc^foie  re- 
port(*(l  ofotlKT  piii'islics  re^^ardiiij;’  ore  bo<li(*s  y<*t  to  be 
uTieovciod  wIhoi  Motive  prospecting^’  tokes  })bice.  Irolds 
equally  iiood  tor  tliis  parisii.  Tlie  second  class  ore 
vvliici)  1 lia\'«‘  occasion  to  nic'ntion  in  iny  rtqKirt  r(*fers 
to  an  ore  that  carri(*s  a \a*ry  i;n\ae  per  cent  of  iron,  yet 
not  enonuii  to  o\erconie  the  larn«*r  i)ev  c.ent  of  sand 
( silex  ).  1 am  thcr<*foi‘<*  constrained  to  iii(*lnde  this 

grade  of  ore  with  the  first,  thei'(‘by  adding  to  the 
volume  of  ore  jirodiudion. 

A careful  examination  has  been  made  of  every  iioint 
indicated  in  this  r(*port,  and  specimens  forwarded  of 
the  same.  I entered  Claiborne  Parish  by  the  Minden 
and  Homer  road;  live  miles  from  the  westparisli  line, 
I (noss(*d  a hill  where  Jl  discovered  a line  grade  of  ore 
( geodic  formation).  This  hill  runs  east  and  west,  and 
extends  about  four  miles;  depth  of  ore  three  feet  at 
the  jioint  of  (examination.  Two  miles  and  a half  south- 
west of  ,‘Hom(*r  anoth<*r  det>osit  was  met  with,  same 
kind  of  ore,  three  feet  deep.  One  and  a.  half  miles 
from  Homer,  on  the  Sikes’  Ikury  and  ITomer  road,  there 
is  a deposit  of  fim*  geodic.  ore,  upwards  of  live  feet 
deej)  aiijl  of  considerable  extent ; same  distance  north 
of  the  road  is  a deposit  of  ferruginous  sand  stone,  verv 
large. 

Ten  miles  nearly  west  of  Homer  and  three  miles 
south  of  the  Sik(‘s’  Ferry  and  Homer  road  a ])eculiar 
ore  is  found,  one  half  being  first-class  and  the  other 
sili(teous  <»re.  This  ore  body  runs  to  the  Webster  line. 
Distant  three  miles  from  tin*  above  point,  on  m,y  return 
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toward  Hoiiun*,  about  two  luilos  southeast  of  the  loca- 
tion just  mentioned,  similar  ore  is  eiieountered,  the 
depth  of  which  varies  from  one  t»)  hv(‘  feet.  The  ore 
mentioned  exists  in  lai\i;e  < plant i ties,  aiid  adds  greatly 
to  the  volume  of  ore  prodm-tion. 

Nine  miles  soutluaist  of  Homer,  I examined  the 
northeastern  eml  of  an  extensive  ore  deposit  found  in  a 
range  of  hills  running  from  this  point  southwest  u])- 
w'ard  of  eight  miles,  crossing  the  Homer  and  xVthens 
road.  At  ditferent  points  of  examination  I found  the 
deposit  to  be  rather  irregular,  running  from  three  to 
five  feet;  tliis  ore  is  (*ompa(.*t  and  massive;  that  of 
the  southwestern  end  is  of  a suiierior  quality.  I ex- 
amined some  ground  three  miles  further  east  from  the 
above  point,  but  finding  unfavorable  conditions  in  the 
formation  of  this  locality  drove  northwaud,  crossing 
the  Bayou  D’Arbonne  to  Arizona:  there  lieing  no 
improvement  in  th(‘  formation,  I returned  to  Homer. 
About  four  miles  east  on  the  Homer  and  Farmervilh* 
road  there  is  a small  dejiosit  of  very  line  geodic  ore, 
which  locality  when  prospectial  may  develop  into  a 
large  field. 

Seven  miles  southwicst  of  Homer,  on  tin*  road  to 
Mindiui,  and  half  a mile  west  of  tin*  roa<l.  I examined 
an  extensivi*  deposit  of  on*.;  this  will  run  east  and 
west  oiHMuile,  on  which  good  on*  is  found  ; also  con- 
siderable of  tin*  kind  a’h*(‘ady  nuMitioned  as  being 
compos(‘d  of  one  half  first-class  and  tln‘  other  silic(‘ons 
(U'C.  From  this  point  I took  an  easterly  course  to  the 
Homer  ami  Atlnms  road.  Nine  miles  south  of'  Homer 
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nnd  OIK*  rnilc  nortli  of  this  plaoo  T caino  on  tin*  sontb- 
Avostoni  end  of  tin*  ranux*  of  hills  nientionod  above. 
'Hk;  (b‘])rli  of  on*,  hero,  is  lr<»in  one  to  six  f(*et. 

From  Hom(*r  1 t(»ok  tin*  Magnolia  road  rnnnin<x  a 
little  west  of  nortli  to  a.  point  six  miles,  braiK*lK*d  oft* 
one  mile  dm*  w<*st  of  the  road,  eontinned  on  this  road 
two  and  a half  miles  northward,  wh(*re  an  examination 
was  made  of  soim*  old  fi(‘lds  in  whieli  1 discovered 
considerable  deposits  of  laminated  ore  in  stratafied 
formation  upwar*!  of  six  f(*et  deep.  Larite  ijiiantities 
of  the  same  ore  is  scattered  over  the  surface  in  all 
direoti(>ns,  also  quantities  of  ore  <lescribed  above, 
being  half  first-class  and  half  siliceous.  Tin*  area  of 
ore-bearing  territory  is  about  two  and  a half  miles 
s(|iiare. 

Next  the  iromei  and  Arcadia  road  was  taken,  with 
the  vit'w  of  ex])loring  the  soutln'astern  and  western 
se<*tion  of  the  parish.  Six  aTid  a half  miles  north  of 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  parish  line,  and  i\  half 
mile  north  of  Arcadia,  on  the  A"i<*ksburg,  Shieveport 
& Ihu’ific  Itailroad.  I examined  one  of  the  hugest 
d(*posits  of  laminated  oie  it  ims  l>een  my  good  fortune 
to  see  sinei*  these  exjiminations  Inn  e b(*gun.  The  road 
cross(*s  this  hill,  leaving  half  a mile  east  ami  om*  mile 
west  on  (‘ither  side  of  tin*  load,  making  the  length  of 
liill  one  and  a half  miles  long.  'Ida*  ore  li(*s  in  a. 
stratath'd  formation  upward  of  ten  fe(*t  thi<*k.  I am 
eonvinc<*d  that  it  (*xt(‘nds  thronghout  the  hill  from  the 
fact  that  s(‘veral  openings  made  at  extended  iTit<*rvals 
iiave  invariably  shown  tin*  saim*  formation.  The  ore. 
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is  rtrsf-class.  I then  furtlu-'r  soutl)  to 

witliin  hair  a milo  of  tlio  paiisli  lim*,  turiKMl  oiV  to  the 
^vt^st■  half  a milo,  ma<lc  aii  in\a*stia;i tioji  of  a hill  rnn- 
north  and  south  ahniit  milos,  found  jLTood 

oro  hon*.  and  c'ojisi<h*rai*h‘  sili».*<-ons  on*:  <k*pth,  four 
foot,  ratin'!'  invj^nlar. 

My  iH'xt  ;md  la^^t  iiivosti.i:ation  in  tliis  ]>arisli  was 
dir(*(*t(*<l  to  tin*  iiorf hoastorn  ]n>rtinn,  whicdi  omhracoil 
tin*  t(;rritorr  on  my  way  fi)  ("nion  I’arish  ; fmm  Humor 
t to(dv  tin*  road  to  Snmnn*rti<d<l.  It  soon  ht*(*a]no 
ovidontalror  h*avinji'  llomor  that  tin*  fmination  of  tho 
oonntry  lyin;^'  nortli  and  nortiioast  was  not  favorald<* 
to  tirst-olass  oros  ; v(*t  ho[>in,n  that  thon*  woidd  Uo  a. 
ohanj^o  north  of  tin*  Aliddh*  l*'ork  I (*ontinnod  niy 
JonriK'y  t<»  within  thro(*  mih*s  of  tin*  Stato  liin*.  turin*d 
southward  to  a point  throe*.  inih*s  north  of  Lisbon, 
wln*fo  a tiohl  ^\a.s  e‘xandin*d  in  wiii<*h  soiin*  ve*ry  fair 
oro  was  tdmnl.  imt  (jiiaiitity  limited:  tln'in'e*  startoel 
for  Idiion  Ihu'ish. 

A numlM*r  of  looaliti(*s  w(*re*  (tan'fnlly  <*\amiin*el 
around  Snmmoi'tiold  ainl  Lisbon.  Xorhin^  but  tbi'ru- 
^inous  sandstoin*  was  foiiinl.  'Idn*  hn’inatioji  of  this 
sootion  is  too  sandy.  ln*noe*  tln*ro  is  no  hope*  of  liinlini:' 
lirst-<*lass  ene's.  hhair  mih*s  jiorthwe*st  e>f  Ibnne'ranel 
one*  mile*  se)iith  e>r  tin*  (leenn'rainl  Sike*s*  Le‘iry  J«>ad  ar 
(b'peisit  of  \'e*ry  ;;<>od  li;^nite‘  is  loe*ate*e!.  1‘otte‘is'  e*lay 
abe)ninls  in  tin*  jearish.  In  half  a mile*  of  lloim*r  a 
oonside*ra l»h*  <le*pe»sit  is  found. 
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SEND  YOSIR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  TO 


rOXJKTIDEID  I TsT  1853. 

<See  Historical  Sketch  in  this  Hook). 

The  LncatKin  is  flstea  lor  HeaiftluliiPss  aro  SujjBrinr  Moral 
Sarromdiii^s. 

It  oHcrs  the  Advantaji^es  t»f  an  ExcelleiU  Faculty  of  Ac- 
comj^lishccl  'I'cachcrs;  of  ein  F'evated  Curriciiliim 
and  Thorou<4‘h  InstrucLion  ; of  a Ki<;id  hut 
Kind  Discipline,  ami  of  a 

pLEASA^iT,  ; COJ’EDRTABLE  -I-  HOpiE  Fap  I EnARDEpS, 
EXPENSES  ARE  VERY  LEW, 


For  further  information  or  catalooue.  pU‘ase  adtlress 

Rk\-.  \v.  m.  ri:i:sf,  ivesi., 

Mt.  r^ehanon.  La. 
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INSTITUTE 


Education  Pays,  MENTALLY,  MLHALLY  AND  FINANCiALLY, 

IN  UNITY  IS  STRENGTH, 


ENTER  AT  ^ OPENING  ^ OF  ^ SESSION. 

C'^peiiA  Sepkmber  ja{,  y j-Uk 

CIIARCilCS  FOR  I, O'!'  ITRri.S. 

Primarv  Department,  pef  month,  - - Sj  50 

Academic  ‘‘‘  ••  _ - - 3 50 

Collc<j,iate  . . I :^o 

F^nard,  'I'nition  and  l.od;^int4',  per  month,  - - i R 00 

lh)ard.  per  month,  froiii  - - •'*8  00  i<>  ij  <X') 

All  l'i!l><  (hie  moiuiiU.  ’I'nition,  if  not  p.aid  till  end  of 
session,  •'83,  Sj.and  s^.  Pupils  eliai'i^ed  from  date  of  eiu 
trance  til!  (mu!  01  se‘>'^i(,  n.  No  dednclion''  e.\eepl  m easts 
of  illness,  pr<>!  raetod  ar  lea-h  ten  davs, 

F'or  further  pai'liculars,  uidiV'-s 

j.  11.  D.W'IDSON,  President. 


MILAM  STREET,  SHREVEPORT,  LA. 
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Two  JiloLks  from  V . S.  A I'  l)c])0  . t iuir  filock--  from  the  F.  A 1’.  Depot. 

Centrally  Locate d.rr  -JiFirst-Class  Throughout, 

SAMPLf:  ROO.’VIS  FREE  TO  DRUMMERS. 

A.  J,  KiLYNOLDS.  Propr, 

nTw^rOTEWAR^ 


ii'i 

LA.. 

' Tr  eTiveddre, 

Attorney  at  Law, 

HOMER,  Claiborne  EaiRh,  LA. 

Will  praftic(‘  in  tin*  (,*onrrs  of  Tlie  Judicial  l->istiict  and 
tlie  Supit'iiK*  Com  t of ’the  Staif3.  Snerial  attention  ^iven  to 
Successions,  collections  and  lainl  inattcis. 

''"'JOHN  E,  HULSE, 

Attorney  and  Counseliar  at  Law, 

H o nvn E A,  LA. 

Will  practice  in  tln‘  conns  of  t!h“  ;>d  Judicial  District  and 
tln‘  Supnam*  roiirt  at  Monroe. 


^3  i3^'3''3'W‘^'3‘  ‘3'3^3^ 


HDMER,  LK. 


■^luit^neA,  'I^J-ope  -ppitc^,  ~^h 
bcly,  (^Qdt^,  'Jlotve'dn^  SlanU,  ttc. 

FDR  SALE  AT  >lc  PRICES  ? TD  ? SflIT  ? THE  TIMES, 


May  PEacLiBS,  Hlight  Proof  Psars 
the  finest  G-rape  specialties, 


Also  a yoat  variety  ol  Apples,  Pluos,  Cherries,  Apricots,  Japan 
Persimmons,  Mulhernes,  Spawoerry  plants,  etc.,  eic. 

In  fact  the  best  varieties  of  all  classes  of  Fruit  'Trees  that 
are  adapted  to  this  latitude.  All  trees  in^'iired  t<^  Hvevvliea 
properly  cared  for. 

I will  have  Claiborne  Parish  canvassed  when  the  crops 
are  matured,  and  will  ofFer  heller  inducements  than  ever 
before,  and  ask  the  j^ublic  to  hold  their  orders  for  me, 
which  will  be  greatly  appreciated.  Manv  tluud-cs  for 
past  patronage.  Very  respectfully, 

A.  K.  clin(;man. 


.T.  D WATKINS.  .1.  T.  \^' ATKINS.  I..  K.  WATKINS 

WSTKINS&  WHTKINS. 


MINDEN,  Lfi, 


Will  practice  in  I3ienville,  Bossier  and  VV’ebster  I’arishes,  and 
take  special  cases  in  Caddo  and  Claiborne  Parishes,  and  in  the 
United  States  Court. 
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SEKD  YOITR  BOYS  AND  OIB-LS  TO 

aycoxjnsTT  HiEB^i^roiisr  Jil 

M;  S<~0  A j Ir'rJ  iV  ’'s^J  J*  rO  ' fr<A  H\^'H  Hp  'M 


P'OXJ3Nri:>E:i:>  iisr  isoG. 

(Seu  Historical  Sktiich  iu  this  Book.) 


The  Location  is  Note  i for  Heaithfulness  and 
Superior  Korai  Surroundings. 

It  offers  the  Advantages  of  an  Excellent  Faculty  of  Ac- 
complished Teachers ; of  an  Elevated  Curriculum 
and  Thorough  Instruction ; of  a Rigid  but 
Kind  Discipline,  and  of  a 

Pleas.'\nt,  ^ Comfortable  i Home  t for  i Boarders. 
EXPENSES  ARE  VERY  LOW. 

Eor  furtlier  iiiform;iti(Ui  or  Catalogue,  plea.st'  address 

ItKv.  W.  M.  UKILSIL  I’lvst., 

Mt.  LolBHion,  Ea. 
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^ JNTEW 

PL-BLI3KED  TAj' 

HDMEP,  Llsitnnia  Farish,  LDUISiZlNA. 

'30jm  K.  iiULSK, 

EIDIXOi^  ^'jsri^  P>XlOX‘I^IETOI^. 

^ 

Will  contain  all  il\e  Home  News,  incluilini^  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Jury  and  tlic  Gs:\'RRAL  News 
of  the  day. 

DEMOCRA'rrC  IN  POLITICS. 

^The^Fress,^^  TvpFvniia^uihBr^^FiiinaEareCFNirelyl^  ^ 

SFBSLRIFTILN  SIFL  R YEAR. 

'I'he  Largest  and  Cheapest  Paj)er  ever  puMished  in 
Clalhornc  Parish.  Addrc'ss. 


I.  L.  nULSL. 

Homer,  La. 
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